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Pioneer 
Activities 


December was a busy month for the 
Pioneers. Two parties were held an 
the annual visits at Christmas ee 
were made to retired telephone friencs 
at Lincoln and other points. Another 
party scheduled just before the panel : 
mas holiday for the eastern and sou 
ern districts was called off bee O 
inclement weather. It will be © 
later in the year. as 

The yearly gathering of the ase 
was the best ever from the standpol 
of attendance. It was held December ©: 
at the University Club at Lincoln be : 
in spite of slippery roads an aaoy 
weather, 51 ladies were there to ; wee 
the evening. A delicious dinner © od 
loin of beef with baked potatoes, oe : 


with hot mince pie, put segs oe Fred 


comfortable mood to enjoy iored 
Tercayt ipti with color 
Ferciot’s description, rough Eng- 


slides, of her recent trip t 
land, Belgium, Germany, apa ac 
Italy. Florence Tatman nee Ri 
committee of Chairmen Verna Ale — 
der, Pearl Bishop and Mina Jorgen ne 
Irene Combs and Gertrude Behm W 
rizes. 
. The first territorial party of the is 
was held at Sutton on December § - 
Pioneers in that part of the state ine 
72. attended. President L. A. Ss ge 
spoke briefly, after which a Dro e eT che 
Christmas music was presented by pt 
employees chorus from Lincoln un “d 
the direction of Professor Leonat 
Paulson of Nebraska Wesleyan Univer- 
sity, and this was followed by the ar- 
rival of Santa Claus and an sagan te 
of gifts. Travelers from distant points 
were well fortified for their drives 
home with sandwiches, pie and coffee. 
George Walroth, entertainment chalr- 
man, was assisted with arrangements 
by Mr. and Mrs. Ed Flowerday, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Mankamyer, Norma Nuss 
and Catherine Cassell of Hastings and 
Sutton, and Chauncey Eggerss, Bruce 
Sievers, Art Keckler and Joe Hartley 
of Lincoln. Georgia Smith was 1! 
charge of registration. 

Pictures above and at left show the 
ladies at their annual dinner. The 
group at left, below, is the gathering 
at the Sutton party. 


Compliments from Customers 
At Lincoln and Wahoo 


ORE letters we like to sce were 

written last month by two cus- 
tomers in appreciation of good service 
they had received in long distance 
service and in the installation of a 
telephone. 

Dale Weaver, Lincoln combination- 
man, so impressed Mr. Ralph W. 
Jackson of 4320 A Street with a good 
job of installation and evident desire 
to be helpful that the customer wrote 
the following letter to show his appre- 
clation: 

“This is to say a few words of praise 
for Mr. Weaver, who installed our 
phone yesterday. 

“We wanted it in a certain place in 
the kitchen, and it was very difficult, 
and a hard place to work, but he said, 
‘T will put it in just as you want it, 
and he did, which was a very hard job. 
Also he had a large snow drift south 
of the house to get through to make 
connections into the house. 

“He is a very good workman, and 
has a fine personality, and we appre- 
ciate such prompt service. We also 
appreciate the service at the order desk 
in helping us select a good phone 
number.” 

Operators at Wahoo also were 
thanked for their good service by Mrs. 
Neta Breuning, who wrote: 

“We want to tell you how grateful 
we were and are to you for all the 
patience and hard work it took to 
handle all the calls we placed in con- 
nection ‘with. arrangements. for the 
funeral for Dad Breuning. 

“Especially I want to thank ‘Oper- 
ator 2°, whoever she is, for her com 
sideration about our calls to try to 
reach Mrs. Milversted, Mother Breun- 
ine’s only full sister who is still living. 
We'll never forget how kind you all 
were. 

“Merry Christmas to you, everyone, 
and God bless you.” 

Chief Operator Ethel Daharsh tells 
us that “Operator 2” represents a posti- 
tion on the board and that the calls 
were actually handled by seven girls 
in the department. This certainly speaks 
well for the fine service that the cus- 
tomer evidently received from each one 
who helped put the calls through. 


picks to set the new dial switches in operation at the conversion. At left is Mrs. Dora 
Thornburg, formerly chief operator at Western, an exchange near Swanton which was 


converted to dial last September. 


Swanton Becomes 75th Dial Exchange 


ANTA CLAUS reached down into 
his bag last month and pulled out a 
Christmas present in the form of bet- 
ter telephone service for the people of 
Swanton. The exchange was converted 
to dial at 10:00 A.M. on December 26, 
thus becoming number 75 in LT&T’s 
ever growing list of communities with 
this new, modern service. 

As the moment of the cutover ar- 
rived, Mrs. Jennie Prazak, formerly 
chief operator, pulled the picks between 
contacts in the dial equipment which 
immediately set it to humming with 
activity as subscribers tried out their 
new telephones. Alvin Chab, chairman 
of the Village Board, made the first 
local call and A. F. Privonka, member 
of the Board, put in the first long dis- 
tance call to K. L. Lawson, commercial 
engineer, at Lincoln. 

The 60 line North Electric all relay 
board was moved from Otoe after a 
larger board was put in service there. 
The Swanton equipment was installed 


by Ernest Barney, W. S. Wolfe, H. H. 
Kreifels, J. E. Bustard and R. T. Wake- 
man, under the general supervision of 
George Keith, COE installation super- 
visor. Prior to the installation the out- 
side plant was extended and rebuilt 
and the building was remodeled to 
accommodate the equipment. Floyd 
Nave had charge of the crew which 
changed subscribers’ telephones and 
tested each line before the cut to the 
new service was made. The men doing 
this also instructed customers how to 
use their new dial telephones. This was 
done principally by Gerald Caley, Jack 
Ruble and Earl Schemmerhorn. 

Sixty-one percent of the Company’s 
exchanges and 71% of its telephones 
are now dial operated. Forty-five of 
the 74 conversions have been made 
since 1945, Lincoln is not counted 
among the conversions because it has 
been dial operated since it began oper- 
ating as the Company’s first exchange 
in 1904, 


This concrete block building houses the switching equipment at Swanton. 


Free Chest X-rays Coming Up 


H“vE you had your chest X-rayed 

lately? Chances are you haven't, 
but it’s a very good idea. It is the 
quickest and easiest way to make sure 
you are not one of the 500,000 people 
in this country estimated to have active 
tuberculosis. 


Modern X-ray machines supplied by 
the State Department of Health will 
be available on February 5 and 6 in the 
club room of the General Office Build- 
ing at Lincoln. You will be notified 
through your department of the hour 
that has been assigned to your group. 
And here’s all you do. Just go to the 
club room, fill out a card, stand in 
front of the machine and take a deep 
breath, hold it a few seconds and you 
are through. You do not have to 


undress. And it’s all free. 

If you are one of the great majority 
with a healthy chest, that’s good news 
and you will want to know it. If the 
X-ray shows you have already fought 
a battle with TB (as shown by scar 
tissue) and won, that’s good news too. 
But even if you find you have TB in 
an early stage that will be good to 
know. Why? Because your chances of 
curing TB are excellent if it is found 
early, if you start treatment at once, 
and if you keep at it until your doctor 
says you're well. 

So you win any way you look at it. 
And, incidentally, this is really some- 
thing you have helped pay for, too, 
because part of the money for the 
Christmas seals you use each year helps 
support this activity. 


This Lady Will Talk to Your Friends 
About A Job Here 


1D you know some- 
one who would like 
to work for LT&T? If 
you do, Mrs. Grace 
Cruse, personnel secre- 
tary, will be happy to 
talk to them and ex- 
plain the many advan- 
tages of employment in 
telephone work. You 
know them—good pay, 
steady work, sickness 
and disability benefits, 
retirement plan, paid 
vacations and many others. 
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In the picture, Mrs. Cruse at right 
is talking to Jo Ann Schulte, clerk 
typist in the Lincoln switchroom, as 
she had done in an interview a few 
weeks before when Mrs. Schulte ap- 
plied for a job. 


Mrs. Cruse herself is a very pleasant 
and interesting person. She will tell 
you that she had to learn and unlearn 
two language accents and travel half 
way around the world to get here. A 
native of Glasgow, Scotland, she lived 
in that country until she was 11, just 
long enough to acquire a good thick 
Scottish accent, when she moved to 


Northhamptonshire, England, to attend 
a school for girls. Here in the next 
six years she lost her Scotch accent 
and learned the King’s English. Then 
came the War and she joined the Brit- 
ish navy and shortly after met an 
American coastguardsman from Kene- 
saw, Nebraska. They were married 
after the War at Puerto Rico and 
apparently Mr. Cruse did a good job 
of teaching her how to talk the Ameri- 
can way because one can detect scarcely 
a trace of an English accent in her 
speech. The Cruses have a four year 
old son, Jimmie, who is helping his 
dad earn a Doctor’s degree in Psychol- 
ogy at the University of Nebraska. 


Telephone Facts 
fi Mia eae in service throughout 


the world numbered approximately 
74.8 million as of January 1, 1951 (one 
year ago), according to a pamphlet 
issued last month by the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company. 
This is a gain of 4.5 million telephones, 
or 6.4%, over 1950. 

More than one-half of the world’s 
telephones are in the United States, 
where the entire industry is operated 
under private ownership, the report 
said. About 82% of this country’s 43 
million telephones are operated by the 
Bell System and the remaining 18% by 
5,500 Independent companies which 
were in business in.this country at the 
beginning of last year. 

Only ten countries reported more 
than one million telephones in service 
and only six had more than 15 tele- 
phones per 100 population. These were 
the United States (28.1), Sweden 
(23.9), Canada (20.8), Switzerland 
(19.1), New Zealand (19.1), and Den- 
mark (16.9). Washington, D. C., led 
the large cities of the world with tele- 
phone development with over 60 tele- 
phones per 100 population. Lincoln was 
listed with 41.3 per 100 persons. 


Gets 1% Years for Using 
Slugs in Long Distance Call 


John De Meo was sentenced to state 
prison at Trenton, N. J., on Dec. 12 
for one and a half to two years for 
defrauding the New Jersey Bell Tele- 
phone Co. by using slugs to make long 
distance calls. 

De Meo. who has a police record, 
admitted that in one long distance call 
to his wife in Miami, Fla., he used 
twenty slugs the size of a quarter. 
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New Income Tax Booklet 


The U. S. Department of Commerce 
informs us that the nation’s best seller 
“Your Federal Income Tax for 1951” 
will be available the latter part of 
December at a cost of 25 cents. Ac- 
cording to the D. of C. it is a compre- 
hensive and authentic booklet on in- 
come taxes, readily understandable. It 
incorporates changes in the law made by 
the last Congress. Orders, with pay’ 
ments, may be directed to the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, 235 Sunder- 


land Building, Omaha. 
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Nine Employees Return 


From Military Service 
LANCING back over the past year, 


it is heartening to find a noticeable 
slackening of the pace in which our 
employees were being called into mili- 
tary service. During the last two 
months an increasing number of the 
boys were being released from their 
terms of service and once again happily 
taking up the tools of the industry. The 
25 LT&?T men who entered the serv- 
ices during 1951 brought the total 
number of employees in uniform to 68. 
Nine of these returned to employment 
during the latter half of the year. Two 
others terminated their leave of absence 
with the Company on their release from 
military service by accepting employ- 
ment elsewhere. 
Those returning to employment are: 


Allan G. Behm, lineman, construction 

Vyrl V. Clark, combinationman, Wil- 
ber. 

Raymond G. Bruning, groundman, con- 
struction 

Weldon I. Duer, combinationman, Sew- 
ard 

Wesley E. Hayes, lineman, construction 

Donald R. McKean, combinationman, 
Hastings 

Thomas H. Roller, groundman, con- 
struction. 

Dale C. Weaver, lineman, Lincoln. 

Robert L. Wenzel, combinationman, 
Lincoln 
Messrs. Behm, Hayes, Roller and 

Wenzel were also among the employee 

servicemen in World War IL. 


To Set A Pole 


There are two ways to put a tele- 
phone pole in place. 


You can get a long-handled shovel, 
scoop the dirt out and then have sev- 
eral men wrestle the pole in place with 
pike poles. 


Or you can back a truck up to the 
site, set the power digger going, wrap 
a winch line around the pole and ease 
it into place in a few minutes with very 
little effort. 


Naturally, we use the second method 
wherever a truck can go and _ the 
ground will permit. But the comparison 
serves to illustrate the importance of 
proper tools and equipment in our 
business. Without power diggers and 
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winches and good tools, a lineman’s job 
would be tough indeed. 


But such things cost a lot. If we want 
to keep on having good equipment, we 
have to make enough money to keep 
our business financially healthy. That 
means our rates must be high enough 
so that we can pay our stockholders a 
fair return on the savings they have 
invested in our business. For it’s their 
money — the investors’ money — that 
pays for the modern tools and equip- 
ment which enable us to do a better 
job and do it with less effort. 


Telephone rates, as you know, have a 
lot to do with our service—and with 
our jobs. 
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Cover Girl 


Our captivating cover girl is Blanche 
Logan, clerk-typist in the general 
traffic department. The News asked 
her help in conveying to its readers 
the wish for a happy, healthy and 
thriving 1952. We think Blanche de- 
livers the message in exactly the right 
manner. The setting and photograph 
are products of the News studio. 

Mrs. Logan is a veteran of nearly six 
years’ telephone experience, being first 
employed as operator at Lincoln in 
March, 1946. She transferred to the 
general traffic department in July, 1951 
We gratefully acknowledge Blanche’s 
zeal and zest in her role as the New 
Year Girl. 


Two Employees Taken 
By Death 


——————————— —————— ee 


Sibylla S. Brandi 


Sarah Van Landingham 


| RS. Sibylla S. Brandt, formerly 

chief operator at Hastings and 
other exchanges, died at Hastings on 
December 20 at the age of 81. She 
was first employed at Pawnee City in 
1910 where she served as chief oper- 
ator until 1912, when she moved to 
Elk Creek and later to DeWitt with the 
same title. In 1918 she became assist- 
ant chief operator at Fairbury and the 
next year went to Nebraska City as 
chief operator. Following this she was 
traveling supervisor at Beatrice and in 
1923 went to Superior as chief operator. 
She became chief operator at Hastings 
in 1926 and served there until her re- 
tirement on pension in August, 1930. 
She was a charter member of the 


Frank H. Woods chapter of the Inde- 


pendent Telephone Pioneer Association. 


Mrs. Sarah W. Van Landingham, 44, 
died suddenly at Lincoln on December 
23. She had been employed here only 
four months before her death, serving 
as a machine operator in the printing 
section of the Accounting Department. 
She was the sister of Mrs. Otto Nelsen, 
a former accounting employee. Mr. 
Nelsen is ledger supervisor in the Ac- 
counting Department. 
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The following list of new employees is published as a gesture of friendly 
welcome and to help them get acquainted. We hope that they will enjoy their 
new occupation as well as the many fine associations that go with it. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting 
Margaret Cullinan.................- Machine Operator.....:.-.<..0.0-: | Coie] |: ame ante eo December 17 
JaCi Ges 4356. Printing Machine Operator....Lincoln........20.22002...... December 12 
Marian A. Lund.............---..--. Machine Operator..........------+- PAN GON ich aco So acelo December 
Mildred Matthews................-- Machine Operator.........-.--.---- | Dh s5 oc) | | Daneheee Renee November 26 
Plant 
D. D. Beirow...........cc.c0ee cence Ground ma fieicsiedseseccccsncsosencenes, ET o ft: 7: ee ene ee November 14 
Bes We ACTOR ss fe eesudcedoes Combination miantsc........cc0.0000= BACON ici swirecacie December 17 
Peay Ls BUC os cidveuecddsescdenm es ruin tei sose oie scdeecehcles | iat) |: eee eee ee November 26 
Mildred G. Carey....00...22..02.... OD ARISES) scasiaieceeniacce cae aesinctamies BAN CON cscs cteeesepstensees December 3 
1 Fever cam wh 1k: Cameo mee nn mR are Service 2 peratotn.cisvceccsees cee LAD COIM acsseets-accsaiuase November 28 
Wi Se ROCs ceenntoastecseeccaee CSPOUTIC MAD wwaasseedncosenenesconk LIN COUT iccdecivaisenvecucs ....December 10 
| cay ae oh ©) ©! | ere Groat d Mai csesescsns snore ess CO ec ae November 26 
| ee Ca hs ee ae SOUT VAT cesta ocesvacienctace SPOR SO Nascscccsesccaanmsnn’ December 17 
30 KG. ICC OW Sassi es rere y brats ¢10t-) 5 eee eee ineoleeictaarosies November 28 
Emina. E. Meyeric cn cccecaisisic. Vaivib Cee Se bd ai nainien ive BEWORT ncnicicrsdinaeeCeMbeER: S 
By) che ROGER GUIS, ontcence.cy: SPOUT esas pe eceeeewaeas MONG. o.c ib dcedeee toes December 17 
Leds, Uiliiat co CS ULC thc oe asic wanes, EMCO Novice sce icaawsedavne December 17 
Traffic 
Patricia A. Branstetter.......... POO TBCO Gentcsayacentumaotneensntaiees DAC GT ised cevshgscnoccccsnvesn November 19 
felen E. Campbell................ CO DCTALOE Se fesse tures lig in 1s) :t: eee ene December 10 
Ruthann Chirnside................. O) perateh aes een Fairbury..........------+-<++- November 26 
Zelda M. Edwards.................. Part Time Operator.............--- Wymote.......---.---20007" November 25 
Joyce A. Ellyson..........222.02..-- Oo) eo 0) Sea ee Rem n emNNT OES LARCO Nise codeccvascancoos November 26 
Vala. Me Brae siscicidicsectiteecicence COOL OE ioseeselensaincaseaeon tare evlews Plattsmouth.......-.------- November 19 
Eunice L. Green...................-. Delon: | ee ee TCO ovcsciedckeslcecomens November 26 
Ruby L. Hallner.........00. 0. PPA Gi Amnabidiceata siete Lincoln..........--.2+-+----+-- November 26 
Gwendolyn F. Hart ae a coe MeN Operator soba euncaimedinewas dale eeweceweesine Nebraska City eocereres cree December 2 
Verna M. Hemberger............ CFG cooled etek, Hastings........-----------+- November 26 
Frances: I. Jeffreys: ii csta.: Operator..........cecsecceceeseeeeeeeees bie ic. ces December 3 
Mary Z. Kunhart................... Part Time Operatoriceciccccscecs T erninisell.cccicseiseverrss December 5 
Cleora E. Lawrence............... POCO E i sccsdecneitaeeedeid Nebraska City..----------- December 2 
Perie K. Magyar......-.:0:-..-<---0: Bs 10215: | ee es te LAN COM ticciscccscsan esos November 27 
Beatrice WAG ek ticie! io cds O perator.....ecececccecececeeeeeeeeeeeees Tiree Hien ce hateeoos December 3 
Marilyn Schroder................... CPG PALOE eteihhcie a oaeuwne Lintoliicciccescens December 3 
E. Jeannette Sexton.............. POTENT cies ited COS niakicbcccdialcesetees November 19 
Beulah M. Sileven................. UIT pesceosdedxccselvantcasedinvices PSOO Ms ccte serosa Gecnete November 19 
Marilyn J. Songster................ COT abt ions cen Nec at Prosar cececiiuk November 26 
Joy L.. Speidell....................... e518) ee ee LAT COM Gis ccconecrveorcsarscveves December 10 
Evelyn R. Theesen................. oy 3c: 0; Seat eee Vg Eee 2) obtener eneme November 26 
Eillian. 1 Wiiine2ccecc ofc el 6\ coeN es eane am res ORs eae ern LE rivets |b; Ree een December 3 


JOURNEY’S END 


Harry F. Carman, father of Delores Snod- 
grass, Lincoln Traffic, died December 23, at 
Osceola. Funeral services were held at the 


Methodist Church in Osceola. 


Mrs. Mattie Story, mother of James L. 
Story, Lincoln switchman, passed away De- 
cember 24. Funeral services were held 
December 28, in Lincoln. 


Ed Pasik, father of Lavina McElroy, cashier 
at Wilber, passed away January 1. Funeral 
services were held January 4, in Wilber. 


How America’s Telephone System Has Grown 


End of 


Year 


1880 
1900 
1920 
1930 
1940 
1950 


Bell Independent U.S. 

Telephones Telephones Total 
47 900 47,900 
802,000 520,000 1,322,000 
8,134,000 5,139,000 13,273,000 
15,187,000 4,916,000 20,103,000 

17,484,000 4.444 000 2] 8,000 

35,263,000 = 7,740,000 43,003,000 


Telephones per 
100 People in U. 5. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Com. H. Beaver 
York, 40 Years 
Director 


A. E. Lamberson 
Lincoln, 35 Years 


Forty Years 


Commodore H. Beaver (Director), York. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
H. H. Wheeler, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
C. A. Burge, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Five Years 
A. E. Lamberson, 
Thirty-Four Years 
D. C. Travis, Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 
L. E. Hurtz (Director), Omaha. 
Twenty-Nine Years 


Lincoln. 


G. E. Codington (Director), Auburn; 
T. C. Cone, A. M. Geist, Lincoln; Agnes 
Gustafson, Dunbar. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
Edith A. Seward, Hastings. 
Twenty-Six Years 
J. H. Agee (Director), Asa B. Waters, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Five Years 
G. D. Brock, Wilber; J. H. Mankamyer, 
Sutton; Hattie Staley, Lincoln. 
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Belva Jean Peters, Lincoln Traffic, and 
Gerald Thompson were united in marriage 
on November 24, at the Federated Church 
in Sutton. 


Joan Placek of the Nebraska City Traffic 
Department, and Cpl. Merle Morrow were 
married December 2, in the First Presby- 
terian Church at Nebraska City. 

Marvin Welch, Nebraska City Plant em- 
ployee, and Mary Lou Gilliland were mar- 
ried at the First Presbyterian Church in 
Falls City on November 18. 


G. D. Brock J. H. Mankamyer 
Wilber, 25 Years Sutton, 25 Years 
Twenty-Four Years 
Lillian Baker, Lincoln; M. A. Birdsley, 
Auburn: A. Marie Pearson, John Spady, 

Hastings. 
Twenty-Three Years 
F. W. Morris, Military Leave; Kathryn 
Portsche, R. T. Ross, Lincoln. 
Twenty-ITwo Years 
C. E. Lawson, J. S. Reed, Jr., Lincoln. 
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Twenty-One Years 

Jacob Schneider, Lincoln. 
Twenty Years 

Geneva; Inez M. Olsen, 


Gladys A. Stiers, 


Wahoo. 
Eighteen Years 
Mary Bornemeier, Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 
Arthur Balderson, Seward. 
Fourteen Years 
Cecile M. Morehead, Tecumseh. 
Thirteen Years 
G. C. Artz, Lucile Schmersal, Lincoln. 


Twelve Years 


Mildred E. Brobst, 
Plattsmouth. 
Nine Years 
Lincoln. 


Eight Years 


Benedict; Elizabeth P. 


Udwards, 


Hazel Neman, 


Ruth M. Compton, Hastings; Belle C. 
Howery, Lincoln; Margaret M. Sanburg, 
Shickley. 

Seven Years 

Henrietta L. Menninga, Beatrice: A. D. 

Miller, Lincoln. 
_ Six Years 
Evelyn Koch, C. S. Whittington, Lincoln. 


Five Years 
Ashland: V. E. Embrey, 


E. R. Travis. Lincoln. 


H. E. Butler, 


York: Arleen Swanson, 


Hattie Staley 


Gladys Stiers 
Lincoln, 25 Years 


Geneva, 20 Years 


Promotions, 


Tra nsfers and 


Title Changes 


Plant 
Phil Eckles, combinationman, Sutton, to ex- 
change manager, Edgar. 


COE, 


Lincoln. 


Dell C. Gilmore, installer-repairman, 

to subforeman, COE Installation, 
Glen E. McGown, 
A. J. Parde, 


groundman to lineman. 
groundman to combinationman, 


Beatrice. 

Louise Roth, service operator, Lincoln, to 
assistant chief service operator, general 
plant. 

Traffic 

Evelyn Soukup, operator, David City to 

Lincoln. 


Mr. and Mrs. 


are the 


Nelson Liesveld 


proud parents of a baby boy, 


born January 
4. Nelson is a member of the Supply De- 


partment. 


Although the three Americas and 
Europe contain only about one-third of 
the world’s population, they are servec 
by about 93 per cent of the world’s 
telephones. 


A bevy of Ss forms a pretty background tor tel 
_ perennial Santa, Ulin Cummings at their Christmas party. | 
& & yx Cy 23 Joey co § <) r# a z RaSh er ere 
The Wahoo Christmas party had a tine turn-ouk 
Santa found traveling very much to his liking this year See 
with plenty of snow for his heavily laden sleigh. So he took 
full advantage of conditions and visited nearly every nook 
and cranny of LT&T land. He found Christmas parties in 
full swing at places where he stopped and people with cam- : 
eras and flash bulbs shooting pictures in all directions of : 
the merry makers and their trees and presents. Many of these 
£3 party scenes are shown on these pages and along with the 
te parties are other activities such as the annual visits of the 

5 = 4 Pioneers to their retired or ailing telephone friends. Details 

< Reig a a lintiiesae, as, i » . Of the parties may be found in accounts written by area corre- 

ate ee ee a dent iate editors in the “Per ities i 

The commercja fot at Lincolt followed their usual patern \e — ‘ st Regs c associate editors in the ersonalities in the 

of gathering for a seven-oclock break hast on Monday, Me 24% 

Me a ig a 2s 3 Se é 3 ae ey ae pater : 
| The Chiet Cooks of the Sts}h00M SCHV i Ce par Vy. : 3 
: ¢ # "4 
Meaty LinshoK and 
| Aourleen trafic and commercial 
| gittls rally round the Gerreva Hee 
* * é * > 
Part of the audience at He Lincoln Wattic progres. 
Say” & i a a 
| The engineer's chorus ne crewed | 
gutte a Ship atthe 2°(aG G4 
ome LOOP PrP. 


; . ; 
: 
/ 


. 


| Zecuinseh MALC Bhd ConMAT CIA LUIS 


7 eo »* 
3) si it wad’ ak 7 ui A, : a > e ‘ . : 
Pe ere ae me soled FOrceS (R OC MetYy PaTYy 
pf ee GIES and sinles FeOFME | ~ EEE ee  —— — ba. 7 | 
2 | we Beattice assembly, - ee oy , —_ si 
| ere fa ros 
eae 


) rE rows 
if | Pt SS aie . 


em 2% 1 Sn PR Bye ~- o e ~~ - Se A ee et atl ate ne ~ NN « ? at. oF &3:, | Pe So ee. > ae ar les « wae . ‘se xz < -. =, Pea Tae hee. Tes — OE EBA 8 ee “ Me 5 8 ee © el Ee oe x PSS Se ay We Le wo 


2 


LCCOME Lioh ing on his gibt cigars at Nebp.Culy, 
Enjoying tis ailemna are Ceorge toacek, Art 
eekle kler, Marvin belch and Iran Livingston ~ » 


bertiia shapp. lett, and fuatly, 
LECEWO 2 CLISLWIS VISIT 
PPOMTONE! RCMLCLS HUTA} 
GESSHEL ID Fred SHASSCr. 
wineen P71 Sharp, ght, supply dept 
CMPAOYCE ROW IS HY 
SAVICE Was hote on tirlougs 
during the holidays. 


Aww 


The York group overflowed the 
corner oF he operators lounge, 3 


cd 
ri 


natin 


A committee of ten looked atter the 
aetatls at the Lincolutiattic party, 


" Abore and below ape two groups Who patted wound) 
the tree in the Feaurbury operators loonge . 


i 


Mt the 2° anh 4% Floor party, 6.0. Seatolt 
receives. a Sit trom the hands of “Bud” 
Lien, Master of Ceremomes. 


al 


 Pard of the Lincoln 
| Wrattie chow tine. 


ar Sates FT rey | 
SOY oreo 


 _-- 

| FH Strasser and Yu/dah Gessner 
_ were part of the group oF 1? Pronegs” 
who called on 37 retived fehouw members 
| on Sunday, December 30. Here Hiey 
exchange greetings with Mr and Mrs. 
| LC PaISONS. 


. ¥ 


4 sustchroom service aperators Sather ing, 


Stompin “ciate ene oP 


ene rf 


iy RELI 
< Ihe Lincoln club room was the scene of Hhé 


Lb LF Frmey, Compaty physician, 04 Daffon © 
aNO MS. Fimey, Snapped at The sutrohroom~ \ 
service party on December 27% 


Sar a 


Se 


5 sys ° 
: Personalities in the News } 


Eastern District 


Betty Miles, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Traffic and Commercial Departments 
held their Christmas party at the Rose 
Room with all in attendance. After dinner, 
Santa paid us his annual visit, distributing 
gifts to each one present. .. . Lois Conrad 
and Monica Beringer were presented fare- 
well gifts from the group. ... Miss Met- 
calf spent a few days with us a week ago. 
... LaVerne Rathjen is enjoying her vaca- 
tion visiting in Oklahoma and Texas. Mar- 
garet Rerucha spent her time off at home. 


Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton, Correspondent 

There was lots of excitement in the Ne- 
braska City Commercial office, December 
18, as we prepared for the annual Christ- 
mas party for the employees.of the tele- 
phone building. A dinner of baked ham 
with all the trimmings was served and 
afterwards gifts were exchanged. Mr. Cone 
received a very cute ash tray. . . . Those 
vacationing in the winter wonderland are 
Jane Herbster, Jacquelyn Durr, Elaine Gar- 
rens, Vera Orton and Max Jenkins. ... 
Vera and Dale Orton spent the Christmas 
week end in Sidney, Iowa. ... Ethyl Arm- 
strong had family Christmas dinner with 
her brother in Lincoln. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

The Telephone employees had a Christ- 
mas party in the office, December 21. The 
evening was spent in playing bingo and 
much fun was had when a tape recording 
was played back, having several choice 
bits that had been recorded unbeknown 
te the employees when they were doing 
a bit of “good conversation.” After a visit 
from Santa a very delightful lunch was 
served. ‘There were twenty-three present. 

. . The Telephone employees at the 
Weeping Water exchange were entertained 
by their manager, Robert Humiston, and 
Mrs. Humiston at their residence. The eve- 
ning was spent in watching television and 
playing games. After Santa made his visit, 
a most enjoyable lunch was served by the 
host and hostess. . . . Al Reed and family 
spent Christmas at York visiting their 
daughter. Pfc. Robert Tritsch arrived 
in Plattsmouth for the Christmas holidays, 
which was a pleasant surprise to his par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Tritsch. They 
spent Christmas day in Nebraska City at 
the home of Dr. W. C. Kenner. 

Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

Vacation time is just about winding up 

at Seward. Elmer Bean, of the Plant De- 


partment, spent his vacation at home get- 
ting acquainted with his new son. ... Man- 
ager Gray and family spent their vacation 


in Los Angeles, California. . . . The blood 
donors who gave blood to the recent Red 
Cross Drive were Vera _ Schluchebien, 


Eleanore Schutz of Traffic, Bernice Mueller 
of Commercial, and Art Balderson and 
Jerry Shipley of the Plant Department. 
. . . Seward is getting some changing done 
im the test room with the new inter-toll 
dialing being installed. . . The Seward 
cperators wish to thank the businessmen of 
Seward who remembered them at Christ- 
mas time. 


Wahoo Area 
Mae Beaty, Correspondent 

The last vacationer for this year was our 
chief operator, Ethel Daharsh, who spent 
most of her time redecorating her house. 
. .. The girls held their Christmas party 
at the Gibson Tea Room December 17, be- 
ginning at 7:30 P. M. with a turkey dinner. 
After an exchange of gifts, the evening was 
spent singing Christmas Carols and playing 
games until a late hour, when everyone 
left reporting a very good time. ... The 
Wahoo operators were very well remem- 
bered at Christmas by the Police and Fire 
departments and various businessmen, The 
following gifts, very much enjoyed by the 
operators, were received: 3 boxes of apples, 
approximately 18 pounds of candy, 5 pounds 
of nuts, and handkerchiefs. . . . It’s happened 
again—Alyce Rezac, our new Commercial 
Department cashier, is not only displaying 
her pretty dimples but also a new diamond 
ring. Date not decided on as yet. 
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General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 
Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


Doris Glock and Geraldine Wart are 
extremely excited about their coming trip 
to California via Texas and Mexico. Several 
parties have been held in their honor, and 
they have received some very “appropriate” 
gifts. .. . Del Knowlton took several flying 
lessons with her husband and was progress- 
ing very rapidly until she got to the place 
of learning how to crash land. Then she 
quit! ... We are happy to welcome Shirley 
Bauer back to work in the Printing De- 
partment. She had been on leave of absence. 
. .. Alvina Miller has a new niece. The 
little girl was most welcome as Alvina 
already has four nephews. . .. Johnny 
Backstrom was mailed a receipt from 
the Police Department for having paid 
a traffic ticket. Seems Johnny hadn’t com- 
mitted any misdemeanor, and immedi- 
ately informed the police of their error. 
It was strictly a case of “mistaken iden- 
tity” in license numbers and, consequently, 
he was cleared of all suspicion. Better 
watch your step, John—maybe that was a 
warning of what is to come. ... Mary Ann 
Wanek has a sparkle in her eye due to 
the “sparkler” on her third finger left hand. 
Congratulations, Mary Ann. ... Many of 
the employees finished the old year by 
going on vacation. Mr. Sievers and Irene 
Stolz each spent a week at home, Beverly 
Irons went to Missouri, and Harold Brady 
went south—Louisiana, Texas, and there- 
abouts. Mr. Franklin went to Chicago to 
get acquainted with his granddaughter, and 
Rose Riggs spent three weeks in Delaware 
with her daughter and family. We are 
sorry to say, however, Rose was ill the 
entire time she was away. And your asso- 
ciate editor finished her vacation by going 
home and getting chicken pox. It must be 
a second childhood we are going through. 


Commercial Department 
General Commercial Office 


Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


Holiday vacations were enjoyed by Mr. 
Hale, Mr. Walroth and Bernice Peckler. 
Mr. Hale spent his time at home, and Mr. 
Walroth journeyed to Superior for a few 
days. Bernice Peckler didn’t have any 
trouble getting her fingers limbered up 
for typing after returning from her vaca- 
tion, as she spent most of her time typing 
papers for her husband. . . Television 
enthusiasts in our office are convincing the 
rest of us that it’s a pretty nice thing to 
have. Latest TV owners are Ken Boshart 


and Mr. Hale. . . . Joan Moorberg is very 
proud of her new little niece, born this 
month. With five nephews, Joan was 
almost giving up hope. Our office, 
together with the Business Office, enjoyed 
an early morning Christmas breakfast De- 
cember 24. The food was delicious and 
everyone had a very nice time. .. . Lending 
support to the Company Christmas chorus 
from our office were Joan Moorberg, Mr. 
Gorman and Mr. Walroth. 


Lincoln Business Office 
‘Phyllis Otte, Associate Editor 


Winding up another year’s events we find 
a few late vacationers. . . . Barb Huston 
enjoyed the holiday in Grand Island as 
did Mary Lou Clark. Helen Schelquist 
spent Christmas at her home in Iowa... . 
We're sure the girls had a wonderful time 
but they did miss a very nice Christmas 
breakfast. . . . December 24 was the date 
and although 7:00 A.M. is an early hour, 
almost everyone was there. George Ram- 
sey got a wee bit fouled up and came in 
just a little late—it seems he was at home 
in his trundle bed waiting patiently for 
someone to call. Better luck next time, 
George. Alex Geist was M.C. and Bill 
Quinn played Santa. The hilarity mounted 
as everyone fished for their gifts from back 
of a screen. Bill was very accommodating 
and saw that everyone got “just what they 
always wanted.” Jack Caldwell added color 
in his Chef’s apparel. Cinnamon on scram- 
bled eggs is delicious. Is this one of your 


original dishes, McGoo?? Our thanks again 
to the committee for jobs well done. ... 
The Business Office was well represented 
with seven in the Company Christmas 
chorus this year. We enjoyed the music 
very much. 


Construction Department 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Ray Boling decided to get away from 
all this ice and snow and spent his three 
weeks vacation in sunny California with 
his daughter and family. He reported a 
wonderful trip. Brick Smith finished up 
his vacation with a trip to Kansas City. 
Other vacationers included Alfred Fritz, 
Bob Cardwell, Roy Mills, Francis Nichel- 
son and Royce Wilson. ... Kenneth Peters 
is back at work after spending three weeks 
in Vets Hospital where he underwent an 
appendectomy. Alfred Fritz is now 
working in the shop until such time as he 
can have the cast removed from his foot. 
. . . We just heard that Marv Pilfold has 
had his cast removed and will be back at 
work real soon. ... Tom Goldenstein was 
in to tell us goodbye—he left the day after 
Christmas for Washington state and from 
there—Japan. A letter from George 
Wasson tells us that he has reached his 
destination. 


Lincoln Service Department 
By JoAnn Schulte 


The Service Department really was busy 
this month. .. . Della Kyckelhahn went to 


Texas. She said she enjoyed herself, but 
was a little disappointed because it wasn’t 
as warm there as she had expected. 
Finishing up their vacations for this year 
were Dorothy Miller, Ralph Connors, Jack 
Mankamyer, S. J. Dennis, Ray Clinton, 
D. L. Donoho and A. T. Albers. Most of 
these were taken over the holidays. Lyman 
Neff took off for Oregon when his three 
weeks arrived. He spent the holidays with 
his son and family in Oregon and his 
daughter and her family in Washington. 
: A. B. Smith traveled to Miami to 
watch the Nebraska-Miami football game. 
He went on scenic trips all around Miami, 
Miami Beach and New Orleans and reports 
a wonderful time. . .. Ed Dulin is spending 
a couple of month’s time in California while 
on sick leave from the Cable Department. 
_. R. L. Hibbert and O. A. Nelson are 
on their vacations now. W. Ahrens is also 
on his vacation and A. K. Robison took 
his during the holidays. . . . Max Walker 
and Claude Helm spent their vacation time 
hunting. ... C. H. Bottorff spent his vaca- 
tion in Oklahoma and Texas during the 
Christmas holidays. ... J. E. Findley, also 
on vacation, has been reported as playing 
Santa. He’s working for the Post Office, 
Natch! ... W. E. Hayes had a vacation 
also. . . . Warren Shuck, foreman at the 
“3” office, went wild in bowling the other 
night—10 strikes in a row—score, 235: va 
The Service Department celebrated with 
two Christmas parties this year. Part of 
the group gathered at Grenemeier’s Hall 
while the Switchroom and others in the 
Department had their good time in the 
Company club room. The program for the 
latter party included a movie, cards, games 
and a delicious lunch. There were three 
guests, Dr. and Mrs. Finney, and Doug 
Perryman, a retired employee. . Belle 
Howery, service operator, 1s back at work 
now after an operation. ... Ronald Martin, 
switchroom, is on leave of absence. He left 
December 13 for the Air Corps. ... We 
wish all of you a very Happy New Year. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Furloughs at home over the holidays 
were enjoyed by three of the Supply pe 
partment servicemen. Art Sharp flew in 
from Randolph Field, Texas; Dick Eno and 
his wife drove home from Florida; and 
Dean and Mrs. Hobson drove from Camp 
Gordon, Georgia. Dean had just been home 
in November on convalescent leave, but 
even the long drive back to Lincoln again 
in December didn’t dampen his enthusiasm 
over an opportunity to be at home for 
Christmas. From the viewpoint of a 
huntsman, the thrill of thrills was experi- 
enced by Kent Eno last month, with com- 
pletion of a very short but successful deer 
hunt in Morrill County. ... Mr. and Mrs. 


Santa Claus (Harold Brady) dropped in at 
the Sutton Pioneer party to give presents 
to everyone. Receiving them here = are 
Moreane Alldritt, Frieda Ross, Mrs. Max 
Walker and Elmer Moorhead. 


Stacy spent Christmas in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
getting acquainted with their brand new 
granddaughter, Kathryn Marie Porter. Kath- 
Tyn’s mother will be remembered as Mar- 
garet Stacy, a former employee in the Mail 
Room and Service Department. . . . Dar- 
lene Chantry is eagerly anticipating a trip 
to Schenactedy, New York, where she and 
her husband. will soon be making their 
home. Her husband will be among the 
mid-year graduates of the Engineering Col- 
lege of the University of Nebraska. They 
will be leaving for the East soon after his 
graduation. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


About the most talked of topic has been 
our Traffic Christmas party which was held 
in the basement club rooms, December 19. 
An enthusiastic crowd was entertained by 
a cast of truly good artists on the program 
and an exchange of gifts. A delicious lunch 
was served by the refreshment committee. 
John Kalvin, master of ceremonies, opened 
the program with a reading, “The Littlest 
Angel,” by Carol Becker. Other numbers 
were a trumpet solo by Roger Brendle, two 
girls who played the accordion; the humor- 
ous and well rendered songs by the Lincoln 
High octet; a reading in French dialect by 
Kathleen Carey; two songs sung by Virginia 
Rolles; and last to mention, but not least, 
several songs by Frankie Schultz, age 6 
years, accompanied by Dorothea Heckman. 
We all fell in love with Frankie and pro- 
nounced him a future celebrity. The various 
committees were: decorating, Patricia Min- 
nick and Mary C. Trant, with Doris Kra- 
mer, chairman; publicity, Patricia Wamsot, 
Jacqueline Crook, Nello Speidell and Ver- 
letta Gable, with Cecile Simons, chairman; 
program, Martha Hock, Mary Ormand, 
Rexane Bretta and Kathryn Barnes, with 
Berdina Rau, chairman; refreshment, Arlene 
Fitzpatrick, Betty Walsh, Esther Borchers, 
Tippy Wicken, Evelyn Bremer, Maxine 
Pointer, Marlene Thompson, Esther Filipi 
and Miss Churchill, with Barbara Miller, 
chairman. .. Mary Love and Virginia Weg- 
ner are dazzling us with new diamonds. . 
Vacationers include Belva Jean Thompson, 
Vera Wasson, Dorothe Keller, Nello Spei- 
dell, Martha Grebert and Mary Clipson. 


Southern. District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 

Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 
Myron Birdsley started the month off 
right by buying a house. His interpreta- 
tion was “so he wouldn’t get thrown out 
in the street.” . . .Information was startled 
one day to receive a call for Santa 
Claus. After some quick thinking, she 
told the young inquirer that it would 
be necessary to make a long distance call. 
Not to be daunted, he called the long dis- 
tance operator. She told him it would re- 
quire a call to the North Pole where there 
was no telephone. Final conclusion was 
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Section of the York operating department with Hattie Marquardt seated at the informa- 
ion desk at left talking to Ardis Burhoop and Chief Operator Edna Pflughaupt seated 


at right visiting with Carmen Sullivan. 


that he would just write a letter to Santa. 
The Traffic Department held their 
annual Christmas party on December 17 
at the home of Edna Mae Clark. Various 
games were played and gifts exchanged. 
Everyone had a very nice time. . . . Mar- 
cene Milam was a recent visitor in Mis- 
souri. Margie Bohling’s boy friend is home 
on a visit from his duties in Canada. Oakel 
Butler’s son, Paul, is now in the Navy and 
stationed in San Diego. While on his way 
through Mexico he sent his mother a cactus 
lace handkerchief which she was. very 
pleased to receive. Doris Smith is 
sporting a big diamond. One day she acci- 
dentally left it lay in the wash room. She 
probably won’t try thet again!!! .. . With 
the beginning of the new season, several 
of the girls have been practicing up on 
their bowling. . . . Lew Milam sent, from 
his greenhouse, a lovely bouquet of yellow 
mums. Also, all the girls were very pleased 
to receive a sprig of mistletoe from him!! 
Doctor Scott sent everyone a_ beautiful 
poinsetta. ... Ted Biggerstaff, son of Doro- 
thy Biggerstaff, found that it took more 
than an imagination to be Tarzan. He fell 
and broke an arm while swinging from 
double doors. Amel McVay has the cold 
wave well in hand with his new earmuffs. 
After having his pictures taken he refused 
to let anyone see them. ‘Too modest, no 
doubt. . . . Marcus Johnson has a new 
pair of shoes. In his daily routine of dust- 
ing the floors with the dustmop, he just 
brushes it over his shoes, too. Saves time 
and a_ shoeshine. Doris Caspers and 
Marcene Kite have finished their toll 
training. 
Beatrice Area 
Ruth Kiesow, Correspondent 
Late vacationers this year were Ellen 
Butterfield and Veronica Siske. Ellen had 
a very enjoyable time just resting and 
Veronica caught up with her sewing and 
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Christmas shopping. ... Our annual Christ- 
mas party was Friday evening, December 
14, in the basement of the telephone build- 
ing. A delicious buffet dinner was heartily 
enjoyed by all!! It consisted of scalloped 
chicken, whipped potatoes, gravy, cranberry 
salad, tuna salad, cheese, hot buttered rolls, 
coffee and orange chiffon pie. . . . This 
dinner more or less continued throughout 
the evening so that all the operators, in- 
cluding those who worked late, could par- 
ticipate too. This was greatly appreciated. 
After dinner a group picture was taken, in 
front of the Christmas tree, in the operators’ 
lounge. It required a great deal of patience 
for the photographer to get our group quiet 
end properly arranged. For those kneeling 
it was rather uncomfortable and an oppor- 
tune time for nylons to break and run. 
After recuperating from the group picture, 
there was a gift exchange, everyone receiv- 
ing nice gifts. All went home happy and 
thenkful for the good fellowship. 


Fairbury Area 
Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 


Irene James leaves Friday morning to 
spend the week end with her husband, who 
is stationed at Wichita Falls, Texas. Con- 
sequently, she is all smiles now. Helen 
Thompson is spending her vacation at 
Oklahoma City. Betty Furry spent the week 
end in Fort Scott, Kansas, visiting with her 
brother who was home on furlough. Geral- 
dene Donaldson spent a week end at Chey- 
enne, Wyoming. Darwin Gollehon, of the 
Plant Department, has been on his vacation, 
spending it in Omaha, McCook and around 
Lincoln. . The annual Christmas party 
was held in the office basement and con- 
sisted of a covered dish dinner and ex- 
change of gifts.... J. C. Gear, Wire Chief, 
is back on duty after spending about two 
weeks in and out of the hospital. We are 
happy to report he is getting along nicely. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

Norma Lee Hahn spent part of her vaca- 
tion with her folks at Hamburg, Iowa, and 
the rest of the time was spent at her own 
home doing “just whatever she felt like.” 
Clara Costello was absent from work a 
few days in order to care for her mother, 
who injured her ankle in a fall on an icy 
sidewalk. She’s much better now. Henri 
Goracke was in Ord, Nebraska, one week 
end recently. She says she went there to 
hunt (big game) and had a very good 
time. Belva Robinson has a heavy left 
hand on which she’s flashing a big diamond. 
When the basketball season opened, 
there were groans and moans from some 
employees who had been limbering up for 
the games, among which were Bill Eckles, 
Jim Smith and Raymond Johnson... Tyler 
Ryan’s fame as an excellent chef got him 
a job when the Chamber of Commerce had 
a special Trade Day and served free pan- 
cakes, sausage and coffee. . . . Raymond 
Johnson has been having some tough luck 
trapping muskrat. He had caught some- 
thing all right, but all that was left were 
the feet. He was the only guy around 
with a dozen muskrat feet. . .. The girls 
in the Traffic and Commercial Depart- 
ments enjoyed a Christmas party, Decem- 
ber 18. After a few good card games, lunch 
was served and gifts were exchanged. Every- 
one felt that Santa had been good to them, 
a little in advance of Christmas, and the 
surprise of the evening was the electric 
coffee maker given to the girls by Goldie 
and Fred Busenbarrick. ... Our telephone 
office has often been mistaken for other 
public utilities, such as the Gas Company 
or the Electric Company, but the climax 
came one day when a man came into the 
office to return the chairs that had been 

borrowed from the mortuary!! 


Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 
The operators and cashier held their 
Christmas party on December 19. They 


enjoyed a delicious steak dinner and later 
attended a show. 


Crete Telephone Company News: Neva 
johnson spent her vacation in Denver. 
William O. McOmber, manager, spent his 
vacation in Washington, D. C., visiting rela- 
tives. His daughter accompanied him home 


to spend the holidays. Helen Cudly under- 
went a tonsillectomy at the Crete Hospital 
recently. Lydia McGuire had a tonsillec- 
tomy at the St. Elizabeth’s Hospital in 
Lincoln on December 21. ... The oper- 
ators and commercial employees held a 
Christmas party at the office, December 17. 
They enjoyed a lovely dinner and had an 
exchange of gifts. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 

A group of women from the P,E.O. Chap- 
ter visited the office on December 5... . 
LaRene Krupicka and Virginia Baker added 
another year to their age and the rest of us 
added another pound with all that delicious 
candy and such. ... Mr. Minich is finish- 
ing off the year with the remainder of his 
vacation. Most of the time is being spent 
at home visiting with his son, Pfc. William 
Minich, who is home on leave from the Air 
Force. Bill is stationed at Lowry Field. 
... Mr. Scheierman left for the warm sun- 
shine of Texas to spend the holidays with 
his daughter and family. . . . The Geneva 
Traffic and Commercial girls had their 
annual Christmas party on December 17. 
Gifts were exchanged and a delicious lunch 
was served. The girls each received a box 
of candy from the Geneva Fire Department. 


Hastings Area 


Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 


Two employees of the Traffic Depart- 
ment have been enjoying vacations. Louise 
Kelso visited at her home in Pauline, and 
Minnie Schlitt spent her vacation in Cali- 
fornia visiting her brother and family. The 
trip was made by plane. .. . Women em- 
ployees of the Telephone Company were 
entertained at a Christmas party in the 
Telephone Building. Toys for the Good- 
fellows were contributed by those attending, 
and gifts were exchanged. A musical pro- 
gram included violin selections by Carol 
Lee Banta, accompanied by Janet McCand- 
less, and piano solos by Gloria Jones and 
Margie Henry. Moreane Alldritt read “The 
Christmas Spirit.” Anna Larson headed the 
committee in charge, assisted by Lyla 
Schnase, Zelma Mason, Jacqueline Utecht, 
Shirley Nielsen, Lois Jean Johnson and 
Moreane Alldritt. 


The serving table at the 
Sutton Pioneer party. Coming 
through at left for their supper 
are Mr. and Mrs. Alex Pauley, 
Mr. and Mrs. Vance Embrey, 
Frieda Ross, Edna Pflughaupt 
and Marie Pearson. The serv- 
ers are Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Flowerday, Catherine Cassell, 
Norma Nuss and Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Mankamyer. 
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How're We Doin’? 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1951 


Oe eneheug ees 3,718 


Total Stations in 
Service 12-31-51 


105,682 


Hebron Area 
Janice Kripal, Correspondent 


Mrs. Florence Cameron, operator, and 
Margaret Lautenschlager, chief operator at 
Davenport, each donated a pint of blood 
when the Blood-Mobile was in Davenport, 
December 19. . The employees would 
like to extend their thanks to the many 
subscribers who sent in the lovely gifts 
and cards. 


Superior Area 
Donna J. Henriksen, Correspondent 
The Superior employees enjoyed a Christ- 
mas party December 18, at the Lady Vesty 
Room in the Dudley Hotel. There was a 
large crowd, games were played, and fol- 
lowing an exchange of gifts, lunch was 
served. Everyone reported a good time. 
Micky McNulty and her husband 
report an enjoyable trip to Colorado 
Springs, which gave them an opportunity 
to try out their new car... . Levetta Dunn, 
a traffic employee, was in the hospital a 
few days last week. She is now getting 
along fine. 
Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 
A Christmas dinner party was held De- 
cember 18, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. H. Mankamyer. Present were Mr. and 
Mrs. R. H. Culver and Bobbie, Mr. and 
Mrs. D. D. Firme, Mr. and Mrs. R. H. 
Hunzeker, Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Cassell, Mr. 
and Mrs. Vincent Nagle, Mr. and Mrs. 
E. A. Moorhead and Beverly of Clay Cen- 
ter, Mr. and Mrs. P. V. Eckles and Dickie 
of Edgar, and Norma Nuss. Gifts were 
exchanged and card games played... - If 
anyone happened to see P. V. Eckles ear- 
nestly discussing something with Elmer 
Moorhead, it was just that for three days 
Phil was trying to bargain with Elmer on 
a sled for his little boy. Finally, Phil man- 
aged to buy it for $1.00. Later bragging 
about his good bargain to the other boys. 
he found out that Elmer had bought the 
sled 11 years ago for only 98c. . . . Bob 
Hunzeker won second prize of $15.00 for 
the best decorated residence in the city of 
Sutton. 
York Area 
Marlyce Widga, Correspondent 
Christmas is here again and with it came 
several layers of snow and wind in answer 
to the many wishes for a “White Christ- 


mas.” Enjoying the Christmas holidays, 
“Rocky” Light, commercial department, 
journeyed to the small metropolis of Polk, 
ber home town. While seeking Christmas 
“whereabouts,” Duane Grove gave the 
answer, “Going to mooch off of my in-laws 
at Humboldt.” ... Alex Pauley, plant de- 
partment, rates a vacation at this time 
of the year and plans on spending it in and 
around York, doing as little as possible, 
and staying close to the fire. . . . Alice 
Peters, traffic department, journeyed to 
Lincoln to share Christmas with her mother 
end sister, while most of the other Com- 
pany employees stayed close to home... . 
Santa Claus must have visited Loretta 
siffring a bit early as it is reported that 
she is sporting a sparkling new diamond 
ring, the lucky fellow being Roger Wyatt, 
an employee of the Gas Company... . In 
keeping with the Christmas spirit, the 
women employees enjoyed a party and gift 
exchange in the Operators’ Lounge on De- 
cember 12. Mrs. Pflughaupt, Chief Oper- 
ator, gave each girl a combination of hand 
cream and soap and the Bell Clinic gave 
a box of Bauer’s chocolates to each one. 
Marguerite Ienn and her crew worked ail 
day at her apartment making sandwiches 
and preparing the lunch, while Greta Mer- 
rick headed the entertainment committee. 

. Patty Moran and Joyce Tegler, traf- 
fic department, had the honor of attending 
the Military Ball at the University of Ne- 
braska on December 7... . As a result of 
the initiation of the bowling team’s new 
yellow and blue shirts the team won three 
games, had high team game, high team 
series, and high individual series for the 
night. The girls decided since the shirts 
were such an inspiration, it would be a 
fine idea to get new shirts each week... . 
Beverly Smith, commercial department, was 
hostess to a slumber party on December 15. 
A rather sleepless night (and morning) was 
had by all. . . . Gloria Parks, while work- 
ing at the information desk one _ night, 
seemed to get all flustered about some- 
thing and answered “Rate & Rot Operator” 
instead of route and rate operator, as she 
was supposed to. ... And then there was 
Artie Gee and her troubles again. It seems 
as though her foot went to sleep in the 
movie. When Mrs. Gee was ready to leave, 
her foot wasn’t and left her “laying in the 
aisle.” 


Broadcast from Frank H. Woods’ Home 


Features Activities of Employees Chorus 


The employees Christmas chorus had 
another busy and successful season this 
year. After two months of rehearsals 
they made a number of appearances at 
Lincoln and on December 7 part of the 
group traveled to Sutton to present a 
program at the telephone Pioneers 
party there. 

Featuring the Lincoln activities was 
a 30 minute broadcast over KFOR on 
December 20, from the home of Frank 
H. Woods, and after the broadcast the 
group enjoyed the gracious hospitality 
of Mr. Woods and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
C. Woods. On December 18 the chorus 
entertained audiences at Tabitha Home, 
White Hall and the Veterans Hospital, 
and the day before Christmas sang for 
fellow employees at the 21st and L 
building and General Office Building. 

Chauncey Eggerss was in general 
charge of the organization and arrange- 
ments for appearances of the chorus. 
Director for the group was Professor 
Leonard Paulson of Nebraska Wesleyan 
University and Professor Paul LeBar 
accompanied on the piano and organ. 


The picture above was taken at the 
scene of the broadcast at Mr. Woods’ 
home. Seated in the front row, left to 
right, are Vernita Vorce, Georgia Story, 
Jean Paulsen, Verna Alexander and 
Geraldine Wart. In the second row are 
Shirley Norton, Frank H. Woods, Mar- 
tha Dietrich, Ann Dealey, Lola Heth- 
erington, Myrna Friedrichsen, Pearl 
Bishop, Ruth Hetherington and Virginia 
Kuchera. The men are W. W. Eden. 
Loren Powell, Roy Mills, Harold Brady, 
Paul Eggerss, Lloyd Cleveland, A. B. 
Gorman, George Walroth, Roger 
Ghormley, Chauncey Eggerss, Profes- 
sor Leonard Paulson, Professor Paul 
LeBar, Av Bondarin, radio announcer, 
and George Ramsey. Unable to attend 
the broadcast were Virginia Wegner, 
Mary Pohlenz, Janice Benedetto, Alice 
Westling and Joan Moorberg. 

The scenes below were taken at 
White Hall as the group sang for the 
children there and were in turn ser- 
enaded with “Silent Night” by the 
kiddies, and in one of the wards at 
Veterans Hospital. 
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— 2  ADPING To THE ComPLICATED 
PATTERN OF THE LIFE OF 

AYLER RYAN, TECUMSEH , WAS 
AWE AOVENTURE WITH THE 
CYIZEN WHO INSISTED ON 
RETURNING 10 THE TELEPHONE 
OFFICE, A DOZEN CHAIRS 
UJHICH HAD APPARENTLY Geen 
‘BORROWED FROM A LOCA 

MORTURRN - 


1 HOPE IT DIDN'T INTERFERE 
WIT ANY OF YouR FUNERALS ! 
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Gust Fostst- 


MADAM ,1 WAS 


NEVER 50 | 
INSULTED “ pC He ae Construction Foreman es 
IN MY LIFE. HOSPITAL THE NuRzE —GOT STUCK TIGHT INTHE SNOW RECENTLY, BUT \ 
ue d ArceN MAKING MANAGED TO GET OUT OF THE PREDICAMENT WITH LITILE 


ENTRIES ON A TABLET. . .! 
ANSWERING TED‘'S INQUIRY 
S5HE CONFIDED THAT SHE © 
WAS CHECKING “THE LINEN ; 
WHEREUPON MR. BURGE 
AROSE , WITH GREAT 
DIGNITY AND DEMANDED 
AN APOLOGY FoR HER 
SUSPICIONS .« 


INCONVENIENCE 10 HIMSELF. TWO OBLIGING LADIES, WALKING 
B¥, CHME Jo THE RESCUE AND GAVE THE CAR THE NeebED PUSH. 


RATE AND 
5 ROT 


OPERATOR | 


——————SSSSSS Fs IDENTIFIED HERSELF IN HER FIRST 
RICK AT THE RATE AND ROUTE DESK. 


NS EZ, 
fie, 7 WHILE ARTIS GEE YoRKRAFFIC, 
Om, 


Yi 
C.CONE HAS Tul TELEPHONES 5 A FACCTHAT 
BRINGS ABOUT MANY INTERESTING SITUATIONS. 
ONE MORNING HE AFTEMPTED 10 CALL JOHN 


—_ WAS ATTENDING A SHOW, HER FOOT 
_ WENT To SLEEP, BUT ARTIS WAS 
" UNAWARE OF THE FACT. . 


GRACE CRUSE, PERSONNEL 

SECRETARY, CAME UPON ‘ AS SHE PREPARED fo LEAVE. MCKINZIE, BUT GAVE THE OPERATOR THE NUMBER. 

@ CAN LAGELtD “SALTED i, ¢ ae FIEMPED Bor LY INTO | | OF HIS OTHER TELEPHONE BY MISTAKE. . AS 
PERNUTS" HMONG THE PARTY. SERA Ne ae TED | | THE BELLS RANG AND RANG;THAD WENT INTO 
SUPPLIES WHICH ARE KEPT PARALYSED PEDAL MEMBEK AWE DEEP DISH SITTERS AS HE FACED THE CHOICE 

; ill es ip w cHeck GAVE WAY BENEATH OF HANG UP ON We CALL 10 THE BOSS OR. 
LM 1c. FRESHNESS OF THE CONTENTS NER « Lae a Ala aL cs LL 
~- AND UTTERED A PIERCING : 


SCREAM AS A THREE-FOOT SNAKE 
SHOT OUT OF THE OPENING. IT WAS 


| SURE TOOK THE OLD THERE'S ONE BORN 


ONE OF GUYSEATONS PARTY SNAKES, OF COURSE | |\ BOY To A CLEANING | EVERY MINUTE ! 
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“TOMMY HEDGES, HASTINGS, CALLED AT A 
FARM HOUSE 10 TALK ABOUT TREE 
ARIMMING- THE DOORBELL WAS ELECTRIC- 

ALLY OPERATED AND THOUGH HE PUSHED 
AND WAITED, NO ONE CAME 10 THE DOOR . 
TOMMY THEN LEANED OVER 10 INSPEC 
AWE PUSH BUTTON - To SEE IF IT WAS 
IN WORKING ORDER . . HE WAS IN 
THAT POSITION WHEN THE FARMER'S 
WIFE CAME To THE DOOR. Tommy 
HAD A HARD TiME CONVINCING HER 
AWAT HE WASN'T IN -THE ACT OF 
PEEKING THROUGH THE KEYHOLE. 


PHIL ECKLES BARTERED FOR TARES DAYS 

WITd ELMER MOORHEAD IN BUYING A 

SLED FOR HIS YOUNG 5ON, FINALLY 

MANAGING fo SWING THE DEAL FoR 

‘fA DOLLAR. . LATER, BRAGGING ABOUT 

#15 GREAT BARGAIN HE WAS INFORMED 
THAT ELMER WAS ALSO BOASTING 
OF HIS SH¥YLOCK AGILITIES, HAVING 
PURCHASED THE SLED ELEVEN YEARS 
BEFORE FOR GY CENTS! 


Jo¥cé GRABOWSKI, ACCOUNTING , CAME BACK FROM 

A HOLIDAY VISIT WITH KINFOLK ATORD AND 

WAS QUITE PERTURBED AT THE OBVIOUS EFFORTS OF 

THE OTHER BUS PASSENGERS TB KEEP AT A DISTANCE 

FROM HER, IN FACT HER END OF THE BUS WAS 
EMPTY SAVE FOR HERSELF, SHE FOUND OUT 
WHY ON REACHING HOME WHERE HER MIRROR. 
REVEALED HER FACE BROKEN OUT IN A FULL 
SIZED CHSE OF CHICKEN POX ! 
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Camera Views of th 
ew Lincoln Building 


These pictures taken around the 
Sirst of this month will help bring 
YOu up to date on what is going on 
in the new Lincoln equipment 
building, 1. View of building from 
Southeast. This is as high as it is 
Jong at present. Five more stories 
will be added later. 2. The giant 
“r cooler tank for the air condi- 
ttoner, 3. The marble facing of the 
South exterior interests Lyman 
Neff. 4, Roy Carlson looks over the 
Centrifugal compressor for the air 
conditioner. 5. The 117 foot long 
cable vault gives one the impres- 
Ston of peering through a tunnel. 
6. C. E. Cummings and W. W. Eden, 
who have had much to do with 
planning the new building, mark 
the location of the future main 
frame. The tile wall behind them 
has just been laid. 7. Cummings and 
Eden inspect projecting corbels on 
which beams of an east addition 
will some day rest. The brick wall 
from the first story up will come out 
when the east addition is built. The 
south side will be stone. 8. Cus- 
todian Lyman Neff gazes in awe at 
the size and capacity of the twin 
coal burning boilers. 9. Cummings 
inspects the new 350 HP motor for 
the air conditioning unit. 


Unauthorized Attachments 


Cripple Telephone Service 


EOPLE with an inventive turn of mind have come up 

with almost as wide a variety of gadgets and attachments 
for telephones as Heinz has pickles. These are designed and 
sold as additions which are supposed to either make the 
telephone easier to use or improve service. Actually, how- 
ever, their use produces just the opposite result. 

All too often trouble shooters find the cause of com- 
plaints to be one of these so-called “helpful” attachments. 
The recent experience of a combinationman is an example. 
Called out on a routine case of trouble, it took him only a 
brief glance to see that the subscriber was getting unsatis- 
factory service because she had covered the cord with a 
plastic cord retainer. Old and brittle, the plastic. had cut 
the telephone cord and caused a short in the wires inside. 


Another customer was somewhat reluctant to give up 
the “shoulder rest’ attachment on his telephone until it was 
pointed out that it held the handpiece up when it was 
placed on the telephone and would not permit the plunger 
to operate the full distance and disconnect the line. The 
result—complaints that his line was too often busy. 


Incidents such as these are not limited to plastic cord 
covers and shoulder rests. Other trouble makers on the 
long list include such things as dial locking devices, number 
plate caps, coin devices, plastic ash trays, plastic telephone 
soe directory covers, memo pad attachments and many 
others. 


To telephone people who have observed the way in 
which these unauthorized attachments can cripple service, 
there is sound reasoning behind the Company’s tariff regu- 
lations which prohibit their use—and good reason also for 
employees to take every opportunity to suggest their 
removal. 


A rogue of former days was dug up from the Pioneers historical 
collection and is being used here by Jarve Dennis of Toll Test. The 
old telephone was encumbered with a plastic cord retainer, an 
attached memo pad, a special “‘germ proof’’ mouth piece and even 
had a sliding drawer on the base for a reference pad. 


If Joan Moorberg of General Commercial really used this shoulder 
rest she probably would be calling the Service Department to com- 
Plain that nobody could ring her. The attachment holds the hand 
Piece up and prevents the plunger from operating all the way. 
Result—a ‘‘busy”’ line. 


@ Bob Ross of Accounting isn’t doing much talking over this tele- 
phone. The plastic cord retainer became old and brittle and cut 
the telephone cord that it was supposed to protect. 


~~ws ‘Look, there are ads on this telephone book,”’ observes Mary 
Levendusky of Engineering. The advertising that our customers 
Pay good money for can’t be seen on the other directory because 
the fancy cover hides them. 


How Much DoYouKnow =. 


About Your Income Tax ? ; 


t) 


_ 
<i" 
nd aif 


Ai 


= 


wD 
Nz 
ul 
mi 


Ss 
1 | 


A Len-Minute Quiz Which May Save You Money and 
Help You Fill Out Your Federal Income Tax Form 


Editor’s Note: Whether or not you can find anything humorous 
in paying your income tax, you will want to test yourself with this 
tax quiz. It is based on material furnished by the American Institute 
of Accountants, the national professional society of certified public 
accountants—which ciaims that although taxes are a serious subject, 


sometimes a light approach helps people learn more about how 


they may save money with Uncle Sam’s blessings. 


fs Your Mother-in-law Worth $600? 


Your mother-in-law moved in with you 
on January 1, 1951. She is dependent on 
you for everything except conversation. 
However, she has a small pension of $599 
a year, which she keeps for herself. Can 


you list her as a dependent on your 
tax return? 


acacee. It all depends. 


Answer. It all depends. If the $599 
pension is all the income she has——and 
. you spent more than that in taking care 
of her—then she is a dependent. That means she is a $600 exemp- 
tion on your return. 


The rule about dependents is simple. You may take a $600 
dependency exemption for anyone closely related to you by blood 
or marriage, provided that you contributed more than half his upkeep 
and his total taxable income is less than $600 for the year. Any 
dependency exemptions, of course, are in addition to the personal 
exemption of $600 you take for yourself. | 


Sawing a Married Couple in Half 


Although you married your wife be- 
cause you thought she had a legacy, it 
turns out that she has no income of her 
own. In fact, because she spends most 
of your pay check, she really has Jess 
than no income. Can the two of you 
split your income on a Joint tax return? 


scents Perhaps. 
tee Only Houdini could do it. 


Answ Tec ; ; 

swer. Yes, you can—-and married 
| . couples can nearly always save money 
r > - of - c. ( = ° ~ x . * : ; Z ‘ 
by filing joint return Ou can file a4 joint return with your wife 
as long as you were married and living together on the 
the year, or if your wife died during the year. 


last day of 
, It makes no differ- 
ence whether your wife has any income of her own-—-or whether 


you get married on January Ist or December 31et. 


Form vs. Expediency 


You usually file a simplified form 1040A and take the standard 
deduction of ten per cent of your income. Your wife says you ought 
to figure up your actual deductions on a long form 1040, because 
it might save you money. Is this a case of doing it the hard way? 


edie: Yes. ede J IO: ........-Your wife is always right. 


Answer. Your wife may be right. Most wage earners file a 
simplified form 1040A (used only when total income from all 
sources is $5000 or less) or a short form 1040 (used only when 
income from wages or salaries is $5000 or 
less and income from other sources is not 
more than $100) and take the standard 
ten per cent deduction. However, many 
could save money by itemizing their 
actual deductions on a long form 1040. 
If your actual deductions amount to more 
than ten per cent of your income, then 
you have to file a long form 1040 in 
order to claim them. Your best bet is to 


check your deductions carefully to find 
out which form is best for you. 


SEE, YOU SAVED 
“TWENTY CENTS! 


Home, Sweet Home (Taxwise) 


You have just received a bill of $341 from the roof repairman 
who replaced the shingles blown off your house in the hurricane 
last fall. The monthly mortgage payment is due at the bank. Your 
town property tax bill of $225 is expected any day. Should you sell 
the house and move to the hills? 


eed Immediately. oo dNext month, 


ee You should grin and bear it. 
G 


Answer. Taxwise, you can probably 


afford to grin and bear it. 

Home owners have a number of tax 
advantages. The interest on your mort- 
gage for example, is deductible on your 
tax return. So are real estate and prop- 
erty taxes, as well as casualty losses which 
are not offset by insurance. (An addi- 
tional deductible item is interest on home 
repair and other loans.) 


In today’s market, selling your home 

might result in a tax problem. Suppose it cost you $8,000 in 1946, 
you have made no improvements, and you sell the house today 
for $12,000. You have to pay a tax on the $4,000 difference 
unless within one year before or after you sell your old house, you 
buy another which costs at least $12,000. If you build a_ house 
costing $12,000, you must occupy it within one year before or 18 
months after your sale. However, if you sell the house at a loss. 
you cannot take a deduction. 
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It Almost Pays 
To Be Unhealthy 


Your wife had twins in June, and as a 
result you were forced to go to the hospital 
for a two-month rest cure. You feel that 
the doctor must have charged twice as much 
for the twins as he 
would for one in- 
fant, and further- 
more, that it costs so 
much to keep well 
that you are better 
off sick. Should 
you show your 
strength of charac: 
ter by paying only 
half of your bills? 


sieeaas Refuse to pay at all. 


Answer. Your credit rating is entirely up 
to you. However, in a case like this, you 
should keep close track of your doctor and 
hospital expenses, since you may have an 
allowable medical deduction on your return. 


You can deduct medical expenses in excess 
of five per cent of your adjusted gross in- 
came, up to certain limits. If either you or 
your wife is over 65 years of age, you may 
deduct all of the medical expenses of both, 
subject to a special ceiling limitation. (Care- 
fully check the instructions with your tax 
forms for an explanation of adjusted gross 
income, and of what your maximum for 
medical deductions may be.) 


Many people are not aware of the variety 
of medical expenses which are deductible. 
Hospital, nurse, dentist and doctor bills (not 
offset by insurance) are obvious ones. Others 
include cost of drugs, eyeglasses, dentures, 
tooth paste and brushes, wheelchairs, crutches 
and other medical equipment. 


Your Records Are 
Their Business 


You have listed on your return a few 
deductions (such as a personal bad debt, 
which actually represents your wife’s losses at 
Canasta) which are slightly questionable. 
However, you figure that there’s not one 
chance in a thousand that anyone from the 
Revenue Bureau will ever bother to check 
your tax return—and besides, everyone 
cheats on his tax return? Is this a safe 
attitude? 


bacarts Certainly. ........Certainly not. 


enous Sing Sing offers free vacations. 


Answer. Certainly not. Actually, only a 
very small number of taxpayers try to cheat 
on their tax returns. When you list deduc- 
tions on your tax return, be sure that you 
can prove them. In other words, keep re- 
ceipts on such things as doctor or hospital 
bills, property tax bills, and the like. The 
government spot-checks income tax returns. 
Although the Revenue Bureau takes a rea- 
sonable attitude, many people have had 
deductions disallowed because they had no 
logical proof. 


BASIC RULES TO FOLLOW 


Although these foregoing examples may 
be somewhat out of the ordinary, they illus- 
trate six basic rules you should follow in 
making out your tax return: 


1. Take all your legitimate exemptions. 


2. If married, you should usually file a joint 
return. 


3. Be sure to choose the right form. Check 
your total deductions to see if you should 
itemize them on a long form 1040. 


4. Do not neglect all the deductions that 
may result from your owning your own 
home. 


5. If you had heavy medical expenses, see 
whether you have an allowable medical 
deduction. 


6. Be sure you have reasonable proof of 
your deductions. 


And here are some 
additional suggestions: 


1. Your return is 
due March 15th. 
File early — and 
avoid last-min- 
ute mistakes that 
might cost you 
tax money. 


2. If you made less RK) \ 
than $600 last | 
year, but had 
taxes withheld 
by your employer, remember that you 
must file a return in order to-get your 
refund. 

3. Remember that you have to file a Declara- 


tion of Estimated Income for 1952 by 
March 15th if you (a) will have an in- 
come of over $100 from any sources 
other than wages from which your em- 
ployer withholds the tax, and your total 
income is $600 or more-—or (b) your 
wages from which taxes are withheld 
amount to more than the total of $4,500 
plus $600 for each exemption. 


4. If you have any questions about your 
return, the nearest office of the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue will help you. The 
Government has issued a pamphlet of 
instructions which you should get from 
the local Bureau office—and which dem- 
onstrates clearly the Government’s §atti- 
tude that it wants no one to overpay his 
income tax. 


Benefit Association Has 
Year of Growth— 
Benefits Increased 


HE annual members’ meeting of the 

Employees Mutual Benefit Associa- 
tion was held in Lincoln on January 26. 
A report by President Guy O. Seaton 
covering the past year’s business re- 
vealed another period of “good con- 
servative growth,” with bank balance 
and reserve fund each standing at the 
highest mark in the association’s history. 

A further liberalization of hospital 
benefits to members was approved, 
raising the payments for hospital room 
expense from seven to eight dollars per 
day and the rate for laboratory drugs 
and dressings from $15 to $20. Pay- 
ments for electrocardiograms and _ for 


basal metabolism tests may now be ap- 
proved whether taken in or out of a 
hospital. Mr. Seaton stated that the 
benefits have been increased in some 
measure every year since the associa- 
tion’s organization in December 1942. 
The primary membership list totaled 
916 at the year’s end, 352 of whom are 
traffic department employees. 

Fred J. Bettenhausen, Orrin L. Stur- 
tevant, Phil Garvey and Lloyd W. 
Cleveland are newly elected members 
of the Board of Directors. Members 
of the Board continuing in office are: 
Marie Pearson, Robert V. Clifford, 
Alex Geist, George P. Barney, Vern 
Campbell, C. C. Donley, W. K. Eno, 


Max C. Walker, 
The new Board of Directors held 
their first meeting on February 1 at 
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which the following officers were 
selected or reappointed for the current 
fiscal year: G. O. Seaton, to begin his 
tenth successive term as president; C. C. 
Donley, vice president; G. P. Barney, 
treasurer; L. W. Cleveland, secretary; 
Mina Jorgensen, assistant treasurer and 
Grace Hauschild, assistant secretary. 

It was brought out at the meeting 
that the primary membership roll was 
still well above the requirement of 75 
percent of eligible employees of the 
Company. New employees may join 
the association within 31 days after be- 
coming eligible to do so without sub- 
mitting to medical examination. How 
ever, if their application is not received 
during the required period the em 
ployee must furnish satisfactory evi 
dence of insurability at his own expense. 


The patient is placed on his stomach, both arms bent at elbow, 
one hand on top of the other, face turned to one side on hands so that 
mouth and nose are free for breathing. The operator kneels at the 
patient’s head and places hands on the patient’s back, thumbs touch- 
ing and heels of hands below line connecting armpits. In these 
pictures Lloyd Jenkins is the operator, Harold Wart the “victim” 
and Lambert Ejitel the observer. 


tir The operator rocks slowly forward keeping elbows straight 
until arms are nearly vertical, exerting pressure on patient’s back. 


- The operator rocks back, slides hands to a position slightly 
above the elbows and lifts the patient’s arms until resistance is felt 
at the shoulders. 


New A ritfictal Respiration 


Method Adopted by LIST 


A NEW technique in artificial respiration is being taught to 

*41 LT&T employees as part of the Company’s accident 
prevention and first aid program. Known as the “back- 
pressure arm-lift’ method, it has proved to be twice as 
effective as the former Schafer prone-pressure method that 
has been used generally in this country for more than a 
generation. 

Classes are being held in Lincoln this month for construc- 
tion foremen, district wire chiefs and supervisors in the serv- 
ice and supply departments with Lloyd Jenkins as instructor. 
These people will then act as instructors and demonstrate 
this new method at area points during monthly accident pre- 
venion meetings and for construction, service and supply 
employees at meetings held for these groups. 

Research that led to the change was begun prior to 
World War II when the Red Cross started extensive studies 
on various methods of restoring victims of electric shock, 
drownings, gas asphyxiation and other accidents. The armed 
forces also became interested and about two years ago 
assigned four research teams to compare the values of all 
proposed methods. 

It was found that the new “back-pressure arm_/lift” 
method was not only more effective but easier to teach and 
perform than the prone-pressure and other methods. It helps 
force air into the lungs as well as to expel it, where prone- 
pressure forces air out, and relies solely on the elastic recoil 
of the chest and internal organs to pull fresh air into the 
lungs. 

Eighteen organizations have adopted the new method 
which is illustrated in the accompanying pictures. In addi- 
tion to the Red Cross and the Bell System, they include all 
branches of the armed forces. 


The operator returns to this position and then repeats the first 
three movements. This should he continued 12 times a minute for as 
long as four hours if necessary. Keep the patient warm and ask 
someone else to loosen tight clothing about the patient’s neck, chest 
or waist. Do not attempt to qive the patient liquids while he is 
unconscious. 
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“Late but not forgotten” is our announce: 
ment of little Randy Stephen, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. D. C. Gilmore. Randy was born Sep- 
tember 25. Mr. Gilmore is a member of 
the Lincoln Service Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Johnson are the 
parents of a baby girl, Lynn Ann, born Janu- 
ary 4. Little Miss Johnson was the first 
baby to make an appearance in Auburn in 
the New Year. Mr. Johnson is a member 
of the Auburn Plant Department. 


Congratulations to the R. D. Rauch’s who 
are the parents of a new son born on No- 
vember 27. Mr. Rauch is a member of the 
Lincoln Service Department and Mrs. Rauch 
is a former member of this department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lemkau are the 
parents of a baby girl, Patricia Beth, born 
December 15. Mr. Lemkau is a member of 
the Hebron Plant Department. 


Maxine Anne Weaver, brand new daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. D. Weaver made her 
appearance on November 27. Mr. Weaver 
is a member of the Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph D. Adamson are 
the parents of a baby boy, John David, born 
December 18. Mr. Adamson is district 
clerk in the Western District Office at 
Hastings. 


A son, Dale Irvin, was born to the R. M. 
Merrill’s on December 14. Mr. Merrill is a 
member of the Lincoln Service Department 
and Mrs. Merrill is a former member of the 
Supply Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Sorenson welcomed 
a baby daughter into their home, January 
17. The little Miss has been named Lynn 
Christine. Mr. Sorenson is a member of the 
Wahoo Plant Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Hawkins are the 
parents of a daughter, Evelyn Diane, born 
January 23. Mr. Hawkins is a member 
of the Lincoln Service Department and Mrs. 
Hawkins is a former member of the Lincoln 
Traffic Department. 


Terry Ervin greeted his parents, the G. E. 
Carters, on January 23. Papa Jerry spends 
his working hours in the Supply Department 
Telephone Repair Shop. 


JOURNEY’sS END 


Edmond Roy, husband of Marguerite Roy, 
Hastings Plant Department, passed away 
January 5. Funeral services were held on 
January 7 in Beloit, Kansas. 

Mr. Joe Carr, father of Sam (Mike) Carr, 
Auburn combinationman, passed away Janu- 


ary 7. Funeral services were held at Spring: 
field, Missouri. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the months of 
December and January: 


December Payments 


Primary members: Betty L. Whetham, Lin- 
coln Traffic, $280.00; M. L. Pilfold, Lincoln 
Construction, $34.25; Shirley Snyder, Platts- 
mouth Traffic, $10.00; Jessie VanTrump, 
Hastings Traffic, $6.00; Belle C. Howery, Lin- 
coln Service, $198.00; P. E. Dodd, Lincoln 
Supply, $65.00; Eita M. Griffin, Geneva Traf- 
fic, $318.00; R. R. Winders, Lincoln Service, 
$40.80; M. L. Pilfold, Lincoln Construction, 
$180.00; R. J. Donaldson, Lincoln Supply, 
$57.00. 


Dependents: Mrs. R. A. Francis, Hebron, 
$7.50; Mrs. V. M. Simpson, Lincoln, $14.25; 
Mrs. J. G. Durr, Nebraska City, $34.13; Mrs. 
J D. Green, Lincoln, $44.59; Diann Hobson, 
Lincoln, $35.25. 


January Payments 


Primary members: C. E. Cummings, Engi- 
neering Department, $184.00: LaVetta Dunn, 
Superior Traffic, $158.00; R. E. Chamberlain, 
Lincoln Service, $150.00; Ted Ray, Beatrice 
Non-Functional, $120.00; K. J. Peters, Lin- 
coln Construction, $264.00; R. D. Thallas, 
Lincoln Service, $7.50; Eleanor L. Jensen, 
Lincoln Traffic, $272.00; A. M. Geist, Lincoln 
Commercial, $37.00; Doris L. Murphy, Lin- 
coln Traffic, $65.55; Margaret J. Bethscheider, 
Hebron Traffic, $14.00; Mabel M. Volpp, Lin- 
coln Traffic, $15.00; R. S. Bowers, Lincoln 
Accounting, $7.50; Wanda E. Remmers, Te- 
cumseh Traffic, $58.00. 


Dependents: Mrs. H. H. Kreifels, Lincoln, 
$185.25; Sharon Loudenback, Lincoln, $45.23; 
James D. Loudenback, Lincoln, $44.10; Mrs. 
W. H. Stroup, Lincoln, $29.63; Mrs. H. E. 
Jenkins, Lincoln, $20.25; Mrs. B. L. Ford, 
Beatrice, $58.50. 
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Jewell Robeson of the York Traffic De- 
partment and Jerry Rosenquist were married 
December 26 in the St. Joseph’s Church at 
York. 


Ida Townsend and Earl Deason were 
married recently at Auburn. Mrs. Deason 
was formerly the Chief Operator at Cook 
and is now retired on pension. 


Eva Hardin of the Tecumseh Traffic De- 
partment and James Wenzl were married on 
January 5 at Council Bluffs, Iowa. 


The marriage of Joyce Kuhr, operator at 
Wahoo and Godfrey Lanik took place Janu- 
ary 14 at Council Bluffs, Iowa. The couple 
will reside in Jacksonville, Florida. 

The St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Ne- 
braska City was the scene of the wedding 
of Lois Gude and Robert Hoback on January 
15. Mrs. Hoback is a member of the Ne- 
braska City Traffic Department. 

June Burnham of the York Traffic De- 
partment became the bride of Maurice Sapp 
on January 20 in the First Christian Church 


at York. 
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Estella Fisher, Retired 


Operator, Passes On 


STELLA M. FISHER, who retired 

in 1944 from her position as night 
switchboard operator at Stromsburg, 
died January 25 at her home in Lin- 
coln. She was 69 
years of age. 

Mrs. Fisher’s serv- 
ice dated from No- 
vember, 1920, with 
her employment as 
student operator in 
the Lincoln traffic 
department. She 
spent the following 
four years as in- 
formation and line 
operator. In April, 1924, she trans- 
ferred to the night forces, continuing 
in this position until January, 1936, 
when she became a day operator at 
College View. In July, 1937, she went 
to Stromsburg where she remained as 
night operator until her retirement. 

Mrs. Fisher’s death came with great 
suddenness. Gerald Miller, Ernest 
Royce and Robert Green composed a 
group of Pioneers who paid her a visit 
at Christmas time and found her in 
good health and gay spirits. Mrs. 
Fisher was a charter member of the 
Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chapter and 
on her retirement was presented with a 
paid-up membership certificate in the 
organization with the compliments of 
the Company. Her immediate survivors 
include two daughters and one son. 
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Estella M. Fisher 


"What Is It?” 


“It pays most of the rates and taxes. 
“It provides most of the jobs. 
“It has always done most to raise wages. 


“It has given us all our factories and 
shops. 


“It has built owr ships and railways. 
“It develops inventors and business 


builders. 

“It originated the principles of effici- 
ency. 

“It has done most to lower costs and 
prices. 

“It created the whole structure of busi- 
ness. 

“It alone can raise our standard of liv- 
ing. 

“It is the Hope of the human race. 


Y-E-T 
“Karl Marx said it must be destroyed— 
“It is Private Enterprise.” 
—Mutual Moments. 


Credit Association 
Savings Up—Loans Down 


HREE hundred and two members of 

the Lincoln Telephone Employees 
Co-operative Credit Association were 
represented, either by their presence or 
by proxy at the annual meeting of that 
organization on Saturday, January 19. 
In his report to the membership. Presi- 
dent Arthur B. Smith summarized the 
affairs of the Association for the past 
year, disclosing that investments and 
deposits showed a conservative increase, 
but that loans to members reflected a 
This, he said, followed 


The officers were 


sharp decline. 
a national pattern. 
authorized to invest up to $25,000 in 
additional short 
Bonds to reduce the present cash 


term Government 


balance. 


Both the credit committee, composed 


of C. C. Donley, G. O. Seaton and B. 


J. Sievers and the supervisory commit- 
tee of I. J. Devoe, H. W. Potter and F. 
M. Strasser were reelected to serve dur- 
ing the current year. New members 
of the Board of Directors are Athur S. 
Keckler and Dan W. Smith. Reelected 
as directors are: W. K. Eno, M. M. 
Hale, P. H. Henson, R. B. Hobson, J. 
L. Lyne, C. B. Meshier, M. H. Metcalf, 
G. E. Miller, A. B. Smith, R. H. Spohn 
and L. A. Stacy. 


The Board met on January 25 and 
reelected as officers of the Association 
A. B. Smith, president; L. A. Stacy, 
vice president; J. L. Lyne, treasurer and 


R. H. Spohn, secretary. M. M. Hale 


presided at the election of officers. 


One of the points of complete agree- 
ment at the members’ meeting was the 
suggestion to encourage the use of joint 
or survivorship accounts which would 
preclude the need of court procedure to 
withdraw savings in case of the death 
or incapacitation of a member. 


Lots of News Here 


Bob Bowers of Ac- 
counting and Mary 
Ormand of Lincoln 
Traffic (associate ed- 
itor for that depart- 
ment, incidentally), 
werent quite tall 
enough to peek over 
the six foot plus stack 
of News as they came 
from the bindery this 
time. Represented are 
the 78 bound volumes 
of issues published 
during 1950 and 1951 
which employees or- 
dered put up in this 
form for easy reading 
later on. 


The News is bound 
in volume form every 
two years and all em- 
ployees, active and re- 
tired, are invited to 
participate. Better start 
saving your copies, be- 
ginning with last 
month’s issue, if you 
would like one of these 
attractive volumes two 
years from now. 
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Congratulations 
| Peaks people are well known for 


their interest in civic and welfare 
activities. Several 1952 selections among 
our folks as heads of groups of this 
nature have come to our attention. 

W. H. Husing, manager at Sterling, 
has been elected chairman of the Ster- 
ling Booster Club. 

Howard Spahnle, Lincoln _ sales 
manager, is chairman of the 1952 fund 
raising campaign of the Lancaster 
county chapter of the American Red 
Cross. 

New president of the Miller-Long 
V.F. W. Auxiliary is Mrs. Lucille Wal- 
lin of the Supply Department. Mrs. 
Wallin was called on shortly after her 
election to make an appearance on 
KFOR in Lincoln. She gave a fine 
talk on February 11 in connection with 
a program commemorating Lincoln's 
birthday. 

Ralph Culver of the General Repair 
Shop is president of the Royal Gerard, 
Court No. 1 of the Ben Hur Life In- 
surance Association. 

The News would like to give recog: 
nition to other employees who may have 
been named this year as heads or leaders 
of similar organizations or activites. 
Drop us a line, please. 


Then there is the story about the wife 
who caught up with her husband in a bar, 
sampled the highball he was drinking, and 
demanded, “How can you drink such hor- 
rible stuff?” “See!” said the husband, “and 
ali the time you've thought I was out haw 


ing fun!” 


ay 


Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Title Changes 


Accounting 
Sally Grant, machine operator to building 
messenger, Lincoln. 
Commercial 


Esther Baker, clerk to advanced clerk, Lin- 
coln. 

Helen Shelquist, clerk to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln. 


Plant 
R. M. Cleveland, chief testman, Lincoln 
Service, to chief dispatcher, General Plant. 
Dave Mohr, groundman to lineman, Con- 
struction. 
Harry G. Rogers, lineman to combination- 
man, Auburn. 
Francis E. Smith, lineman to combination- 
man, Lincoln Service. 
Dale C. Weaver, lineman to combination- 
man, Lincoln Service. 
Traffic 
Ardeen Lane, appointed chief operator- 
cashier, Pleasant Dale. 


Eckles Is Edgar Manager 


6 likes new exchange manager at Edgar 
is Phillip V. Eckles who took over 
the supervision of plant and commer- 
cial duties at Edgar, Deweese and 
Ong on Decem- 
ber 10. 


Eckles joined the 
Company as a 
groundman at 
Plattsmouth in 1943, 
He then worked as 
a lineman in the 
construction depart- 
ment with head- 
guarters at Lincoln 
from 1944 to 1947 
when he moved to Hastings as a line- 
man. He was a combinationman at 
Tecumsch and Sutton in the next three 
years before his present appointment. 

Phil comes from a family of — 
people. A brother, William L. Jr., 
wire chief at Tecumseh; another bro ra 
er, John, is on military leave of absence 
from his job as switchman at Hastings, 
and an uncle, Dewey D., 1s a com- 
binationman at Nelson. Phil's dad, 
William L., Sr., now retired, is a former 
area manager at Plattsmouth and 


Wilber. 
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P. V. Eckles 
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A cial ie eee is extended to the nee eae a who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting 
Betty Biggs.....c.ccc.:..:-c-cc0senes0- Machine Operatot............... DineGl Aisi ote iss January 14 
Lena M. Casterline................ Machine Operator............... |i sec) bh; Rae a en nee OIRO en January 7 
Carol Ann Churchill............. Machine Operator............... Linco iets January 28 
Velva Dy. [Ut isiccciccsccccsceseose Machine Operator............... | ele) bo ene rn eee January 2 
Mary Ann Speck.................-+- Machine Operator............... ict a0! |: aes ene eee January 17 
Magdalena Stumpf................. Machine Operator............... WACO feces ees cots weet January 2 
Diane UWhdrichicd cect eens. Machine Operator............... DAR CO Rs oot cseceecteetce aa January 14 
Margie Winkthoff:..c..2660-.30254. Machine Operator............... DCO) eee aac January 7 
Commercial 
John Machisic:.c.c.2..6c0052-250 Part Time Coin Collector...Lincolm...0...c.cscccc0c siete January 21 
Veate Biswel shes ets Pare Time Cet veces seecceccs PST BtG os cbissdccasconsicocsented: January 15 
Engineering 
Orville D. Spencer..............-- Drattsinet nna ECO isto. es eae awe January 16 
Plant 
Herman L. Beisnet..............--- PAMOMVRDiceasiata esate, EI CON ewidaiauneeg acs January 8 
Carl A. Bender.................------ Garage Serviceman.............. TG CG I reais coursaticspote January 21 
Charles W. Boeck...............--- Groune Man. scenes cca LAMCOM sepa coor ....December 26 
Robert D. Boeck.............-22--+- Grovmnd mai scces eet: EMCO lcci December 26 
Edith G. Eggleston..........---- | EE 8 scr en Pawnee Clb yieciinsedsn December 15 
Donald £. Epleyiccc ccc Groand mani pee ee Tecumseh........-.------.--- December 18 
Ernest W. Gifford.............-.--. COUR RAs eneneseenstcee ECO at ci Rate a ices, January 21 
Kenneth L. Paro.......---..2.2 PEMA desta ccseuctnearsaareiaiqnests PL OSU vcccoesssecsnscsniicns December 20 
Wm. A. Paulsen...............----. P Rama sears iss ctuca chem anien LE Tr to, 0) bs Renee eee oe een January 24 
Dewayne M. Seeba..........--.-+- (FLOUR MAT oe. seasiccceccwssenesense WP OCUIMNGE dio os Gwe Panuary 23 
Matej F. M. Svoboda...........--- ES gout iets Liat: |) es a ee TERT oe Sa January 14 
Richard P. Swanson..............- CS rOUU OM OOo ccssctenceeseeste | a, 0 |): ee eee ee eae ee ae January 29 
Lois Te Sell eorocccesecc cncecceacenezeee SECTO STR POEL aie tiedindasdacseace: PAG iS es January 2 
Lucille M. Wallin...............--- Stenographetr..............-eee2-e-. TAR COND oocadecid aenntacaeen ceases January 14 
Sally A. Williams................-- Service Operator................. DiC O ie. bon oe sce ees January 11 
Traffic 
Dorothy L. Bartels.............--- Bios ec) eee ee eRe T ems OT seen 255s Sete ete aly ta January 14 
Evelyn, Ge Craig iaccnccsesccennces 8 fo) 915 6) en ee ee 37-1: 14 5 (= ee ne ee January 2 
Opal 2. Drip alenrecinextouee Sele: | pee ener eee SUP BEIGE secrete ceatniosesae January 2 
Pritt Cee Ts dla coho rantecats edoes Bors cic) Cee ee ee Beatrice ......ccccccecccecceee ceseeeee January 21 
Toh Eiialescsseneec Bo c:| 60; Se ee eee Beatrice........---cccceceeceee ceeeeeee January 21 
Adele Caneel vscoiccibecdseivennt EGTA ser hoes aie Sue aenanends Nebraska City... a January 16 
Fults. A Wengen socio: COC LOE OR ett ivaecncicuaevaiies NO Ue i Oe January 14 
Dorothy M. Hubke............-.- SS BUO Tress cv ancinesceerenaens TRACI CC cai ceccatccecsAinweavcxact January 2 
Norma. Johnson.«..24:-4..-- Part Time Operator............ Ashland gees ee January 21 
Twyl lah ORES) doa beeieererete Operator widinenaadcuceedenieadacaucawass PGB E ICC vic cctnapocunsossictnstarecens January 2 
Waunetta J. Kermmoade........ Bola phe) eee nee Rn eee | F120) |: RO een OEP January 21 
Peis TA oso lesen chooses Chief Operator-Cashier....... Fiéasant: Dale iccicssensscacss January 5 
Virginia Lindberg.2..25.:.0c20-. CV EGAN OP execs voeeigecsasd dementias, fc, See eee January 14 
GIS LOGO. week eens Ry CaO si aayce cece eee cero, « ene ae ae ener nT January 7 
Vermina V. Meints.......-------- CMe RE esgic ce heavens Sos Co Re ene re Renee January 21 
Leona M. Novak..........--2--+-=- By elo 1c | enone ey pe Seer WAN OG has cc Sivas baetnecases January 14 
Mary Ann Ohnoutka...........-. JB i015 7.15.2) aeeamnn ane nap er arr ae nentnesD A INGO x cicsseove ravcacevascaecunns January 14 
Wilma F. Owen....-..----0---00-++= Part: Time: Operator:....:..:...Pshland joc. cco ceente ss eevee January 21 
Qadve CO. Parker. CE TACO Tats eeo ate eetacrionians Nebraska City........0.00....... January 16 
Shirley F. Pillard............-.---. OB GEBIOR in oceeapshssnneatrecanast |B Sots» bs RU eee On January 7 
Doris M. Reinsch......-....-----.- CDSG aici ccecerieecccatcssls, Lincoln............................... January 14 
Marvene G. Schleining.......... PATIO ccc nee LATCO IM iciiiciicentecenta vere January 14 
Magdalene Stephens........ CVPR ola catnvontncmizcrinanse: WN DINO icniriaceeRelacaeng leases January 17 
Opal Wagnet.........--.-.--++--++++- . STAR osha Rr Nai G Ges ccssenh aces Ce eeoaicien January 14 
Lillian Whiting...............-.-+- OPeTatOE sects dave, TAR EO ie cesseconeccactiecemusete January 7 
Helen E. Wimmet...............--- Operator........... Pentre re OG) | eee ae a January 14 
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Service Birthdays 
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Thirty-Eight Years . 
J. W. Dudgeon, Hastings. 

Thirty-Seven Years 
G. E. Mehuron, York. 


Thirty-Two Years 
B. D. Kline, Superior; W. R. Minich, 


Geneva; Dorcas J. Slater, Fairbury. 


Thirty-One Years 
R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 


B. L. Ford, Beatrice; Clarinda J. Lake, 
Superior; Marie S. Portsche, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
R. R. Guthrie, Lincoln. 


Clara M. Jones 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


R. N. Brendle 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Helen M. Pickard 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


K. L. Lawson 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


E. H. Royce ; 
Lincoln Chicago 
25 Years 15 Years 

Director 


Frank H. Woods, Jr. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Addalene B. Lorensen, Lincoln; J. L. Pot- 
ter, Ashland. 
Twenty-Six Years 
Anna A. Larson, Hastings. 


Twenty-Five Years 


R. N. Brendle, Clara M. Jones, K. L. 
Lawson, Helen M. Pickard, E. H. Royce, 
Lincoin. 

Twenty-Four Years 


Wauneta L. Child, Fairbury; R. S. Culver, 
Mary M. Emerson, Lincoln; Bohumil Docekal, 
David City; Mary Docekal, Brainard. 


Twenty-Three Years 


D. E. Aydelott, K. J. Boshart, Lincoln; 
Rose H. Janda, Plattsmouth. 


Twenty-Two Years 


R. V. Clifford, E. A. Moorhead, Clay 
Center. 
Twenty-One Years 


Oakel K. Butler, Auburn: W. F. Combs, 


Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 
Frank H. Woods, Jr., (Director), Chicago. 
Thirteen Years 
William I. Aitken, (Director), Lincoln. 
Twelve Years 


Helen F. DeBord, Fairbury; Lily E. Male- 
cek, Doris M. Sutton, Lincoln. 


Eleven Years 


Lydia Holloway, Opal Thimgan, Lincoln: 
George Placek, Nebraska City. 


Ten Years 


Velma Garlock, York (December Anni- 
versary); W. R. Huddleston, Lincoln. 


Nine Years 


F. J. Barnett, Marie Hall, Magdalen M. 
Heser, T. H. Roller, Jr., Lincoln; Emma L. 
DeJonge, Humboldt; C. H. Kermoade, 
Seward; A. F. Smetak, David City. 


Velma Garlock W. R. Huddleston 
York Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 
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Eight Years 
W. W. Putney, (Director), Charles T. 
Stuart (Director), Wilma A. Wergin, Gloria 
J. Zier, Lincoln; Henry C. Woods, (Di- 
rector), Chicago. 
Seven Years 


Geraldine Paulson, Hastings; R. L. Wenzel, 
Lincoln; D. H. Young, Military Leave. 
Six Years 
Dorothy Bryan, Edward A. Hlina, E. D. 
Smith, Lincoln; Margaret A. Wademan, Ne- 
braska City. 
Five Years 
R. F. Bauer, H. A. Lee, Lincoln; Ruth A. 


Kiekmann, Beatrice; Rae Ellen Grannis, 
Hastings. 


First 1952 Arrival in Auburn 


This item appeared in the Storktown 
Daily News recently: 


Wanted: One (one, that is) sweet 
bundle of joy, preferably a girl. Send 
C.0O.D., special delivery shortly after 
the first of the year. Drop us a line 
before you start because both of us 
want to be there when it arrives, if 
possible. 


Mr.and Mrs. Marcus Johnson 
Auburn, Nebraska 


P.S. Will take boy if necessary. 


The stork came through in fine style 
and the Johnsons received their baby 
girl, Lynn Ann, right on schedule. It 
was born January 4 and was the first 
baby to arrive in Auburn in 1952. So if 
Marcus looks a bit proud in the picture 
we think you will agree that he has a 
pretty good reason for it. When he is 
not home admiring his new daughter 
he works in the Auburn Plant Depart- 
ment. 
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Eastern District 


Betty Miles, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Guess this is that slump after the holi- 
days. The wedding of Lois Conrad did 
revive us but now that is over and we are 
right back in the rut again. . Evelyn 
Soukup who recently transferred to Lincoln, 
stopped in to visit us. ... Margaret Re- 
rucha came to work the other day with a 
“sparkler” on her left hand. Congratula- 


tions, Margaret. 


Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton, Correspondent 

Monday morning Ethyl Armstrong came 
to work all bright and beaming and proudly 
announced that she was a Grandma. ‘The 
baby was born to Mr. and Mrs. Max Arm- 
strong of Spokane, Washington. They 
named the baby girl Hollis Carol... . The 
cold weather is still confining some people. 
On the sick list this month were Marjorie 
Drennan, Gwendolyn Durr, Dorothy Clark, 
Betty Johnson, and Mary Rose from the 
Traffic Department and Max Jenkins from 
Plant. . .. Barbara Johanns is getting an 
early start on her vacation for 1952. She 
is in Merced, California, visiting with her 
. . Mrs. Barbara 
Johanns held a Miscellaneous Shower for 


brother who is in service. . 


Lois Gude, January 7. Games were played 
and refreshments were served. Lois re- 
ceived many nice gifts. . . . Jeanene Dren- 
nan, formerly of the Commercial Dept., 


visited the office December 31. 


Wahoo Area 
Mary Beaty, Correspondent 

A farewell party was held in the base- 
ment of the telephone office January 8 for 
Bob Berggren, who was an employee in the 
Plant Dept. Bob was called by Uncle Sam’s 
Navy, and is now stationed at Great Lakes, 
Illinois. A light lunch of sandwiches, cake 
and coffee were served to a crowd of about 
32 employees, who wished him good luck 
and presented him with a gift... . Hazel 
Hagenbuck and Mary Beaty attended the 
stage show in Omaha, “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes.” . . . Recent visitors to our office 
were Miss Metcalf, and Mrs. Lloyd Mit- 
chell and son. Mrs. Mitchell was a former 
employee in the Traffic Dept. . . . Bernice 
Roberson visited her husband at Camp 
Chaffie, Arkansas. Rosemary Hladik 
visited her sister Mrs. Joyce Bolling and 
family at North Platte this week end. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 

Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 
The Accounting Department is again hon- 
ored with their annual visitors, the Auditors 
from Omaha. Mr. McVeigh and Mr. Leuth 
are checking “figures” for us. . . . Mary 
Casebeer, who is about to become a “Mrs.,” 
is a true accountant. She sat down one day 
and figured the number of days, hours, min- 
utes, and seconds left before the great day. 
Daily she makes the necessary deductions. 
. Mr. Jahn has a new Motorola tele- 
vision set. He likes it fine—only one com- 
plaint—it takes too much time. ... The Ac- 
counting Bowling Team is doing right well 
for themselves. They have won ten out of 


twelve games to date. Congratulations, 
fella’s! . . . Mr. and Mrs. Bush have a new 
interest. It’s a Pekinese puppy that comes 


running when called “Tanya.” She also 
serves as their alarm clock, but they haven’t 
taught her which day of the week is Sunday, 
and not to wake them up then. Bob Ross’ 
also have a new cat flown here from New 
Jersey. She answers to the name of Sanda. 

. . Anyone see Bob Bowers hopping about 
on one foot? Seems he sprained his ankle 
while playing basket ball. Sounds logical, 
anyway. ... Virginia Kuchera came to work 
one morning with both shoes on—one from 
one pair of shoes, one from a different pair. 
That’s okay Virginia—we’re all sleepy in 
the morning. . . . Gloria Zier, Eunice Zehr, 
Don Nelson, Bob Bowers, and Johnny Back- 
strom donated blood at Bryan Memorial 
Hospital for two telephone employees. It 
was greatly appreciated. 


“Well, how did you make out in 
the big game, Dear?” 
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Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 
Phyllis Otte, Associate Editor 


Myrtle Henline reported a wonderful time 
she and her husband had in Omaha over 
New Years. Alyce Van Burg was in Den- 
ver over the holiday and can vouch for the 
snow reported there. ... We are all glad 
to see Marge Whiting back to work after 
several days’ illness. . . . Shirley Jackson, 
who has had many nicknames, added an- 
other to her aliases last week. She had a 
wisdom tooth extracted and was known as 
“Lumpy” for several days. And speaking 
of nicknames, due to the fact that we now 
have three girls named Alice in the office, 
Alice Roh, Alice Westling and Alyce Van 
Burg it was almost imperative that one of 
them be renamed. It fell upon “Skid” Roh. 
We were sorry to hear of Virginia Ander- 
son and her husband’s misfortune when the 
oil heater exploded in the trailer office on 
their used car lot, the contents and trailer 
were almost completely destroyed, luckily 
no one was hurt. For anyone observing the 
strange actions of Mr. McDowell in the 
cafeteria one lunch hour there is an ex- 
planation; he was imitating a small chim- 
panzee encaged in the zoo at Antelope Park. 
We are all proud of our patriotic blood 
donors from the office this month. The 
courage of Shirley Jackson and Jean Paul- 
sen is indeed commendable. 


Engineering Department 
B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


It’s always a pleasure to welcome a new 
employee to our midst. This month the 
duke goes to Orville D. Spencer, draftsman. 
Welcome, Spence, and good drawing. ... 
Bob Wohlberg is really back on his feet 
again after a fracture and ankle sprain. It 
seems that Bob finally got down to a little 
home decorating project only to have the 
ladder slip and, as a result, the Wohlberg 
kitchen has a new dalmation paint job, plus 
a new paint job on the stove and refriger- 
ator. Robert claims that the only good 
thing about the incident was that it hap- 


-pened with the first brush full and not 


just as he was finishing up. . . . Paul Hen- 
son has been duly elected and installed as a 
Deacon at the First Presbyterian Church. 
Congratulations, Paul. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 

C. P. “Chic” Arnold has enlisted in the 
Navy; he left January 21. Smooth sailing, 
boy! ... Jean jensen had quite a time 
over the four-day weekend at New Years 
time. She went to Wichita and spent the 
time with friends, and from what she says, 


she had herself a good time... . . Ed Dulin, 
still on sick leave, sent the Cable Depart- 
ment a picture folder, of course, of “Sunny” 
California. We hope to see him back to 
work soon. .. Amanda Ahrensmeier came 
back to work the first of the year all smiles. 
She went hunting and got herself a dia- 
mond out of the deal. Congratulations, 
Lloyd and Amanda... . An early vacation- 
er is Jim Story who went to the Ozarks 
(West Plains, Missouri). Jim said he had 
a nice time, the main event being a fox 
hunt. He must have had a pretty good shot 
as he brought back a red fox hide. Also 
making his trip more enjoyable was the 
nice summer-like weather they have down 
there during January. ... We have been 
teld that John Fischer went fishing last 
Saturday, January 19, and as yet no one 
has offered to tell us what kind of luck he 
had. . . . Two former employees to visit us 
last month were Helen Gill from Wichita, 
Kansas, and Magdalene Rauch and the 
baby, Bruce Dean. ... There has been 
quite a lot of flu around here this month. 


Arleen Swanson, Elmer Dougherty, Robert 
Hohnstein, Warren Shuck, Elmer Travis, 


Bob Stall, and Romer Dalton were on the 
sick list for a few days. . .. Bob Thallas 
was laid up about a week with a sprained 
ankle. Guess he accidentally stepped in 
a hole while on a hunting trip during the 
holidays. We are happy to report at 
this time that Bill Schuman who underwent 
surgery at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital and Carl 
VanLund who underwent surgery at Bryan 
Memorial Hospital are getting along very 
nicely... . Frank Tefft, retired switchman, 
underwent a serious operation at Bryan Me- 
morial Hospital, but from all reports he is 
doing fine. . . . Marvin Murphy and Ardell 
Robison have been doing installation work 
at Plattsmouth and Seward on dial trunks 
to Omaha. ... Dell Gilmore and his two- 
man crew have transferred to “6” Office to 
finish the installation of 800 subscribers’ 
lines. . . . Latest TV owners in our depart- 
ment are Roy Cleveland and Mr. Walker. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Thanks to Mrs. Rollie Winders, we have 
a bit of news about Mrs. Grayce Smith, wife 


Frank Woods Is Host To Forty-Niners 


The group of employee square danc- 
ers known as the “Forty-Niners” was 
royally entertained at the home of 
Frank H. Woods on the evening of 
January 25. The dancers cut their 
capers in the spacious third-floor ball 
room where as many as six squares 
were synchronized at one time under 
direction of the Forty-Niner’s own call- 
ers and to the down beat of their own 
orchestra. More than 50 members and 
guests were in attendance. The invita- 
tion from Mr. Woods was brought to 


the club some weeks ago by Merle M. 
Hale, who is also an enthusiast for hoe- 
down dancing. 


Mrs. T. C. Woods was a gracious 
hostess at the tasty lunch served dur- 
ing intermission. She was ably assisted 
in this activity by Mr. Woods. They ap- 
pear, with Mrs. Hale and H. H. Wheeler, 
in the upper right corner of the picture; 
while Frank H. Woods, center, is shown 
completely surrounded by the club’s 
fair ladies. 


of the former Motor Vehicle Supervisor, 
Harry F. Smith. Mrs. Smith disposed of 
her property in Lincoln sometime ago and 
moved to Long Beach, California to be near 
relatives. In a letter to Mrs. Winders she 
sent greetings to all of her Telephone Com- 
pany friends. She is keeping herself more 
than busy with her new home and much 
volunteer work for the Red Cross in con- 
nection with the canteen, blood bank activi- 
ty, and veterans’ hospital work. ... The 
“Blessed Event” reported elsewhere for the 
G. E. Carters just about put Jerry in the 
hospital too. Due to the anxiety and strain 
Jerry must have worked himself into just 
the right state to catch the flu which caused 
him to miss three days work... . The fel- 
lows in the Repair Shop tell me that “Sore 
Thumb” Johnson, the captain of the Supply 
Department bowling team, is in somewhat 
of a frenzy over the game scores, but prom- 
ises that it won’t be too long now until 
things take a turn for the better. ... It’s 
good to see Oscar Lewis back at. work again 
following hospitalization for a heart attack. 
Take it slow and easy, Oscar! ... News 
from Frank M. Condos gives his present 
location as “Exercises Snow Fall,” at the 
air base in Rome, N. Y. Frank is in the 
midst of a seven weeks’ training course. His 
present assignment is in connection with in- 
stallation and repair of telephones and 
switchboards—dquite the thing, we’d say, for 
a young man who plans to make the tele- 
phone business his life work. Bob Donald- 
son is our early bird for 1952 vacations, but 
not taken exactly for pleasure. He spent 
one week as housekeeper while his wife was 
hospitalized for pneumonia. We'll wager 
that their three fine boys were given such 
care as was just next to Mother’s. 
Clyde S. Whittington talked himself into a 
nice long rest, and several complete diet 
changes, at Veterans’ Hospital. After two 
weeks of X-Rays, examinations and every- 
thing they have to offer he learned that he 
had no serious ailment but came home 
much wiser about what to eat and what not 
to eat... . Harlan D. Lessman, Jr. arrived 
February 2nd, checking in at better than 
eight pounds. His mother, Helen, formerly 
worked in the Supply Office. Supply 
and Construction Department girls enter- 
tained two of their group who resigned re- 
cently. A dinner honoring Barbara Green 
was held at Skyline Cafe, and canasta pro- 
vided the entertainment for the evening. 
... Just prior to departure for her new 
home in New York Darlene Chantry was 
honored with a dinner at Colonial Cup. 
Following the dinner the group watched 
television and played canasta at the ‘Tat- 
man home. Audie Wise, infant son of 
Dorothy Wise of the Construction Dept., 
was the only man in attendance and was 
quite the hit of the evening. 


Traffie Department 
General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


It’s been cold, but the weather could never 
interfere with the antics of Blanche Logan. 
The other day, Blanche was practically in 
tears (with laughter, no doubt) because her 
typewriter would not feed the ribbon in the 
proper fashion. After much questioning and 
investigation, Dick Hobson discovered she 
had sent the permanent spool from the 
machine to the Supply Department instead 
of the used ribbon spool. Blanche says it 
makes sense, but we are still waiting for her 
to convince us. We were happy to 
learn that Mrs. Clarabelle Helget, a former 
employee in our office, is now the proud 
mother of a bouncing baby boy. ‘The little 
gentleman glimpsed the new world on 
January 6. ... The eye of envy has been 
rather fixed upon the new coiffures of Pearl 
Bishop and Mary Bornemeier by other 
females in our department. Both are very 
lovely, girls! 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


We are watching for Mr. Ground Hog, 
wondering, will he decide to stay or not to 
say. . . . Alice Munson loves her dog, her 
pride and joy, but was she exasperated 
when she came back into the dining room 
after partly slicing the roast and found he 
had absconded with it! . .. Cecile Simons 
has been nursing a sprained wrist... . We 
are glad to hear Marie Portsche will soon 
be back among us, after having been con- 
fined to a hospital for surgery. . . . Dorothy 
Strawser spent a recent week-end in Has- 
tings. . . . Lillian Hubbard is confined to 
her home due to the effects of a bad fall on 
the ice.. . . Berdina Rau and Vernita Vorce 
are two of the latest ones to spring a sur- 
prise by wearing beautiful diamonds. ; 
Mrs. Christopher is happily settled in her 
new home. A familiar scene in our 
rest room is a picture of teacher and pupil 
and from the room come weird sounds, not 
altogether musical, sometimes just mourn- 
ful. At times we hear a giggle, seeming 
to come from teacher, and we wonder— 
could teacher be so frivolous? Well, the 
truth seems to be that Kathryn Barnes is 
teaching Bernice Bishop to play the ukulele. 
We wish them success and ourselves—forti- 
tude. . . . Marjorie Remington, we notice, 
is another one wearing a diamond. 
Vernita Vorce is at present a patient at 
Bryan Memorial Hospital. . . . Jean Vybri- 
al visited relatives in Grand Island on her 
week-end. Doris Murphy is back at 
work after having had a tonsillectomy. . . 
Barbara Call and “Tinky” Dealey made a 
trip to San Antonio, Texas, during a recent 
week-end. Della Wilcox spent a day 
shopping in Omaha, but the trip proved un- 
successful, and she only brought back a 
cold. ... Arlene Fitzpatrick attended the 
funeral of her aunt, Mrs. James Heeney, 
at Manley. Vera Burk has had her 
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The Christmas spirit is still with us 
it seems. Pictures taken at the annual 
holiday parties at David City, above, 
and Auburn came in a little too late 


troubles letely. She went home to Calame, 
South Dakota on a recent week-end, but 
cot stranded, due to a snowstorm which 
tied up train and bus lines... . We've just 
heard everything. For instance, Carol Gold 
and Mary Emerson both report attemping 
to boil eggs, which exploded striking the 
ceiling. 


Southern District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 

Marcus Johnson started the New Year off 
right by being the first father of the year in 
Auburn. He and his wife received many 
nice gifts from merchants. Another New 
Year’s surprise was Amel’s giving his girl 
a diamond. Visitors this month were 
Shirley Snyder, George Eggleston, and Dean 
Louise Graham. Mrs. Graham and_ her 
husband stopped over on_ their way to 
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to be included in our Christmas activ- 
ities feature in the January issue. So 
we are showing them this time. Looks 
like everybody is having a good time. 


Englend where he is to be stationed in the 
service. Leta and Oakel visited Shirley 
Snyder in Plattsmouth and Leta Holscher 
visited relatives at Pierce. June Vanarsdall 


want to Kansas City recently. Janie burned 
her hand on an electric hot plate and as a 
result had a bad hand for a while. Mar- 
celen Behrends bought a house, in Auburn, 
and plans to be moving into it soon. 
We just assume that the poor fellow couldn’t 
find a dictionary the other day when he 
called Information and asked her how to 
spell “groceries.” According to him, he was 
sure she should know how to spell it! 
Beatrice Area 
Phyllis Workman, Correspondent 

Marie Keefover returned from her vaca- 
tion after taking life easy at home... . If 
you should happen to see something unusu- 
ally bright around the traffic office of late— 
well, it’s Helen Meents and her new dia- 
mond. Best wishes, Helen! Helen has also 
just returned from a weekend in Wichita. 


Fairbury Area 
Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 

Betty Shepherd spent last weekend in 
Denver sightseeing. Geraldene Donaldson 
spent the weekend in Cheyenne visiting her 
brother. Betty Furry spent her weekend off 
visiting in Fort Scott, Kansas. Arleen Boley 
and Helen Thompson’s boy friends were 
here from Tinker Field, Oklahoma. Irene 
James spent Christmas with her husband 
who is in camp at Wichita Falls, Texas. 
Since then he has been transferred to the 
Kessler Air Force Base at Biloxi, Miss. He 
has been promoted to P.F.C. and is going 
to Radar School... . . Virginia Robinson has 
been home sick the past week. Eileen Rob- 
inson had a tonsillectomy lest week but is 
getting along nicely now. ... Mrs. Betty 
Schaffert had as Christmas Day guests: 
John Schafferts from Aurora, David Davis 
from Omaha and Reinhold Wagner from 
Germany. Wauneta Child spent Christmas 
with her daughter and family in David City. 
The Christmas Party Committee was com- 
posed of Betty Shepherd, Norma McDaniels, 
Marilyn Compton, Geraldene Donaldson and 
Betty Schaffert. A good time was had by 
all. Dorcas Slater was the Santa Ciaus, and 
a very good one! Several diamonds have 
been flashing around in the Traffic De- 
partment since the holidays. "Those wear- 
ing them are Virginia Robinson, Helen 
Thompson, Charlene Hoover and Mari yn 
Compton. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 

Among the employees going places over 
the holidays were Hilda Ramsey, who en- 
joyed visiting relatives and friends in Lincoln, 
and Cecile Morehead, who spent the time 
with her daughter and family in Lincoln. 
Cecile’s little granddaughter (aged 2) sure 
had a big time with all her presents but 
she just had too many to handle all at once! 
Bill Eckles, Jr., spent Christmas with the 
folks at Nelson. His brothers, John, on 
leave from Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, 


Keeping dial switching equipment in top working order is a never ending task as L. C. 
Park, left, routineman COE, and Bernard Macholan, switchman, of Hastings, can readily 
tell you. They are shown here testing some equipment in the Hastings switchroom. 


and Phil, now exchange manager of Edgar, 
were also there, so you can imagine they 
had a lively time. . . . Darlene Robinson’s 
fiance, on leave from Fort Meade, Mary- 
land, spent Christmas time with her and 
they were very busy going places and doing 
things together. . . . Henri Goracke finally 
had the inevitable happen to her new car. 
She had a slight accident with another ve- 
hicle when the streets were so icy and put 
a dent or two on it. Now that that detail 
has been taken care of, Henri feels that her 
car is well broken in....Ted Husing was a 
flu victim this month---he wasn’t alone though 
---his entire family had it at the same time. 
Norma Lee Hahn and husband visited in 
Plattsmouth one recent Sunday. There are 
two proud new Aunts in the office this 
month. Mary Kalin has a new niece, and 
Cyrene Young has a little niece who was 
even named after her. Wallace Weber, of 
the Plant Department, enlisted in the Army 
and is now in the Tank Corps stationed at 
Fort Knox, Kentucky. Wanda Remmers 
underwent a tonsillectomy recently, but she 
made a speedy recovery and can now talk 
above a whisper. Bet the cheery cards she 
got from fellow employees helped immense- 
ly!. . . In case you’ve noticed some dusky- 
faced men around here it’s not really grime, 
it's just that they took part in the Dixieland 
Minstrel Show sponsored by the American 
Legion, and got reckless with the grease 
paint. Among those participating were Ty- 
ler Ryan, Bill Eckles, and Raymond John- 
son. Mr. Ryan officiated as the Inter- 
locutor and sure was at ease in front of the 
microphone. And judging from the ener- 
getic way Bill Eckles was sawing on a 
fiddle he must’ve really been in the groove. 
Too bad it didn’t have any strings! 
Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 

Crete News: Shirley Salinger, operator 
who recently resigned, was presented with 
a shower. 
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Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 

Shirley Allgood spent her vacation at 
home, preparing for her wedding which will 
take place this month. . . . Velma Garland, 
cashier in the Geneva Commercial Depart- 
ment, is ill with the mumps. Gloria Jones, 
Hastings Commercial, is replacing her during 
her absence... .A party was held for the 
Armin Ackermanns’ who are moving to 
Fairmont. Geraldine Ackermann is to be 
the attendant in the office... . Eita Griffin 
is back in the hospital, and Betty Jezek was 
off work for dental surgery. Norma 
Mueller is taking toll training... .A party 
was held in the basement for Shirley All- 
good. She was presented with a piece of 
china to match her set, as a wedding gift. 

. Birthdays were celebrated by Norma 
Mueller, Helen Adermann and Betty Jezek, 
and there were treats of cake and cookies 
for everyone. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


of Lincoln Telephone Employes 
Cooperative Credit Association 


Of Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, at 
the close of business on Dec. 31, 1951. 


ASSETS 
Cash and Due from Banks.........- $ 49,187.72 
U. S. Bonds—Direct and 

Guaranteed <.2.cc.cccccccncnscvcescceseos 80,000.00 
Léans and Discounts: oxccncascueeccs 103,042.99 
Other Assets—-Stocks ......-.---------- 19,669.60 
Ge LR PES LO! uednetinwciantiersces 251,900.31 

LIABILITIES 
Lime Deposits: ocscicccccvecececesnsseeevares $202,967.29 
TOT. DEPOSITS....$202,387.29 
Other Liabilities——Interest, 

UTP RENEE «ko occcccdececeses aco 1,918.78 
TOTAL: LIABILITIES cnce.ce 204,306.07 
Guaranty Pond .ccc.ceceee see 4,626.05 
Wadivided Pratits ccccicesocetienctocee 1,468.09 
TOTAL GUARANTY FUND, 

UNDIVIDED PROFITS & 

RESERVES. ........$210,400.21 
Members’ Share Accounts .......--- 41,500.10 
TOTALS LPABILT LIES  cccccccese es 251,900.31 


I, A. B. Smith, President, of the above- 
named Association, do solemnly swear or 
affirm that the above statement is true, to 


the best of my knowledge and belief. 
A. B. SMITH, President 


Correct— -Attest: 
I. J. DEVOE 
H. W. POTTER 
F. M. STRASSER 


Supervisory Committee 
STATE OF NEBRASKA, 
County of Lancaster, ss: 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
21st day of January, 1952, and I hereby 
certify that I am not an officer of this 
Company. 

S. F. BUSH, Notary Public 


My commission expires Dec. 18, 1954. 


How're We Doin’? 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1952 


Total 
Total Stations in 
Service 1-31-52 


Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 


Two new diamonds have made an appear- 
Congratulations to 
Irene Knipfel and Ann Horton. . .. Ruth 
Compton didn’t say whether she was trying 
to start a new fashion, or whether she had 
only one eye open when she dressed for 
work at seven o’clock one morning last 
week. Whatever the reason, she arrived at 
the office wearing one plain stocking and 
one with a black heel. . . . Lauretta Baker 
is convalescing at the Mary Lanning Hos- 


ance since Christmas. 


pital following an appendectomy... . Sev- 
eral of the operators were blood donors at 
the Red Cross Blood Bank in January. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 
Ronnie Francis seems to be in much 
better spirits this week. He finally got rid 
of his aching tooth. . . . Heine Taedter at- 
tended a school at Fairmont on dial training. 


Stromsburg Area 
Mrs. Elvera Parks, Correspondent 
Bill Barry, Osceola, Rod Blakney and 
Albert Andres, both of Stromsburg, have 
been busy trimming trees in this vicinity. 
“Doc” Wilson and Floyd Crewdson 
were a couple of welcome visitors up our 
way last week. They came to check our 
dial systems, but since we heard no harsh 
comments, they must have found things in 
fair shape. 
Superior Area 
Donna J. Henriksen, Correspondent 
Three of the girls in the Traffic Depart- 
ment received diamonds for Christmas. They 
were Bonnie Flower, Twilla Fletcher and 
Marilyn Davis. Congratulations, girls! .. . 
The traffic girls received twenty-eight 
pounds of candy for Christmas this year. 
Also, flowers, notes and kind words of 
appreciation. We had an opportunity to 
exchange good will during the Christmas 


brought us a box of candy. Seems he forgot 
to put some money in the parking meter 
so Mr. Kubat hurried out to grab the little 
ticket that appeared on his car.. . . Lavetta 
Dunn was operated on again last week. She 
is reported as getting along satisfactorily. 

. It seems someone saw Clarinda Lake 
and her sister sitting out on the highway 
one cold and stormy night. Did you girls 


finally get someone to get you out of the 
snow drift? ... Mr. and Mrs. Bert Kline 
spent last week-end in Denver, visiting rela- 


tives. They also attended the horse show 
and rodeo. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 


Flash! Flash! Sunday, January 20, was‘a 
red letter day for the Club House bowling 
team in York. According to Dan Smith, a 
member of the team, the Club House team 
is holding first place after the first Sunday 
of the tournament. Mr. Smith played an 
important part in winning by rolling a pair 
of high series, namely 502 and 520... . In- 
cluded in “Brides and Brides-to-be” for the 
past few weeks are Betty Blase, traffic oper- 


ator, who received a sparkler from Leland 
Anderson for Christmas. No date has been 
set for the wedding. Beverly Smith, 
commercial clerk, missed a day’s work last 
week because of a sprained ankle. The story 
is that Bev was asleep in the family big 
chair when she was suddenly awakened by 
the ringing of bells. She jumped up to 
answer the telephone—result—she now has 
a sprained ankle. (Just between you and 
me, Rol is home from the Air Force, which 
might have something to do with it.) ... 
Vacations for 1952 have begun. Arlene 
Reetz spent last week at home on the farm. 
Betty Illingworth is going to Fairfield for 
her vacation. Dreaming of California, we 
find Artis Gee, who is going West next week 
with her husband. 


Tue LONG AUGUST NIGHT WAS HOT— 
but not as hot as the bitter fighting 
that raged about Agok, Korea, in the 
Naktong River area. Sergeant Kouma, 
serving as tank commander, was cov- 
ering the withdrawal of infantry units 
from the front. Discovering that his 
tank was the only obstacle in the path 
of an enemy breakthrough, Sergeant 
Kouma waged a furious nine-hour 
battle, running an eight-mile gantlet 
through enemy lines. He finally with- 
drew to friendly lines. but not until 
after his ammunition was exhausted 
and he had left 250 enemy dead be- 
hind him. Even then, although 
wounded twice, he attempted to re- 
supply his tank and return to the 
fighting. 

“A withdrawing action is not my 
idea of how Americans should fight,” 
says Ernest Kouma. “If we must fight, 
let’s be strong enough to take the 
offensive. In fact, if were strong 


M/Sot. Ernest R.Kouma 


Dwight, Nebraska 


\\ Medal of Honor 
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enough, we may not have to fight at 
all. Because, nowadays, peace is for 
the strong. 


“So let’s build our strength—to 


keep a strong America at peace. You 
can help by buying Defense Bonds— 
as many as you can afford. It’s far 
less painful to build for peace than to 
destroy in war. And peace is what 
you're building when you buy De- 
fense Bonds.” 


* * * 


Remember that when you’re buying bonds for 
national defense, you’re also building a per- 
sonal reserve of cash savings. Remember, too, 
that if you don’t save regularly, you generally 
don’t save at all. So sign up today in the 
Payroll Savings Plan where you work, or the 
Bond-A-Month Plan where you bank. 


Peace is for the strong... 


Buy U.S. Defense Bonds now! 
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AUIS 15 THE SPECIAL 
NBMBER- WHAT 
OPERATOR ARE YOU 
CALLING PLEASE ? 
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JOE MILLER, LINCOLN PLANT, WHILE INSTALLING A VW y rN \N Vu 


AELEPHONE,, WAS CHASED FROM THE PREMISES BY AN 
ELDERLY WOMAN RESIDENT BRANDISHING A BROOM. 
THE INOFFENSIVE JOE WAS FLAGBERGASTED. . HE 
DION'T KNOW THAT THE OLD LADY HAS AN ACUTE 
AVERSION TO MALE STRANGERS. THE NEIGHBORS 
CONSIDER tf A TREAT fo WATCH PEDDLERS, METER - 
ADERS, EIC. APPROACH THE HOUSE , INVARIRGLY 
o BEAT A HASTY RETREAT, HOTLY PURSUED BY 
AHE ECCENTRIC WOMAN, 


TN 


Olek 
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| 


YORIC PLANT 


VOU, 


LL MINICH WHILE INSTALLING A TELEPHONE IN AN 

EXETER RESIDENCE, WAS FOLLOWED INTO THE HOUSE 
BY A BATILE SCARRED Tom CAT WHO HAD MADE 
FRIENDS WITH HIM ALONG THE STREST . BILL TRIED To 
PERSUADE THE OLD FELLOW To BEGONE- BUT INSTEAD 

HE CAT MADE A DASH FOR THE BEDROOM AND CREPT 

1 UNDER THE BED« BILL TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY To SCARE 

HIM OUT AND AS HE WAS RESUMING AN UPRIGHT 
POSITION HIS HEAD CRASHED INTO A LIGHT FIXTURE, 
Hae IT 10 PIECES AND ALMOST KNOCKING 
OUT, 


2) 


A HURRIED APPEAL FROM THE SHERIFF SENT DAN SMITH AND 

LES HANSEN SCURRYING INTO THE COUNTRY To RESCUE A CAT 
THAT HAD TAKEN REFUGE AT THE END OF A CROSSARM .LES CLIMBED 
ALOFT AND 5PENT A LONG WHILE IN FUTILE EFFORTS fo ENTICE 
THE ANIMAL INTO ARMS REACH 50 HE COULD ENVELOPE IT IN HIS 
COAT AND CARRY IT SAFELY TO THE GROUND. . AT LAST, IN RASH 
FRUSTRATION, HE GAVE A LUNGE AT THE CAT BUT FAILED To 
RECKON WITH 11S SWIFT REFLEXES. AS HIS BARE HAND SWEPT BY, 
CLUTCHING ONLY EMPTY AIR , THE BEAST RAKED IT with 
SWARPENED CLAWS IN A LONG, BLOODY FURROW... . LES 
THREW CAUTION To THE WIND, GRASPED THE FIGHTING FELINE 
AND FLUNG IT,IN A HOWLING ARC, INTO THE ADJACENT FIELD. 
THE BRUTE WAS UNHURT BUT LES WAS HEAVILY CONSURED 
FOR LOSING HIS TEMPER / 


mC 


AFTER TRYING FOR MONTHS 10 GET HER HUSBAND 
AT THE JOB OF REPRINTING THE KITCHEN MRS BOB 
WOHLBERG (ENGINEERING) WATCHED HIM CLIMB TO 
THE TOPMOST RUNG OF THE LADDER TAKE ONE 
SWIPE WITH THE GRUSH, THEN CoME CRASHING 
DOWN, SPILLING HIMSELF AND THE FULL BUCKET 
OF PAINT ALL OVER THe FLOOR | 


—— 


a, 
TIME-WORN EXPERIENCE HAS TAUGHT JACK. = 
LIT{LE, AUBURN , To USE EXTREME CAUTION WHILE 
WORKING IN ATTICS. HIS FOOT 15 FOREVER GOING 
THROUGH THE CEILING INTO THE ROOM BELOW ! 
ON HI5 LATEST ATTIC JOB HE WORKED WITH GREAT 
CARE UNTIL TIME TO DEPART. AS HE PICKED UP 
HIS TOOL CASE IT CAME OPEN AND TOOLS BEGAN 
oO FALL HEAVILY ON THE LATH AND PLASTER . . JACK. 
GOT EXCITED AND FAILED To WATCH HIS STEP FOR. 
JUST ONE TEENY INSTANT ~ ~YEP, AS USUAL, HIS 
FOOT WENT RIGHT ON THROUGH. 


SEVERAL GIRLS IN THE LINCOLN BUSINESS OFFICE SPLIT THE COST oF A 
SACK OF CANDY EACH AFTERNOON. THE SACK IS KEPT ON ONE OF THE 
DESKS 50 THAT THEY ALL HAVE READY ACCESS 10 IT. .119 EXPENSIVE 
FORTHE GIRLS BECAUSE WALDO M°POWELL DIPS UNINVITED HAND 
INTO THE SACK AND EATS MOST OF THE CANDY. . HE ALMOST LOS 

A COUPLE OF EXPLORING FINGERS ONE DAY WHEN THEY TOUCHED 
Bie A ee MOUSE TRAP SOMEONE HAD SET ON TOP OF 

CANDY « 


KG KINDESTMAN INFHESE PARTS IS 

DUANE GROVE, YORK PLANT. DUANE 
NOTICED THAT HIS DOG HAD THE 
SNIFFLES A FEW DAYS AGO, 50 HE 
A ey 

QUES EXPENSIVE NOSE DROPS , 
ae” AND HAS BEEN ADMINISTER- 
A 


S 


ALICE MUNSON, LINCOLN TRAFFIC THOUGHT MOST EVERY 
ACTION OF HER DOG WAS PRETTY CLEVER UNTIL ONE DAY 


WHEN THE POOCH SUNK HIS TEETH INTO THE BEEF ROAST AND 
WENT CAVORTING THROUGH THE HOUSE WITH ALICE IM WILD PURSUIT, 


6. Qi “RING THEM HOURLY SINCE 
a iN ; HAT TIME , 
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ARTIS BURHOOP, YORK TRAFFIC, WAS UP, 

DRESSED, AND NEARLY READY To TAKE OFF 

¥OR WORIK WHEN HZR MOTHER CALLED FROM 

THE NET ROOM TO ASK WHY ALL THE NOISE 
| ANO ACTIVITY AT TUREe A.M, ! 
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1951 
ANNUAL REPORT TO 
THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH CO. 
EMPLOYEES 


About this time each year our friend the ‘Talking 
Handset” drops around to tell us how things have been 
the past year with LT&T. 

Part of his story this year is good—part not so good. 

We have grown and we served more people, handled 


more calls and took in more money than ever before. 
eB That’s good. 


S The other side of the picture is not so good. 
= Expenses went up faster than revenues with the re- 
ae sult that the Company’s profits took a big drop. 
ee And that’s not all. : 
es To keep up with service demands we had to add much 
new plant at today’s inflated prices with no increase in 
the price we charge for service. Result—less return on 
our investment. | 

Our Company is like a family in some ways. We have 
income and we have bills to pay. We should live within 
our income and have a little left over for savings. Be- 
cause if we spend more than we make we won’t be in 
business very long. You and other people who work 


jobs at all. 
Another thihg. 


When we need new buildings, new equipment, new 
cars and trucks and such things that mean growth and 
better service, we have to borrow the money for them. 
Just like you would probably have to borrow the money 
for a new house or automobile. 

We get that money from people who invest their sav- 
ings in our stocks and bonds. These people want two 
: things for the use of their money. Pretty much the same 
pes things, incidentally, you expect for the work you do. 
soe They are security and a reasonable return or compen- 
sation. 

It boils down to this—the Company is affected by in- 
flation just like any other business. When wages, taxes 
and other items of expense continue to go up in cost, 
we have to have more money with which to pay the bills. 
That money comes from only one souree—what our cus- 
tomers pay us for their telephone service. 

The rest of the report will give you details on these 
and other factors about our Company’s operations. Fig- 
ures for 1940, last of the ‘normal’ years, are used for 
comparative purposes. 


here wouldn’t be secure in your jobs, or maybe not have © 


Revenues and Expenses 


Our customers paid us over $74% million 
last year for the telephone service we furnished 
them. That was five per cent more than 1950 


and the most revenue we ever received in one 
year. 


But expenses went up at a faster clip than 


“1 BE ABLE 10 GET 
|WANNA (.-\. owe FOR YOU 
PRIVATE INA FEW A 


MORE YEARS es | 3 


revenues. After we paid the bills for wages, eS NTL Woe: (a\Gaae, ’ 
taxes, materials and other costs of doing busi- PAT SONG i =) \ Ee 
ness, including interest and dividends, we found fe ee ey) y \" 


that the amount left over to be reinvested in A ga _ PF 2 
LT&T’s future had gone down 26% from last cess ee . oe 
year. Quite a drop. 2. pt <2 2. CC 
Compared with 1940, revenues were up (eg q jy A\\T 
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Service Demands 


LT&T was operating 105,682 telephones at 
the year’s end. This represents a net gain of 
3,718. To do it we had to service 45,904 install 
and remove orders—about 12 orders for every 
telephone gained. 


While the demand for telephone service is 
still on the upswing, the waiting lists for pri- 
mary installations are negligible. However, 
because of shortages in cable and central office 
facilities we were unable to provide private 
line service for everyone who wanted it. More 
than 1,000 orders for regrades from party line 
to private line service are now on file in the 
Lincoln office alone. 


R C EN T 


Throughout the territory an estimated aver- 
age of 450,000 local calls were handled daily 
during 1951, while outward long distance calls 
rose to a new record average of 11,000 per day 
—196 per cent above the 1940 figures. 


1940: 1951 
EXPENSES 


More Dia 


Six more LT&T manual exchanges were Sars 
converted to the dial system during 1951. x 

These were: Harvard, Polk, Osceola, 
Stromsburg, Western and Swanton. More than 
2,400 stations were involved in the conversions. 


1940 1951 
REVENUES 


Service 


The percentage of Company dial oper- 
ated telephones increased from 47 to 71 
since 1940; the number of dial exchanges 
from 18 to 75 and the number of dial telephones 
from 30,000 to 75,000 during the same period. 


Wages and Such 


Basic wage rates took another jump in 1951, 
rising to a new high mark. The 1951 payroll 
was $3,742,121, or half of all the money we 
collected from our customers for telephone 
service. 

Besides payroll wages paid, employees re- 
ceived an additional “wage” of more than 36 
cents per hour, which was the cost to the Com- 
pany of the many benefits enjoyed by you and 
other LT&T employees. Pension accruals, 
benefit and insurance payments made up more 
than 17 cents of this amount; with the balance 
representing the cost of vacations, holidays, 
paid absences, employees’ taxes and other bene- 
fits. 

It is good to see that we made a better mark 
last year in lowering both accident and sickness 
absences. Days lost because of accidents were 


cut in half. Sickness cases showed 671 less 
days lost than in the previous year. 

Twenty-six employees were called into the 
armed forces during 1951, bringing the total to 
68. Of these 11 have completed their terms of 
enlistment or, for other reasons, have been re- 
turned to civilian status. Nine of them are 
back on their jobs with LT&T. 


Most of us are used to paying 
higher and higher prices for things 
we buy. But suppose one of your 
main items of expense had gone up 
347% since 1940. It would make you 
sit up and take notice, wouldn’t it? 


That’s what happened to the Com- 
pany’s operating tax bill. In 1940 
it was $290,000. Last year it was 
$1,295,000. That’s an increase of 
over ONE MILLION DOLLARS. 


$2.00 per month 
Nes per telephone 

went to taxes 
in 195] 


In addition, our customers paid 
$1,198,000 in federal excise taxes on 
their telephone service. 

Together, operating taxes and ex- 
cise taxes on local and long distance 
service last year came to two dollars 
per month for every telephone we 
operate. 

Out of every dollar our customers 
paid for telephone service in 1901, 
including excise, 28 cents went for 
taxes. 


Our Plant Investment Grows 


With new plant and equipment being added at current 
peak costs, it becomes a natural consequence for the average 
investment per telephone to increase. At the beginning of 
the year the investment in plant for each station amounted 
to $216. During 1951 the requirement in plant additions for 
every telephone gained was $557, and the total investment 
in plant and equipment went from $21,988,000 to $24,059,000. 

Putting it another way the investment in plant and equip- 
ment per employee went up from $15,991 in 1950 to $18,593 
in 1951. It took that amount of money in savings of people 
who buy our stocks and bonds to provide the 
Switchboards, trucks, dial switches, poles, wire, 
cable and other plant and equipment needed to 


back up your job. 


AVERAGE INVESTMENT 
PER STATION GAINED 195) 
3557 


AVERAGE INVESTMENT 
PERSTATION 1940 
$199 


Whats Around the Corner? 


Customers are demanding more and more 
service and we are doing a good job of supply- 


Money 


Goes... 


50c Wages. 
6'2c Employee benefits, pen- 
sions and social security 
taxes. dividends. 


l6c Taxes (excluding excise 5'/2c Reinvested in 
and social security). 


ing it in spite of that old bogyman, shortages 
of equipment and materials. However, authori- 
ties tell us that we may look for 
some easing of restrictions on the 
supply of metals. And that is good 
news. 


The papers say that if truce comes 
in Korea it may be regarded as a 
breathing spell and not a promise of 
lasting world peace—that rearming 
America will go ahead. People who 
study such things forecast that the 
general trend of business will be 
good. 


As for LT&T, it is going to have 
to have its ear to the ground, hope 
for the best and keep its powder 
dry. Our job is to plan for the future, 
restore normal margins of facilities 
as soon aS we can and provide 
the good telephone service that is so 
important to national welfare and 
the people we serve. 


we ‘ « :) CAG -! 
13c Materials and 
services. 


9c Interest and 


LT&T’s future. 


LT&T Joins 
National Operator 


Toll Dialing Network 


EN PULLS of the dial by operators at eight LT&T 
exchanges is all that is needed now to make direct con- 


nection coast-to-coast with 15 million of the 45 million 


telephones in the United States. 


This became a reality February 17 when LT&T became 
a part of the national operator toll dialing network. Con- 
nection with the national system is made through A-4-A 
inter-toll dialing equipment in Omaha. The new regional 
toll dial center there, the 16th in the United States, was 
cut into service on that date. 


LT&T exchanges involved are Plattsmouth, Nebraska City, 
Wahoo, Seward, York, Hastings, Tecumseh and David City. 


This is how operator toll dialing works. The United 
States and Canada are divided into 90 calling areas which 
operators can reach by dialing designated three digit num- 
bers. Let’s say, for example, that a subscriber in York 
wishes to call a Mr. Jones at telephone number 2124 at 
Lakeport, California. The York operator would look up 
the routing to Lakeport and find that she would have to 
go through Oakland, California, to reach that city. She 
would plug into an Omaha circuit, dial 415, the Oakland 
area code, followed by LA-1, the number for Lakeport and 
2124, the subscriber's number. This would operate inter- 
toll dial switching equipment at Omaha which would route 
the call to Oakland, Lakeport and ring the telephone there. 


In cases of metropolitan areas or other points where the 
volume of calls is great enough to justify it, a code number 
is assigned to the city rather than to the state or general 
area. To reach telephones at such points the operator 
merely dials the three digit code number for the city fol- 
lowed by the subscriber’s telephone number. 


FOUR SECONDS TO LOS ANGELES—Donna Lou Peters of 
Wahoo shows Editor Derrel Ludi of the Wahoo Newspapers how fast 
calls go through with operator toll dialing. Mr. Ludi listened in 
on a triai cali to Los Angeles and shows with his fingers the time 
in seconds it took for the called party in Los Angeles to answer 
after the number was dialed in Wahoo.—Wahoo Newspapers photo. 


Fae 


ei 4 Se 
CAGED MORK WHOL hE Fi 


2AM AM RANK HA BLE 
‘ P 

i CRAG CORA es Oe ee 

an” AV E°Eb 8) CA MOO Ma 

ieaies 5 

~ 


AUC me esha eS ULAX sep Lad 


o 8" LETS ©) 02 676(%, SIDI bL0L 6 5 64: 
. EIR Ue BOC: sgt 
nn Boh @i nae 


leet Y 


Ad 


TEER yr i 73 Fn «20: ol if a ci. 


HASTINGS COVER GIRLS—Hastings operators Lois Jean John- 
son, Coralee Utecht, Leota Bovard and Arline Wright, left to right, 
show how long distance calls are made with key senders instead of 
dials on the new Hastings switchboard. The girls punch out the 
desired telephone numbers on the keys instead of turning dials, 
This method is faster and more ‘accurate and will be adopted on 
other boards later.—Hastings Tribune photo. 


No assistance is required from operators at distant points 
which are dial operated except for information service. 
That is why most calls go through about twice as fast when 
you call by number. One call does the job whereas two 
are needed otherwise (one to information and another to 
the subscriber). 


Incoming calls direct to telephones at Plattsmouth, Sew- 
ard, Hastings, Tecumseh and dial exchanges operating 
through these points can also be received from operators 
in distant cities in the national network. Incoming calls 
to operators at Nebraska City, Wahoo, York and David 
City are also received via the toll dialing network. 


Some direct circuit points of Omaha do not now have 
facilities for dialing outward calls over the national system 
but operators at these points receive incoming calls through 
this network. These points are Lincoln, Ashland, Beatrice, 
Auburn, Falls City, Weeping Water and Fairbury. 


(Continued on Next Page) 


Final tests of the inter-toll dial switching equipment at Seward 
were being made as this picture was taken. Left to right, Jerry 
Shipley of Seward, switchman; Perry Caldwell, installer-repairman, 
COE; Area Manager Robert Gray of Seward, and Francis Darnold, 
installer-repairman, COE.—Seward Independent photo. 


LT&T Joins National 
Operator Toll Dialing 


Network 


(Continued from Page 6) 


Lincoln is not yet included in the 
national network for outgoing calls. 
However, long distance calls are being 
dialed between Lincoln and Hastings 
and its tributaries and Lincoln and 
Tecumseh and its tributaries. 

Lincoln’s connection with the na- 
tional system will come after inter-toll 
dial equipment is installed and cut 
into service at the new Lincoln build- 
ing at 1440 M Street. Lincoln will then 
become a toll dial center in the na- 
tional network with calls being routed 
to and through here to various ex- 
changes in our territory and Omaha. 
Some LT&T exchanges, however, will 
have direct connection to Omaha and 
other control switching points. 


Installation of equipment in the new 
building will start in July and be com- 
pleted the latter part of next year. 
Several months will then be required 
for testing before the actual cutover 
can be made. Inter-toll dial and asso- 
ciated equipment will occupy most of 
the first floor of the new building. 


Pioneer Banquet May 17 


FFICERS and committee chairmen 
of the Pioneer Association got 
together March 6 to discuss plans for 
the annual Pioneer banquet and other 
chapter activities. 

The banquet will be held at the 
Cornhusker Hotel at Lincoln on May 
17. George Walroth, entertainment 
chairman, is working on plans for an- 
other fine evening of entertainment. 
Bulletins with more details will be 
coming out soon. 


President Stacy also announced that 
the Bell and Independent Pioneer 
groups would hold a joint luncheon 
March 26 at the Paxton Hotel at 
Omaha during the Nebraska telephone 
convention. Any Pioneer member de- 
siring to go should contact Mr. Stacy 
at Lincoln. 

The Chapter’s by-laws have been re- 
vised and copies will be sent to the 
membership soon for approval. Stacy 
also said that the national organization 
would not issue a roster this year. This 
is being done for reasons of economy 
and as an experiment to test the reac- 
tion of members as a guide as to what 
should be done in this respect from 
now on. 


Promotions, Transfers and Title Changes 


Verna Alexander 
Service Rep. Teller 
Lincoln Lincoln 


Janice Benedetto 


Commercial 
Verna M. Alexander, teller to service repre- 
sentative, Lincoln. 
Janice Benedetto, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 
Imogene L. Paulsen, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 
Plant 
S. K. Boyer, groundman to splicer’s helper, 
Lincoln Construction. 

Lambert Eitel, installers helper, COE, to 
switchman, Lincoln Service. 

Clyde W. Higgins, groundman to splicer’s 
helper, Construction. 
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Cecile M, Morehead Imogene L. Paulsen 
Chief Operator Teller 
Tecumseh Lincoln 


M. L. Murphy, installers helper, COE, to 
switchman, Lincoln Service. 

K. L. Myhre, installers helper, COE, to 
switchman, Lincoln Service. 

Norris M. Schmeltzer, janitor, Service, to 
groundman, Construction. 

Florence Tatman, secretary to senior super- 
visor, Supply. 

James P. Wingate, groundman to driver, 
Construction. 

Traffic 


Cecile M. Morehead, service assistant to chief 
operator, Tecumseh. 


Twenty-five Years of Overseas Telephone Service 


On January 7, 1927 the first overseas 
telephone call was made from New 
York to London. Today, a world-wide 
network of telephone circuits makes 
possible interconnection of 75 million 
or over 96 per cent of the world’s tele- 
phones in some 90 countries. The vol- 
ume of calls has increased from 2,300 
in the first year of service to about 
900,000 in 1951. 

When service first opened, a three- 
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minute call between New York and 
London cost $75. Now the maximum 
weekly day rate from anywhere in 
the United States to almost any place 
in the world is $12. However, service 
to many points is even lower in cost. 
The weekday rate from Miami to Nas- 
sau in the Bahamas is $4.50, for ex- 
ample, and that from San Francisco 
to Hawaii is $7.50. The present world 
network is shown below. 
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THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 


TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


Compliments from Customers 
aber only thing the telephone indus- 


try has to sell is service, and our 
Company is justly proud that its 
“goods” are of uniform high quality. 
These notes from customers tell their 
own story of the good work of em- 
ployees that is back of that good 
service. 


R. H. Gray, area manager at Seward, 
is in receipt of a letter from a repentant 
telephone subscriber who thought her 
bill was paid. She was convinced 
otherwise in such a diplomatic fashion 
through a call from Bernice Mueller, 


commercial cierk, that she sat down 
and wrote: 


“Your girls are always right, and I 
must apologize for my perversity in 
failing to acknowledge your notices re- 
garding my telephone bill. I was so 
sure [I was right! I have a motto on 
my wall, “The Customer Is Always 
Right,’ and in this I was the customer. 
I just threw your notices in the waste- 
basket. I hope I have made the en- 
closed check for the proper amount. 
Thanks for not cutting off my tele- 
phone service. I do want to compli- 
ment the girl who called—whoever she 
is—on doing it in such a very friendly 
Way.” 


R. L. Hughes, 2601 Woodsdale, was 
SO impressed in watching an installa- 
tion by Richard H. Fischer, Lincoln 
Service Department, that he felt moved 
to address the following letter to the 
Company: “On or about January 22 
one of your installers placed a telephone 
at my address. The installation made 


by this employee was very excellent, 
as he did know his job. However, the 
quality of his work was not the only 
thing I wanted to mention to you. I 
thought his general attitude was the 
best I have ever seen. 


“He knew his-job. He knew his com- 
pany, and was sure it was the best and 
most progressive in the land. He knew 
his equipment, and was sure it was the 
best and most modern available. His 
belief in these things was so real that 
he transmitted it to us. I believe it is 
rare when you find an employee with 
such high morale. It was a pleasure to 
have him in the house and to talk to 
him as folks do to the ‘telephone man’ 
when he comes. Thank you for a pleas- 
ure and for the installation.” 


The third testimonial comes from 
Superior, where the operators forgot 
the restrictions of their diet long 
enough to enjoy the two-pound box 
of chocolates received from Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Appelget, of Nelson. Mr. 
Appelget is field representative for a 
co-operative supply firm and has a 
large amount of long distance business. 
Erma Keenan, chief operator, mailed to 
the ‘News’ the card which accompanied 
the gift. It read: “We sincerely appre- 


ciate the wonderful service we re- 
ceive.” 


The Telephone Helps 
Save Another Life 
A LINCOLN man is alive today be- 


cause of the alert teamwork of 
three operators and the Lincoln police. 
In the course of her day’s work at 
the switchboard, Helen Pierson, Lin- 
coln traffic, established a connection to 
California and waited on the line for a 
moment to be sure the call was com- 
pleted. She heard the distant subscriber 
answer and the Lincoln party say, 
without ceremony, that the gas was on 
and he was going to commit suicide. 
Telephone operators are used to 
picking up strange scraps of conversa- 
tion in this manner, none of which may 
be requoted. Mrs. Pierson was in a 
quandary as she continued to operate 
her position, for the weighing of a 
human life cannot be held lightly. In 
a few seconds there appeared a flicker 
of the signal light on the connection. 
She threw her answering key and re- 
peated the phrase, “Lincoln. Are you 
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through?” The California subscriber 
was still on the line. 

He identified himself as the son of 
the Lincoln party and asked the oper- 
ator to send the police to the Lincoln 
address in an attempt to forestall the 
threatened suicide. 

Mrs. Pierson then called the service 
operator, Marlene Thompson, who 
straightway relayed the request to Geor- 
gia Smith, assistant chief. 

The police were called and a detec- 
tive rushed to the home where he 
found the man unconscious. A gas oven 
had been turned on and all the win- 
dows tightly closed. The man still had 
the telephone in his hand when the 
officer arrived. He was given artificial 
respiration and taken to a_ hospital 
where he was soon reported to be out 
of danger. 
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The Luther Memorial Church of Syra- 
cuse was the scene of a double wedding 
ceremony, January 3. Helen Wenninghoff 
was united in marriage to Petty Officer 
Richard Eis and Mavis Eisenhauer was 
united in marriage to Pfc. Dick Mohlman. 
Both girls are members of the Syracuse 
Traffic Department. 


Wedding bells rang for Lois Stivers of 
the Lincoln Accounting Department and 
Pvt. Gene Stubbs on February 1. They were 
married in Georgia where Pvt. Stubbs is 
stationed. 


Helen Meents of the Beatrice Traffic De- 
partment and Lawrence Kunc were united in 
marriage on February 3. 


Norma Nichols, David City Traffic De- 
partment, became the bride of Donald Wool- 
sey at St. Luke’s Methodist Church in David 
City on February 3. 


Jacquelyn Amen of the Lincoln Traffic 
Department was married February 6 at 
Fremont to Darrel Isaacs. 


The Methodist Church in Seward was the 
scene of the February 10 wedding of Wayne 
Menze and Betty Goldsmith. Wayne is a 
member of the Seward Plant Department 
and is now on military leave. 


Betty Walsh, operator at Lincoln, and 
Aage Andersen were married at Sacred Heart 
Church in Lincoln on February 16. Mrs. 
Andersen has resigned and the couple will 
live in Omaha. 


February 16 was the date of the marriage 
of Mary Ann Casebeer of the Accounting 
Department and Donald Zook. The cere- 
mony took place at Blue Springs, Nebraska. 


John Caley Dies 


EATH came unexpectedly on Feb- 

ruary 15 to John E. “Jack” Caley, 
81, former manager at Sterling. His 
illness was of a week’s duration. He 
had entered an 
Omaha _ hospital 
only three days be- 
fore, and was being 
prepared for sur- 
gery when the sud- 
denand fatal change 
occurred. 


Mr. Caley came 
to Sterling with his 
parents when he 
was ten years old 
and remained a resident of the commun- 
ity for the balance of his life. In 1900 he 
joined the telephone industry as under- 
study to his father-in-law, who had 
charge of the exchange. Two years 
later Jack was appointed manager at 
Sterling, and was destined to hold that 
position continuously until his retire- 
ment in July, 1934. 


John E, Caley 


In early days of telephone develop- 
ment, the Sterling exchange was the 
largest in that vicinity, having been 
well established by the Bell organiza- 
tion before the coming of independent 
competition to Johnson County. Within 
four years from the time Mr. Caley 
took charge, the exchange had more 
than doubled its list of subscribers and 
expanded well into the surrounding 
countryside. Most of the original farm 
lines were built by the energetic man- 
ager with little human or mechanical 
aid. He joined our Company in 1912 
with the purchase of the Bell exchanges 
in Southeast Nebraska. 


Mrs. Caley preceded her husband in 
death only a few months after the 
couple had observed their golden wed- 
ding anniversary in June, 1942. Sur 
viving are two sons, one of whom, 
Gerald L. Caley, is an employee of the 
Company at Fairbury. There are five 
grandchildren and six great grand- 
children. 


Mr. Caley was a member of the 
Methodist Church, Masonic and FEast- 
ern Star bodies, and the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter, Independent Tele- 


phone Pioneers. 


Application Made to 
Consolidate Crete 


Company With LT&T 


Cae niet was made February 
+4 11 to the Nebraska State Railway 
Commission to consolidate the ex- 
changes of the Crete Telephone Com- 
pany with LT&T. The commission will 
hold a hearing on the matter April 13. 
In its application the company asks 
authority to apply group service rates 
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as are now established for Lincoln 
Company exchanges to the Crete Com- 
pany exchanges of Crete and Kramer. 

The Company purchased the out- 
standing stock of the Crete Telephone 
Company in 1950 but continued the 
operation of that Company in its name 
until extensive improvement could be 
made in operating facilities. At the 
end of last year Crete was operating 
1,463 stations and Kramer 126. Crete 
is manually operated and Kramer has 
dial service. 
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A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting 
Bstetla: Fly. FO Wtccusiencstewetes Machine Operator................ EAGCO ices censcreaun (euePebruaty 25 
Dolores: J. Oltsetin.csccstue Machine Operator................ | Eas | 1 eee nae eR eee February 25 
Shirley L. Schwartz................ Machine Operator................ 1) vec) San ee ene ere February 20 
Rose. B,.. Ste pnen gsi cccn siccaess Machine Operator................ COM sa tetoeisccevaiseltsnd ie: February 7 
Commercial 
Margaret A. Trimble............. HP ae caiccsconcereesemceianicerum | ER ot co | Fs ame nen ee en Se January 28 
Plant 
DSR en OUT asses ceteenedeesacare. CSPOT i ct espns eetececescense PAM UIG Yo, Seca l norte apacetc February 5 
ge Geka er me seen Pra Memiotcs25 i ctsvensssaees LID CONG sicos.cis ivacdseatades February 6 
Ty: “Toe Ot US SOR etc cect CJTOUNG MIA Sdn ences Plattsmouthin. o.oo seces soccer February 11 
Traffic 

Imogene A. Baldwin.............. fel. x: 0, eee ne eee 1 Co sc) 5: ee re February 18 
Marlene D. Burns...........22-.--- St atOriattadicecnatake: LEC oh 20% 5c Ree ea ED February 4 
Donna L. Campbell............... Goo o.01 ee er ee ae sts tele) s Barer emseeenerenran er one January 2! 
Letha J. GCampbell............2.... CBS CA GG ew casccuceevesctaeaieaae DADE! Gis piscecccccsczyeceiecessexs February 11 
Teanne A. Fairchild................ Bolg: cc) eee ee a a LANCOIN 2.03 ecco buses February 4 
Blaine Harris...........------:.s:«:+-- PAB OF cic tclaece necrsadecockaseine LF fc orc) (: A eee nee neem IN January 29 
Terry A. Haynes.........2--::0-+- OOS acc cacottetcepevnte DADO es pchibtcctdcndastualisenisitens January 29 
Jean A. Meyers cocnieuumaas O petatotiscscc eben Hebron pate katana casas cet February 4 
Fern J. Holm...........c.:sseseeeee CTD PLAC i sic eyesercatzccees RCL] < iene eae nena February 11 
Betty L. Jensen.........---::::+0+-++- Part-time Operator..--...-....-.. S10) 23 (2) oon ee ee January 29 
Patric .L; Kind ich: Coli 5- 0) canes anne ee ey Lincoln a eet January 29 
Marlene J. Krupicka............... CJiStatatsd zn .anoseeaioes Orson na ceavansenpae Necniencinss February 25 
Mrary: Fis IMIAtRO Rs sscnccnde eat asi. CD CPAGOT sc ontacccuwaesesuitetewe. Lincoln sot see nett tee e cece rene eee ee ee January 28 
Mabel S. McNulty............----- Op Sra Gare. ti se racine OUPECTIOL.....-------2eeeeeee weer February 11 
Mildred A. Morris.....--..-------- Part-time Operator..............- BEBO i scceiteenvisiccsaunnapian: February 4 
LuJean Nichelson.............-.---- CGP OlO ict escent Wahoo........ bi ad eats February 18 
Alice: Mi. IN OGM wscsncces uence OC) Pera ter ss csc cake ennpiacowensetan Weeping Water......... ....-February 4 
DeLores M. Novotny.......------ C) POTATO Lg sence even sentcawscian denn st: FOE sass ccnctcesoencnanbeneraanees February 18 
Kathryn BH, Oltmianiescencacn OPETAtOR secsctceee weenie SUPETIOT........--..0..-2020+ ......February 11 
Virginia M. Penner.......-.------ CP PR TALO Evans senstiecasetacodenaayas Da COD aie casts a ncsens epee February 11 
Marilyn Ai. Price.iscceisisscsmovain Bol 1c) enna ee nan ep em D Lincoln Io sighiteWmaidabantaneesews February 11 
Barbara J. Reed........--.2:---0-++- Gils 6210) gee ET Pe SUPERIOR -nsiccnessvateetesci dense February i 
Darlene A. Rhodes..........------ yo) ine) See ee ane oe FEGOIG onieeee pteaa cee s...-February 11 
Clara M. Rodgers.......0:0.-.--- AP AIGTiven tp ccdeercaratacac teks Lincoln sab lattah ena tastes ......February 18 
Juanita J. Rosenquist............. CDP CEA LON steers crecsceneneadenmedeniceee Y ork sosteceeectteeeescsesncnes .....-February 25 
Altée- By Sager. sinc eckwecteesavcsis. ola 2:00) CR Ree einer ere Lincoln...........-....-0s00ees++ February 18 
Bonnie J. Sichley..............-+--- Operatirsudces Secateurs Beatrice.........-..-...--+-+- ......February 18 
Anna B. StrawSef.e....:2--22+-+--- ODE CaO Tc ncecencsthaneoureentes LAMCOM sapccenseewencscatete February 4 
Marlene V. Taylor..............-- oy 23g 106) aCe EE mene are ETUC OM eine co aeaa cacao February 4 
Ardis A. Weston..............2e02e- CJ POLAEOL cook ec ceceue ences EPCOUN xc crsndeyecs avinred .....- February 4 
Catherine E. Wildt................- CUR CEAL T: cesdeehatcnuntseseaven BORO Oe ccautdeneareatetiomptocans February 18 
Norma J. WAS USAIN Roo Part-time Operator iieudeesuGeds Superior NvswduneneGncanens ss seeeeees January 29 
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Service Birthdays 
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Forty-Nine Years 
F. H. Woods, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
H. S. Knudson, L. W. Winscot, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
F. J. Bettenhausen, Lincoln. 


Forty-One Years 
Charles Dickenman, Beatrice. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
George P. Barney, H. G. Peachman, Lin- 


coln. 


Thirty-One Years 
Dorothy E. Lefler, Lincoln; Frank Nevitt, 
Beatrice. 
Thirty Years 


L. C. Williams, Stromsburg. 
Thirty-Five Years 


Elsie M. Andrews, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
L. G. Saunders, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
H. W. Cane, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


D. D. Eckles, Nelson. 


Twenty-Six Years 
D. C. Gilmore, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Mina V. Jorgensen, Lincoln; Vivian King- 
horn, Auburn. 


Twenty-Four Years 
H. W. Stroup, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 
P. A. Wilkinson, Lincoln. 


Elsie M. Andrews 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


L. C. Williams 
Stromsburg 
30 Years 


Twenty-ITwo Years 
Alice M. Peters, York. 


Twenty-One Years 
L. T. Piper, York. 


Twenty Years 
E. O. Wait, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 


Ethel M. Armstrong, Ashland: W. Ff. 
Grant, Lincoln; J. H. Roland, Hastings. 


Fourteen Years 
Hilda B. Ramsey, Tecumseh. 


Thirteen Years 


Mina V. Jorgensen Vivian Kinghorn . 
Lincoln Aabaca Opal M. Allison, Wahoo; Juanita M. 
25 Years 25 Years Schleif, Lincoln. 


E. O. Wait Wilhelmine M. Sanmann A. E. Stansbury 
Lincoln York Beatrice 
20 Years 10 Years 10 Years 
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Eleven Years 


D. I. Hays, York; Dorothea C. Heckman, 


Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
A. E. Stansbury, Beatrice; Wilhelmine M. 
Sanmann, York. 
Nine Years 


O. B. Dill, David City; Lola Hetherington, 
Ruth Hetherington, Lincoln; Annabelle 
Stocker, Fairbury. 


Eight Years 


Anna K. Menninga, Beatrice; Mary Ross, 
Nebraska City. 
Seven Years 
Bernice Peckler, Lincoln; Malinda A. 
Stuhr, York. 


Six Years 


Bertha Anderson, Superior; Norma J. 
Dettmer, Syracuse; Blanche E. Logan, Lin- 
coln. 


Five Years 


Doris Bramble, R. M. Hromadka, Hastings; 
Belva Butler, Unadilla; Amelia Christopher, 
Christine Ford, Elsie L. Gill, R. C. Hawkins, 
Lincoln; W. W. Harrington, Tecumseh; 
Monica Lempka, Auburn. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
February: 


Primary members: H. F. Staley, Lincoln 
Service, $15.00; H. W. Cane, Lincoln Engi- 
neering, $15.00; J. A. McKinzie, Executive 
Department, $25.00; Lauretta D. Baker, Has- 
tings Traffic, $201.00; A. L. Ager, Lincoln 
Service, $20.00; J. C. Gear, Fairbury Plant, 
$69.00; Adeline Carlson, Lincoln Accounting, 
$10.00; F. M. Strasser, General Plant, $30.00; 
F. G. Rowlison, Lincoln Construction, $161.25; 
E. T. Dougherty, Lincoln Service, $6.00; F. L. 
Tefft, Lincoln Pensioner, $474.50; S. F. Bush, 
Lincoln Accounting, $10.00; Eita M. Griffin, 
Geneva Traffic, $98.00; F. P. Condos, Lincoln 
Supply, $5.00. 


Dependents: Walter Dennis, Lincoln, $116.25; 
Mrs. M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln, $89.25; Rich- 
ard Litzenberg, Lincoln, $19.20; Donald R. 
Wunch, Lincoln, $51.26; Mrs. L. W. Neff, Lin- 
coln, $22.50. 


JOURNEY’S END 


The infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Versaw died at birth on February 3. Burial 
was in Lincoln Memorial cemetery. Mr. Ver- 
saw is a member of the Engineering De- 
partment. 

Eunice Naomi Baxter, mother of Mary 
Pohlenz of the General Traffic Department, 
passed away February 2. Funeral services 
were held on February 6 in Lincoln. 


ee A RF 


es 

be @ 2 € 

: Personalities in the News + 
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Eastern District 
Betty Miles, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Last week everyone was coming in with 
mysterious packages hidden under their 
arms and later they would go out—display- 
ing the “loot” of the day. After this had 
gone on just so long we found out it was 
Secret Heart Sister week which ended on 
Valentine’s Day with a covered dish supper 
at the home of Betty Okrina. At this time 
the Secret Heart Sister was revealed. Every- 
one reports a good time. Miss Swan, chief 
operator, was presented with a remembrance 
from the girls. . The old flu bug has 
taken its toll in all departments... . 
Monica Beringer, former traffic employee 
but now of Omaha, paid us a visit last week. 
. . . Miss Metcalf has been a recent visitor 
getting the girls ready for the new dialing 
system. 

Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton and Mavis Mohlman, Correspondents 


Anywhere that there is a gathering of two 
or more Traffic employees, you can bet 
intertoll dialing is the subject under discus- 
sion. Miss Myra Metcalf has been doing 
her best to teach the little lost lambs the 
methods. . Those on the sick list this 
month are Lillian Bader, Evelyn Denson and 
Barbara Johanns. Best wishes for a speedy 
recovery, girls. . . . Dorothy Everett comes 
to work fairly panting every day. When one 
of the girls asked her why, she replied, 
“Getting our new house ready is wearing 
me down.” Seems Dorothy spends every 
spare moment painting or pounding... . 
Mary Emshoff attended the wedding of a 
friend in Omaha, February 16. ... The 
Commercial and Plant Depts. are really 
busy working on the directory scheduled to 
come out April 1. We really have to work 
if we expect to meet the deadline. . . . Ber- 
tha Royal is now occupying her spare time 
writing letters. Her fiance left for the 
Army January 21, and is stationed at Ft. 
Ord, California. . . . Mavis Mohlman spent 
en enjoyable week-end in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
visiting her husband, who is stationed there 
with the U. S. Air Force. . . . Our manager 
at Syracuse, Mr. Neujahr, had something 
new added to his appearance. He is now 
wearing glasses... . Miss Windels has been 
busy helping her sister and family redecor- 
ate their house and move. ... Mrs. Mar- 
guerite Bray, retired employee, received an 
electric clock for 30 years of loyal service 
with the Company. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Welden Duer spent the 


weekend in Staplehurst visiting relatives. 
... Mr. and Mrs. Al Reed were in York 
and Stromsburg for the weekend visiting 
friends and relatives. . . . We are sorry to 
report Ann Stoll had the misfortune to fall 
and break her wrist. She reports it not 
only is a painful ordeal but a very un- 
handy affair having to use her left hand 
altogether. We hope she makes a speedy 
recovery. ... Grace Heigl has given us a 
little concern of late. On her days off she 
is learning to drive the family car and last 
week about a quarter of five Mr. Duer 
called that he was stuck in the ditch all 
because some lady crowded him off the 
road. Well, we are happy to report it wasn’t 
Grace, but she had us worried for a while. 
. . . Our chief operator, Hilda Johanns, has 
been in a very sad mood this week. She 
mourns the passing of her dog, Skippy. ... 
Alice Sharpnack was in Lincoln this past 
week visiting her son Jerry who is attend- 
ing N. U. ... Shirley Snider spent a few 
days in Nebr. City with her parents. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


We are all working very hard with the 
new intertoll dialing. It will be a great 
asset to us. .. . The Commercial Dept. is 
busy with directory. Mr. Walroth was out 
to page the classified section and we are 
hoping to get them out by March l.... 
Elmer Bean is busy washing the walls in 
the switchroom. After that, he will paint 
them. Won’t he look cute in a painter’s 
suit! . . . Bernice Mueller of Commercial 
was maid of honor for her sister’s wedding. 
That was the third wedding she was in. 
What does that mean, Bernice? . . . Wayne 
Menze of the Plant Dept. left for the Army 
on February 25. 


“Why don’t you get fat, bald and 
prosperous like other men?” 
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Wahoo Area 
Mary Beaty, Correspondent 


Mary Ann Peters spent three weeks in 


February in California with her husband, 
before he left for overseas duty with Uncle 


Sam’s Army. ... Mildred Lanik spent the 


weekend of February 18th visiting her hus- 
band, who is stationed at Camp Bucken- 


ridge, Ky... . Mary Beaty spent a weekend 


in February visiting relatives in Denver. 


... A Valentine Party was given by Ethel 
Daharsh, Mary Beaty and Hazel Hagenbuck 
at Hazel’s home on Feb. 12. The evening 
was spent playing games and exchanging 
valentines. Betty Styskal entertained the 
group, demonstrating the ballet dance. (It 
sure has changed, from what we have seen). 
A delicious lunch was served by the host- 
esses, and all enjoyed a lovely evening. 
. . . Francis Darnold, Bill Wolfe and Jack 
DeLang are installing a new three position 
toll switchboard. . . . Harriette Smith, who 
has been on the sick list, has returned to 
work. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 
Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


This preview of spring weather we’re 
having makes all of us vacation minded, but 
Eleanor Wunch and Betty Tribble actually 
did something about it. Betty spent a week 
at home with her little daughter, and 
Eleanor took care of her Mother and sister, 
both of whom were on the sick list. Dick 
Spohn took off a couple of days and spent 
one of them on his farm in Iowa... . Irene 
Stolz and her husband took advantage of 
one of the nice weekends we’ve been having 
and moved into their new home. Gertrude 
Murphy and husband also moved into a 
different home. Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Bauer have started their new house at 53rd 
and Randolph, and are watching the prog- 
ress made on it... . Our fourth floor Ac- 
counting Department provides a good obser- 
vation point for the third floor of the New 
telephone building. Didn’t know we had 
so many “foremen” around. . . . Congratu- 
lations are in order for Adelaide Carlson, 
Velva Julifs, and Sally Grant who are the 
happy owners of new diamonds. No defi- 
nite wedding dates have been set.... If 
you notice Mary Speck with a broken finger 
nail or bandaged finger, don’t get too upset. 
You see she bought her little son, Gary, an 
erector set and it’s hard to say which of the 
two is enjoying it more. She is quite an 
authority on the building of cars, elevators, 
and most anything that needs a motor. She 
says she has graduated from the tinker toy 
stage. ... Poor Dewey Nelson, he has 


Checking over copy for Seward’s new 
classified directory are Bernice Mueller and 
Laura Douty of the Seward Commercial De- 
partment. Area Manager Robert Gray is ob- 
serving the work. 


quite a time. He went over to the Corn- 
husker for lunch one noon and someone 
walked off with his new rubbers, leaving 
him an old worn pair in their place. A few 
days before the same thing happened at 
Gold’s only it was his overcoat and he re- 
covered that. To help matters along his 
mind went a little blank one afternoon, and 
at 5:00 he wandered up and down 15th 
Street looking for his car. But no one had 
gone off with it—the car was right where he 
had left it in the morning. Blame it on 
spring fever, Dewey! ... Eunice Bailey got 
up the other morning at her usual time of 
5:30, dressed for work, ate a hurried break- 
fast, and was on her way out the door to 
catch a bus when her family asked her where 
she was going on Saturday morning... . Ger- 
trude Murphy spent a week at St. Elizabeth 
Hospital recuperating from a recent ap- 
Pendectomy. We hope she will soon be 
back to work... . Mr. and Mrs. Bob Ross 
took their new cat “Sanda” to a Siamese 
Cat Show in Houston, Texas, and returned 
after winning third prize. Congratulations! 
- . . The south office of the Accounting De- 
Partment is pretty flashy these days with 
new name plates. White figures on black 
background. Thanks, Carl. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Phyllis Otte, Associate Editor 


Capt. Bill Morris, on military leave, was 
a visitor in the office this month. He 
stopped off en route to Germany where his 
unit will be stationed. Other visitors 
in the office this month were Alice Fender, 
Audrey Janak and Norma Carter all taking 
a little time off from their domestic duties 
to visit old friends. Alice is now a resident 
of Borger, Texas, where her husband is a 
chemist with an oil company. ... Dick 
Horstman, who has recently undergone sur- 
gery at a local hospital, is back with us 
again. Dick, who was a coin collector, is 
now back of a desk and enjoys it im- 
mensely when Jack Caldwell and John 
Michisik trudge out into the wind and 


Art Balderson, 


Seward Combinationman, is 
about to take off on the trail of a case of 


trouble caused by the season’s wet weather 


weather. --- Lois Koenig had_ several 
anxious moments the other morning when 
she discovered her diamond Missing from 
her hand. The episode had a happy end- 
ing, however, after several] worried calls to 
her mother who finally found the ring at 
home. Congratulations to Howard 
Spahnle who was recently appointed Gener- 
al Chairman of the Lancaster Chapter of 
the Red Cross Drive for 1952. ... Alyce 
Van Burg who recently became a new auntie 
has been leading a hectic domestic life. 
Her mother has been in Chicago for several 
weeks helping with the new little niece and 
Alyce has been assuming the household 
responsibilities for her mother. From all 
reports we’re heard, Alyce is becoming quite 
an exponent of the culinary arts... . Ruth 
Boots spent an enjoyable week end with her 


sister and children who recently visited 
her from Chicago. 


Constructicn Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


We just received an interesting letter 
from Tom Goldenstein, of Chunchon, Korea. 
Tom is a warrant officer assigned to the 
Assistant Adjutant General in Headquarters 
of the 2nd Infantry Division. With the 


Geneva devotees of the 
“swing your partner” and 
“‘do-si-do” get together 
every Thursday for a good 
old hoe down, rain or 
shine. Left to right, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill Minich, Mr. 
and Mrs. Chas, Crew, Mr. 
and Mrs. Armin Acker- 
man, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Scheierman and Mr. and 
Mrs. R. J. Weis. Members 
of the group not in the 
picture are Mr, and Mrs. 
O. E. McDonald and Dr. 
and Mrs. Rosenair. 
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help of two corporals, he checks personnel 
records. ‘There is much to be done and 
they find it necessary to work Sundays and 
evenings. Tom left the states the fourth 
of January and spent sixteen days on the 
water. He spent two days _ processing 
through Camp Drake about 20 miles from 
Tokyo. From there they went by train to 
Port of Sasebo, located on the west coast 
of Japan. They took a Japanese luxury 
liner (Tom says he slept on a grass mat 
on deck) to Pusan, Korea, and landed the 
26th of January. They took a train from 
there to Seoul and then on to Chunchon. 
Just south of Taegu their train was de- 
railed, apparently due to guerrilla sabotage. 
It had been attached the previous night. 
From Tom’s report the Korean trains are 
not too comfortable—straight backed wood- 
en seats, wooden floors and no heat. Tom 
says they are living in tents with dirt floors 
and occasionally the fuel lines to the stoves 
freeze up, due to water in the fuel. But 
with Arctic sleeping bags and plenty of 
blankets they manage to keep warm. Accord- 
ing to Tom the living conditions of the na- 
tive Koreans are appalling. He was quite 
amazed at their farming. Says we wouldn’t 
believe him if he attempted to describe the 
hills—the people farm them so high that he 
fails to see how the seeds can stay in the 
ground.... We have had several letters from 
George Wasson—he is in Korea also and 
seems to be plenty busy. ...A change of 
address from James Selko tells us that he 
is stationed at Sendori, Japan. ... And 
one from Clarence Eitzmann with a New 
York APO looks like he is headed the 
other direction. We lost two more 
fellows to Uncle Sam this month. Bob 
Cardwell was drafted the middle of Febru- 
ary and hopes to get into the Signal Corps. 
Charles Hayes, Hastings, enlisted in the 
Navy about the same time. We wish you 
both the best of luck and hope you will be 
back with us soon. . Bob Turner, who 
has been on military leave of absence since 
October of 1950, returned to work February 
25. Bob was in the Navy and spent most 
of his time on Guam. ... We were very 


sorry to learn of the death of Herman 
Studier’s brother. He passed away Febru- 
ary 27th at Waverly, Iowa. We extend our 
sympathies to Herman and family. 


Engineering Department 
B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


We were pleased to have two callers dur- 
ing the month; namely, Gay Henderson and 
Don Swanson—more correctly, Lt. Hender- 
son and Warrant Officer Swanson. Both 
fellows have been stationed at Camp Gor- 
don in Georgia and both now have New 
York APO addresses, so it is presumed 
that they are on their way to the European 
Theatre. At any rate, it seemed like old 
times to have them both around again. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


E. E. Johnson started the year off right 

with an early vacation. He and his wife 
took his mother-in-law to Phoenix, Arizona, 
to live. While they were there they went 
on four sight-seeing tours around Phoenix. 
They enjoyed the traveling. . . . Just in 
case anyone is curious about the box 
labeled “Put all your bad habits in here” 
you can ask G. E. Miller about it. He is 
the originator and it is directed to the 
smokers in the Service Department. No 
one knows how it got to the clubroom 
though. . . . A. E. Dulin was in to see us 
the other day. He seems to be getting 
along well and may return to work in the 
future. We seem to have a profes- 
sional bowler in our midst. She is Jean 
Jensen and she headed the bowlers in the 
women’s doubles. Keep up the good work. 
_..C. W. Helm got a cute little cake on 
Valentine’s Day. Just leave it to Goldie 
and Blanche to remember him... . Arleen 
and Bob Swanson took a four day week end 
and went up to De Smet, South Dakota. 
They had a good time and got back home 
without getting stuck in a snowbank. They 
were visiting Arleen’s parents. G. E. 
Miller must be short of silverware at home 
because one day he carried one of the 
cafeteria knives back to his office in his 
back pocket. He tried to blame it on John 
Reed. We don’t quite believe him. 
Don Gilmore and his wife spent a week 
at Rochester, Minnesota, where their small 
son is at Mayo Clinic. . . . Walt Stewart 
won’t be venturing away from home from 
now on. He’ll be too busy watching his 
new television set. Wayne Berkland 
took a few days off from work this month 
and took his dad to the yearly hardware 
convention at Minneapolis. His main object 
in going was to buy furniture for his 
new home. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


It’s mighty good to see Ralph Baldwin 
again. His Navy career has come to an 
end, he hopes, and he’s happy to be home 
again. Bob Donaldson makes the 
NEWS again! He relates a tale of hav- 


This picture was taken some time ago 
when the News” dropped in on the Nebraska 
City traffic department. Left to right, Willa 
Gump at the information board, Velma Abker 
at the recording desk, Katheryn Owens and 
Lillian Bader, chief operaior. 


ing much fun with a local radio announcer. 
(Sounds like the announcer had some fun 
too.) On a Saturday afternoon while Bob 
was diligently performing his household 
duties, he so thoroughly enjoyed the pro- 
gram being broadcast he thought it would 
be a nice idea to call the station and say 
so. Almost before Bob hung up the tele- 
phone receiver the announcer made it known 
to all that one Bob Donaldson had just 
called in to say what a good program it was 
and how much he and his family were en- 
joying it. Bob couldn’t restrain his impulse 
to call back and thank the announcer. At 
the next break in the program the announcer 
said they would play a selection of music 
and dedicate it to Bob Donaldson. (Guess 
what they played? “GET LOST.” 

Harold Ehrlich reports an addition to 
his family, which makes him a grandpappy 
—and a very proud one too... . Through 
and around his new shell-rimmed, becoming 
glasses, Russ Rauch’s face is beaming with 
joy over his shiny new two-toned blue Pon- 
tiac. Smooth and happy riding, Russell!! 
. .. We hear that Joe Krhounek, Shop- 
man, is quite a cartoonist; and also that his 
buddy, Bill Knee, is not doing so bad at 
writing poetry to properly present the car- 
toon. .. . Bill Weygint, warehouseman, is 
coaching the Cathedral Junior High basket- 
ball team which won the Eastern District 
championship. His team was runner-up in 
the Knights of Columbus tournament held 
in Lincoln recently, and was awarded the 
good sportsmanship trophy in the latter 
tournament. Good work, Bill... .The ware- 
house boys report that Lester Ellis’ stag 
party was a huge success. Lester’s family 
was out of town and he made good use of 
the opportunity to entertain his co-workers. 
... To fully appreciate the following inci- 
dent one must have pretty clearly in mind a 
picture of the Nebraska truck license plates 
for 1952. A one-half ton (1000#) truck plate 
displays the figures one and two, the one 
above the two with a line between, just like 
a fraction, thus: 12. A twelve ton (24,0007) 
license plate has the figures placed one 
above the other, but no line between them, 
thus: *,. Truck Driver Ray Slote and his 
buddy, Jake Isley, were gliding down the 
highway with a full load of poles on the 
truck-trailer arrangement, when they noticed 
a highway patrolman curiously gazing at 


Jim Tice, former cable splicer’s helper in 
the Construction Department, shows his pro- 
ficiency with the hooks at a lineman’s school 
in Japan. Jim entered the service last August 
and since this picture was taken has been 
sent to Korea where he has been driving a 
jeep with the Field Artillery. His mother, 
Mary Tice, works in the Lincoln cafeteria. 


the truck. Sure ’nuf he turned around and 
hailed them to stop. With some appre- 
hension Ray pulled to the road shoulder. 
Says the patrolman, “Who on earth sold you 
a half-ton license piate for that outfit?” Ray 
was not just a little chagrined—he knew 
full well the handsome price that had been 
paid for the two little metal plates the 
truck was wearing, and he is one who always 
checks his load carefully to be sure the 
weight is under the limit. He graciously re- 
plied, “Sir, the license plate you’re looking 
at is a twelve ton hauling permit.” It was 
a very red faced patrolman who drove off 
hurriedly, possibly with the realization that 
he should have known better. . . . News of 
much less hilarity is Frank Blockwitz’s ill- 
ness and confinement at Veterans’ Hospital 
for surgery. You’re being missed, Frank, 
and we all hope that you will soon be back 
in the harness again. 


How're We Doin’? 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1952 


Central District —..c:22:-25.0.-: 333 
Eastern District 22.cccc20.2.:. 103 
Southern District -........... 63 
Western District -............. 144 

MOU, ses 2 ofits ode aad 643 


Total Stations in 
Service 2-29-52 ....106,325 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


We are glad to report Marie Portsche, 
Lillian Hubbard and Vernita Vorce able to 
be back to work. Marie and Vernita have 
been in the hospital for some time and Lil- 
lian has been recuperating from a fall on 
the ice. . . . Ruth Hetherington wore the 
Same patient smile as she answered ‘Tele- 
phone Company” several times and received 
no response. Suddenly she realized she 
hadn’t inserted the plug! . . . Mabel Volpp: 
Remember the “seventh gift.” . . . Speaking 
of the hardships of getting to work, think 
of Mary Ormand getting half way down 
the steps on a snowy morning with one 
galosh on, and just “no time left.” Will she 
ever get an early start! .. . A large number 
attended a bridal shower for Doris Kramer 
Hardt given at the home of Mrs, Thomp- 
son, with Alice Munson, Maxine Pointer, 
Marlene Thompson and Berdina Rau as 
hostesses. Beautiful gifts were given and 
a delicious lunch served. ... We attribute 
to absent-mindedness only, the fact that, 
come time for relief one day, Joy Speidell 
calmly put on her hat and coat and went 
home! ... We were very proud of the 
mention given in the newspaper of two of 
our girls, Georgia Smith, assistant chief op- 
erator, and Helen Pierson, who quickly 
maneuvered to prevent a suicide being com- 
mitted by a telephoning party. ... We 
hadn’t intended mentioning it, but the temp- 
tation is too great, as we just think and 
think about Marlene Thompson knocking 
down that parking meter. It wasn’t hard 
at all, especially with the car in low gear 
instead of reverse! We're sorry, Marlene, 
and are sure it wasn‘t any fun for you 
at the time. . . . Gladys Trumble has been 
ill with the flu. . . . Lucille Schmersal was 
confined to the hospital with an appendec- 
tomy. . . . Eloise Baldwin can hardly wait 
to move into her new home.. . . Jean Rob- 
erts paid us a visit the other day. She is 
now working at Northwestern Bell in Oma- 
ha... . Evelyn Diane Hawkins was also a 
recent visitor, with her mother, Elaine 
Hawkins, to our office... . . Ardus Bures has 
returned to work after a bout with the flu. 

. Eleanor Jensen is wearing a new 
diamond. 


Southern District 
Paula Otte, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 


Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 


A farewell party was held for Darold 
Shafer at the home of Oakel Butler. The 
evening was spent playing cards and visit- 
ing. Dearold was presented with a nice 


gift. ... June Vanarsdall has moved into 
an epartment by herself since her folks 
moved away. ... Marceline Behrends has 


moved into her new home in Auburn... . 
Doris Smith, June Bippes, and Janie Ger- 
des were in Lincoln looking at trailer houses. 
Just looking, girls? . . . Alice Haddox was 
ill a week when she had boils in both of 
her ears. She is recovered now and back 
et work. . . . Dorothy Gillispie visited her 
parents at Hastings over the weekend... . 
Dorothy Biggerstaff attended the funeral 
of her brother-in-law in Falls City last 
week. . . . Marcene Kite’s husband left for 
service on February 19, 


Beatrice Area 
Marcella O’Bryan and Donna Wehling, 
Correspondents 
Irma Arnold spent a week in Pampa, 
Texas, recently and visited her brother and 
family... . Harlan Gillespie is back at work 
after spending a couple of days at home 
with an infected foot. Norma Jean 
Rutan, cashier, accidentally caught the fore- 
finger of her left hand in an electric mixer 
Monday evening and as a result is “vaca- 
tioning” at this time. Sympathetic friends 
remind her how fortunate she is that it hap- 
pens to be her left hand. Norma Jean can’t 
agree on this, as she is left handed. 


Fairbury Area 


Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 


We received a letter from Irene James, 
former operator, who is with her husband 
stationed at Biloxi, Mississippi. She is 
working at the telephone office part time. 
She writes she loves to receive our “lil ole 
letters.” . . . Virginia Robinson is really on 
the ball these days. She bowled 206.... 
Betty Furry plans to attend the Pig Dance 
at K. U. ... Evidently Charlotte Jordan 
was overjoyed at the thought of working 
the last night because she left a note on a 
pack of tickets saying “All numbers checked. 
Amen.” . . . On Washington’s birthday, one 
of the girls received an “O. D. All Day” 
report from a distant station. The customer 
came up with this interpretation “I suppose 
since this is a holiday that means the oper- 
ators there are ‘Off Duty all day””... 
Putting packages in our cabinet is pretty 
risky business. Vera Sweetster was forced 
to chase Miss Dunn all over town the other 
evening in order to retrieve her new spring 


WANTED 
China dolls and doll heads. Godey, 
Dolly Madison or Jenny Lind type. 
Marie Vidlock, 
Accounting Dept., 
Lincoln, Ext. 73 
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Brides in a double wedding at Syracuse 
recently were Helen Wenninghoff, who mar- 
ried Richard Eis, and Mavis Eisenhauer, who 
married Dick Mohlman. Both girls are oper- 
ators at Syracuse. 


bonnet which the C. O. nonchalantly made 
off with. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


A much-envied girl is Della Hazen who 
has just returned from a month’s sojourn in 
Florida. She was visiting her sister who 
was living in Hialeah, but then moved to 
Key West. Della acquired the darkest tan 
from lolling on the beach every day, and 
amongst the palefaces here she is certainly 
outstanding. She enjoyed the plane ride 
(her first) home and Della is already plan- 
ning for the same trip next year. ... Hilda 
Ramsey honored her mother with a party 


It’s Easy to Change to a 


Joint Account 


At the recent annual meeting 
of the Employees Co-op associa- 
tion, it was suggested that mem- 
bers be urged to change their 
individual accounts for savings or 
shares in the credit union to joint 
or survivorship accounts. Other- 
wise, a court order may be needed 
to clear the account in case of the 
member’s death or incompetency. 

There has been a sizable num- 
ber of accounts changed to con- 
form to this recommendation 
since it was first published in 
last month’s News. Others wish- 
ing to take advantage of the sug- 
gestion may do so by making 
known their wishes to Mrs. Tillie 
Boyd, Co-op Bookkeeper, Room 
200, Lincoln. She will send the 
proper form for consent to the 
change and signature of the sec- 
ond party. 


on her 91st birthday. Many relatives and 
friends were present. ... Belva Robinson 
was bridesmaid for a friend at Hickman re- 
cently. (She didn’t mention if she caught 
the bride’s bouquet). . . . Clara Costello’s 
mother is home now and almost fully re- 
covered from the fall which injured her 
ankle. Clara says the cooking tastes much 
better. . . . Ted Husing was indisposed for 
a couple of days, suffering from a bad case 
of hives. He decided he must be allergic 
to something, but as yet hasn’t discovered 
what it is... . Wanda Remmers finally got 
a driver’s license—but the patrolman whom 
she took for a ride is probably still scared. 
. . . Norma Lée Hahn and her husband are 
the proud owners of a new Plymouth, but 
for some reason Norma Lee has been doing 
quite a bit of walking to work. Maybe 
hubby is skeptical of her driving! . . . Tyler 
Ryan and a group of friends drove to Beat- 
rice to enjoy a Minstrel Show and wound 
up in the police station with a traffic tick- 
et. When the self-appointed spokesman of 
the group started arguing the case, Mr. 
Ryan could just picture them all spending 
the night in the pokey so he took the mat- 
ter into his own hands and paid the fine. 


Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Leon Rezny has returned to duty follow- 
ing an enforced layoff as a result of an 
attack of polio. We are happy to be able 
to report that his recovery has been com- 
plete. . . . Irene Combs has been in Wilber 
a few days. Mr. and Mrs. William Eckles 
of Nelson were visitors in Wilber. Mr. 
Eckles was formerly Area Manager here. 
CRETE NEWS: Shirley Rhea, operator, 
has been flashing a diamond recently. Con- 
eratulations, Shirley. . . . Berl Strayer and 
family, who have been making their home 
in Beatrice, moved to Crete. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 


Hastings Area 


Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 


Irene Knipfel was the honored guest at a 
luncheon given by Ruth Compton. The 
group presented Irene with a pair of wall 
plaques. Enid Colglazier of Fairbury 
was a week-end guest of Jessie VanTrump. 
... Coralee and Jacqueline Utecht and 
Colleen Hohlen were hostessess at a shower 
honoring Irene Knipfel. Irene received 
many lovely gifts. ... Aletha Bennett ex- 
perienced a very short night not long ago. 
She retired about eleven-thirty, and after 
what seemed a short time, her mother called 
and told her she would have to hurry, it 
was seven-thirty. With her eyes only half 
open, she looked at the clock and got up, 
went into the kitchen, to discover it was 
only one-thirty. We are all glad to 
have Lauretta Baker back at work after 
her absence because of illness. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 


Thelma Carter left February 13 for Cali- 
fornia where she will meet her husband 


Picture of the new Lincoln building at 1440 M taken the first part of March. Since 
our picture story in the last issue was written the concrete stairs have been poured all the 
way up and brick layers have nearly finished their work on the east and north walls, 
except for the stair towers. The basement floor with red monolithic topping is finished 
and plumbers and electricians have put in most of the pipe runs and busducts. Installation 
of telephone equipment is scheduled to start in July. 


who has been overseas with the Armed 
Forces. Jean Heyen, who recently 
started working in the traffic department, 
is now taking her toll training. . . . Elaine 
Holtzen has moved into an apartment re- 
cently. . . . Several employees attended the 
wedding of Lila Schultz and Dick Day on 
February 16 and the reception following. 

The plant employees attended a 
Safety First meeting at the Court House 
which was sponsored by the Soil Conserva- 


tion. Several films were shown and two 
State patrolmen were in charge of the meet- 
ing. .. . District Wire Chief Wilson con- 


ducted a Safety First meeting in the Heb- 
ron office. A demonstration was given 
showing the new method of artificial res- 
Ppiration. 


Superior Area 


Donna J. Henriksen, Correspondent 


Barbara Reed and Kathryn Oltman are 
new local students with Olga Andersen, in- 
structress. Betty Jensen and Norma 
Williams have joined us as part time oper- 
ators until school is out. Welcome, girls! 
. .. Wanda Thompson is all smiles. Her 
husband is on leave from the Army. Some- 
thing tells us long distance calls between 
Superior and Alaska may be on the increase 


when Bill reports back to duty. . . . Every- 
one is glad to see Mrs. Dunn back to work 
and enjoying good health again. ... The 


traffic employees are again enjoying choco- 
lates but are more grateful for the kind 
words of appreciation that accompanied 
them. 

Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Anyone planning to redecorate—just call 
on R. H. Hunzeker, R. H. Culver and D. D. 
Firme. ‘They did a little redecorating in 
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the company office basement with some 
pretty flashy colors. 


York Area 
Marlyce Widga, Correspondent 


With Leap Year here, we have heard 
wedding bells ringing for Betty Blase who 
became the bride of Leland Anderson on 
February 27th. . . . Congratulations are in 
order as Gloria Berger and Valentine’s Day 
brought forth another one of those spark- 
lers, better known as diamonds or engage- 
ment rings. Tales are told that the lucky 
man is also an employee of the Telephone 
Company at Stromsburg, her home town. 
... Mrs. Alex Pauley was hostess to a 
Pink and Blue Shower tendered Mrs. Duane 
Grove with Plant Department employees’ 
wives and Mrs. Pflughaupt in attendance. 
On this same date, Duane was host to the 
fellows of the Plant Department at a card 
party. Bits of fatherly advice were bestowed 
upon the about-to-be father from the more 
experienced group... . Chuck Salisbury has 
arrived home from his second visit to the 
hospital in Lincoln. It is hoped that this 
is his final visit and that he will soon 
resume his duties with the Company... 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Gee have moved into 
their new home located at 920 Nebraska 
Avenue. Artie’s main desire attained is 
that she can now shout at the top of her 
voice if she pleases... . Although the Tele- 
phone Company bowling team did not “win, 
place or show” in the Ladies’ City tourna- 
ment, two of its members, Rowena Light 
and Marlyce Widga, came in second in the 
Women’s Doubles. ... Another party was 
held in the Company basement on February 
4, celebrating the birthday of Marlyce Wid- 
ga. The menu included birthday cake and 
coffee. 
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SEVERAL CRETE HOUSEWIVES ANSWERED THEIR 
TELEPHONES ONE DAY LAST MONTH Jo HEAR A 
MAN'S VOICE PROCLAIMING THAT THE TELEPHONE, 
COMPANY WAS ABOUT 10 BLAST ITS LINES FREE 
OF DIRT. “PLUG UP THE MOUTHPIECE AND EAR- 
PlECE™ IT SAID, “IF YOU DONT WANT DIRT 
BLOWN INTO YOUR HOME!" SOME OF THE 
LADIES HASTENED To COMPLY . 
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SOME. OF HER SUNDAY FINER¥ ONE MORNING, REMEMBERED ALU HER DRWING 
NOT KNOWING THAT HER PET CAT WAS HIDDEN Sta INSTRUCTIONS AS SHE PREPARED ‘To PULL 
INSIDE. BOTH CAT AND GARMENTS WERE MUCH bss kes AWAY FROM THE CURB, SHE GAVE “TH 
THE WORSE FORTHE EXPERIENCE WHEN ENA ad lp PROPER SIGNAL, LOOKED CAREFULL 

Pe AND oe Hee ON THE ACCELERATOR. eres 
raat OTHE BOOK THE CAR SHOULD HAYE BACKED INTo THE SIREET. 
me ( SATURDAY ? - DID You INSTEAD, IT LEAPT THE CURB AND ORE OFF THE PARKING 
snes SAY SAtuposy 2 METER |N FRONT OF HER. MARLENE THINKS THE BOOK 
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IS WRONG- SOMEWHERE. 


NAW-ir WAS WER THIS GUY WRITHES § 
Dee 74 SME RING | BETTER THAN ANY - 
N24 MORE POTENT |. gopy | EvER 
) a 
VERA SWEELSER  FAIRBURY, CAME TO LWORK WITH A = 
NEW HAT WHICH SHE LAID CAREFULLY ON THE SHELF 
AS SHE ADJUSTED HER HEADSET. GLANCING UP FOR | . a 
fl LAST FOND LOOK AT IT BEFORE TAKING HER POSITION | Faan , weit, 
FEN Co tite Oe IEE PELTON Ge THM 3 “mat 
| OR Vi 
GOING OUT THE DOOR WEARING THe HAT. . vera || EUNICE NE, (3 ACCOUNTING, AROSE AT HER 
GAVE CHASE AND CAUGHTTHE ERRING CHIEF A AND WAS of Gi +) DRESSED FOR WoRK 
BLOCK AWAY - AND T0 THIS DAY 15 NOT CONVINCED ER WAY OUT THE DOOR To RUN 
HAT VIOLA HAD MADE ONLY AN HONEST MISTAKE . FORTHE BUS WHEN ONE OF THE FAMILY 
CALLED AFTER HER , ASKING WHERE SHE. 


WAS GOING 50 EARLY ON SATURDAY MORNING 


MARY POHLENZ, GENERAL TRAFFIC , ENROLLED IN A COOKING 
SCHOOL AND, IN DUE TIME, GRADUATED WITH HIGH HONORS 

«+ « «CUM LAUDE, AS A MATIER OF FACT. .IN PREPARING HER 
FIRST SUNDAY MEAL AFTER RECEIVING HER DIPLOMA, SHE CONCOCTED 


WELL, WHATDOYOUKNOW | ae A DISH OF CREAMED FOWL AND, ON EATING IT, BOTH SHE AND HER 
IT LOOKS LIKE MY ay \GEE,/ LOVE HUSBAND WERE TAKEN VIOLENTLY ILL, 
LUCKY DAY . MABEL VOLPP, fas 
LINCOLN TeAFFIC, . , 
| SKIPPED HER RELIEF IM SORRY, DALE, J 
= Tee CHLIGE e GUESS | JUST KINDA 
UNTIL Time To FORGOT 10 REMEMBER 
: THINK . 
i ADJOURN FOR To AH 
THE DAY. 


HOW CAN I Do ANYTHING 
WrTHovT MY PURSE 


IRENE COMBS TRAVELING CHIEF, 
DIDNT KNOW How DEPENDENT tHe 
LADIES ARE UPON THE CONTENTS OF 
THEIR HANDBAGS UNTIL THE SAD 
DAY WHEN SHE RUSHED INTO THE 


ERRITORY, LEAVING HER PURSE LYING 
ONHER DESK BACK IN LINCOLN: 


. . SHE 

FiSHED IT OUT OF ITS IC¥ BED WITH CHILLED FINGERS 
ONLY TO FIND THAT IT WAS A PIECE OF CHILD'S 

| PLAY MONEY. 
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Company, and chairman of the board, passed away 
quietly and unexpectedly on April 1, following a heart 
attack. He was 84 and next year would have celebrated 
his 50th anniversary of service with the Company. He was 
stricken while at the polls to vote in the primary election 
and died shortly after reaching Lincoln General Hospital. 


His sudden death came as a profound shock to the 
men and women of the organization that he headed for so 
many years, especially so because it followed by only two 
days the passing of Vice-President Hiland H. Wheeler. It 
is thought that the death of Mr. Wheeler contributed to 
that of Mr. Woods. 


Active and apparently in vigorous health until the last, 
Mr. Woods had devoted much time, energy and money in 
promoting the bi-partisan write-in campaign leading up to 
the Nebraska primary. Again and again, with the strong 
will and personal drive that was so typical of him, he had 
expressed a determination that the voters should have the 
fullest opportunity to express themselves in democratic 
fashion. 

He himself was a staunch supporter of General Eisen- 
hower and, ironically. the fatal heart attack came minutes 
before he would have been able to cast the ballot that 
would have meant so much to him. 


Mr. Woods’ death brings to a close a long and brilliant 


-areer which earned him national reputation as a leader in 


RANK H. WOODS, founder and first president of our 


A 

GREAT 
MAN OF 
HIS TIME 
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finance and industry. In addition to his telephone interests 
he had a substantial part in the direction of several major 
enterprises outside of the telephone operating field. Included 
in these were the Automatic Electric Company, the Sahara 
Coal Company and the Addressograph-Multigraph Corpora: 
tion. He was a director of the Harris Trust and Savings 


Bank of Chicago and many other corporations. 


He was the principal organizer of our Company in 1903 
when he was elected president and in spite of fierce and 
bitter competition from powerful Bell interests piloted the 
youthful organization through to its established position 
by virtue of his genius as an organizer and financier. 


Among the first to recognize the potentialities and 
superiority of operation of the “automatic” telephone, he 
instituted Lincoln’s dial system during the first year of 
operations in spite of doubt and ridicule from other indus- 
try leaders, both Bell and Independent. His judgment, as 
in so many other cases, proved sound and today the trend 
toward dial service, both local and long distance, is universal. 


But probably the most outstanding accomplishment of 
Mr. Woods’ distinguished career was the part he played in 
the nation-wide struggle between the Bell and Independent 
telephone companies. In 1911, while he was serving as 
president of the newly formed National Telephone Associa- 
tion, numerous Independent telephone companies, operating 
exchanges in the United States, were engaged in bitter 
warfare with the Bell interests. This competition threatened 
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to plunge the whole telephone industry into chaos and bank- 
ruptcy. A committee of seven, of which Frank H. Woods 
was chairman, was appointed by the Independent associa- 
tion to negotiate with a committee representing the Bell 
organizations. 


After seven months of continuous negotiation, a plan 
was worked out for the elimination of competing exchanges 
in the various cities and towns and for the furnishing of 
national toll service to all exchanges. The adoption of this 
plan provided unified, consolidated telephone service for 
the whole United States and resulted both in marked im- 
provement in service to the public and in establishing the 
industry on a sound financial basis. 


Mr. Woods had much to do with other advancements 
in the industry. 


He was intensely proud of the part the Independent 
companies had played in bringing telephone service to 
smaller communities and rural areas. Both in his own 
company and in the national association he advocated the 
extension of such service. 


He did much to bring about the establishment of com- 
missions to regulate utility rates and service. 


He advocated and adopted one of the first pension 
plans for employees put into effect in Nebraska. 


Mr. Woods always took a keen interest in the civic 
and religious life of his community. He was head of the 
finance committee that raised the initial funds to build the 
First Plymouth Congregational church at Lincoln and he 
served as trustee for the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W.C. A., giving 
much assistance to their building programs. He was a past 
president of the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, a member 
of the City Park Advisory Board and as head of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska Alumni Association helped place the 
University Foundation, of which he was a trustee, on a 
sound financial basis. 


He was a member of the University Club, Beta Theta 
Pi fraternity, a life member of the Lincoln Country Club, a 
50 year member of Lincoln Lodge No. 80, B.P.O. Elks, and 
a member of many other organizations. 


Four times in recent years he was signally honored with 
awards in recognition of his contributions to community life. 


In June, 1944, the University of Nebraska Alumni 
Association presented him with a distinguished service gold 
medal accompanied by a citation that described him as an 
“illustrious organizer, executive, banker, industrialist, admin- 
istrator and benefactor.” 


At the 1945 commencement exercises of the University, 
the degree of honorary ‘Doctor of Laws was bestowed upon 
him for his accomplishments in the field of jurisprudence. 
Accompanying the degree was this citation: “Frank Henry 
Woods, president of The Lincoln Telephone and Telegraph 
Company—a loyal alumnus of the University, distinguished 
lawyer, skillful executive and useful citizen. His resource- 
fulness, imagination, perseverance, and venturesomeness in 
many fields of business while winning great success for 
himself also demonstrated the significant role of the entre- 
preneur in serving the cause of social progress.” . 

He was cited in 1948 by the Ak-Sar-Ben Association 
of Omaha in one of its annual “Good Neighbor” awards 


which set out that it was in recognition of his philanthropic 
activities generally and in particular for his gift of the 
$65,000 Rogers tract to the City of Lincoln as a memorial 
to his parents. 


In November, 1950, Mr. Woods was the recipient of 
the Lincoln Kiwanis Club medal for “distinguished service 
as a lawyer, executive, philanthropist and citizen.” With the 
presentation his name was added to the list of 26 great 
Nebraskans who had received this Distinguished Service 
Award since 1922. 


Another honor close to his heart was that given him 
in 1941 by telephone men and women of Nebraska when 
the state chapter of the Independent Telephone Pioneer 
Association was named for him. The act of itself signifies 
the high esteem as a man and the respect as a leader in which 
he was universally held by men and women in his own 
field of endeavor. 


Mr. Woods was born on a farm in Boone County, 
Illinois, February 1, 1868. In 1883 he moved to Lincoln 
and in spite of far flung business interests in other cities 
he always made Lincoln his home. Since 1918 he had 
resided at 2501 Sheridan Boulevard. He was the son of 
the late Colonel Fred M. Woods, for many years the dean 
of American livestock auctioneers. He was educated at 
the preparatory school then a part of the University of 
Nebraska and received from that institution degrees of 
Bachelor of Literature, Bachelor of Laws and Doctor of 
Laws. He took an active interest in college athletics and as 
a member of the cadet battalion twice won a gold medal 
for proficiency in military tactics. He was a graduate 
student of the law college at Columbia University. 


He was admitted to the bar in Lincoln in 1892 and 
for several years was with the law firm of Harwood, Ames 
and Kelly. Later, from 1904 until 1910, he was a partner 
with the law firm of Frank M. Hall and Roscoe Pound and 
for a number of years after 1919 headed the law firm of 
Woods, Woods, Aitken and Aitken. 


On October 19, 1894, Mr. Woods married Nelle Coch- 
rane and was the father of three sons, Thomas C. of Lincoln, 
president of our Company, and Henry C. and Frank H., Jr., 
of Chicago, Company directors. He is also survived by 
two brothers, Mark and George of Lincoln, Company direc- 
tors who also were active in the Company's organization, 
a sister, Mrs. Helen Haecker of Lincoln, seven gran 
children and four great grandchildren. Mrs. Woods pre- 
ceded him in death in December, 1950. 


The Woods family, and particularly the three sons, 
have asked the News to express their sincere gratitude to 
the employees of the Company for their acts of kindness 
and expressions of sympathy in the family’s bereavement. 


Frank H. Woods, Mr. LT&T as we like to think of 
him, is no longer with us in life. But his spirit remains 
with us and the good that he did will long live after him. 
He was one of the great men of his time. His accomplish: 


ments, his faith in America, his belief in people and his 
and ideals tor 


© 


unswerving devotion to the high purposes 
which he worked and lived will ever serve as gut 
charting the course of the Company he founded and the 
lives of the people who knew him. 
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TRIBUTES TO MR. WOODS 


Many prominent Nebraskans and others of national and 
international fame in business and government sent expres- 
sions of sympathy, admiration and respect. These are ex- 


cerpts from some of them: 


“In the death of Frank H. Woods the 
city of Lincoln and the state of Nebraska 
have lost a fine man, a public-spirited citi- 
zen and a distinguished gentleman. His 
place will not be filled. His passing is 
Sreatly mourned by all of his acquaintances 
and friends and by all who knew him.” 


“In Mr. Woods’ passing, the state and 
nation has lost one of its foremost citizens. 
He was a leader of men, with judgment 
which few men possess, and with standards 
of the highest integrity. He made a great 
personal contribution to the many activi- 
ties in which he was engaged and was 
generous in his support of civic affairs in 
his own community and nationally. I regard 
him as one of the truly great men of his 
time.” 


“Mr. Woods has been an outstanding 
citizen of this community and of Nebraska, 
and a man of considerable stature in 
national business affairs. Few have been 
so generous in returning to the city such 
a sizable portion of the worldly goods 
they accumulated through their business 
careers.” 


“For more than forty years I was asso- 
ciated with Frank H. Woods. He was aman 
of unusually sound judgment in all matters. 
In spite of the fact that he had become a 
tremendous success, he was a man who 
never became proud of that fact. He had a 
Sreat heart. He was a great philanthropist 
and in my opinion was one of the greatest 
citizens Nebraska ever had.” 


“Here I believe is the key to his character 
and greatness: He believed in people. He 
believed in his country and believed its 
Sreatest need today is the need of a spiritual 
awakening. He was an outstanding citizen; 
an industrial and financial genius; a great 
philanthropist; a builder of the state and 
of great enterprises; a sincere, friendly and 
kind man; a good neighbor, husband and 
father; a loyal churchman; an unfaltering 
optimist; a man of deep and abiding faith 
in God and in his fellowmen; a Christian 
Sentleman.” 


“Mr. Woods was a great man, great in 
his business genius, great in his edifying 
personal life, great in his patriotism, great 
in his noble character, and great in his 
generosity to others. Be assured that his 
memory and the privilege of having known 
him and acquired his confidence and good 
will is one of the most cherished posses- 
sions of my lifetime.” 


“This country has had many industrial 
leaders who accomplished great things, but 
Mr. Woods’ qualities and abilities were 
outstanding in any such group. He had 
Sreat courage when others faltered. He 
always insisted on absolute fairness, re- 
pudiating absolutely any opportunity to 
make harsh bargains because of his power 
to do so if he wished. It is seldom indeed 
that there is combined in one person the 
highest qualities of vigorous, resourceful 
partisanship necessary for a great leader 
with the best qualities of judicial judgment, 
and also the kindly attributes of a ChAris- 
tian gentleman. Mr. Woods had all of 
these qualities in perfect blend.” 


Heart Attack — 
Is Fatal To 
H. H. Wheeler 


ILAND H. “HI” WHEELER, vice-president, died sud- 

denly of a heart attack at Fremont on March 30 while 
he was participating in a blue rock shoot competition of 
the Isaac Walton Gun Club. He was accompanied by Dr. 
Harry Flansburg who attended him at once but death 
came shortly after the attack. He was 62. 


A Lincoln editorial described him as a “perfectionist 
in everything that he did.” And thus he was to the last, 
even in his favorite sport. He had registered a perfect 
score in the 50 target, 16 yard event and had broken 34 
straight in the handicap shoot that followed when he 
suffered the fatal attack. 


Mr. Wheeler had been Company vice-president since 
April 15, 1949. He entered public utility work after his 
graduation from the University of Nebraska in 1909 when 
he was employed by the Burlington Railroad. His ambition 
at that time was to become a dirt moving contractor and 
his job with the railroad placed him in construction and 
maintenance engineering work where he could secure expert- 
ence in his chosen field. He later worked for the Milwaukee 
Electric Railway and Light Company for two years and 
then returned to Lincoln in 1914. 


At that time the LT&T Company had recently expanded 
from a_ single exchange at Lincoln to a system serving 
exchanges in 22 counties of the state and Mr. Wheeler was 
offered a job here to help establish a system of plant records 
and drawings. He accepted with the understanding that 
the work would be temporary and that he would be free 
to leave in six weeks. He did this with plans in mind of 
returning to his former outdoor work in the field of heavy 
construction. 


But an incident occurred then that changed the entire 
course of his career. L. E. Hurtz, then general manager, 
asked him one day where the Company’s telephone system 
had polepair phantoms. Mr. Wheeler didn’t know and said 
so. But he said he would find out and his study decided 
him that the telephone business was interesting and that he 
wanted to know more about it. 


For the next four years he devoted most of his evenings 
and Sundays (besides six nine-hour work days each week) 
in gaining a working knowledge of the business by reading 
technical books and articles. His efforts began to produce 
results in 1917 when he was made plant engineer and when 
the general engineering department was formed six years 
later, Mr. Wheeler was named chief engineer, the position 
he retained until he became vice-president. 


Mr. Wheeler was born in Lincoln and was the son 
of pioneer ancestors. His grandfather was the state’s first 
chief justice and his father was compiler of statutes and 
clerk of the Supreme Court. 


He was a member of the Frank H. Woods chapter of 
the Independent Telephone Pioneer Association and was 
a member of the board of directors of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association. 


He also was first vice-president of the Lincoln Cham- 
ber of Commerce and a former director of that organization 
and was a trustee of the University of Nebraska Foundation. 
He was a member of Lincoln Lodge No. 80, B.P.O. Elks, 
the University Club, Delta Tau Delta fraternity and the 
Unitarian Church. 

Prominent in Masonic circles, he was a past potentate 
of Sesostris Shrine temple, a thirty-third degree Scottish 
Rite Mason and a member of Lancaster Lodge No. 54, 


A. F. & A. M. 


He is survived by a sister, Mrs. S. S. Casady ot 
Des Moines. 
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Walter F. Roberts Is 


New Personnel Director 


OU will probably be seeing a lot of 
this man from now on. He is 
Walter F. Roberts who has been ap- 
pointed personnel director, succeeding 
Guy O. Seaton who plans to retire in 
July. Mr. Seaton is continuing in the 
department until that time to help Mr. 
Roberts get acquainted with people in 
the Company and become familiar with 
his new duties. 


Mr. Roberts comes to us from the 
Nebraska State Railway Commission 
of which he has been a member since 
1946. He graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in 1919 and then served 
as county agricultural extension agent 
for Washington and Saunders counties. 
Later he was engaged in insurance, real 
estate and farm loan business at Wahoo. 
He is a veteran of World War I and 
is a past state commander of the Amer- 
ican Legion. During the last war he 
was state civilian defense director and 
from 1943 to 1946 served as _ state 
executive director of the United War 
Fund of Nebraska. 


Laura Sires Retires 
AURA L. SIRES retired on pension 


on March 4 after 32 years of service 
with the Company, all of which were 
spent in the Accounting Department. 


She was employed as a bookkeeper 
in 1920 and later was a sub-accounts 
clerk and accounts clerk. In 1942 she 
became a machine operator in the toll 
billing department and held that posi- 


tion at the time of her retirement. 


Utterson Recovering Nicely 
After Fall From Pole 


E ARE very happy to report that 

Don W. Utterson, lineman in the 
Construction Department, is back at 
work in the shop and making ‘good 
progress toward recovery following an 
injury March 12 when he fell from a 
25 foot pole at Mead. 


The accident occurred as he was 
spinning cable and removing cable 
rings. He was standing on the side of 
the pole with his safety belt in place 
and was reaching out to remove a 
spinner clamp when his climbers broke 
out of the pole. The ZMA pole was 
hard and smooth and he fell about 20 
feet to the ground with the belt sliding 
down the pole with him. He landed 
on his back and fractured a vertebra. 


Following the accident he was rushed 
to a hospital at Wahoo for examination 
and treatment. He spent several days 
at the hospital in a cast before return- 
ing home to convalesce. As we go to 
press we learn that he came back to 
the job in the shop where he will work 
until he is able to resume his regular 
duties. 


Doris Kramer of the Lincoln Traffic De- 
partment and Richard Hardt were united in 
marriage at St. Mary’s Cathedral on Feb- 
ruary 16. 


The marriage of Betty Blase of the York 
Traffic Department and Leland Anderson 
was solemnized on February 27. 


Irene Knipfel and Duane Utecht were mar- 
ried on February 24 in Hastings. Mrs. 
Utecht is a member of the Hastings Traffic 
Department. 


The marriage of Charlene Hoover of the 
Fairbury Traffic Department and Robert 
Melander took place on February 25 at the 
Fairbury Methodist Church. 


Wanda Remmers, chief operator at Te- 
cumseh, became the bride of Roy Carman on 
March 9 in the Grace Lutheran Church in 
Cook, Nebraska. Mrs. Carman has resigned 
and the couple will reside in Auburn. 


On March 29, Eunice Zehr of the Lincoln 
Accounting Department changed her name 
to Mrs. Norris Sintek. The ceremony took 
place in Fremont. 


~-oafif 6 }jeo~ 


Georgia Tartsch Dies 
EORGIA TARTSCH, cashier for 


many years at Plattsmouth, died at 
her home there on March 20 at the 
age of 67, after an extended illness. 
She was a native of 
Plattsmouth and 
had lived there all 
her life. 

Mrs. Tartsch be- 
gan her work with 
the Company in 
1916 as an operator 
at Plattsmouth. In 
1919 she transferred 
to the Commercial 
Department as a 
clerk and became cashier in 1926. She 
continued in this position until her re- 
tirement on pension in 1950. During 
the year before her retirement her 
health would not permit her to carry 
on her work and she was on sickness 
disability leave. 

Georgia was a charter member of 
the Frank H. Woods chapter of the 
Independent Telephone Pioneer Asso- 
ciation and was a member of the chap- 
ter’s social committee and membership 
committee. She was a member of the 
Eastern Star at Plattsmouth and funeral 
services were conducted by that or- 
ganization. 

She is survived by her husband, 
George, and a sister. 


Georgia Tartsch 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
March: 

Primary members: Lucile Schmersal, Lin- 
coln Traffic, $216.00; Emma Ebbeka, Geneva 
Traffic, $109.65; Vernita Voree, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, $205.00; Harold Brady, Lincoln Account- 
ing, $10.00; Bernice Bishop, Lincoln Traffic, 
$18.00; Oscar Lewis, Lincoln Supply, $126.80; 
J. C. Gear, Fairbury Plant, $50.00; C. A. Van 
Lund, Lincoln Service, $325.00; Eva Davis, 
Weeping Water Commercial, $31.00; J. T. May, 
Lincoln Service, $10.00; F. J. Bettenhausen, 
Lincoln Treasurer’s Office, $7.50; G. P. Bar- 
ney, General Plant, $15.00; LaVetta F. Dunn, 
Superior Traffic, $201.00; Donna B. Johnston, 
Superior Traffic, $221.00; W. L. Eckles, Nelson 
Pensioner, $52.00; Virginia Stoner, Lincoln 
Traffic, $10.00; M. H. Metcalf, Lincoln Service, 
$5.00; R. M. Green, Lincoln Service, $185.00; 
A. G. Behm, Lincoln Construction, $64.00; 
R. E. Wohlberg, Lincoln Engineering, $38.00; 
G. M. Albury, Lincoln Service, $35.00; K. J. 
Boshart, General Commercial, $15.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. H. W. Spahnle, Lincoln, 
$11.25; David Zimmerman, Lincoln, $44.03; 
Mrs. A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln, $54.19; Mrs. R. J. 
Donaldson, Lincoln, $86.63; Mrs. H. M. Miller, 
Lincoln, $26.25; Randy Gilmore, Lincoln, 
$57.00; Mrs. J. D. Lewis, Lincoln, $26.25; Rich- 
ard J. Hart, Lincoln, $45.00; Mrs. J. C. Gear, 
Fairbury, $2.25; Joyce Carter, Lincoln, $159.75. 
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Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Title Changes 


Commercial 


Phyllis Jacobsen, clerk to service repre- 
sentative, Lincoln. 


Plant 


J. B. Howat, splicer’s helper, western dis- 
trict plant to Hastings construction. 

Frederick L. McCormick, splicer to com- 
binationman, Hastings. 

Alex Pauley, combinationman to switch- 
boardman, York. 

Leon L. Rezny, groundman to combination- 
man, Wilber. 

Orlin D. Watley, frameman to routineman, 
COE, Lincoln. 

Traffic 

Dorothy L. Gillispie, operator, Auburn to 
Hastings. 

Shirley M. Neelsen, operator, Hastings to 
Lincoln. 
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EXECUTIVE ORGANIZATION 
CHANGES 


As we go to press, announcement is made 
of the election of Merle M. Hale, formerly 
general commercial superintendent, as vice 
president in charge of operations, and the 
appointment of Kenneth L. Lawson as gen- 
eral commercial superintendent. Mr. Hale 
was also elected a member of the Board of 
Directors and a member of the Board's 
executive committee. Philip M. Aitken was 
elected a member of the Board and H. W. 
Potter a member of the executive com- 
mittee. President Thomas C. Woods an- 
nounced the appointments following a meet- 
ing of the Board of Directors on April 16. 
Stories will appear in the May issue. 
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A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Name Position Exchang? Date Employed 
Commercial 
Phyllis: Prati ac: 2 5s esha StOnOe ra Phen shot enuencunis PAN COMI 5 ooccacesnensvteanyatzvarse March 5 
Plant 
Di. Mi. Bo liatiec eas 2scclssole. SPOUNNMAN caiccdnee tin ELD) TAS Cs Ee SR ORT ee ee March 3 
Ro OO os |. Beene One eee | Ee [9s Cee Ree NUT OOD AREER oe EARCG Ices Se oa March 12 
IPR <9 =, enn nom eee ee [Fran 1c cae een ae a eer PISECS ML OUCR vst devcvien February 25 
| se ©, 5 1: Ree rnc re SPOUNG MBM cccnccsccascncci ureter DCO soecesscet sci enceeceeens March 10 
Pig ie TAS ee eee: Installers Helper, COE......... Bt osteo) |: eee an March 4 
C. E. Keenan..........222..02---02-e0- TOPO ode Sees cecuasnahenecrensencas ts eo 921: See March 10 
Frances Mortorff.................... Service Pertti cee LR Tr 0c) See nena ee RN one March 3 
Pe Pc: WW CSS EL cco ess Eee la cs aaeeeanets et SSON eNERE er eenen OomCUeR 1B io os |bc Meaney Seer ae nD March 10 
Traffic 

Marte. .M. Bashiis:.:.22..22) sete Fo 6:10) aan are PIgttsmOtbhs Cocca nace March 10 
Prelen: L.: Bronners....csdecd Opera Ecce cciencrenunnionetes 1 bp 31k « Ree eer March 17 
Ardith A. Hammond............. peratet:.catin. 26s nS testo mede PARC ace eerie March 17 
Helen C. Hedden.................. B01 5c 0) Sen re ate Toe mo CP NRE SENEVG onesocinmceaies February 25 
Kathleen M. Hodges............- Bolo: 52, oe eee a any me 16) Loi |) ee eee a March 10 
Donna M. Jacobson............... CSPOT ALOT acicass ves csnandncarruanwigen Sg 1: (eV ees eee ee March 5 
June M. Jensen....................-- os co) ae ne RAR CG cxccitocesvinnn yt February 25 
Gladyce J. Kozisek................- Gil 1¢:1 1s) ee ene mneeReee 17-13 (oly @) | Seana ean eras March 10 
Betty Li Lad Wig siedcccak scans, ADORE AGOT panieyssisveedsenanscn seaman: David Cie checasennc: March 10 
Norma J. Lari Derticssiccsseccere OD CLARO arsecaccacaeencentee EG COIG cassaheneciAvatnnomcirandon March 5 
Jean Fis PALE OR sv csivmnicnesabcee Bo 1 a5 cane Ree EDT 1 bv fave 9 2 Caen ee ne ee Oe March 10 
Charlene Rutt:.....0.<.2..2240 a cl 1) ACRE ene ee a OP NCD goats es caterer a alalicane, March 10 
Dorothy J. Schaller: ...02:.2.. APO TAtO ic tececscavnorceteepee iets ONC N Os tse sakes February 22 
Ruth I. Shew-1...---..2--..c-cccee ss PETAR cuscsesiienncaceeeieceever A RCOMISEU hss ecantersenase: March 10 
Betty: J. Simmon'e32 POPE LO fieu sctsccinconadsnanedeessc ON POHIOT caswcstdisna is cedecdaks March 10 
Marilyn. Skaritt..cccccpcco0.-nces.-2s (OPSPACOK Aavcesccismeineegaweases PADRE Gpasnieshattadtpsuiierp elon. March 10 
Evelyn G. Snyder.................. DESEO osc sad caw ccneneesecndsaeks F051 510! os Cee an enon ener March 10 
Joan Ma Sp Carin decnensccssmnans COMO TEEGY who scp cee cda BEGET CC yieieccacigt nad sapeteeade March 3 
Florine V. Stetina................... COC RHEOT cc teen asi COUN stinadeninnsessctaaiviasnts February 25 
Shirley: Py OtOCk cen eiats 3 CG PAC OR oaiiicianoeeatenaneusadeienes Fa 1b |i ¢ eae aaa ene March 17 
Barbara L. Taylor...c.....2...0:... CDC B GO an sanesncitdncunennadcanteneouaet DSC OUD piper deseicee cetpencads March 10 
Donna M. Waggonert............ OVS a Gi acca cecenles ct pa es DCO oe sea esas cacti March 4 
Rosalie D. Witkowski............ COP RTAEOT cage dope is savcecomndtaasiinalens RCAC Cis vnc ore danagin March 3 


JOURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Herbert E. Jenkins passed away 
March 10 in Lincoln. Funeral services were 
held March 14 with burial in Fairview ceme- 
tery. Mr. Jenkins is a former member of 
the Lincoln Service Department and now on 
pension. 


Randy Steven Gilmore, six months old son 
of Donald Gilmore and grandson of Dell Gil- 
more, both employees of the Lincoln Service 
Department, died March 26. Funeral serv- 
ices were held on March 29 in Lincoln. 


Luena Catherine Neff, mother of Lyman 
Neff, building custodian at Lincoln, passed 
away March 31. Funeral services were held 
April 2, with burial at Ruby, Nebraska. 


Thomas Whittaker, father of Norma Jean 
Rutan, cashier at Beatrice, passed away April 
6. Funeral services were held at Wymore on 
April 8, with burial at Blue Springs. 
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BLESSED 
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Mr. and Mrs. Duane Grove are the parents 
of a baby girl, Terri Lynn, born February 29. 
The little Miss was York's only Leap Year 
baby. Papa Duane is a member of the York 
Plant Department. 


It’s another boy for Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Keogh. The naw baby arrived March 2 and 
has been named Timothy. Jack is with the 
Construction Department at Hastings. 


Mr. and Mrs. Merle Heath are the parents 
of a daughter, Debbra Fern, born March 8. 
Merle is a member of the Construction De- 
partment working out of Hastings. 

Laurie Lee, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
D. D. Smith, was born March 31. Mr. Smith 
is an employee in the Lincoln Service De- 
partment. 
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“Employee hoslesses claimed NitNoods at lunch during” 
oe LTaT's 45% Anniversary family reception ~~ 1948. 
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Pip rene 


For nearly half a century these brothers, Mark,George and FrankWoods 
| were members together on L1¢1’s Boatd of Directors and were closely 
associated in many other undertakings. This photograph dales back’ 
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| Wedding picture. Frank Woods, at At the time of his election to 
26, was practicing law in Lincoln presidency of National Assoc- 
in October 1894. lation , December, 1909. 
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Marie Jackson pied ie 45-year rand Ms Moods uielly observed 
_ Setvicé emblemonFilWoods in 1942 ——>_ their. golden wedding anniversary at 
resident TC Woods stands at left. home in October 1944. 
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From 1913 to 1952 the same roll op desk occupied the same spot 
in Mr.\Woods corner office . This picture was taken in 1941. 
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Hunt ith John Coolidge son of the President in the back 
Asa world traveler rood? a6: te rds eyed 
Chiang Kai-shek, and dined with royalty in Engiand 
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; In 1948, Mr.Woods was awarded the AiSar-Ben | The Kiwanis Club medal for distinguished 
“Good Neighbor citation. .W.D.Lane, Omaha, King service was presented to Nir. Woods In 1950 
of AkSar-ben, presented the certificate... by Merle M.Hale , club president, 
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At the o5th Anniversary ceremonies 
in 1929, Mt. Woods was presented 
with a bronze plaque bearing a 


i a . 3 An honorary Doctorate of Laws was conferred upon Me. Woods bi Universit | 
Sculptured likeness cast by the FS ee of Nebraska in (945 with Dr. Raymond J. Pool, left and Chancellor S Bouchet 
rig a ae ie yas a tib- | aaa QB. conducting the Ceremonies. 
TT ule, trom employees. ‘AG sLinerateridadl At right: Mi. Woods received much pleasure in his association with e 
in 1927 Mr Woods spoke af an Gone prepares trismpact enerad Gale se tk wltet hag gous. lerecenlveieriaiedheChsings cers and te Sauare dance 
topen house” observing the addition illinois in the ‘twenties club nhis home. The last formal picture of Mr.WVoods shows him as 
of the, 4 floor fo the Lincoln general ‘ host fo the square dancers on January 25, 1952. ; 
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L. P. Young 
Lincoln 
45 Years 


E. J. Eichenour 
Lincoln 
35 Years 


T. M. Ray 
Beatrice 
25 Years 


aD |.’ i 
J. A. Schellenberg 


Lincoln 
15 Years 


Lillian K. Bader 


Nebraska City 
35 Years 


W. 


P. Shuck 


Lincoln 


35 Years 


Rex R. Winders 
Lincoln 
25 Years 
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Thayer E. Cotner 
Platitsmouth 
10 Years 


Forty-Five Years 
L. P. Young, Lincoln. 


Forty-Three Years 
C. C. Donley, Lincoln. 


Forty-I[wo Years 
C. W. Keester, H. M. Zimmerman, Lin- 


coln. 
Forty-One Years 
F. M. Strasser, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
Merlie Markuson, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 


Lillian K. Bader, Nebraska City; E. J. 
Eichenour, W. P. Shuck, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
C. J. Crew, Geneva. 


Thirty-Three Years 
Stella M. Clark, Auburn; C. H. Pierce, 


Lincoln. 
Thirty-Two Years 


Grace A. Hauschild, A. C. King, Alice A. 
Kyckelhahn, Lincoln; Eva T. Stutz, Hebron. 


Thirty-One Years 
John J. Brockmeyer, Beatrice. 


Thirty Years 
Hazel M. Hagenbuck, Wahoo. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
A. K. Robison, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
M. D. Chamberlain, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Ruth E. Goslin, Lincoln; J. G. WanNord- 


heim, Hastings. 


Twenty-Six Years 
Sterling G. Nelson, Auburn. 


Twenty-Five Years 
E. M. Massie, Friend; E. T. Little, Auburn; 


G. L. Burt 
Lincoln 
10 Years 
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T. M. Ray, 


Lincoln. 


Beatrice; Rex R. Winders, 


Twenty-Four Years 
H. T. Drake, Tecumseh; Beata M. Merz, | 
Seward; I. D. Livingston, Nebraska City. | 
Twenty-Three Years 


M. W. Franklin, V. B. Hutchison, Dar- | 
lene Multer, Lincoln; Minnie A. Schlitt, | 


Hastings. 
Twenty-One Years 
Harold Brady, Lincoln; Mary T. Jackson, ? 
Fairbury; Mable E. Wieting, Beatrice. + 


Twenty Years 


Howard Spahnle, Lincoln. 
(Continued on Next Page) 


E. M. Massie 
Friend 
25 Years 


E. T. Little 
Auburn 
25 Years 


Mildred E. Hughes 
Lincoln 
15 Years 


Howard Spahnle 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


R. C. Humiston 
Weeping Water 
10 Years 


Viola C. Dunn 
Fairbury 
10 Years 
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Eastern District 


Betty Miles, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 
Spring is just around the corner and Easter 
Bonnets are the only topic one hears when 
a bunch of girls get in a huddle. . . . Irene 
Swan was home a few days with the flu. 
. . . With vacation schedules made up, 
everyone is now wondering where to go and 
what to do. . . . Several girls went to 
Hastings to try out the roller skating rink. 
Nebraska City Area 


Vera Orton, Correspondent 
All this snow and bad weather is bound 
to bring something. Those on the sick list 
this month were Lillian Bader, Kathryn 
Owens, Edna Komma and Elaine Garreans, 
all of the Traffic Department, and Ethyl 
Armstrong and Mary Emshoff in the Com- 


SERVICE BIRTHDAYS 
(Continued from Page 10) 


Eighteen Years 


A. J. Cox, Lincoln; G. L. Oglesby, Wy- 
more; T. W. Ryan, Tecumseh. 


Seventeen Years 
Josephine Placek, Nebraska City. 
Fifteen Years 


Mildred E. Hughes, J. A. Schellenberg, 
Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 


R. E. Grant, B. M. Wedgwood, Lincoln. 
Ten Years 


G. L. Burt, D. C. Rutledge, Lincoln; 
Thayer E. Cotner, Plattsmouth; Viola C. 
Dunn, Fairbury; R. C. Humiston, Weeping 
Water. 


Nine Years 
Elizabeth Kroeger, Lincoln. 


Eight Years 
Virginia A. Baker, Fairmont; Emma M. 
Ebbeka, Geneva; P. V. Eckles, Edgar; Mary 
Tice, Lincoln. 
Seven Years 
Avis J. Collar, Pawnee City; Stella S. 
Sowers, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
C. A. Delett, J. E. Findley, Lincoln; 
Arlene M. Hunsche, Ceresco; Elva E. Puckett, 
Norma J. Rutan, Beatrice; D. R. Swanson, 
Military Leave. 
Five Years 
Virginia J. Robinson, Fairbury. 


mercial Department. . Dorothy Everett 
took an early vacation March 2 to 8, but 
she didn’t get much rest. She was very busy 
moving her family into their new house. 
.. . shirley Gruber represented the Sterner 
Bowling Lanes in the state tournament at 
Grand Island, March 1 and 2. Nice going, 
Shirley. . . . Best wishes for a speedy re- 
covery goes to Carol Ann Denson, daughter 
of Evelyn Denson, who had a tonsillectomy 
March 19. . . Seeing the sights of the 
Telephone Bldg. was a great treat for one 
of the Brownie Troops, March 19. They 
really found it interesting. . . . If you see 
two streaks (one blue and one green) fly 
by you when you are out joy riding one 
of these nice Sunday afternoons, think 
nothing of it. It is just Max Jenkins in his 
new Ford and Ivan Livingston in his new 
Studebaker. Congrats, guys. . . . Con- 
gratulations are also in order for George 
Placek, who is now Grandpa. Mr. and Mrs. 
George Placek, Jr., of San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, are the parents of a baby girl. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Shirley Snyder spent the week end in 
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Nebraska City and weather conditions made 
it a bit difficult to get back to Plattsmouth. 
... Alice Sharpnack spent a day in Lincoln 
visiting her son who is attending Univer- 
sity. ... Mr. and Mrs. Tritsch and Mary 
Phyllis Troop spent a week end in Denver, 
Colo., visiting Bob Tritsch, who is located 
at Lowry Field at this time. Nebraska 
weather made it a bit rough going but 
Colorado was like spring, thus making it a 
very pleasant holiday. . . . Visitors from 
Lincoln were J. A. McKinzie, Joy Dobson 
and Brick Smith. ... Mr. and Mrs. A. M. 
Newens were in the office Monday. They 
attended the funeral of Mrs. Tartsch, a 
former employee when Mr. Newens was 
Area Manager in Plattsmouth. .. . Marvin 
Koch is wearing the most surprised look 
these last few days. He just discovered 
that there is a way to get home besides 
going down the Main St. first. . Betty 
Jacobson of Weeping Water has taken a 
leave of absence and is making an ex- 
tended visit with her sister in Portland, 
Oregon. A farewell party was given for 
her by Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Lane, the 
evening spent in playing games. A gift was 
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The annual joint meeting of the Frank H. Woods and the Casper E. Yost chapters of 
telephone pioneers was held this year at the Paxton Hotel in Omaha during the Nebraska 
telephone convention on March 25. The Yost chapter was host at the luncheon meeting 
which had a capacity attendance. Entertainment was in the form of barbershop quartet 


numbers by an Omaha foursome. 


Officers and committee members in attendance are 


Pictured above. Seated, left to right, are Julia Gross, president, Omaha council; Camilla 
Drage, toastmistress and senior vice president, Yest chapter; and Erma Ellis, secretary, 
Omaha council. Standing, A. B. Gorman and R. C. Reno, members, publicity committee, 
ITPA; R. H. Burfeind, chairman, new members committee, ITPA; L. A. Stacy, president, 
Frank H. Woods chapter; Merle M. Hale, president, Independent Telephone Pioneer Asso- 
ciation; Ernie Bethune, vice president, Omaha council, and Chet Stolinski, luncheon entertain- 
ment chairman. Present at the luncheon but not in the picture was Ray Smith of Chicago, 


chairman, publicity committee, ITPA. 
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presented to Betty at the close of the party 
by the telephone employees. 


Wahoo Area 
Mary Beaty, Correspondent 

Yes, it’s happened again—the Cashier at 
Wahoo is leaving to be married some time 
in the near future and expects to make her 
home in Arkansas for the present. ‘ 
Thirty-one students of the fifth and sixth 
grades, accompanied by their teacher, Mrs. 
Mills, visited our office April 8. ... The 
new three-position toll board is in full 
eperation and getting a good workout... . 
Mrs. Lloyd Hengen, operator with us just 
a few months, is leaving to join her hus- 
band who is in the service in North Carolina. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 


Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


Have you noticed the extra big smile on 
Mr. Sievers’ face since March 5? On that 
day he became “Grandpa” for the first 
time of a brand spanking new baby boy. 

. Mr. and Mrs. Devoe recently spent a 
couple weeks in Pennsylvania visiting their 
son Reid and family. This was their first 
visit since the birth of a new grandson who 
is now four and a half months old.... 
Sally Grant reverted to childhood again— 
she had a case of chicken pox. All fooling 
aside, Sally, we are sorry... . Harold Brady 
was on the sick list also, a victim of the flu. 

. We have several brides-to-be. Pat 
Priest came to work one morning wear- 
ing a beautiful new diamond, Mary Ann 
Wanek will change her name on April 
15, and Janice Rice will hear wedding bells 
in June. Best wishes to all of you... . 
Mary Schaeufele was bridesmaid at her 
sister’s wedding on Saturday, April 5. 

. Several of the Accounting Department 
girls attended a bridal shower held in Mary 
Ann Wanek’s honor recently. Belva Viox 
was one of the hostesses... . Mr. and Mrs. 


Harold Brady, active participants in square 
dancing, recently had the honor of having 
their picture in the local Sunday paper 
along with other dancers. 


Lincoln’s growth in 
telephone population is 
reflected in increased 
activity at its service 
boards. Helping man 
the local test board in 
this picture are, left to 
right: Cecil Semple, 
Bob Chamberlain and 
Les Livingston. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Phyllis Otte, Associate Editor 


Well, Spring is here! At least that’s what 
the calendar says; however, Mother Nature 
has proven again unpredictable. Everyone 
braving the storm had experiences to tell 
but almost all of us were able to get to 
work during our recent blizzard. Lois 
Brauckmuller, however, reported visibility 
zero from their farm home near Waverly. 

. Barb Huston’s husband is seemingly 
in the right profession if the future is as full 
of bent fenders as the past has been. Ted’s 
knowledge of law will be of considerable 
value for their car is on its way back to 
the garage for the third time after another 
mishap on the icy streets—none of these be- 
ing their fault—Ted’s car just happened to 
be around at an inopportune moment... 
Absent from the directory department for 
the next three months will be Bill Quinn 
who is taking plant training with the com- 
pany. ... Again this month we are sorry 
to report much illness in the office—Lois 
Brauckmuller and Jan Benedetto were home 
almost a week recovering from the flu—it’s 
nice to see you both back in good health 
again. . . . Mr. McDowell has come to the 
rescue of two very tired cashiers. Charlene 
Macaluso and Jan Benedetto who are both 
small in stature were having trouble mount- 
ing their cashiers stools, so little platforms 
were installed so they wouldn’t have to 
climb up and down. 


General Commercial Office 


Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


Along with the usual Spring Fever that 
always strikes everyone about this time of 
year, we have had quite a bit of other 
sickness in our office. ... Mr. Gorman 
and Mr. Boshart both battled a siege of 
the flu for a week and Phyllis Frahm, just 
to be different, came down with the measles. 
We have all been speculating about who 
will come down with them next, but so 
far it seems she didn’t pass them around. 

. Mr, Schlentz is anxiously awaiting 


Wauneta Child, left, service assistant at 
Fairbury, is seen in this candid snap, dis- 
cussing a traffic problem with Viola Dunn, 
chief operator. 
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moving into his new apartment which, from 
all reports, sounds very nice. . . . Bernice 
Peckler is very proud of her new little niece 
born this month and has made several trips 
to Clatonia to see her. ... We are happy 
to hear of the rapid progress being made 
by Mr. Schlentz’s mother who underwent 
surgery in Rochester, Minnesota. He drove 
up there to be with her during her hospital- 
ization, and ran into our blizzard on the 
way back. It was very hazardous driving, 
and took almost twice as long to drive back 
as it did to drive up there. ... Mr. Wal- 
roth also got caught in the blizzard while 
returning from Humboldt. Luckily neither 
one had any serious mishaps, but both agree 
they’ve had enough blizzard driving for 
awhile. 


Engineering Department 


B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


In attendance at the telephone conven- 
tion during the past month were Mr. Don- 
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ley and Mr. Henson. . . . That worried look 
being worn by all members of the depart- 
ment is being caused by the “no fishing” 
weather. However, it is rumored that sev- 
eral of the more robust type have already 
tried their luck. So far, nobody has been 
caught bragging, so it must be presumed 
that not even one of those. big three inch 
fish (referred to as a $12 fish by Henson) 
has been caught. From the way some of 
these fellows are acting, the writer feels 
sure that by next month he will be able 
to report that someone has caught a 
“cookin-fish.”’ 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 

As Spring comes into focus the urge for 
building and redecorating becomes more 
imminent. So it seems in the switchroom, 
anyway. ‘The main topic of discussion these 
days is house building. Wayne Berkland’s 
house was finished the first week in March 
and the Berklands are now residing at 4025 
Cleveland. They had a slight catastrophe, 
though, before they ever moved in—a water 
pipe broke and “Berkie” had to bail the 
water out. The basement of Dick 
Bauer’s new house at 52nd and Randolph 
is completed, so it wont be long now... . 
The men will begin digging the basement 
of Gene Schrank’s new home on March 20. 
His new address will be 831 South 45. 
Gene was one of the luckier ones—his Aunt 
deeded the lot over to him... . As for re- 
decorating, our “6” office is now sporting 
a new tile floor. The old part now matches 
the new addition. And in the main office 
the steps got a repaint job. For a couple 
days the fragrance wasn’t that of sweet 
violets, but we now have some bright black 
and yellow steps. . . . Bill Quinn from the 
Commercial Department has been receiving 
special training in our department. He is 
spending a week at each office... .R. M. 
Cleveland is convalescing at home after a 
short stay in the hospital. We hear he’s 
getting along fine. ... A. E. Dulin has re- 
turned to work “just as good as new” after 
his recent illness... . A. B. Smith, now on 
sickness leave, was in to see us recently. 

. Another visitor to our office this month 
was Mrs. R. C. Hawkins and Evelyn... . 
The sick list this month included Magdalen 
Heser, Arlene Swanson, Mr. Walker, Ralph 
Connors and Walt Stewart. We hope that 
will be the end of Old Man Flu for awhile. 

. O. D. Watley has been on vacation 
lately. He spent his time going to school 
and catching up on his studying. What a 
way to spend a glorious thing like a vaca- 
tion! 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 
Kathryn Barnes has a pen of little chick- 
ens in her basement which she has reared 
through their babyhood without losing 
one, so she is justly proud of them—so much 
so, that she’s never, never going to kill the 


‘The bonds William and I bought 


for our country's defense 


helped build a house for us ' 


HOW U. S. SAVINGS BONDS PAID OFF 
FOR MRS. ROSE NYSSE OF BRISTOL, PA. 


““There’s no surer way to have a 
house and garden of ‘your own 


than to save for it through U. S. 
Savings Bonds and the Payroll 


Savings Plan,” says Mrs. Nysse. 


Mrs. Rose Nysse says, “In 1942 I 
joined the Payroll Savings Plan at 
the Sweetheart Soap Co., buying a 
$100 United States Savings Bond 
a month. It’s really the perfect sav- 
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ing method! 


“William and | have saved $8,000 
altogether, just with U. S. Savings 
Bonds. Bonds alone made the $5,000 
down payment on our house and it’s 
bonds that will provide comfort for 
us when we retire.”’ 


You can do what the Nysses are doing -the time to startis now! 


through the Payroll Savings Plan 
where you work. Even very small 
sums saved this way will provide 
the cash reserve you need to make 
your dreams come true. 


Here’s how you can turn your 
plans into reality, just as the 
Nysses are doing. Today—start 
a safe, sure saving program by 
signing up for U.S. Savings Bonds 


FOR YOUR SECURITY, AND YOUR COUNTRY’S TOO, SAVE NOW— 
THROUGH REGULAR PURCHASE OF U. S. SAVINGS BONDS! 


poor things. We can just see them flying 
out the windows at a later date! ... Velda 
Williams is the proud owner of a new 
Chevrolet car. Georgia Story and 
Kathleen Carey who have both been con- 
fined to the hospital for surgery have re- 
turned to work. Tippy Wicken is 
wearing a new diamond. The new 
telephone building continues to expand 
and brighten our hopes of soon having a 
new home. Maxine Pointer visited 
home folks at Nelson on her week end... . 
Betty Kroeger has returned to work after 
a year’s leave of absence spent taking care 
of a brother who still remains critically ill. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


Mr. Hans J. Hansen, brother of Mrs. 
Mary Tice, Cafeteria, passed away March 7. 
We wish to take this opportunity to express 
our sincerest sympathy to Mary and her 
family... . If Mary Pohlenz had continued 
to catch turtles the one day that she has 
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been fishing, the General Traffic Depart- 
ment could have started a turtle soup busi- 
ness with no effort at all. Mary spent the 
whole day wasting bait on huge turtles. It 
wouldn’t have been half so amusing had 
Mary not almost lost one leg in the mud. 
At the time her leg disappeared, she felt 
a tremendous tug on her line and thinking 
as Mary would, she started screaming for 
hubby, Mel, to pull her out of the mud be- 
cause she had a whale on her line. Need- 
less to say, Mel was quite disgusted when 
he found that he had expended so much 
energy for another monstrous turtle. Oh 
well, you have a whole summer to practice, 
Mary! 


Southern. District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Miriam Lilly has returned from her leave 
of absence. Early vacationers this month 
were Edna Mae Clarke, who enjoyed her 
time at home, and Marcene Kite. Marcene 


was enroute to visit her sister in Salsbury, 
Missouri, when her sister decided to visit 
her at the same time. They finally got to- 
gether and had a nice visit anyway. Doris 
Smith spent a day at Holdrege. Dorothy 
Biggerstaff had a visit from her sister in 
Falls City, who is also an operator. Miss 
Metcalf has been visiting in the Traffic 
Department. Alice Haddox attended her 
sister-in-law’s wedding at Otoe. She was 
quite busy at the wedding as she lit the 
candles, sang, and poured coffee. Miss 
Clarke and several of the girls have been 
ill with the flu but all are recovered now. 
Myron Birdsley attended two weeks of 
Teletype school at Omaha. Janie and June 
Bippes have rented an apartment. The 
main thing that took their eye were the 
blue bathroom fixtures. The ladies of 
luxury move in sometime this week. Every- 
one is donating a spoon or fork to help out. 
. If you saw someone pointing at you 
this week—Vivian really wasn’t being rude 
—she just ran the sewing machine needle 
through her finger and as a result it was 
bandaged and stiff. Colleen Curttright and 
husband visited relatives in Fails City 
over the weekend. New car owners are 
Betty Bassinger and husband who have a 
brand new Plymouth and Colleen Curttright 
and husband who have a less new Chevrolet. 
We don’t know if any mysteries are 


Left: A roving camera found Mary Pohlenz 
and Arlene Higgins brightening a corner of 
the general traffic deparitment, Lincoln. 


Right: Irene Knipfel, Hastings traffic, 
opening her gifts at a pre-nuptial shower 
given by Carolie and Jacqueline Utecht and 
Colleen Hohlen. 


being solved but we seem to have a Sher- 
lock Holmes in our midst. At least Marcus 
Johnson’s new pipe gives him that appear- 
ence. - We think the tobacco he burns in it 
is about as old as Sherlock too. 

Beatrice Area 


Three girls have been on vacation in the 
Beatrice Traffic Department. Alice Koziol 
spent a quiet one at home. Bonnie Weier 
spent a few days at Daykin and the re- 
mainder quietly at home. Delores Fletcher 
visited her perents at York and spent a few 
days at Tecumseh visiting friends. . . . Far 
away places are luring some of our girls 
from the fold. Helen Meents has moved 
to Wichita, Kansas, and Eunice Emal has 
gone to California to be with her husband 
who is in the service. Joan Emal is also 
counting on moving to California after her 


marriage. 
Fairbury Area 


Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 


Dorcas Slater brought a sack of bread 
up to the office the day of the snow storm 
and threw it on the roof of the building next 
door for the robins. Shortly thereafter she 
learned that the payroll checks wouldn’t 
arrive until late in the day—so Dorcas had 
to take the bread from the robins! 
Geraldine Donaldson will leave soon for 
Cheyenne to be with her sister-in-law who 
is ill. She is taking a week of her vacation 
at this time. ... Ed has the measles. We 
are wondering if we will be missing the 
little blonde operator within the next couple 
of weeks who will be home sick also... . 
If the Fairbury subscribers can’t hear the 
operators say “Number please” it is because 
they are too busy coughing. Charlene 
Melander’s husband left for Parks Air Force 
Base at Pleasanton, California, for training. 
So somebody is looking a little bit sad. 
. . . Helen DeBord spent the weekend in 
Lincoln visiting her son, Frank, who is in 
the Lincoln General Hospital. She also 
visited with her other son, Bob, who is at- 
tending the University. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


The biggest event this month was the 
wedding of Wanda Remmers, chief oper- 
ator. A reception was held immediately 
afterwards and among the telephone office 
girls who helped were Cecile Morehead, 
Clara Costello, Norma Lee Hahn, Henri 


Goracke, Della Hazen, Darlene Robinson, 
Cyrene Young and Mary Kalin. The office 
force presented Wanda with an electric 
pop-up toaster. Tyler Ryan was one 
of the local businessmen chosen to escort 
Governor Val Peterson about town when 
he made a personal appearance here Febru- 
ary 27. Della Hazen is a very happy girl 
since she received word that her husband 
is on his way home from Korea. Now 
she’s counting the days till his arrival in a 
couple of weeks. We were sorry to have 
Cyrene Young resign from the Traffic De- 
partment. She’s moving to Beloit, Wiscon- 
sin, and we hope she likes her new location. 
Eva Wenzel had the misfortune of falling 
down stairs and injuring her back. She 
was absent from work for a few days but 
is feeling very chipper now. Mary Meister 
is now a Great-Aunt and proud of it! A 
baby girl was born to Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Kinsey of Richmond, California, on March 
4. Mrs. Kinsey is Mary’s niece. 
Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Crete News: The telephone girls had a 


U.S. TELEPHONE PRICES — 


A BARGAIN IN ANY LANGUAGE 


How re We Doin’? 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1952 


entral. District 2063). 500 
Eastern “District <.......°.... 168 
Southern District .............. 135 
Western District 2.22.2. 264 

i cea a ere 1,067 


Total Stations in 
Service 3-31-52...... 106,749 


shower for Shirley Rhea and presented her 
with a gift. Her wedding date was March 
ams 


Western District 


- Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 

Moreane Alldritt spent the week-end of 
March 21 in Iowa visiting friends.... 
Anna’ Larson recently spent a week end 
in Grafton where she visited her niece and 
family. ... Lois Johnson and Davida 
Goettsche are the proud possessors of new 
diamonds. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 

Jean Heyen, Frances Marolf and Eva 
Stutz journeyed to Lincoin on Thursday, 
March 20 and took care of their Easter 
shopping. . . . Irene Kripal was in Lincoln 
on March 21 and was lucky not to get 
snowbound. 

Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 

Edith Mattson, cashier at Stromsburg, 
and a former operator Carolyn Oquist, spent 
March 15 and 16 in Lincoln visiting Miss 
Mattson’s sister. Edith was also initiating 
her new Plymouth... . Elvera Parks, cash- 
ier at Osceola, entered the hospital March 
13 for major surgery. We are glad to report 
she is recovering nicely. Betty Beebe, form- 
er cashier, is taking over Mrs. Parks’ duties 
during her absence. 


Superior Area 
Donna J. Henriksen, Correspondent 


Every month one of the men must test 
the home light automatic charger. This 
month it happened to be Bert Kline’s turn. 
Mr. Kline experienced some difficulty in 
making the test. He was using fuel oil 
mixed with tree spray instead of gasoline. 

.. We are happy to report that Donna 
Johnston, who recently had a mastoid opera- 
tion at Hastings, has returned home. She 


saying still holds true as it is noticed in 
the employees’ motion of walk and talk, 
how the fever has struck. . . . Two former 
employees visited the traffic department 
recently. Mrs. Luree (McCarty) Haught 
was here from Wichita Falls, Texas, and 
Mrs. Jolene (Newlun) Drake and baby boy 
Danny, stopped in for a few minutes one 
afternoon. The Drakes now make their 
home in Grend Island. . . . Several of the 
female employees surprised Artie Gee one 
evening for a housewarming. The group 
presented the Gees with a pair of aqua 
colored lamps. A tour of the house, games 
and refreshments made up the evening’s 
entertainment. Marlyce Widga jour- 
neyed to Wichita Falls, Texas, March 21st 
for a few days visit. What was her interest 
there? Mainly, in and around the Sheppard 
Air Force Base. But then, what could prove 
more interesting? She did it again! 
yes, Artie Gee again was the center of at- 
tention in the traffic department. It seems 
as though Artie had a birthday and Mrs. 


Pflughaupt presented her with a key chain 
for her “forgetful” keys. So in putting the 
chain to use, tieing it to her belt, she cre- 
ated quite a disturbance with the dangling 
of the keys. 


Just Too Difficult 


HE county clerk in Barbourville, 

Ky., wonders what the prospective 
bride looked like. An elderly man 
telephoned the clerk, told him he 
wanted a marriage license and asked 
what would he have to do. 


The clerk explained the procedure 
that must be followed, including a 
three-day wait after making application 
for the license. 

“Well, if it’s that much trouble just 
to get married, I ain’t interested any 
more,” the man said and hung up. 


is recovering nicely and expects to be back 
to work next week. 
York Area 
Marlyce Widga, Correspondent 
“Spring has sprung, the grass has rizz, I 
wonder where the birdies is.” Again the 


Eagle’s eye view of the old and new main office telephone buildings at Lincoln. The 
new three story structure will be used almost entirely for equipment. Later another three 
story section will be added to the east for the new business office and more equipment space. 
Five stories will go up on top of the first section for general offices and other use. Installa- 
tion of equipmeni will start in July. The picture was taken by Bud Eden of the Engineering 


Department from a plane at about 500 feet altitude. 


ZURICH PARIS SANTIAGO 


11 hrs.—30 min. 15 hrs. 


STOCKHOLM 
3 hrs.—20 min. 


LONDON 
4 hrs.—30 min. 5 hrs. 7 hrs. 


UNITED STATES AMSTERDAM 


AVERAGE 
2 hrs.—10 min. 


Hours of work required to pay monthly telephone charges 
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FOR SEVERAL MONTHS ANONYMOUS POEMS HAVE 
BEEN APPEARING ONTHE BULLETIN BOARDS OF 
THE GENERAL SHOP. MOST OF THEM WERE WRITTEN 
0 COMMEMORATE DEEDS AND ACTIVITIES OF SHOP 
PERSONNEL. THEY WERE HEWN TO THE BARE TRUTH 
LEAVING THE CHIPS JO FALL WHERE THEy WOULD. 
BY THE Time THE POET WAS FINALLY UNMASKED 
MOST OF THE LOCAL FOLK WERE FIGHTING MAD, . 
AS BILL KNEE LAMENTS IN WHHT HE PROMISES 

WILL BE HIS LAST POEM ,” MY POETRY DION'Y ALWAYS 

HAVE THE BEST RYTHME” OR RHYME, BUTI CALLED 

MY SHOTS THe WAYL SAW THEM ERCH Time,“ r 


JE ROUGH AND READY GUARDIAN OF OSCEOLA EXCHANGE PLANT 
tho seen 24 PEALE Con Me ory POLee AND GROUNDING HIGH - | : yo A >: _& 
VOLTAGE. THROUGH HIS BODY WITHOUT BRUIZE CA Sy Dg Fe OR PERRO mage i RC ees Qe 
hls AD APPEARED IN A RECENT EDITION BUSTED His BIG TOE WHILST CLIMBING INTO BED ‘ OS gts OO Ss Ae ee fC nh Se 
OF fl LINCOLN NEWSPAPER . IN THE ORIG- NIGHTS AGO. tS 6 PARROT UG eee <3 4 

INAL COPY THE WORD WAS ENTERPRISING." _ EES 


g 


FOR THE SECOND TIME IN HIS ADVENTUROUS 


CAREER , BILL SCHUMAN SUFFERED A BH 
FALL WHILE CARRYING Fie ene eae p 
MORNING DOUGHNUTS UP THE ALLEY , THIS 
TIME HE LANDED SMACK ON THE BACK OF 
H15 NECK BUT ONCE AGAIN OUR HERO 
HELD HIS PRECIOUS CARGO HIGH AND 
FIRM WHILE HIS BODY ABSORBED THE 
SHOCK OF THE FALL , 


IMOGENE PAULSEN SET ABOUT REDUCING THE TEMPERATURE of A 
STEAMING CUP OF COFFFE ONE DAY IN THE CAFETERIA. - SHE 
CAREFULLY MEASURED A LADEL FULL OF CRACKED ICE ,AND, 
JUST AS CAREFULLY, POURED IT INTO HER BARE LEFT HAND. us 
BROUGHT HER THOUGHTS BACK 10 THE MOMENT WITH QUITE A START. 


WHEN THE FIRST HEAVY RAINS DISCLOSED SEVERAL LEAKS IN 
WALDO M°DOWELLS APARTMENT ROOF HE HASTILY PLACED METAL 

BASINS UNDER THE DRIPS-AND ALMOST BLEW HIS TOP LISTENING TO 
4Ae STEADY HAMMERING UNTIL H¢ HAD THE HAPPY NOTION To FILL 
4HE CONTAINERS WITH RAGS 10 DEADEN THE SOUND. 


JHE GIRLS OF YoRK-TRAFEIC 
ACCUSED ARDIS GEE OF 
ARYING To START A NEW 
FAD WHEN SHE 
APPROACHED HER 
POSITION WEARING 


FUR--TOPPED 
OVERSHOES 


DDEN GUST OF AIR SNATCHED A STACK OF TOLL TICKETS FROM A DESK IN THE 
Hoot ING DEPARTMENT, SENDING THEM SWIRLING THROUGH AN OPEN WINDOW AND INTO 


OUTDOORS, BERTHA MAE WARD AND CLARA JONES DASHED DOWN THE STAIRS IN HOT 
He oie AND EVENTUALLY Rirovenco THEM , EVERY ONE. FINDING MOST OF THEM IN THE 
qRAPFIC FILLED STRECTS WITHIN A BLOCK’ RADIUS OF THE OFFICE. 


ERLE M. HALE became operating head of the 

Company on April 16 when he was elected vice 
president in charge of operations at a meeting of 
the Company’s Board of Directors. He was also 
elected a member of the Board and a member of 
the Executive Committee of the Board. He succeeds 


H. H. Wheeler who passed away March 30. 


In announcing the election, President Thomas C. 
Woods said he was highly pleased with the Board’s 
unanimous selection. “The directors know Mr. 
Hale’s administrative ability as an executive and his 
knowledge of the business and long experience in 
the telephone field,” he said. ““We are confident 
that he is fully capable of carrying out his respon- 
sibilities as operating head of the Company.” 


A\lso elected as a member of the Board was Philip 
M. Aitken: and H. W. Potter, secretary-treasurer 
and a Board member, was elected to the Executive 
Committee. 


Mr. Hale literally knows the telephone business 
trom the “grunt up.” He drew his first pay check 
trom LT€’T as a groundman in the Construction 
Department in 1919 where he worked for a time 
before attending the University of Nebraska where 
he was graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in 1925. In that year he resumed employment with 
the Company, this time as a clerk in the Commer- 


Merle Hale 
Elected 


Vice President 


cial Department at Lincoln. He later was advanced 
to the positions of directory and methods supervisor 
and commercial engineer before his appointment as 
general commercial superintendent in 1945. He 1s 
a graduate of the Advanced Management Program 


of Harvard University. 


Active for many years in civic and telephone 
organizations, Mr. Hale is a past president of 
the Frank H. Woods Chapter of the Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association, Lincoln Kiwanis 
Club, the Nebraska Telephone Association and Ne’ 
braska Society of the Sons of the American Revolw 
tion. He is national president of the Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association and last year was 
chairman of the Commercial Committee of the U. S. 
Independent ‘Telephone Association, He is a member 
of the Executive Committee of the Cornhusker 
Council, Boy Scouts of America and a member of the 
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce, University Club, 
Hillcrest Country Club, Sigma Nu fraternity and 
other organizations. 


Prominent also in Masonic circles, he is Grand 
Junior Deacon of the Grand Lodge of Masons of 
Nebraska, Past Master of Lancaster Lodge No. 54, 
A. F.& A. M., Senior Warden of the Delta Lodge of 
Perfection of the Scottish Rite, a member of the 
Sesostris Temple of the Shrine and a Past Patron of 
Temple Chapter No. 271, O. E.S. He is a member 
of Lincoln Lodge No. 80, B.P.O. Elks. 


George Mehuron Is 
Injured In Fall 


E were sorry to learn that George 

Mehuron of York was temporarily 
out of circulation due to a bad fall on 
April 10, which resulted in a broken 
left leg. 


The mishap occurred near York as 
Mr. Mehuron was trimming trees. He 
had climbed through a fence and in 
attempting to return to the road slipped 
on a muddy bank and fell to the ditch 
with his legs crossed. Both bones in 
the left leg between the ankle and knee 
were broken. 

Mr. Mehuron was taken to the York 
hospital where he spent the next three 
weeks. He is now at the home of a 
daughter at Beaver Crossing and is do- 
ing nicely although he will have to be 
in a full length leg cast until about the 
middle of June. At that time a shorter 
cast will be applied. 


Until January, 1951, George was 
wire chief at York when ill health 
forced a sickness disability leave. For the 
past four months he had been work- 
ing on a temporary basis as a com- 
binationman. 


—__—_ 


Another Testimonial To 
Value of Yellow Pages 
EPORTS of the value of the classi- 


fied telephone directory are not 
unusual to us, but this one cites proof 
above the ordinary. 

In the Tampa (Florida) directory, 
the Giles Motor Company has a one- 
third page ad in the Yellow Pages un- 
der Automobile Dealers—New Cars. 


that appears nowhere else—not in the 
directory, nor in any other advertising. 
The only way it can be obtained 1S by 
looking at Giles’ Buick ad in the classi- 
fied section of the telephone book. 

During a three months’ period an 
accurate record of incoming calls to 
this particular number showed an aver- 
age of 145 per month. 


This prompted the Giles company to 
write the Peninsular Telephone Com- 
pany at Tampa the following: “We feel 
this is an excellent illustration of the 
productive value that may be expected 
from display in the Yellow Pages.” 


Lawson Becomes General 
Commercial Superintendent 


saa ttt ets 


Spabnle Nam 


K. L. Lawson 


HE appointment of Kenneth L. 

Lawson as general commercial 
superintendent was announced last 
month by Merle M. Hale, vice 
president. Mr. Lawson succeeds 
Mr. Hale, formerly general com- 
mercial superintendent, and is suc- 
ceeded by Howard Spahnle who 


was named commercial engineer. 


Mr. Lawson began his telephone 
career as a solicitor 1n the Lincoln 
business office in 1927. He ad- 
vanced to the staff of the general 
commercial superintendent in 1929 
as sales engineer and later was sales 
training supervisor before becom. 
ing directory and methods super- 
visor in 1935. He was named com- 
mercial engineer in 1946. 


A graduate of the University of 
Nebraska, Mr. Lawson 1s a mem- 
ber of the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce, the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter of the Independent Tele- 
phone Pioneer Association, Lincoln 
Lodge No. 80, B.P.O. Elks, Hill- 
crest Country Club and the Knife 


and Fork Club. 
Mr. Spahnle joined the Com- 


pany as a salesman in the Lin- 
coln business office in 1932. He 


H. W. Spahnle 


was transferred to Hastings as a 
combinationman in 1935 and re- 
turned to Lincoln the next year as 
a toll salesman. He was made com- 
mercial representative in 1936, di 
rectory compilation supervisor in 
1946, directory manager in 1950 
and sales manager in 195]. 


Active in civic and fraternal or- 
ganizations, Mr. Spahnle is vice 
president of the Optimist Club; a 
former vice president of the Lin 
coln Junior Chamber of Commerce: 
and is a member of the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter of the Independ- 
ent Telephone Pioneer Association: 
Lancaster Lodge No. 54, A. F. & 
A. M.: Lincoln Lodge No. 80, 
B.P.O. Elks and the American 


T . 
Legion. 


He attended the University of 
Nebraska and is a graduate of the 
Command General Staff School at 
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. During 
World War II he was a Major in 
the Signal Corps and spent three 
years in the Army, during thirteen 
months of which he was stationed 


in Alaska. 


The author examining a 50 pair cable lately 
removed from a poorly designed duct system. 
Recurrent contact with drainage water had 
finally resulted in complete decomposifion 
of a section of the protective sheath. 


Ce pipes and other metallic 
structures buried in the earth are 
likely to be corroded by actions which 
wear away or dissolve the metal. This 
loss of metal and the resulting losses of 
gas, liquids and communication service 
due to holes made in the tubes can cost 
the public millions of dollars per year. 
L. T. & T. has many miles of under- 
ground cable and large numbers of 
ground rods, anchor rods and other fix- 
tures buried in the soil or in close con- 
tact with it. All of these items of plant 
are subject to corrosive damage. Many 
times it takes place very slowly but at 
other times it 1s so rapid that a pipe or 
cable sheath will be “full of holes” in 
a few months after being placed. The 
damage its insidious in that cable circuit 
tests will indicate no trouble in the 
sheath and then suddenly the tests will 
When the 


cable is uncovered it is found to be 
very rough to the touch and some of 
the corrosion is found to extend through 


the sheath. 


show moisture in the cable. 


Ray Boling’s crew ‘pulling in’’ a new cable 
at the Lincoln office manhole. Recent heavy 
additions to the Company’s underground 
cable plant have made a growing problem of 
sheath attack by corrosion. 


Enemy of Underground Cable 
By J. L. LYNE, Outside Plant Engineer 


The probiem of protecting cables. pipes and other underground metal 
objects from corrosive damage is an increasingly important one to telephone 


companies and other utilities. 


In order to better cope with the situation 


LT&T has joined with other interested companies in a cooperative effort to 
eliminate the causes of corrosion where possible or to minimize the damage 


resulting from it. 


Committees representing these companies have _ been 


working toward this end and have made much progress in devising cor- 


rective measures. 


J. L. Lyne, outside plant engineer, is chairman of the Lincoln committee 
and with Herman Studier, general foreman, are the committee members 
representing LT&T. In the following article Mr. Lyne describes some of the 
problems with which the committee is faced and the remedies that have 
been put into practice to combat this enemy of underground plant. 


The photograph at left shows a sec- 
tion of sheath from a cable which was 
recently removed from underground 
conduit in downtown Lincoln. Corro- 
sion has taken place on the under side 
of the cable where it was in contact 
with mud in the duct. The sheath was 
quite badly damaged over a_ section 
several feet long and some of the spots 
or “pits” extend about halfway through 
the sheath. The cable had been in this 
location for thirty years and it might 
have remained for many more years of 
trouble free service. It was removed 
not because of the corrosion but be- 
cause a larger cable was needed to con- 
solidate portions of two old cable sys- 
tems which had been in use since 1912. 

This cable was subjected to the cor- 
rosion which is due to soil acids alone 
and to the corrosion from “‘stray” cur- 
rents from a_ street railway which 
crossed over it until recent years. Either 


effect could damage a cable very quickly 
or the two may balance and no corro- 
sion will be observed. Soil which con- 
tains manures and industrial wastes will 
quickly cause damage. Street railways 
with poor track joints and poorly de- 
signed and maintained return feeder 
wires may quickly ruin a cable sheath. 
Both types of damage are associated 
with electrical effects. The chemical! 
action will produce a potential similar 
to that in a flashlight battery. The flow 
of stray current will produce a drop 
in potential along its path from tracks 
to earth and on pipes and cable sheaths. 
These potentials can be measured by 
a voltmeter which therefore provides 
a means for finding areas where a cable 
will be damaged. The meter will show 
the direction of current flow. Current 
flowing from a cable sheath to the soil 
will dissolve the sheath or carry tiny 
particles of the sheath with it. 
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The transcontinental toll cable reached Lincoln 11 years ago. Despite heavy shielding and 
protective wrappings this cable also has shown itself vulnerable to the attack of earth cur- 
rents and chemicals. The cable train is shown here moving south on l4th street between the 
AT&T Junction and the city, plowing in cable as it goes. The Capitol tower appears at right. 


The “Corrosion Engineer” uses a 
voltmeter as his chief instrument in 
tracking down the locations where 
cables are being damaged. He first 
studies and maps the locations of the 
underground pipes.- He needs to know 
material from which the pipes are made. 
He studies the possibility of stray cur- 
rent sources and how it flows. Using a 
voltmeter he surveys the whole area 
and records voltage readings between 
cables, pipes, the steel in buildings, 
buried tanks and street car rails. These 
voltage readings will be the basis from 
which the engineer can judge both the 
extent of the area where there is danger 
and the speed with which corrosion 
may be taking place. 


The remedy for reducing the effects 
of stray currents may be to bond the 
cable sheath by heavy copper wire to 
return feeder wires of the railway sys- 
tem. This will stop most of the current 
from passing from cable to soil and will 
generally eliminate the damage there. 
Also the engineer will be concerned 
with correcting all poor connections in 
the street car rails and return wires so 


as to reduce the flow of stray current 
through the earth. 


When there are no stray currents 
the engineer must deal with the chem- 
ical or “galvanic” type of corrosion. His 
voltmeter survey will probably show 
that damage can take place in nearly 
all areas of the underground plant. The 
remedy will be to force a current to 
flow in the opposite direction to that 
generated by the chemical action. This 
can be done by connecting a battery 
between the cable sheath and the earth 
so that current will flow from earth to 
sheath. This is called cathodic protec- 
tion because a large piece of iron—a 
cathode—is buried in the earth and 
current is forced to flow from the iron 
to earth and thence from earth to cable 
sheath. This protects the cable but at 
the expense of the iron bed which is 
allowed to corrode. The current is sup- 


Vaughn Baum, cable record clerk and 
former splicer, exhibits a section of partly 
consumed cable sheath which was recently 
taken from an underground tile duct at Lin- 
coln. Corrosion had almost penetrated the 
sheath at some points. 


or a 


plied by a 


rectifier. 


motor-generator 


Another form of cathodic protection 
is commonly used where the under- 
ground pipes extend over a wide area 
and it may be impractical to distribute 
current by wire from a power source 
to a distant danger area. A battery 1s 
formed right at the point where pro- 
tection is needed by burying a piece of 
zinc or magnesium, called an anode, 
nearby and connecting a wire between 
anode and cable. This produces a cur- 
rent by galvanic action which will flow 
from earth to cable and stop corrosion 
on the cable. The anode will of course 
dissolve away but the cable is saved. 
By proper design the anode will give 
protection for eight to twelve years 
after which a new one must be in- 
stalled. 


An important aid in protecting a 
cable from corrosion is to keep it from 
contact with the ‘soils. This can be 
done to some extent by placing the 
cable in well drained sand or in hard 
tile conduits which do not retain water. 
The latter is used in most present day 
installations. Many of the older con- 
duits were not sloped to drain properly 
and the duct materials were fiber or 
cement which absorbed water. Many 
cases of corrosion have occurred in the 
old ducts. 


(Continued on Page 7) 


Agnes Gustafson Retires 

HE Employee Benefit Committee has 

announced the retirement of Agnes 
Gustafson, effective April 1. Miss Gus- 
tafson was last employed as contract 
chief operator at 
Dunbar although 
most of her long 
period of service 
was accumulated at 
Osceola. She began 
her employment at 
the latter town in 
July, 1923. She 
transferred to Dun- 
bar only last fall. 

Following her 
initial period of training, Miss Gustaf- 
son held positions of A operator, night 
Operator and assistant chief, all at Osce- 
ola, and in January, 1931, she was 
named chief operator of the exchange, 
succeeding Mrs. Millie Dahlburg, who 
accepted a position at that time in the 
local commercial office. 

With the conversion of the Osceol: 
exchange to dial operation last year, 
Miss Gustafson arranged for a transfer 
to Dunbar, where she has since oper- 
ated the exchange as contract chief 
Operator. Miss Gustafson has already 
moved back and settled down in her 
old home in Osceola. She holds mem- 


bership in the Frank H. Woods Pioneer 
Chapter. 


Agnes Gustafson 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
April: 


Primary members: 
counting, $10.00: M. 


Carl Ahl, Lincoln Ac- 
W. Franklin, Lincoln 
Accounting, $10.00: Ruth A. Boots, Lincoln 
Commercial, $7.00: R. L. Dalton, Lincoln 
Service, $10.00; R. M. Cleveland, Lincoln Serv- 
ice, $223.50; Georgia R. Story, Lincoln Traf- 
fic, $81.45; J. H. Agee, Lincoln Pensioner, 
$63.20; G. E. Miller, Lincoln Service, $22.50; 


Donna FE. Larsen, Hastings Traffic, $10.00; 
E. J. Flowerday, Hastings Non-Functional, 
$88.00; O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln General 


Plant, $15.00: Norma J. Rutan, Beatrice Com- 
mercial, $25.00: W. C. Lant, Nebraska City 
Pensioner, $7.50; Victoria H. Kuncl, Wahoo 
Traffic, $93.95: F. M. Strasser, Lincoln Gen- 
eral Plant, $15.00: Rose Riggs, Lincoln Ac.- 
counting, $15.00; A. B. Smith, Lincoln Service, 


$40.00: F. A. Blockwitz, Lincoln Supply, 
$373.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. L. M. Miller, Lincoln. 
$11.25: Mrs. H. E. Jenkins, Lincoln, $163.80; 


Mrs. R. Iu. Dalton, Lincoln, $19.05: Richard J. 
Hart, Lincoln, $135.23; Wm. L. Hart, Lincoln, 
$136.50; Jack L. Baxter, Lincoln, $32.63: Mrs. 
C. W. Keester, Lincoln, $245.25: Mrs. J. Ff. 
Roland, Beatrice, $203.62; Brenda L. Schneider, 
Lincoln, $132.11: Frank DeBord, Fairbury, 
$195.00: G. A. Wasson, Jr., Lineoln, $122.21: 
Mrs. Lambert Eitel, Lincoln, $51.00. 


Guests From Hawaii 
UESTS of LT&T last month in- 
cluded D. E. Adler. of the Mutual 

Telephone Company of Hawaii. who, 
with his charming wife. have been mak- 
ing a tour of the “mainland.” as they 
call it. They are combining a great deal 
of business with the pleasure of the 
sojourn, by inspecting telephone prop- 
ertics and equipment en route. 

The Mutual Company is 


owned and provides service for the en- 


privately 


tire group of islands with exchanges 
located on five of them. The principal 
exchange at Honolulu serves the island 
of Oahu and is entirely dial. Inter- 
island communication is provided by 
means of radio facilities. 

Mr. Adler’s interest centers in the 
material and supply segment of the tele- 
phone business and, being also in charge 
of exchange buildings for Mutual, he 
made a keen inspection of the partially 
completed equipment building being 
erected by our Company. 

From Lincoln the Adlers continue on 
to Washington where he will mect 
with National Production Authorities 
regarding critical materials needed for 
use in Mutual’s home plant. While in 
the Nation’s capital they anticipate a 
visit with USITA’s executive vice presi- 
dent Clyde Bailey and secretary, George 
C. Richert. 


Darlene Robinson of the Tecumseh Traf- 
fic Department became the bride of Pfc. 
Wayne Schulte April 7, at the Grace Luth- 


eran Church in Cook. 


The marriage of Shirley Ann Norton and 
Edward Michel was solemnized at St. Paul 
Methodist Chapel in Lincoln on April 27. 
Mrs. Michel will return to her stenographic 
work in the Supply Department and_ her 
husband will await Army orders. 


Loretta Siffring, York Traffic Department, 
and Roger Wyatt were united in marriage on 
April 20. 

Wedding bells rang on April 20 for Davida 
Goettsch, Hastings Traffic, and Sgt. Carlis 
Scroggins. The ceremony place at 
the Christian Church in Hastings. 


took 


Belva Robinson of the Tecumseh Traffic 
Department became the bride of Elmer 
Rosenthal on April 18, at the Lutheran 
Church in Syracuse. 


Introducing A New Director . 


“iT F 


Philip M. Aitken 


ee will introduce you to a new 

director of the Company, Philip 
M. Aitken, who was elected to the 
Board on April 16. 


Mr. Aitken is a practicing attorney 
in Lincoln where he is a member of 
the firm of Woods, Aitken and Aitken. 
He was admitted to the Bar in 1926 
after graduation from the University 
of Nebraska and the Harvard Law 
School. From 1927 to 1930 he was as’ 
sistant district attorney in charge of 
the Lincoln, Hastings, McCook divi- 
sions of the district of Nebraska. 


In addition to his law practice and 
connection with LT&T, Mr. Aitken is 
a director of the Sahara Coal Company 
of Chicago, the J. M. McDonald Com: 7 
pany of Hastings, and the Franklin 
County Coal Corporation of Chicago. 


He is a member of the University | 
Club, Lincoln Country Club, American 
Bar Association, Nebraska State Bar 
Bar Association 
and the International Association of In- 


Association, Lincoln 


surance Counsel. 


The Aitkens have three children, 
Philip M., Jr., Jean Ann and James L., 
and make their home at 3055 Sheridan 
Boulevard. 


JOURNEY’sS END 


and Mrs. Delvin 
Mr. McCoy 
Plant De- 


The infant son of Mr. 
McCoy passed away April 3. 
| Tecumseh 


is a member of the 


partment. 


Corrosion 
(Continued from Page 5) 


Asphalt coatings on cables and pipes 
are effective in separating the soil and 
the metal. These are generally layers 
of treated tapes and floodings of 
asphalt. This method is used on most 
gas pipe installations and it was used 
on the transcontinental toll cable and 
the branch cables at York and Lincoln. 
This protection on the cable reduces 
the amount of current required for 
cathodic protection to that needed at 


cracks and breaks in the asphalt 
coverings. 
The whole subject of protecting 


cables from corrosion is one of keeping 
stray currents and dangerous soils and 
water away from the sheath as much 
as possible. Then to cause a current to 
flow in the proper direction between 
earth and sheath so that there will be 
no corrosion at the points where the 
soil touches the lead. 


The protection of cable has been 
given a good deal of attention for many 
years. During the period of street rail- 
ways in Lincoln a survey was made fre- 
quently to determine the danger to 
telephone cable. Every change or ex- 
tension of the railway affected the flow 
of current in the earth and therefore 
increased or decreased the hazards to 
the cable sheath. These stray currents 
tended to balance the danger from gal- 
vanic action and it was only after the 
railways were abandoned that the new 
danger became important. This same 
corrosion also endangers the under- 
ground pipes of other utilities and there 
is now interest by all companies in 
studying the problem together. 


A Lincoln committee is working on 
the mutual problem which includes gas, 
water, steam, power, telegraph and 
telephone underground pipe protection, 
The L. T. & T. Company is represented 
on this committee by Mr. H. M. Studier 


and Mr. J. L. Lyne. 


B. A. Isaman and Mr. Lyne are shown 
conducting a test for sheath potentials to 
ground. These tests disclose corrosive danger 
spots and indicate the proper remedial 
method to be employed to neutralize the 
effect, 


ee je 


L. P. Young Receives 45 Year Service Pin 


President Thomas C. Woods and Gen- 
eral Traffic Superintendent Lyle P. 
Young were principals in an unusual 
order of business on April 28 at one of 
the first gatherings of the Company’s 
present line of officers and department 
heads. The ceremony attended the pre- 
sentation by Mr. Woods of a 45-year 
service pin to Mr. Young. and was un- 
usual in that only seven other mem- 
bers of our Company have ever become 
eligible to wear this pin. They were: 
F. E. Behm, F. H. Woods, Charles Al- 
bers, C. S. Nevin, Bert Overcash, E. A. 
Rosker and C. E. Cummings. W. C. 
Lant, who retired in 1950, missed ob- 
taining the necessary length of service 
by only four months. 


Mr. Young has been continuously 
employed in the telephone business 
since April, 1907. He began as ground- 
man for the York County Telephone 
Company. After four years he went to 
Grand Island as assistant foreman for 
the Nebraska Telephone Company. He 


joined our Company in 1912 as manager 
at Polk, a position he retained until 
i917 when he returned to York as 
county commercial manager, the York 
county company having been purchased 
by the LT&T. In 1920 he was appointed 
district traffic chief with headquarters 
at Beatrice and in 1922 was promoted to 
district manager of the Eastern Dis- 
trict with offices at Nebraska City. Four 
years later he went to Hastings as dis- 
trict manager where he remained until 
elected general traffic superintendent 
in 1949. 

Those pictured at the pin presenta- 
tion are—from left to right: H. W. Pot- 
ter, secretary and treasurer; Walter F. 
Roberts, personnel director; C. C. Don- 
ley, chief engineer; Merle M. Hale, 
vice-president; Mr. Woods, president; 
Mr. Young, general traffic superintend- 
ent; K. L. Lawson, general commercial 
superintendent; Guy O. Seaton, retiring 
personnel director; J. A. McKinzie, gen- 
eral plant superintendent, and I. J. 
Devoe, general auditor. 


Keckler Named 


Plant Training Supervisor 
NEW program in plant training 
was started last month with A. 5. 

Keckler in charge as plant training 

supervisor. Mr. Keckler’s work 1s 

Company-wide in 

scope and is aimed 

at teachinz combin- 
ationmen improved 


techniques in locat- 


ing trouble in drops, 


inside wire and _ 7B) 
telephone instru- j | 
ments. ia 

John McKinzie, Ld eas. 


general plant super- 
intendent, said that 
this program is the beginning of a gen- 


A. S. Keckler 


eral plan of training in the plant de- 
partment which will cover more phases 
of work later on. 


“Mr. Keckler was selected for the 


job of conducting the training because 
of his practical knowledge and _ his 


many years of experience in the busi- 
ness,” he said. “We are very pleased 
with the progress that has been made 
so far and the results that are evident 
in the work of the men who have re- 


ceived the training.” 


Art Keckler has been with the Com- 
pany since 1912. He has been an in- 
spector, installer, district inspector, 
combinationman, testboardman and 
maintenance inspector and for five 
years was manager of the Havelock 
exchange before its consolidation with 
Lincoln. For the past ten years he has 
been district clerk in the Eastern Dis- 
trict Manager's office. 


John Sullivan Dies 
OHN FRANCIS SULLIVAN, 91, 


died at a Lincoln hospital on April 
11, after a week's severe illness. He was 
the oldest of all retired employees of the 
Company. Mr. Sullivan did not enter 
the telephone field until his 48th year, 
yet he retained his health and vigor 
through all of the 28 following years 
he spent in the industry. 


A native of Dubuque, Iowa, John 
was employed by the Nebraska Tele- 
Company as 
1969. 


vyroundman — at 
A year later 


phone 
< . “1 
Omaha in April, 


he was foreman of his own crew in pole 
line construction work in the metrop- 
olis. He resigned this position in No- 
1910, in 
Lincoln where he was rehired by the 


vember, order to move to 
local Bell exchange as cable foreman. 
In the years that followed Mr. Sulli- 
van became widely known as a familiar 
figure of the construction department. 
Later, as age affected 


climbing poles, 


his agility in 
he was transferred to 
the warehouse and general shop. He 
retired on pension July 1, 1937. 


Mr. Sullivan was a member of the 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church and a 
charter member of the Frank H. Woods 
Chapter, Independent Telephone Pic- 
neers. Survivors include his widow, 
three sons, four daughters, a step-son 
and 12 grandchildren. His son-in-law, 
A. E. Lamberson, works in the Lincoln 
service department. Mrs. Lamberson is 
the former Doris Sullivan, also of Lin- 
coln service. 


Royce Is Motor 


Vehicle Supervisor 
1H E- appointment of E. H. Royce as 
motor vehicle supervisor has been 
announced by Fred Strasser, supervisor 
Mr. Royce has the impor- 


of supplies. 


tant assignment of 
supervising the 
maintenance and 
purchase of vehicles 
used in the truck 
and passenger car 
fleets of the Com- 


pany. He succeeds 
Don Aydelott who 
resigned last month. 
Mr. Royce reach- 
ed his 25th anni- 
versary of service with the Company 
last February. Starting as a shopman 
in Lincoln in 1927, he later was a ware- 
houseman, clerk and senior clerk in 
the Supply Department before his 
present appointment on April 7. 
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E. H. Royce 


Basketball Boys in There Pitching All Season 


The 1951-1952 LT&T basketball team, 
gathered about their manager-coach 
B. A. (Phog) Isaman. Front row, left 
to right: Jack Caldwell, Jack Manka- 
myer, Jack DeLang. Back row: Bob 
Johnson, John Machisic and Don Gil- 
more. The team toiled manfully to the 
end of the Lincoln Industrial League 
season with their footsteps constantly 
dogged by dismal fortune. Troubled 


all season by lack of reserve material, 
the squad was almost depopulated at 
one time or another by turns of fate. 
Three or four of its key players were 
called into service during the course of 


the season, while ankle injuries forced 
two others to withdraw from the roster. 
On one memorable occasion the last 
quarter of a game found three puffing 
telephone athletes trying vainly to stem 
the rally of five stalwart opponents. 
In the final reckoning the opposition 
won by a single point. 

The season’s record credits the LT&T 
team with four wins in 11 starts. Three 
of the seven losses were by one point 
and the worst licking suffered by the 
telephone boys was by a spread of only 
16 points. They scored 263 markers 
during the season to 265 for their 
opponents. 
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_._ A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting 
Deanie (Cy! Bietaiecccciciccsccwcacs Machine Operator.................. EGC OIA: cad Leet ieee: April 10 
Elizabeth J. Butt............0000.0... Machine Operator.................. DAC occured ractnwlsbmacersannncd April 16 
Lawrence A. Connealy............ OE cn cor. cc.tesasttanssinteeenecs PATO icaccseceti agence Skee March 31 
Annette Rae Ellison............... Machine Operator.................. BARCOMR pscarcckectncdcseeleiads April 7 
Nellie L. Grove..............00...... Machine Operator............. See Eh 51 0.1) 1 Ree eee aE mR ee April 10 
Katharina Kisik....................... Machine Operator.................. TCO I ioe cindeasintvmrncack inks March 24 
Commercial 
Alina: Mi. Flere icici cance. Re cesta en csieaipee ter ebee aseneeas PASS OSes cap ccy Secesceccsecea rice April 21 
Plant 
|, aa, © el Sb eee nee Woe mance CEE LAPPING osc 5s ncscicdesverusncucdeceacea: EAN CO, Acc ener April 8 
W. E. Gerken...............0..00002. GrounG manic. vociiccieccctdescieeccdacn [Fi ole) | 5 Sn eee eee ne te March 20 
1,7) Wee OD ree GE: 9s Renee nD SIUC LS Falco hee ae cts Lo as 0) fy A CR” en March 21 
TA a WY UO eects ig lectictocan CS PO UNC MS Pen 2. Ss ecccee eae cass Ls FeV 6: ee ee March 31 
Traffic 

Margaret D. Baker................. OSes) eee eR TAC Be eeoauiastccntead April 28 
Carole C, Barker... caus O perator..........cecccceeeceeeeeeeeeeee |b ct: a @ | 5) ee ene a April 22 
Mildred | 2 aa «$1 ee Re ee Ee Operator POF a ST RITES eS mene David City Lcdpinkdian esanwtnaees ea weusil A pril 14 
104 a ga Paw 018194 (| Cee ee ee eee O perator......cecceeccceeeceeeceeeeeees |B colo ||: eae es Re April 8 
Molt Ee Broa oi ccetinaays O perator....-..-. 0 ooo oeeceeeee ee “PCM NSE ic ose eee. March 17 
Carol Jb. BrOers icc coocecs es eesens O perator........eceeccceecececeeeceeeee Nebraska City......c.2ucic.02.. April 1 
Phyllis: Loe Brianner cc scat. O perator.......eececceececceccecececeee AN CO We Ade eeatoaes cece: March 25 
Bath: B.Com eG. icc eccsctecmcaas O perator........ececccccececeeececeeeeee PO RETIC ao, i cen npacaenarosteoios April 22 
I fers: Sm 3 | een eeme eels enone O peratOteeececcceccecceceeeeeeccee. Bea | oo Sc April 7 
Myrna Js Engle: cacncn cca. Operator......-..ccccccceeeeceeeeceee eee LF 31 sc) | c oe eneneeRmee en pr een March 25 
Imogene Aw Poleyec.c.sccc..n.. Operator.......eeeocccceeceeccceeeeeeeeee pa 9 | ae eee April 14 
Agnes A. Foremati.c.icccs-.: Operator........000-0---0----- LRT soc) | s aan eee nore April 22 
Delores M. Gardnet............... OC) Peratot..nccccneecsshcce veces occece. ce. p eo! Denner OE ant ner rr March 31 
Charlotte M. Hansen............. O perator......ecocceeccececceeecce DCO NAc cecicteiclacantuamnescniees April 14 
Nellie Henby........-------+------+ Contract Chief Operator........Ruskin.........00.00 eee April 24 
Natalie L. Hermida................ Operator................. PEEP OO oo goa autiinc Sec puso tenoalontes April 1 
Mary A. Jacque...........-.----..--- Operator.........0.....-000------- Ogee ca es epotae April 8 
Donna L. Jeppesen................ Operator..........000. 103 9 (ce ene O eo mOeeS April 21 
Joy L. Joyce...--------:::1:sseee Operator........oocooococceeeeceeeeeeeee |e | ee ee Renee April 7 
Dona E. Krueget.................... Operator. .........0... PV ABUSES ce csoss cece 5h 2 cactcal March 24 
Maris Ac Duisehis. jcwipecactses Operator... ba") st [6 eae eae eee ere April 10 
Dorothy R. Mathias............... Operatorecc cece. DOREY ICE distin che sae acdneeasas April 4 
Ellen. Fis. Wie tices cect Operator... cceececeeeee ee Ls Seo |v haere eer ne eer April 14 
Barbara L. Portrey................. Operator... ceccecceece DOA GRC ota Abidadustan tees: March 24 
Paice Ee RCM ES orct cah tack ache nice CUB CEREO HS cence eo sen wdchegescicecs POAC ED ace April 7 
Jinn: ec TOUT cess tee ecceaed Operator... ceeccecceeccece WY FOE Eos eco ens rarencenwteness March 26 
Shirley 7k. SCHUM fcc ivaes Operator.......-..00-...... MOOG eccalaugue eaitieanyanicaakine March 31 
Irene K. Schwarty ccc CVC TACOC Licks hoc cote ea ICO ste coroners sdanaedSeus April 1 
Budine .Mi.. Sextonnicc4 cc. Operator.......0c-cccceeccceeeee. | Bi phere) fs Ramee tem aner eee renee April 28 
Leslie IN, Simticcce ere cee CVePAGO Ts csi oie eos rselen ee cg WORE a estt oetsente March 26 
Pvoee: |. SN Ver: cairn: Operator.......0000000--00---- iy FG) 6) 2 eee eee ee March 24 
Alice H. Sobotta...........02....... Operator... ccceccecee ee. Tecumsehicciccccnc occ ce. sbeted ies March 24 
Donna J. Stephens................. O peratorin..ceecccecccceecceeeceeece eee. PYG BOY tcc ies ese rtatecet April 7 
Caroline E. Sullivan..............- O perator.....-.ceccoecececceeecceeeeee ee 51a 6 a 6 ee a en April 10 
BOP OUES The NV ACB ce ieiyecceees oesecnes OP GPAGOE oi ssn le ahecaciescvep saenen AE A Orne iets ducanstntanctattesae April 21 
WY tlm. [ui WW COR cacercee cena ee OVBE TAOS: foes eseehne sth ORT ETI OT oo ooe saceerannacasienkssaives April 21 
Irene F. Wernet..........--.-------- OOS PALO eS sid ese seo ita eec dec DANSON ccieseussava ished Suen: March 31 
Marlys J. Wicken................... CUR OL ACO re isccoiciveencecdenccinecivtelaby MTC OE sche ce cdtvecetiaes o2oignicat. April 8 
Oletha M. Williams............... Oey 2150) en eee nee eee TAD CO een cesavcuscvesanaue: Seen April 22 


Golfers and Wohlberg — Attention 


Secretary Dewey Nelsen has announced the date and place of the spring tourna: 
ment of the Lincoln Telephone Employees Golf Association. 

It’s Sunday, June 15, and the place is Pioneer Golf Course at Lincoln. 

Better dust off those clubs, oil up those creeking joints and we'll be seeing you 
on the first tee. Every male employee is invited and there will be prizes galore for 
both good and bad golf. A following bulletin will give full information. 


Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Little Changes 


Phyllis A. Jacobsen Marjorie A. Simonek 


Cashier 


Wahoo 


Service Rep. 


Lincoln 


Marfae L. Wergin Rolland R. Winders 


Service Rep. Senior Clerk 


Lincoln Lincoln 


Commercial 
Phyllis A. Jacobsen, clerk to service repre- 
sentative, Lincoln. 
Marfae L. Wergin, clerk to service repre- 
sentative, Lincoln. 


Marjorie A. Simonek, operator, Traffic, to 
cashier, Wahoo. 
Plant 
G. R. Bossung, splicer’s helper to splicer, 
Lincoln Construction. 
; 7 
W. K. Eltiste, driver-lineman,. Construction. 
to lineman, Nebraska City. 


Francis D. Nichelson, lineman. Lincoln to 
Wahoo. 


Howard V. Sieler, clerk to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln Supply. 
Rolland R. Winders, advanced clerk to sen- 
ior clerk, Lincoln Supply. 
Traffic 
Nellie Henby, appointed contract chief oper 
ator, Ruskin. 
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Service Birthdays 
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Ivan Paddack 


Lincoln 
30 Years 


Minnie I. Allen 


Lincoln 
25 Years 


Forty-Nine Years 
George J. Woods (Director), Mark W. 
Woods (Director), Lincoln. 

Thirty-Eight Years 
G. W. Hansen, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
J. H. Hartley, H. G. White, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Six Years 
R. S. Baldwin, G. C. Mann, Otto Nelsen, 
C. G. Riedel, Lincoln. 

Thirty-One Years 
J. L. Baxter, W. J. Knudson, C. F. Peach- 


man, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
Ivan Paddack, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Eight Years 
T. B. Chinnock, Lincoln: Irene Swan, 
David City. 
Twenty-Seven Years 


W. K. Eno, L. C. Jenkins, M. H. Metcalf, 
Lincoln: Hilda M. Johanns, Plattsmouth: 
R. E. Wait, Stromsburg. 
Twenty-Five Years 
Minnie I. Allen, Lincoln; H. O. Gillespie, 
Beatrice. 
Twenty-Four Years 
A. L. Johnson, J. E. Smith, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Three Years 
Moreane I. Alldritt, E. J. 
Hastings: R. E. Mills, Lincoln. 
Nineteen Years 
Verna Alexander, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 


L W. Cleveland, Almyra M. Metcalf, 


Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 


R. R. Winders, Lincoln. 
Fifteen Years 

P. J. Garvey, Lincoln. 
Fourteen Years 


Erika A. Headinan, Stromsburg. 


Flowerday, 


H. O. Gillespie 


Beatrice 
25 Years 


P. J. Garvey 


Lincoln 
15 Years 


Thirteen Years 
Hazel B. Neugebauer, Beatrice. 


Eleven Years 


Mary C. Ormand, Lincoln. 


Ten Years 
+ 1 
Jacob Albrandt, Paul Henson, Lincoln. 


Nine Years 


M. J. Brandt, Beatrice; Viola O. Clough, 
R. B. Hobson, Lincoln: Thelma L. Tritsch, 
Plattsmouth. 

Eight Years 


Dorothy M. Brandt, Beatrice. 
Seven Years 
J. G. Durr, Nebraska City: W. L. Eckles, 


Ir., Tecumseh: C. R. Stock, Georgia R. 
Story, D. C. Weaver, Lincoln. 
Six Years 
Olga S. Andersen, Superior; Anna M. 
Bott, Hastings; Francis I. Duryea, Dawson; 
Ruth A. Kiesow, Beatrice: R. W. Slote, 
Lincoln: Beatrice M. Sundberg, York. 
Five Years 
Bonnie J. Biggs, Nebraska City: Sarah E, 
Flower, Goldia Simons, Joyce Grabowski, 
Lincoln: C. P. Franzen, Pawnee City: Lucille 
M. Helgoth, David City: J. J. Keogh, 
Hastings: Genevieve A. Graff, Ada I. Shipp, 
York. 


Virgil Workman Dies 


f fies many Nebraska friends of 
Mayme Workman were saddened 
to read of the death of her husband, 
Virgil S. Workman, at their home in 
Springfield, Illinois, on April 7. Mayme 
is traffic editor of “Telephony” maga- 
zine and executive secretary of the Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneer Association. 
Mr. Workman had been assisting in the 
voluminous duties in connection wit 

Pioneer work for the past several years. 
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Jacob Albrandt 


Lincoln 
10 Years 


Paul Henson 


Lincoln 
10 Years 


Mrs. Workman made her last appear- 
ance in Lincoln as honored guest at 
last year’s Pioneer banquet. She has 
also attended several telephone con: 
ventions held in Lincoln and Omaha. 
The News offers its sincere sympathy. 


The Carl Franzens became the parents of 
a baby girl on March 29. Her name 18 
Diane Carol, and her father works in the 
Plant Department at Pawnee City. 


Pennie Jo Schweitzer made her appear’ 
ance on April 21 at the home of the R. R. 
Schweitzers. Mr. Schweitzer is a member of 
the Lincoln Service Department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Keedy announce 
the birth of a baby girl, Deborah Lynn. The 
little miss was born April 1. Mr. Keedy 3s 
with the Construction Department at Auburn. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bill Barry are the proud. 
parents of a baby girl, Colleen Rae, born 
April 8. Bill is a member of the Osceola 
Plant Department. 


David Earl, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Kennedy, made his appearance April 17. 
Papa Bob is a member of the Lincoln Engi’ 
neering Department. 
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Call By Number 


When you put in a long distance call, 
give the operator the number if you 
know it. Most calls go through twice 
as fast when you do this. If you don’t 
know the number she will get it for 
you. Then jot it down in your directory 
for future use. 
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Eastern District 
Betty Miles, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Darlene Kubr is the proud wearer of a 
diamond. Congratulations Darlene! 
Norma Woolsey is leaving us in the near 
future to join her husband who is in the 
service. Norma was honored at a canasta 
party and was presented with a gift from 
the group. Donna Hotovy is the first 
to start the vacations rolling this year. She 
is spending her time with relatives in 
Dwight. The Commercial and Plant 
Departments are busy getting things in 
readiness for the conversion of the Brainard 
exchange to dial. 


Nebraska City Area 

Vera Orton and Mavis Mohlman, Correspondents 

Visitors at the Nebraska City office this 
month were A. O. Andrews, T. C. Cone, 
Myra Metcalf, and Mr. and Mrs. Hansen 
of the A. T. & T. Office. . . . Carol Broers 
is learning the “trade” in the Commercial 
Dept. She replaced Mary Emshoff who is 
now going to college. . . . During the recent 
flood, Vera Orton ‘helped out by making 
sandwiches with one of the many groups 
serving food, and Ethyl Armstrong acted 
as hostess at the Canteen. Cleora 
Lawrence spent part of this month visiting 
her husband in Ft. Campbell, Kentucky. 

_ Veltha Poggemeyer has been in Kansas 
City, Mo., caring for her sister who is ill. 
_. . Eva Schmidt has replaced Agnes Gus- 
tafson as Chief Operator at Dunbar. We 
wish to welcome Mrs. Schmidt to the Ne- 
braska City Area... . We are sorry to hear 
that Gwendolyn Durr has been sick during 
the past month. Miss Metcalf was a 
recent visitor in our Syracuse office. 
Donna Mae Jacobson has been making fre- 
quent trips to Fort Riley, Kansas, to see 
her husband who is stationed there with 
the U. S. Army. Chet Bayard is no 
doubt spending his evenings at home enjoy- 
ing his new TV set. Helen Eis and 
Mavis Mohlman visited the telephone office 
at Palmyra recently. The screen and 
doors at the local exchange got a new coat 
of green paint this week. . . . Sharon France 
and Roleen Ehlers attended the music fes- 
tival held at Auburn, April 18 and 19. 
Lou Ann Engelbrecht got up extra early 
one morning to get her car out of the 
garage before the ground thawed. She 
drove it to work at 6:00 AM and also took 
it down town at 10:00 AM after getting 
off work. She did her grocery shopping 
and having forgotten about driving her car 
down town walked home with an armful 
of groceries. When she got home she re- 
membered she had forgotten her car and 
had to walk back after it. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Now that the flood waters are receding 
our boys have been busy putting the tele- 
phones back in service they had removed 
during the high water stage. Lines were 
kept in service at the pumping station with 
the boys getting out there by side car and 
boat to keep the phones in service. Next 
coming up is all the road grading etc. which 
calls for moving of lots of poles so there’s 
no rest ahead. During the flood, Mr. 
Reed, wire chief, brought his “Ham” radio 
set to the office and assisted relaying mes- 
sages along the way. It was most inter- 
esting for the rest of us in the office and 
we were always well informed of the flood 
situation. Tip Johanns returned from 
a two day visit in the Lincoln office, with 
several other chief operators and she re- 
ports a most pleasant as well as educational 
time was had while there. She looked a 
bit weary though so we kind of think ’twas 
not all “educational.” Marvin Koch 
is sporting a new Riviera, very neat, Mar- 
vin. They say Buicks are very nice cars 
to ride in—well, we can wait till he asks us. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

Finally we have had a little excitement 
around the office. We all were wondering 
the other day if we had our life insurance 
paid or if we should get more, when the 
furnace blew up—not only once but four 
times. The Seward guys and gals really 
know now what it is to be in the “Atomic 
Age.” We got everything under control 
when a repairman from Lincoln came out. 
No damage was done, mostly “jittery 
nerves.” . .. Lydia Krieghshauser attended 
a meeting in Lincoln April 17 & 18. 
Berniece Mueller of Commercial attended 


the Ice Capades in Omaha recently. ...A 
group of the gals attended a no-host party 
at the Lone Oak in Lincoln on April 17 
honoring Miss Beverly Biven, a former 
employee who will be married May 18. A 
good time was had by all and she was 
presented with a gift. We’re all won- 
dering who will be next. Why? Because 
Jeanette Hartman broke out with a good 
case of measles while on duty April 22. 
Kinda wonder how many will have them 
by the next time the News comes out. 


Wahoo News 
Mary Beaty, Correspondent 

We are sorry to say goodbye to Julia 
Henger who has left us to be with her 
husband in N. C. who is serving in the U. S. 
Marines. ... Lujean Nichelson has departed 
after a short stay with us. She moved to 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado, to be with 
her husband... . Margie Simanek has been 
transferred to the Commercial Dept. She 
replaced Alyce Rezac who resigned and 
will become Mrs. in the near future. Lots 
of happiness, Alyce. . . . Vickie Kuncl, who 
is recuperating after a foot operation, will 
soon be back to work and as good as new. 
Hurry back because we miss you and we 
bet all your friends at the dances do too. 
See you soon. ... Mr. and Mrs. Dewey 
Olsen and John Lee attended the Shrine 
Circus at Omaha. Hazel Hagenbuck, Mae 
Beatry, Bernice Roberson, Mary Ann Peters, 
Francis Bordovsky, Violet Hallaway, Betty 
Styskal, Mildred Lanik and Ann Tenapir 
attended the Ice Capades in Omaha, re- 
ported it really was beautiful. . . . Look at 
Rosemary Hladik’s third finger, left hand— 
she accomplished what every girl dreams 
of. Best wishes, Rosie. Francis Bor- 
dovsky took her first airplane ride over the 
flood area in Omaha and Council Bluffs, Ia. 


Men of the Lincoin and general commercial departments got together at the Cornhusker 
last month for a dinner honoring the former General Commercial Superintendent and new 
Vice President, Merle Hale, and the new General Commercial Superintendent, K. L. Lawson. 
Seated, left to right, A. B. Waters, Ken Lawson, Merle Hale, Ken Boshart and George Wal- 
roth; standing, Jack Caldwell, Bill Quinn, Bill Burt, Waldo McDowell, Alex Geist, Bedric 
Wanek, George Ramsey, Howard Spahnle, Dean Hamilton, Chauncey Eggerss, Lee Schlentz 
and Ot Gorman. Joe Hartley took the picture. 
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She came back all in one piece and not a 
bit nervous. . Bob Berggren, who is in 
Uncle Sam’s navy came back to visit his 
old friends in our office. . . . Bernice Ro- 
berson accompanied her husband to Oregon, 
from there he will be shipped overseas. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 
Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


Spring is really here—the girls blossom 
out in new spring dresses, sore muscles de- 
velop from working in the yard, any free 
time is spent trying to get a suntan and 
ending with a burn, and Don Nelson is 
sporting a fuzz cut. What better proof is 
needed? Gosh, but we are proud of 
our bowling champs! The Men’s Accounting 
team, leading by a large margin of wins to 
cop the bowling trophy for the second con- 
secutive year, are indeed to be congratu- 
lated. . . . Alice Meyers came to work one 
morning looking as though she had been on 
the wrong side of an argument. Her arm 
and leg were badly bruised, however, she 
didn’t have a black eye. The truth of the 
matter is she fell down a flight of stairs 
while doing her housework. Bertha 
Mae Ward worked up her courage and had 
her tonsils out. She is now spending a few 
days at home _ recuperating. Betty 
Tribble is thinking of having her insurance 
doubled. She was standing by the sink 
working, when out of no where the mail 
cart came zooming at her. Harold Brady 
and Jack Geist had been using it to carry 
paper, and it suddenly got away from them. 
One of the spectators commented that had 
the sink been a trifle lower, Betty would 
have jumped into it in her hurry to get out 
of the way. . Lydia Holloway comes to 
work in style now. She and her husband 
are the new owners of a dark green Stude- 


Safe Drivers Are Honored 


(ee employees of the Com- 
pany were cited by the Kiwanis 
Club of Lincoln last month for their 
records of driving motor vehicles with- 
out accident for terms ranging up to 
20 years. 

Presentation of the awards was made 
by Dr. Frank Court at the annual ban- 
quet sponsored by Kiwanis for this 
purpose. It was held this year at Cotner 
Terrace. 

LT€&T drivers who have records of 
15 or more years are A. T. Albers, 
C. C. Donley, J. A. Dobbs, A. C. King, 
(. ©. Seaton, and Fred Strasser, who 
have 20 years; D. C. Travis, 19; W. H. 
Spurlock, 18; J. T. May, 17; R. A. Carl. 
son, 152 KR. L. Ghraton, 15. and. HA. 8. 


Knudson; 15. 


A welcome visitor last month was P. M. 
Ferguson, Jr., assistant manager and engineer 
of the Mankato Citizens Telephone Company 
of Mankato, Minnesota. Mr. Ferguson is 
shown here at right talking to I. J. Devoe, 
general auditor, about the Company's account- 
ing methods and particularly about our sys- 
tem of microfilming toll tickets and other 
records. Mr. Ferguson was accompanied by 
his father, P. M. Ferguson, Sr., vice president 
and general manager, and others of the 


Mankato company. 


baker. . . . Dick Spohn recently spent some 
time planting trees and shrubs around his 
new home. Diane Ulrich is convinced 
that there are people in this world up to 
no good. She went home one week-end, 
and when returning, someone took her suit- 
case containing her uncashed check, and 
a large amount of summer clothing. We 
hope it turns up before long, Diane. 

Bob Ross’ trouble isn’t dealing with cats 
anymore. It’s squirrels. About 3 years 
ago, two squirrels worked their way in 
between the walls of his home, and made 
a merry racket especially at night. Finally 
Bob solved the problem by cementing their 
entrance when he saw one squirrel come out. 
Unknown to Bob, the other squirrel was 
still in the house. Needless to say the 
squirrel died a few days later (probably 
from lonesomeness) and left a terrific odor. 
The other tenant in the house thought the 
Rosses were doing some bad cooking, and 
Bob thought they were guilty. Finally the 
truth came to light, and the odor passed. 
This year again, a squirrel has gained en- 
trance into their house, but Bob is sure 
his treatment for exterminating the little 
rodent’s fun will be different than before. 


Commercial Department 


Lincoln Business Office 

Phyllis Otte, Associate Editor 
April Fool’s Day started this month off 
with a bang—for further information of the 
fatal day Ruth Hall will reluctantly tell of 
her harrowing experience with a loaded 
cigarette. Regardless of the dreary 
weather, everyone seemed to enjoy the 
Easter holiday. Helen Shelquist traveled 
to her home in Iowa and had quite a bit of 
trouble getting back over the Muddy Mo 
River. Lois Brauckmuller, who drives 
in from Waverly every morning, has had 
more than her share of flat tires and muddy 
roads to contend with. However, her patience 
was almost completely exhausted the other 
evening when she was picking her way to 
her car in the parking lot trying not to get 
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her shoes muddy, when a gentleman in a 
big hurry sailed by in his car, splashing 
Lois from head to foot with mud. Lois May 
not be big but we're sure if she ever got her 
hands on that. particular person?! tk 
Spring vacations have begun in this office. 
At this writing Ruth Boots and her hus. 
band are touring Texas and Mexico ang 
Myrtle Henline and her husband are ep. 
joying an extensive trip to the West Coast. 


Construction Department 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Our vacation season has officially opened, 
Francis Lewis is vacationing at his home in 
Kansas. Leroy Winscot also spent his vaca- 
tion at home in David City due to sickness 
in the family. We sincerely hope Mrs. Win- 
scot is steadily improving. Lyle Higgins 
took his two weeks vacation just prior to 
going on military leave of absence. The 
draft caught Lyle—we wish him the best of 
luck. ... We understand Clarence Eitz- 
mann is on his way home from Europe and 
expects to be discharged soon. Lyle Reig- 
hard was in to see us. He is another of our 
fellows who left with the company unit in 
September of 1950. He is out of the army 
now and will be reporting for work on May 
12. Jack Jantze, a member of the Naval 
Reserve, is on a two weeks leave of ab- 
sence and has gone on a naval cruise... - 
We are sorry to report that Roy Mills is 
on the sick list, but hope he will be feeling 
like his old self soon and be back at work. 

. Don Utterson, who met with a very 
serious accident on March 12, reported for 
work in the shop on April 14. Don is weat- 
ing a cast but seems to be doing fine. 
Just recently he has been assisting “Swede” 
Foster with his inspection work. . - : 
On May Ist we had a bit of a disaster 
when a garage caught fire at the rear of 
1844 Washington. It was necessary to 
replace approximately ten feet of cable and 
a terminal but everything was back in 
working order in a matter of hours—thanks 
to cable splicers Cy Hutchison and Mack 
Nickell and their helpers, Bob Turner and 
John Witmer. 


Lincoln Service Department 


Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Ivan Paddack took part of his vacation 
this month. He spent a week with his 
daughter at Cheyenne, Wyoming... . Bob 
Stall is now on vacation and is spending 
it at home with his family. . . . The Switch- 
room held a stag party on April 11 at 
Ideal Hall. Apparently everyone had 4 
good time. . . . William Cotton, Jr., Oliver 
Hoffman and Eldon Drewell, back from 
the Service, have started work in our de- 
partment. Eldon and Orlin Watley will 
be next door neighbors after June 1. Yep» 
that’s right, they bought themselves houses. 

. Enjoying vacations at this writing are 
E. J. Kalkwarf, A. E. Lamberson, and J. D. 
Green, .. The outdoor theatres are quite 
popular around here. Don Gilmore and 
Glenn Obert spend all their evenings at 
them—working of course. Don works 
at one and Glenn at the other. 
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Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


The Army is minus another of our group. 
Dean Hobson is overjoyed to be home 
again after a hitch of nineteen months. His 
experience while in the Army convinced 
Dean that he wanted to continue in clerical 
work, and he has been assigned to the Sup- 
ply Office force. . .. Just a few vacations 
have been marked off our list. Phil Gar- 
vey’s trip to Mexico is the first away-from- 
home vacation. He is convinced early spring 
is the ideal time to travel. . . . Lester Ellis 
has a week of his vacation behind him, in 
which he attempted to get caught up on 
the never ending spring work around home. 

- Mrs. Michel (Shirley Norton prior to 
April 27th) is naturally thrilled about her 
honeymoon vacation spent in Colorado. .. . 
Wayne Robinette stopped in to say hello 
(and goodbye) to his Shop friends. He 
was in transit to the Azores. He had been 
stationed in Massachusetts. “Barney” 
Barnett is most happy with his new Ford. 

. Ernie Royce says his car is not new, 
but a different one. It’s powerfully good 
looking, nevertheless, and a Buick. It’s 
just screaming California, Here We Come! 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Since May days are here again, our place 
has really taken on a new appearance. 
Summer dresses and other sure signs of 
the changing season are good to see.... 
Lola and Ruth Hetherington spent a recent 
weekend at Lawrence. . . . Rexine Bretta’s 
neighborhood was really aroused to action 
one day while she was at work and her 
husband was at home. One of her small 
sons was suddenly discovered missing by 
his dad and everyone turned out to search. 
Someone, deciding to search the house, 
found the two-and-a-half year old boy in 


MEMORANDUM 


Your Personnel Office has ocea- 
sionally been embarrassed because 
accident, sickness and death cases 
are not reported to it for appro- 
priate action. 

Those who have the respon- 
sibility of reporting such cases are 
reminded that every case should 
be reported promptly. 

Your wholehearted co-operation 
in obtaining information and 
making prompt reports will elim- 
inate the feeling on the part of 
some that there is discrimination 
or that they have been overlooked 
or forgotten. 

Walter F. Roberts, 


Director of Personnel 


Congratulations are in 
order for Bob Hale, cen- 
ter, who was elected 
Master Counselor of ihe 
Lincoln Chapter of the 
Order of DeMolay last 
month. Bob, the son of 
Vice President Merle M. 
Hale, is an active worker 
in DeMolay circles. At his 
left is Kay Woolman, sen- 
ior counselor and at righi 
is Loyd Reed, junior coun- 
selor. 


the television room where he had turned 
on the instrument and was quietly enjoying 
a program. ... Hazel Nichols visited her 
daughter and family in Great Bend, Kans., 
and incidentally, also learned to bowl while 
there. . . . Della Wilcox visited her mother 
in Blackwill, Okla., on a recent weekend. 

. Kathryn Barnes visited in Lawrence, 
Kans., recently. Irene Hampp visited 
in Beaver Crossing at the home of her par- 
ents. ... Helen Krieger spent a recent 
weekend in Denver. Melba Richards 
vacationed in Houston, Tex., and other 
places south. Minnie Allen has re- 
turned to work after a seige of the flu.... 
One morning recently, Arlene Fitzpatrick, 
trusting to her “woman’s intuition” to tell 
her what the time was, shut off the alarm 
and went back to bed. Result: Just a wee 
bit late! . . . Dorothy Darnold has adopted 
a new hair decoration. One day we beheld 
a toll ticket resting snugly in her hair at a 
very cute angle. We hesitated to remark, 
not knowing whether it was a “new fad” or 
just what! We were finally enlightened. 
She didn’t know it was there. Mary 
Jane Arthur and Marlene Thompson are 
recent parakeet owners and report them to 
be very interesting. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Goldia Simons, Associate Editor 


We were glad to have four of our terri- 
torial chief operators visit the Lincoln office. 
Those who honored us with their presence 
were: Miss Helen Aderman, Geneva; Miss 
Margaret Bethscheider, Hebron; Mrs. Erma 
J. Keenan, Superior; and Miss Lydia Krieg- 
hauser, Seward. We hope you girls enjoyed 
your visit and will return again. ... Myra 
Metcalf has the distinction of being our 
first vacationer. She and her room-mate 
vacationed for two weeks in the South. 
The first stop was Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa; then on to Houston, Texas; New 
Orleans, Louisiana; Mobile, Alabama; and 
back to New Orleans; St. Louis, Missouri, 
end home again. After checking with Myra’s 
room-mate, we find that she behaved very 
well, leaving no mischievous deeds to re- 
port. Well, nevertheless, we say, ‘‘Welcome, 
Traveler,’ we are glad you had such a 
nice time and returned safe and sound... . 

After many months of anxious waiting, 
Arlene Higgins and hubby, Art, finally were 
permitted to move into their new home. We 
were certainly glad to hear the house was 
finished before the move was made. Had 
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they moved at the time Arlene had in mind, 
someone would have gotten hit in the head 
with a hammer! When is the house-warm- 
ing, Arlene? . Lt. and Mrs. Vincent O. 
Adams are the proud parents of a baby 
girl. Most of you will remember Mrs. 
Adams as Darlene Johannes, formerly of 
our department. The little lady was named 
Catherine Sue. Darlene and Vince now 
live in Lubbock, Texas. 


Southern District 


Paula Oite, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 


This month has started with one vaca- 
tion, that of Alice Haddox. She is spend- 
ing her time at home. ... Mr. Guthrie 
and Delane have been busy installing equip- 
ment for 200 new lines in Auburn. You 
might say that we have been flooded with 
rush flood orders. . .. Marcus Johnson and 
family have moved to a new apartment. 
Shirley Snyder, of Plattsmouth, visited here 
this month. Dorothy Gillispie has trans- 
ferred to Hastings where her folks now 
live. Claudine, with her mother and Leta, 
spent Monday in Lincoln shopping. So 
soon after Easter, girls! Margie Bohling 
poured for a wedding at the Timbercreek 
Lutheran Church. Claudine was a mem- 
ber of the choir that sang Palm Sunday 
at the High School Auditorium. Leta, who 
attended, reported it was beautiful. Oakel 
Butler had a very pleasant visit from her 
son, Paul, Junior. He has returned and 
expects to be aboard the ship USS Gen- 
eral Butler as a First Class Seaman. 
June Bippes has been proudly showing a 
box of handkerchiefs which were embroi- 
dered with “Sweetheart.” It seems they 
came from Texas. . .. We have word that 
Marjorie Wilhelms, former operator and 
Commercial Clerk at Auburn, has a new 
baby boy born April 14 at Fairbury. 

If you heard a timid voice on the radio 
recently and thought it sounded familiar, 
you were right. Nadine Moritz was inter- 
viewed by the “Man On The Street” while 
in St. Joe recently. Mr. and Mrs. Mc- 
Vay have been planting garden already. It 
seems some redecorating of the house is 
also being done. Betty Bassinger has 
a new little brother-in-law by the name of 
Ralph H. Bassinger. He was born April 
15 at Auburn. Emma Lee DeJonge, 


Humboldt Cashier, is vacationing at her 
She is busy starting a lot 


country home. 
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of baby chickens and at spring house clean- 
ing. Ivan Haith did some sand-bagging on 
the Missouri River at Rulo Saturday night 
and when he returned home at 6:00 A.M. 
on Sunday he had no trouble getting to 
sleep. 
Beatrice Area 

Bonnie Weier and Clara Zehrung, Correspondents 


Phyllis Workman with five of her girl 
friends enjoyed a vacation in Colorado. 
Just when we least expected it, Bette 
Puckett surprised us; not with one ring 
but with two!! We all wish you happiness 
Mrs. Dunn. At this time our toll stu- 
dents are: Orma Champ and Twylah Jones. 
Their instructor—vVirginia Coon. Frank 
Fisher spent Thursday in Lincoln. Donna 
Wehling attended the Ice Capades while 
in Omaha recently. 


Fairbury Area 
Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 

A covered dish supper was held the first 
of the month in the basement. The Com- 
mittee in charge: Ricka Schenk, Emilie 
Bleich and Martha Vculek. Mary Jackson 
and Annabelle Stocker showed pictures, 
taken while on their vacation last summer. 
From all reports everyone had a good time. 
Mathilda Alpers is in Dallas, Texas, 

this weekend visiting her niece. Betty 
Furry went to her home at Fort Scott, 
Kansas, last weekend. Jeanne Lytton’s 
brother and his family were here for the 
Easter vacation. Eileen Robinson is slowly 
recuperating following a recent tonsillec- 
tomy. Dorcas Slater spent the weekend in 
Lincoln visiting her daughter and family. 
Bernice Bauer spent the weekend of April 
4 visiting her sister in Concordia, Kansas. 
Durwood Gollehon, of the Plant, spent the 
past week at Wilber changing farm tele- 
phones to automatic. Jack Caley, of the 
Plant, has been off duty with an ear in- 
fection. T. E. Longdon and wife enjoyed 
the Ice Capades in Omaha recently. E. J. 
Schemmerhorn, of the Plant, has been ill 


with the flu. 
Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Raymond Johnson participated in a bas- 
ketball tournament recently. The Tecumseh 


team, of which he is a member, took home 
the trophy. 
were honorees at a bridal shower given 
March 25. Darlene’s wedding day was 
April 7 and Belva’s April 18. Both girls 
worked in the ‘Traffic Department. and 
Darlene is continuing to do so. Sterling 
Nelson and Dave Guthrie, of Auburn, were 
visitors recently. Kennie Lanspa spent a 
weekend visiting his sister in Scottsbluff. 
He left there with plenty of time to drive 
home but the car seemed to have other 
ideas and Kennie got back just in time for 
work Monday morning. During the recent 
Missouri flood Kennie was called to Auburn 
for duty with the National Guard. 
Norma Lee’s husband underwent surgery 
in the Veterans Hospital, at Lincoln, and 
at this time he is recuperating at home. 
Now she can be sure that he follows just 
what the doctor orders. Della Hazen’s hus- 
band has arrived home from Korea and 
when his leave has expired will report to 
Camp Carson, Colorado. Della has _ re- 
signed, from the Traffic Department, and 
plans to accompany him. Tyler Ryan and 
Irby Halverstadt attended funeral services 
for the late Frank H. Woods, in Lincoln, 
April 4. Weekend travelers included 
Clara’ Costello, who visited her sister in 
Omaha; and Bill Eckles, who went fishing 
at Cambridge (and found the creek banks 
rather damp for snoozing). Henri Goracke 
and Mary Kalin stopped in the telephone 
office in Auburn recently, and then went 
to see Wanda (Remmers) Carman. She 
finally had to serve them lunch (to prove 
that she could at least make coffee) be- 
fore they’d leave. Henri was in Brownville 
to see the Missouri flood damage, but 
spent most of the time climbing hills for 
a better view and as a result hardly had 
the energy to get back to the car. 
Herold Drake suffered a minor injury when 
a locust thorn became embedded in his 
hand. He was able to continue working, 
however, after a physician removed the 
thorn. Nancy Wilson is flashing a 
lerge diamond on her third finger, left 
hand. Jim Smith is being a little more 
careful about any rash promises he makes. 
One of the fellas in the Plant Depart- 
ment was selling chances on some fishing 
tackle so Jim promised to take 30,000 of 
them if Waldo Harrington would take one. 
Well, Waldo didn’t run true-to-form, and 
took one. Now Jim’s hoping no one re- 
members his rash _ statement. Tyler 
Ryan had ordered a goose, and it was de- 
livered to him at the Telephone Office, 
already frozen. The only thing he could 
think of to do with it was file it under 
“Miscellaneous.”” Avis Collar, Cashier at 
Pawnee City, had her vacation early this 
year so she could spend it with her hus- 
band, who has just been discharged from 
the Naval Reserve. They reported a won- 
derful time but that the weeks were too 
short. 


Darlene and Belva Robinson 


Wilber Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Alfred Parde, Durwood Gollehon, Berl 
Strayer, and Leon Rezny are busy chang- 
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ing rural telephones, getting ready for the 
dial conversion. Norma Fort, operator, ang 
husband attended a Standard Oil Conven. 
tion in Omaha recently. .. . Visitors at the 
home of Adela Stehlik, Chief Operator, 
and family were her sister Mrs. Russel] 
Holcombe and Mr. Holcombe and gop 
Dick from Sheridan, Wyoming, and he, 
brother Robert W. McElroy and Mrg. 
McElroy and daughters Cathryn and Ro. 
bertta from Boulder, Colorado. . . . Laving 
McElroy and husband attended the Ice 
Capades in Omaha, April 12... . Fern 
Jacobs was elected President of the Re. 
beccas. Jo Ann Znamenacek, Cashier, at- 
tended the Ice Capades at Omaha, April 12, 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 
Helen Carol Hedden was absent from 
work for a few days with the measles. . . 
Gracie Diekhoff spent the week end of April 
25 in Golden, Colorado, visiting her brother 
and family... . Chief Operator Helen Ader- 
mann spent two days in Lincoln touring the 
office and shopping. . . . Birthday treats the 
past month included two luscious cakes. 


Hastings Area 
Jessie Van Trump, Correspondent 

Irene Utecht returned to work April first, 
after a month’s honeymoon trip through the 
South which included some time spent in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. . . . Leota Bovard 
is convalescing at the Mary Lanning Hos- 
pital following an appendectomy. . . . Ruth 
Compton returned to work after a very 
enjoyable vacation. She and her husband 
drove to their daughter’s home in Fulton, 
Missouri. From there they drove to Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, to visit. Their small grand- 
son, Phillip Bonner, accompanied them to 
Louisville. . . . On April 19 and 20, Marie 
Pearson and Anna Larson attended the Busi- 
ness and Professional Woman’s Club con- 
vention which was held at the Cornhusker 
Hotel in Lincoln. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 

Kathryn Kutlas and Joan ‘Thompson 
spent a busy day in Lincoln doing their 
Easter shopping. . . . Elaine Holtzen spent 
a week-end in Salina, Kansas, and we ex- 
tend to her our sympathy in her recent be- 
reavement. . . . Manager Wellman was con- 
fined to his home a few days with the flu. 

- Regina Bethscheider was also on the 
sick list with the flu. . . . Miss Markuson, 
the traveling Chief Operator, was in Hebron 
a few days. . A strange thing happened 
when Frances Marolf was working at the 
switchboard. She fell off her chair, and 
Says it was caused by a shock from a rural 
line. 


Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 
Vacations have started, and it seems Jim 
Hatfield, combinationman at Polk, picked 
the right two weeks to take life easy. Any- 
way, it didn’t snow. Elvera Parks, 
cashier at Osceola, has returned to work 


It is pleas- 
ant to be a lady of leisure but also nice 
to be back to work. The flowers from the 


following her recent operation. 


Company were surely appreciated. . . . Con- 
gratulations are in order for Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Barry, who are the proud parents of a 
little girl named Colleen Rae. A fa- 
miliar face greeted customers in the Osceola 
business office when Betty Beebe took over 
for Mrs. Parks during her recent illness. 
No doubt Betty felt at home and it was 
nice to have her back again. . It must 
be spring, because the main topic of con- 
versation around the office is “fishing.” Too 
bad we don’t fish, because with all the 
talking we think we could be an expert. 
Superior Area 
Donna J. Henriksen, Correspondent 

Mrs. Erma Keenan, Chief Operator, is 
proud owner of a pretty green 1951 Ford. 

. . Betty Simmons and Kathleen Hodges 
have started their toll training. Barbara 
Reid and Katherine Oltman have just fin- 
ished theirs. . . . Wanda Thompson has left 
for Alaska to join her husband. He is sta- 
tioned in the Army there. Donna 
Johnston has returned to work following 
an operation. Welcome back, Donna... . 
Twilla Fletcher is planning to be married 
on April 5th, and Janice Pflughaupt has a 
beautiful diamond sparkling on the third 
finger, left hand. Best wishes to both 
Twilla and Janice... .A stork shower was 


held in the lounge room on March 26th for 
Mrs. Kenneth Stone. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 

Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer attended 
the Ice Follies in Omaha... .P. V. Eckles, 
W. L. Eckles, Sr., and W. L. Eckles, Jr., 
journeyed to Cambridge and the Medicine 
Creek Reservoir to do some fishing, but 
after traveling so far, they only caught a 
few small _ buliheads. Such Luck! 
Those spending the Easter week-end out of 
town were Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Hunzeker 
and Debbie, who were in Hastings, and Mr. 
and Mrs. R. C. Culver and Bobbie who 
were in Central City. 


York Area 
Marlyce Widga, Correspondent 

Thirty-six candles on a birthday cake 
were the main attraction for the celebra- 
tion of Vance Embrey’s birthday on April 
11, in the basement of the Central Office. 
The party was supposed to be a surprise 
but thanks to Les Hanson, it didn’t turn out 
that way. When Les was asked to inform 
the rest of the Plant Department, he mis- 
understood the name Dan for Vance, and 
so announced to his fellow workers there 
was to be a birthday party for Dan that 
afternoon. Consequently, Vance -got in on 
the big secret. Spring, when young 
man’s fancy turns to thoughts of love, has 


brought forth blossoms in the Traffic De- 
partment. . . Ferne Wilger is flashing a 
diamond ring. Miss Wilger will become Mrs. 
William Brennan on May 24th. Mr. Bren- 
nan is employed as an accountant here in 
York... . “Rocky” Light and Wayne Hed- 
strom really knocked the pins down when 
they tied for second place in the York 
Mixed Doubles Bowling Tournament with 
a series of 1128. The Telephone Company 
team topped the high series for the season 
on the respective League with a 2225 series. 

Many of the employees have been 
visiting George Mehuron who suffered a 
broken leg in an accident while on the job. 
He is presently in the York General Hos- 
pital but hopes to be out and around very 
shortly. . . . One recent day, Leroy ‘‘Rosie”’ 
Rosenquist was out testing the line on tele- 
phone number 292 and called Duane Grove, 
tester, asking him to call that same number 
and ask for “Rosie.” ‘‘Rosie’’ waited and 
waited patiently, and after quite a few 
minutes had passed, rather impatiently 
called Duane to see what the trouble was. 
Duane said he had called 229 and asked 
for “Rosie’”—but no one seemed to know 
anyone by that name at that number... . 
News of former employees is that Mr. and 
Mrs. Jerry Johnson, the latter formerly 
Jeanine Wyatt, employed in the Commercial 
Department, are the parents of a baby girl 
born April 18th. 


The Capital’s Sky Line As Seen From 


the New Lincoln Building 


The roof of Lincoln’s new equipment building at 15th 
and M streets is a good vantage point from which to view 
the city’s sky line. At right is a view looking south with 
the state Capitol tower rising imposingly in the background 
and the carillon tower of First Plymouth Congregational 
church appearing in the distance at left. Below, left, the 
Sharp building dominates the center sky line with the 
Federal Securities building at right and the Bankers Life 
building in right foreground. The fourth story of the pres- 
ent telephone building one block to the west peers up over 
Below, right, the Stuart building looms 
up at left with the National Bank of Commerce, Penney’s 
and the Hardy Furniture Company at extreme left. The 
city library appears at center. The new telephone building 
is nearing completion and the installation of equipment 


the roof at left. 
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Record Attendance at 


Annual Pioneer Reunion 


HE annual Reunion-Banquet of 

the Frank H. Woods Pioneer 
Chapter was held at the Hotel 
Cornhusker, Lincoln, on May 17. 
It was again demonstrated that the 
telephone pioneers are becoming 
more gregarious because, for the 
sixth consecutive year, the former 
attendance record was eclipsed. 


The tip-toe efforts of five foot Harold 
Brady to pull numbers from the hat held by 
six foot Roy Cleveland brought roars of 
laughter from the audience. At left are Fred 
Strasser and I. J. Devoe, door prize chairmen. 
President L. A. Stacy is seated. 


The booming crowd of 1952, com- 
posed of 393 members and their 
guests, filled the banquet tables to 
elbow-rubbing capacity — from 
wall to wall of the great ball room. 
George E. Walroth, as general 
chairman, directed a nimble ar- 
rangement of business and enter- 
tainment to form a program of 
nearly perfect balance. At the 
head table, President L. A. Stacy 
reported briefly on the state of the 
Chapter and its continued growth. 
He lamented the death, during his 
term of office, of ten members, 
eight of whom were among the 
original group of Chapter pioneers. 
Merle M. Hale, a past-president 
of the Chapter and now president 
of the national association, paid 
compliment to the Frank H. 
Woods Chapter for its consistent 
front-running position in the na- 
tional field. Mr. Hale also gave a 
short resume of the work and ex- 
pansion of the national body. 
John H. Agee, past-president of 
the national association, who was 


largely responsible for the organ- 
ization of the first Pioneer Chap- 
ters 11 years ago, brought a 
solemn, though inspiring note to 
the meeting. He spoke in tribute 
to Frank H. Woods, in whose 
honor the Chapter is named, and 
whose death, on April first, was 
felt with profound shock through- 
out the telephone industry. 

A. comedy act developed dur- 
ing the presentation of prizes when 
the quartette of official awarders, 
Fred Strasser, I. J. Devoe, Roy 
Cleveland and Harold Brady, tried 
so hard to establish their honesty 
that they aroused suspicion. The 
prizes were finally carried away by 
Lyle Piper, Jack Mankamyer and 
W. F. “Babe” Combs. 

The entertainment section of 
the program featured a group of 
specialty numbers by ‘teen-age tal- 
ent. The selections had been care- 
fully made and were well received 
by the assembled Pioneers. Several 
of the acts are undoubtedly des 
tined to climb high in the enter- 
tainment field. Max C. Walker 
served as master of ceremonies 
for the performances. A quarter 
hour intermission between the ban- 
quet ceremonies and the program 
afforded the Pioneers an oppor- 
tunity for additional cronying 
among themselves. 


Below and at right is a general view of the record gathering of 393 whichfilled the Cornhusker ballroom. 
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At left, President L. A. Stacy as he delivers his report of Chapter 

I activities. Others at the table are Max Walker, Mrs. Bruce Sievers, 
| Mr. Sievers, John H. Agee, Mrs. George Walroth and Mr. Walroth, 
who acted as toastmaster. Mrs. Walker was just out of camera range. 


At right, Merle M. Hale, president of the national Pioneer asso- 
ciation, presents a review of activities of that organization and lauds 
the Frank H. Woods chapter for its outstanding program. 


At left, John H. Agee presented an inspiring tribute to the memory 
of Frank H. Woods, who died April 1 and whose name the Chapter 
bears. A painting of Mr. Woods by Joe Hartley appears behind the 
speaker. Toastmaster George Walroth is seated at left. 


At right, three of the happiest people among the happy gathering 
were door prize winners Jack Mankamyer with an electric clock, 
W. F. Combs with a French frier and Lyle Piper with an electric 
mixer. Standing with them are I. J. Devoe, Fred Strasser, Harold 
Brady and Roy Cleveland. Seated are President Stacy, Mrs. Stacy, 
Merle Hale, Mrs. Hale and Cecile Anderson. 


The pictures above were taken as preparation was made to pull 
the picks between contacts in the new equipment and set it in opera- 
tion. At left are Chauncey Eggerss and Gene Schrank of Lincoln as 
Editor Harry Parker of the Valparaiso Visitor looks on. In the 


Three conversions in May a6 i 


MAY was a jackpot month for 


dial conversions. 


On May 6, Valparaiso was intro- 
duced to dial telephone service, 
to be followed on May 20 by 
Yutan and on May 27 by Wilber. 
Three conversions in the space of 
a month is the record that has been 
reached four times in recent years, 
but never exceeded. The total 
dial exchanges operated by the 
Company currently stands at 79. 


From the viewpoint of telephone 
men and women, the preparation 
for an exchange conversion no 
longer calls for an adventure along 
unexplored trails of telephone 
science. Instead, the routine has 
been reduced to standard and 
homely practice. The basic hu- 
man right to err has been almost 
eliminated through use of tried 


Scenes taken during the last moments of service for the old 
manual switchboards. At left are Mae Meduna of Wahoo and Helen 
Knudsen, chief operator-cashier of Yutan. In the next two pictures 
are Eva Schmidt, formerly chief operator at Valparaiso, Augusta Carl- 


methods in engineering and _test- 
ing. All of which leads to the 
premise that newsworthy items 
which attend the present-day dial 
conversion are mainly of a local 
nature. The change to a new tele- 
phone system will always be a not- 
able event to subscribers. It is 
recorded prominently on the pages 
of a town’s history. 

At Valparaiso the cutover was 
attended by Harry Parker, pub- 
lisher of the “Valparaiso Visitor,” 
while R. E. Novak, Chairman of 
the Village Board, made the first 
long distance call through the new 
equipment. The call was com- 
pleted to K. L. Lawson, general 
commercial superintendent at Lin- 
coln. The outside plant work 
preparatory to the conversion was 
mainly handled by Central District 
forces. 
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center picture are Ed Piper of Lincoln and Area Manager Ed Dor- 
land of Wahoo taken at the Yutan conversion by the Wahoo news- 
papers. At right are Adele Stehlik, chief operator and Anna Aden, 
former chief operator at Wilber with the observer Stuart Bohacek, 
editor of the Wilber Republican. 


Wilber - Valparaiso -Yutan Go Dial 


First to place a call through 
Yutan’s new switching equipment 
was H. H. Peters, Mayor and 
banker, with the Wahoo News 
papers giving camera coverage to 
the event. Eastern District men 
who had a generous hand in the 
conversion were: Louis Cink, 
W.R. Beherns, Melvin Sorensen, 
James Cruickshank, C. J. Novak 
and Joe Abrams. 

Following the cutover at Wilber, 
J. J. Novak, local banker, was first 
to make a local call, while Mayor 
Irvin Beck inaugurated long dis- 
tance service. Editor Stuart 
Bohacek, of the Wilber Republi 
can, attended and reported the 
ceremonies. Sub-set changes and 
other plant work were handled by 
Southern district combinationmen 
under general supervision of C. B. 
Meshier, district wire chief. 


son, present chief there, and Pauline Lindholm, operator. At right, 
standing near the Wilber board, are Anna Aden, June Carman, 
Tillie Wanek, Norma Fort, Adele Stehlik, chief operator. At the 
board are Elizabeth Anthony and Patricia Coigrove. 
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Six Appointed to New Supervisory Positions 
Area Office Moved from Wilber to Crete 


af 


Alex Geist 


Vyrl Clark William McOmber 


IX men were named to new super- 
visory positions last month. They 
were Vyrl Clark of Wilber, William 
McOmber of Crete and Waldo 
McDowell, Alex Geist, George Ramsey 
and William Quinn of Lincoln. 


George Brock, formerly area manager 
at Wilber, was also given added respon- 
sibility when the area office at Wilber 
was moved to Crete and Mr. Brock 
transferred to the new headquarters 
town as area manager. The former Wil- 
ber area comprised the exchanges of 
Wilber, Friend, Dorchester, DeWitt 
and Clatonia. The new Crete area will 
include these exchanges in addition to 
Crete, Cordova and Kramer. 

Vyrl Clark, formerly combination- 
man at Wilber, was appointed exchange 
manager there and William McOmber, 
formerly manager of the Crete Tele- 
phone Company at Crete, became wire 
chief at that exchange. 

Mr. Clark joined the Company as a 
groundman at Humboldt in 1946. He 
moved to Pawnee City in 1948 as a 
combinationman and two years later 
was called to military service. Follow- 
ing his discharge in 1951 he resumed 


W. D. Quinn 


George Ramsey 


his work with LT&T as a combination- 
man at Wilber. 


Mr. McOmber started with the Crete 
company in 1912 as night operator and 
later took up construction work there. 
He joined LT&T in 1914 as a lineman 
and saw service over most of our terri- 
tory during the next four years. In 
1920 he resumed work with the Crete 
company as an installer and repairman 
and in 1950 became manager. 


The Lincoln appointments are a result 
of a reorganization of the Lincoln busi- 
ness office. Waldo J. McDowell, for- 
merly credit and directory manager, js 
now business office manager and Alex 
Geist, formerly service engineer, is dis- 
trict sales supervisor. Reporting to Mr. 
McDowell is George Ramsey who 
becomes customer service supervisor 
and William Quinn who is named 
directory compilation supervisor. 


Mr. McDowell joined the Company 
in 1928 as an accountant, became in- 
voice supervisor in 1934 and chief clerk 
in 1935. In 1938 he became commercial 
representative in the Lincoln business 
office and the next year was made 
assistant area manager at Nebraska City, 
returning to Lincoln in 1941 as a 
commercial representative. During 
World War II he served as a captain in 
the Signal Corps, resuming employment 
with the Company in 1946 as credit 
manager. He became credit and 
directory manager in 1951. 

Mr. Geist was first employed with the 
Company as a shopman in the Lincoln 
supply department. He became mana- 
ger at Bennet in 1927, manager at 
Louisville in 1929 and wire chief. at 
Plattsmouth in 1934. In 1937 he 
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returned to Lincoln as a combination- 
man and later was a switchboardman 
and installer-repairman of central office 
equipment before being appointed 
service engineer in the Lincoln business 
office in 1948. 

Ramsey’s first employment with the 
Company was at York as a commercial 
telegraph messenger in 1937. He 
moved to Lincoln as a switchman in 
1943 and became a commercial repre- 
sentative in the Lincoln business office 
in 1949. During World War II he 
served two years in the Navy. 

William Quinn joined the Company 
as a commercial representative at Lin- 
coln in 1941. He was in the Army from 
1942 to 1945, returning to Lincoln in 
that year as a commercial representative. 


Lloyd Jenkins Saves a Life 


APS action by Lloyd Jenkins, Lin- 
coln switchman, was credited by 
Lincoln General Hospital authorities last 
month with saving the life of a 49 year 
old Lincoln woman. 

Lloyd was at home when he heard 
the impact of two cars crashing together 
at the intersection of 24th and D 
streets. He ran to the scene and found 
the victim with a long gash on her head 
and bleeding profusely. He immediately 
applied pressure to a vital artery in the 
head and placed a bandage on the 
wound as he continued to apply pressure 
on the way to the hospital in an 
ambulance. Hospital authorities said 
the lady undoubtedly would have bled 
to death if she had not received this 
immediate and effective first aid. 

Jenkins is an expert in the field of 
first aid and accident prevention. He 
has studied this for many years and at 
present is director of first aid and public 
safety for the Lancaster County Red 
Cross. 


President Woods is Chairman 


of Addressograph Board 


RESIDENT Thomas C. Woods was 
elected Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Addressograph-Multi- 
graph Corporation of Cleveland at an 
election held last month. Mr. Woods 
has been a director of the firm for 
twenty years and succeeds his father, 
the late Frank H. Woods, who had 


been Board Chairman since 1927. 
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Accountants and Printing Service Are Bowling Champs 


re left, the Printing Service team, win- 
UpP®e the girls’ division of the Lincoln 
: jeague. Left to right, Jean Baker, 
powling pietrich, Donna Ahl, Esther Baker 


Mar realy Grant. 
ni 


right, newly elected officers for 


UPP@ on. Left to right, Carl Ahl, secretary- 
Ae Phil Garvey, president, and Chet 
reas” ice president. 
HarP’ president Paul Henson presents Phil 
apo’ ith a prize for being the most im- 
owler of the season. Phil raised his 
ove 1g average by 25 pins, but he isn’t 
pr eat” ne did it. 


telli? + are members of the Accounting 
PC si™ to right, Mrs. Lowell Johnson, 
wai je sherman, Tena Renlund and Sarah 

ic. Ray ith them are rooters Leslie Zoe 
rely: and Susie Renlund. 


«g the champion Accounting team 

210%. eure of the annual bowler’s dinner. 
B a pic s, left to right, Charlie Peachman, 
and cna™ trom, George Mann, Chet Harp, 
1 and Carl Ahl. 


Last month saw the wind-up of the 
bowling season at Lincoln. In the men’s 
league, five teams were still locked in 
mortal combat up to the final frame, 
striving to keep from being relegated 
into the cellar. The sixth team, the 
Accountants, had been basking for 
weeks under the mathematical assur- 
ance of the championship. Their final 
lope to the finish line was _ scarcely 
noticed by the teams battling for the 
lower positions. 

Clem Bottorff held the high average 
among the regular bowlers, closely fol- 
lowed by Byron Pattison, Chet Harp, 
Ken Lawson, John Backstrom and Asa 
Waters, all of whom were in the 160- 
bracket. Phil Garvey, who raised his 
last year’s average by 25 pins, was the 
season’s most improved bowler. 


The annual bowlers’ dinner was held 
at Spencer Steak House on May 14, 
where, at the conclusion of a hearty 
dinner, President Paul Henson con- 
ducted the business meeting in which 
plans were discussed and formulated 
and officers elected for the coming sea- 
son. The new president will be Phil 
Garvey, with Chester Harp as vice- 
president and Carl Ahl again to serve 
as secretary-treasurer. 

The girl bowlers rolled through the 
season in a two-team league, with the 
“Printing Service” aggregation trounc- 
ing the struggling “Traffics’” 58 games 
to 47. Betty Hinman and Martha Diet- 
rich maintained the high averages 
among the regulars with 117 and 115 re- 
spectively. 
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Forty-One Years 
C. B. Meshier, Beatrice. 
Thirty-Nine Years 
Frances M. Virgil, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Eight Years 
S. J. Dennis, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Six Years 
G. B. Keith, Lincoln. 
Thirty-Five Years 
E. H. Wellman, Hebron. 
Thirty-Four Years 


Eva P. Kapke, Seward; Blanche McCon- 
key, Guide Rock. 


Thirty-Three Years 
Regina T. Bethscheider, Hebron. 


Thirty-Two Years 
D. R. Culbertson, York; Frank Kuchera, 


Lincoln. 
Thirty-One Years 


F. A. Blockwitz, Georgia M. Smith, Lin- 
coln. 


Thirty Years 
R. L. Clinton, Lincoln. 
| Twenty-Nine Years 
Mathilda Alpers, Fairbury; R. A. Carl- 


son, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


A. E. Dulin, M. M. Hale, L. V. Shirey, 


Nine Years 


G. Ella Ferguson, David City; Clara Good- 


fellow, Ashland; Margaret Lautenschlager, 
Davenport; Helen A. Norwood, Seward. 


Eight Years 
Rosetta C. Habben, Hastings; D. M. Hob- 


son, Lincoln; Evelyn M. Menke, Beatrice, 
Shirley M. Snyder, Plattsmouth. 


Seven Years 


L. R. Adams, R. E. Chamberlain, Minnie 


Stieber, Velda Williams, Lincoln; Erma J. 
Keenan, Superior; Irene E. Utecht, Hastings. 


Six Years 


Alice B. Haddox, Auburn. 


Five Years 


June T. Carman, Wilber; Claude Clary, 


Ben Ferguson Dies 
ENJAMIN F. FERGUSON, veteran 


plant department employee, passed 
away at his home in Lincoln on May 30 
at the age of 67. He had been in ill 
health for the past 
three years. 
Mr. Ferguson be- 


career shortly after 
the turn of the cen- 
tury at Spokane, 
Washington, with 
the Pacific Tele- 
phone and Tele- 
graph Company. He 
Been = worked there from 
1905 to 1915 when he moved to Ne- 
braska and took a job with our Com- 
pany at DeWitt as a lineman. He later 
worked for the Interstate Utilities Com- 
pany and the Northwestern Bell Tele- 


gan his telephone | 


and excellent service rendered by your 
staff during the recent flood emergency. 
It is impossible to list individually all 
of the people in your organization who 
played such an important part in the 
success of the relief operations but we 
do want to thank particularly the local 
and long distance operators, the service 
men, and the management. 

“We are indeed proud to have a fine 
organization such as yours in our com- 
munity. Again we express our appre- 
ciation for a job well done.” 

And from Lincoln comes a letter 
from David Bize who wrote Vice 
President Merle M. Hale: 

“Your company recently modernized 
the telephone service to a 10-apart- 
ment building at 1830 E street. Mr. 
Jim Baxter, Sr., did the work, and I 
wanted you to know how thoroughly he 
did the work. The job shows the art 


of a master. He was very considerate of 


1942 


Vol. 34 


Published in the Interest of the Employees 
of This Company, to whom It Is 
Furnished Without Charge 


A. B. GORMAN, Editor 
J. H. HARTLEY, Assistant Editor 


THE LINCOLN TELEPHONE & 


TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
1342 M Street, Lincoln 1, Nebr. 


and everything he did showed fore- 
thought. 
“So I had to tell you, Mr. Hale, that 


it is nice to have a fellow like that work 


Jr., Humboldt; W. K. Eltiste, M. F. Jenkins, 
Nebraska City; John Garrels, Hebron; Au- 
rilla Patterson, Gresham; Belle Peterson, Cor- 
dova; M. O. Schneider, A. G. Behm, David 
Twenty-Four Years Guthrie, E. Pearl Bishop, Lincoln; Coralee 


C. H. Bottorff, Lincoln; Dewey Olsen, P. Utecht, Hastings; Lucille Lane, Weeping 
Wahoo. Water. 


ree phone Company before beginning his everybody and everything. He cleaned for you. Thank him for me when you 
regular employment with LT&T in up after himself, he saved the scrap see him, please.” 
Hastings in 1917 as a lineman. 

He moved to Lincoln later that year 


and in 1940 became a warehouseman 7 ee 


Twenty-Five Years 


I. J. Devoe, V. M. Simpson, Lincoln. 


R. L. Clinton 
Lincoln 
30 Years 


E. H. Wellman 
Hebron 
35 Years 


I. J. Devoe Vv. M. Simpson 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 
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Eileen Robinson 
Fairbury 
10 Years 


Cc. A. Hansen 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


Twenty-Three Years 


FE. A. Ernst, Plattsmouth; I. C. Haith, 
Humboldt; J. D. Litzenberg, Bedric Wanek, 
Lincoln. 

Twenty-One Years 


Melba G. Richards, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
Marie F. Vidlock, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 


E. E. Johnson, Lincoln. 


Sixteen Years 
Beatrice G. Rohrer, Hastings. 


Eleven Years 


W. D. Quinn, Lincoln; Alyce L. Sharp- 
nack, Plattsmouth. 


Ten Years 


Elizabeth F. Anthony, Wilber; C. A. Han- 
sen, Barbara H. Miller, Lincoln; Eileen Rob- 


inson, Fairbury; Merna Stewart, David City; 
Marcella M. Will, Beatrice. 


Marcella Will 
Beatrice 
10 Years 


Merna Stewart 
David City 
10 Years 


Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Title Changes 


Commercial 

Dorothy A. Harper, appointed secretary, 

general commercial office, Lincoln. 
Plant 

Jacob Albrandt, lineman to combinationman, 
Lincoln. 

Leslie D. Burch, combinationman, Wilber to 
Crete. 

John R. Fitzpatrick, groundman to com- 
binationman, York. 

G. A. Fleck, switchboardman, Wilber to 
Crete. 

Berl B. Strayer, combinationman, Wilber 
to Crete. 


JOURNEY’S END 


Anton Kuncl, father of Victoria Kuncl of 
the Wahoo Traffic Department, passed away 
May 12. Funeral services were held May 15 
at the Catholic Church in Prague. 


and in 1942 a shopman. He retired on 
pension in September, 1950, and had 
lived in Lincoln since that time. 


Merle Hale is Director 


of USITA 
ICE-PRESIDENT Merle M. Hale 


was elected a member of the Board 
of Directors of the United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association on May 
8, succeeding H. H. Wheeler who died 
March 30. Mr. Hale is also a member 
of the commercial committee of the 


USITA. 


Thanks for a Good Job 


WO letters complimenting us for 
good service and the good work of 
employees were received with much 
appreciation last month. 
The first was received from Clarence 
igen, president of the Nebraska City 
Chamber of Commerce and Dave Hall- 
strom, manager of the Chamber of 
Commerce there. They wrote Area 
Manager Adrian Newens as follows: 
“On behalf of the entire Flood Dis- 
aster Committee we wish to express our 
sincere appreciation for the courtesy 


Three carloads of equipment were 
moved into the new Lincoln building on 
June 17 as the first installment on the 
$2,225,000 of equipment that will be 
operating there in the present three 
story structure. Installers from the Au- 
tomatic Electric Company will begin 
installation on July 7. Included in the 
equipment was material for the main 
frame, line IDF, trunk IDF, selector 
trunk board, connector trunk board, 
connector shelves, repeater shelves and 
selector shelves. This will go on the 
second floor as part of the dial switch- 
ing equipment for the three offices 
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(2, 5 and 7) that will operate there. 

In the building itself, the floors, ceil- 
ings and walls in the equipment areas 
of the first and second floors will be 
completed by June 20. The water sys- 
tem has been installed and the elec- 
trical wiring is in place and ready to go. 

The outside of the building is com- 
pleted except for a paint job for the 
temporary east wall. Most of this wall 
will come out in a few years when the 
three story addition to the east is built. 
A three or four story addition will also 
be made on top of the present three 
story structure. 


Twilla Fletcher of the Superior Traffic 
Department became the bride of Waldene 
Jensen on April 25. The wedding took 
place in the Methodist Church at Superior. 

Donna Peters of the Wahoo Traffic De- 
partment and Louis R. Swoboda were united 
in marriage on May 3 at the St. Wenceslaus 
Catholic Church in Wahoo. 

The marriage of Marlyce Widga of the 
York Commercial Department and Bert 
Reed took place in the Methodist Chapel 
in York on May 12. The couple will reside 
in Bangor, Maine, where the groom is 
stationed. 

Wedding bells rang on May 16 for Nancy 
Wilson and William Troeger. The ceremony 
took place at the home of the bride’s aunt 
and uncie. Mrs. Troeger is a member of the 
Pawnee City Traffic Department. 

Dorothy Wasson of the York Traffic 
Department became the bride of Lloyd 
Anderson on May 18. The ceremony was 
performed at the Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church in York. 

James Landenberger of the York Con- 
struction Department and Ernestine Rieger 
of Beaver Crossing were united in marriage 
on May 29 at the Methodist Church in 
Utica. The couple will reside in York. 


Benefit Claims Paid 
The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 


fit Association during the month of 
May, 1952: 


Primary members: M. C. Walker, Lincoln 
General Plant, $9.00; J. G. VanNordheim, 
Hastings Plant, $15.00; Esther M. Baker, 
Lincoln Commercial, $18.50; Vey S. Warren, 
Beatrice Traffic, $10.00; E. J. Schemmerhorn, 
Fairbury Plant, $253.50; Bedric Wanek, Lin- 
coln Commercial, $254.00; Myrna J. Fried- 
richsen, Lincoln Commercial, $10.00. 

Dependents: Rodney G. Stall, Lincoln, 
$33.75; Mrs. L. W. Winscot, Lincoln, $220.80; 
Mrs. A. S. Keckler, Lincoln, $11.25; Mrs. T. S. 
Burr, Hastings, $104.44; Steven Keogh, Lin- 
coln, $11.25; John Eggerss, Lincoln, $72.45; 
Dixie L. Applegate, Weeping Water, $151.50; 
Mrs. N. H. Liesveld, Lincoln, $3.75; Mrs. W. M. 
Mouden, Osceola, $50.06; Mrs. I. W. Halver- 
stadt, Tecumseh, $294.75; Mrs. M. J. Brandt, 
Beatrice, $111.75; Mrs. P. A. Wilkinson, Lin- 
coln, $7.50. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Obert are the proud 
parents of a baby boy, Michael Edward, 
born May 15. Mr. Obert is an employee in 
the Lincoln Service Department. 

A/1C and Mrs. Richard L. Eno announce 
the birth of a daughter on June 1 at the 
Patrick Air Force Base Hospital, Cocoa, 
Florida. Dick is a Supply Department em- 
ployee on military leave. 


ront Cover 


ee NORTON knows that June 

is the month for brides but she 
thought she would be different so the 
‘T do’s” were said in April and Shirley 
became Mrs. Edward Michel a little 
ahead of the traditional time. The hand- 
some couple is shown cutting the wed- 
ding cake in the picture on our front 
cover. 

Mrs. Michel is continuing her work 
as a stenographer in the Supply De- 
partment while Ed finishes a hitch in 
Uncle Sam’s army and probably after 
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sakes, handsy? “ 


that too, she says. They expect to make 
Lincoln their home. 

Shirley comes from a telephone fam- 
ily. Her dad, Frank Norton, started 
with LT&T in 1929 and has worked 
at Fairbury and Lincoln in the plant 
department during the years that fol- 
lowed. He is now a switchboardman 
at Lincoln. Mrs. Norton is the former 
Duel McKee of the accounting de- 
partment. 


The wedding was an event of April 
27 at St. Paul Methodist church. 
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A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting 
Geneva R. Daehnke............... Machine Operator.................- LFS | nex 0} | 1 eee meeeene Semen are enTEtEE May 19 
De) Fi Rieter ...c ace, Machirie Operator....cs0.0.s0 LCG Thiayi span ceaeciemsocscnwenents May 7 
Mary L. McIntyre.................. Machine Operator................-- TACO ga cctascee S adessuictaeeugcee May 19 
Dorothy M. Mignery............. Machine Operator.................. DADCO! Wigs SoeRedewieesl cient May 7 
Commercial 
Thelma: B. Anderson scccieces: Si [> | Renee tn oat one erL eT DEB pcinitcicimanesniasearentiede May 19 
Dorothy A. THarper....22..2-.2.; BP CTOUAIY aces ccs eee ee oseead LAN COMA 2. wese ich acdescanceuNeneuees May 20 
pal. Blartsog ks unc. cc cn S| aan Oe eee Bia faye! | y Raa et nC eN Sere Re May 3 
joAtm Bie Mevet.ecsacinnans TIS david cea anal tuaedeed tnassencen bec TSUYAOEl Pic satis otiniaad teemcoweascialeee May 12 
Plant 
ae Oa Gh 0 | eee CSE OUIG MAM hoc iasedacncencencudesicx | Ca Ves) 50 CR ee eT nena SEES May 12 
BD, WW a. CPA os dousictecoteaeuaceace CPO UATE aie ecinccicanenoindeen eel BOWIE Gs pevedendet ce dveaenaue May 19 
Traffic 

Louise: FE. Aeeton i255 RCP B0O icccesc oe cee eects 1 nk oc) | 3 Weer Pe ReEn ere May 12 
Sharon J. Banehart..:........ COCR ROR eccctthia taaeeae tcl WY OO eles ey create cialis May 13 
Joyee Ay Brides. cocci cescnacseoevse peo FE ee eee ee are | Bis 2c) by a ee ce ire eee tenet May 19 
Rose: By. MUCNOry iach clos c's 1 2 | geen en en nT BANCO issccte ca selecinen Ceoratees May il 
5 jas ome 6c lq: ; eee ene ee RI DET ONO aos hte he aes BORER OG cess eis cscesearcrgons May 8 
Ruth E. Dignen.:..2.<..,.:...---:. RDC EAI cad dota he tae Coe elaliaes PG acess eee ter saves May 
Naomi F. Engelhardt............. OVP ETAEOR 8 scecosadaccereceaccaubioaieses Hastin 88. ccccccvcceunccore emcee May 7 
Marre. le. PV OP censors toed Bala) e100) Cane ear eee Beatrice............-..0-.-2eeceeeeeeee May 5 
Evelyn: ic Tren ry nescence! OBOE os tecsusadssthnc caesar con, PT SCI Sh as esl scsi ns May 6 
Leona M. Hestermann........... SJ PCLOtOr oi tec oh POW Clyainantetee tahoe May 6 
to (Sa A a) 5 |) ee ROTA secs as arnccuitateaverae ceases POO ines icles a ane May 19 
Ruth E. Linewebet............:.:- AAT AGO fos 3h asc oceans BCBG oii cienccenccenievaidcostecidant May 20 
Helen Ac Mattinnn.cccccsccsccsen: CCTAOES ccc Bt, FR ASE BS acc igeseesmeecrescavecsuccons May 6 
Norma E. Maschmann........... Belo 1: c) Seen een een ene Hebron..........20.------ Suineste April 28 
Anne M. Palensky....o.cnccc Dy 012511) eee NR NS hash coasevacke cee eae May 12 
Velma 4. Plains ee A PPOTREOT 6.6 peso essieve cates cucu | Bava. 0) | «eee CRE Eee May 6 
Jeanne: L. Schmidtieccs 25... B03 4:1) +) ee eee PIG SUEY aoe ola May 19 
Mary Jane Skokan................. EY BPAEO Ese oo wahevencvuccicediecns TE vet, rn May 13 
Dorothy M. Swanson............. Jo 2-10) <a eee ee bE Loh 6 Seen een neem Bea May 8 
Fiorence J. Titel cccecexcees NE PAE OT iad css oc wet aden ey waeeiss |g Bo ot, ee ree nn ene May 7 
Margaret A. Underwood....... OV GT RC OT oie ccrsspeicesncoecasecwiolse WG eka cs nscaiceannneeenwie May 12 
Nina B. VanOsdol................. rer 0) pee eee PS OR iS acssciventcety peed acne April 28 
Fed: Vi WOR oaive screens cee ODO N ABO esac sult pdeccnd en etree Sucwes Treo || | ee ee ne ene May 6 
Kathleen Ann Wiegert.......... CD PBT ACO Eick osc casssatecdetesevesvoens WaOO ncdevorcsnsscdchouvexenncvicives May 7 
Marjorie J. Yonkey............... O) Pera 4p enctone a cles acs: WPCC saccasicediceeectedecyupiagconnee May 19 
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Eastern District 


Betty Miles, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Camila Selzer of the Traffic Department 
underwent surgery at the David City Hos- 
pital. She is getting along as well as can 
be expected at this time. . . . Those on 
vacation from Traffic are Donna Rumery, 
Luella Grubaugh and Irene Swan. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Vern Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey Armagost, Lena Conrad and Irene 
Swan attended the Pioneer Banquet in 
Lincoln. . . . Recent visitors at the office 
were Mr. Young and Mr. Cleveland... . 
Betty Docekal, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben Docekal of Brainard, was_ recently 
married to Lad Hanus, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis Hanus. . . . Work is getting under 
way for the conversion of the Brainard 
exchange to dial. 

Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton, Correspondent 

New cars seem to be the fad at the 
Nebraska City office. Now Deroy Helfer 
is sporting a new “Reo Green” Studebaker. 
We wonder how many more will bust out 
with new cars in June... . Lillian Bader 
and Ethyl Armstrong thought they were 
running into a flash flood when they ven- 
tured to Lincoln last month, but it turned 
out to be only a heavy shower. Miss Bader 
attended the executive meeting of the Tele- 
phone Pioneer’s Association and Mrs. Arm- 
strong went shopping. . . . Those soaking 
up all the sunshine (or rain) this month on 
their vacations were Dorothy Christensen, 
Dorothy Clark, Dorothy Waters, Evelyn 
Denson and Margaret Wademan from Traf- 
fic, and Al Letellier from Plant. . . . Carol 
Broers took one last vacation before starting 
to work as a full time employee when she 
traveled to Chicago with the Senior Class 
of °52. . .. Ivan Livingston attended the 
wedding of his niece, Marlene Livingston, 
in Lincoln on June 1. . .. Those on the 
sick list this month were Veltha Pogge- 
meyer, Dorothy Everett and Violet Peterson. 
We hope you are feeling better, girls. . . 
Jane Herbster took a little jaunt over the 
Memorial Day week end. She and her 
family went wanderin’ through the Ozarks. 

. A chief operators meeting was held in 
Nebraska City in May. Those attending 
were the chief operators from Weeping 
Water, Plattsmouth, Tecumseh, Syracuse, 
Auburn and Nebraska City. Pearl Bishop, 
T. C. Cone and Lloyd Cleveland from Lin- 
coin also attended. ... Mr. and Mrs. Don 
Drennan were visitors to the Nebraska City 
office this month. Mrs. Drennan is a former 
employee of the Commercial Department 
at Nebraska City. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


It’s a bit lonely around the office as two 
of the employees are on vacation. Grace 
Heigl is spending her vacation enjoying 
the home they recently purchased, with a 
couple days off for visiting in Iowa... . Al 
Reed and family have departed for the 
Ozarks and parts thereof, also stopping in 
Kansas City for a few days. ... Tip Johanns 
spent the week end in Kansas visiting her 
daughter and family. Marie Bashus, 
student operator and graduate of the 1952 
class of Plattsmouth High School, was 
crowned queen of the Junior-Senior Prom. 
Our congratulations, Marie. ... They always 
have such a glorious array of clothes, etc., 
for the Prom but Lila Erass, operator, had 
something a little more than anyone else 
—she broke out with the measles. ... Mrs. 
Helen Ofe has been a very busy mother of 
late, having a daughter graduating from the 
eighth grade and a son from high school. 

. Shirley Snyder attended a picnic at 
Miller Park, Omaha, followed by dancing 
and she states she had much fun. ... Mr. 
Ernst can never say that the employees in 
Plattsmouth are not a generous lot. He 
received a ticket for over-parking and we 
all chipped in to pay the fine. That is, we 
are not saying ‘twas money we gave, but 
most everything else. . . . Those attending 
the Pioneers Banquet from Plattsmouth and 
Weeping Water were Mr. and Mrs. E. A. 
Ernst, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Reckard, Al 
Reed, Hilda Johanns, Helen Ofe and daugh- 
ter Brenda, Rose Janda and niece Patricia. 
Thelma Tritsch and Bob Humiston. Every- 
ene enjoyed it very much.... Mr. and Mrs. 
Tritsch spent a week end in Kansas City 
with their son, Bob. 

Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

Vacations are in progress at the Seward 
Office. Vera Scheuckebien of Traffic vis- 
ited at her brother’s place in Danville, Ill. 
She had a very nice time. Jeanette Hart- 
man is spending her vacation at home. 
Alice Bergantzel, also of Traffic, spent her 
vacation at home. Jerry Shipley of Plant 
spent his vacation working in the garden. 
Sounds like he’s going into the “truck 
gardener’s” business. How about that, 
Jerry? ... Mike Danaher and Elmer Bean 
installed new sets for automatic conversion 
at Yutan last week and then Mike, Elmer 
and Baldy went up on Thursday to remove 
old sets. . Berniece Mueller attended 
graduation exercises at Immanuel Hospital 
in Omaha. Her sister was one of the gradu- 
ates. ... Laura Douty, Mr. and Mrs. Gray 
and Jessie Handon attended the Pioneer 
Banquet in Lineoln. . .. Dale Gray gradu- 
ated from high school and is helping out for 
a few months at the Telephone Company. 
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Wahoo Area 
Mary Beaty, Correspondent 


Ethel Daharsh visited the new telephone 
building in Lincoln and attended the chief 
operators meeting last month. She reported 
that she had an interesting time. .. . Violet 
Holloway had an enjoyable evening in 
Omaha when she attended the stage show, 
“Good Night, Ladies.” She turns the pret- 
tiest shade of pink every time someone asks 
her about it. Wonder why? . .. Magdeline 
Stephens is spending a few weeks at home 
with her step-daughter who is visiting from 
Holdenville, Okla. . . . Hazel Hagenbuck 
and Dorothy Peters spent a day in Omaha 
shopping, from there Hazel went to Hum- 
boldt to visit friends. Hazel and Mae Beaty 
were out for a walk one evening and talking 
about the trip to New York they plan on 
taking when vacation time rolls around, 
when Hazel tripped and fell. She was suf- 
fering from bruises and a swollen mouth for 
a couple of days but is okay now. If you 
recall, a year ago Mae was hit by a truck 
and their trip was cancelled that year. Seems 
as though they never will get to New York 
at that rate. . . . A wedding dinner and 
supper was served at the Veterans Me- 
morial Building following the wedding of 
Donna Peters. All the girls at the office 
were invited. Those who took part in the 
big event were as follows: Dorothy, her 
sister, was bridesmaid; Mildred Lanik, Rose- 
mary Hiadik and Margie Simanek were 
waitresses; Mary Ann Peters, her sister-in- 
law, pinned on the ferns. ... Leona Larsen 
and her husband took a trip up to Lake 
Lillian, Minnesota, to do some fishing and 
visiting, but reported that they were too 
early for fishing. .. . Seems the place to go 
if you want what every girl dreams of is 
the Commercial Department at Wahoo. 
Margie Simanek has a beautiful diamond 
which she received for her birthday. Lots 
of happiness. ... Miss Metcalf was a visitor 
at Wahoo for the cutover at Yutan and 
spent several days visiting the Traffic 
Department. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 


Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


Ready and waiting for summer weather 
are Clara Jones and Bob Bowers. Each is 
sporting a new fuzz cut, only Clara insists 
hers is a “halo poodle.’ Why a halo on 
Clara, of all people? ...A number of the 
girls from the Accounting Department are 
taking advantage of a 4-week course offered 
by the Comptometer School in brushing up 
on their p’s and q’s in comp work. . 
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Mary Pohlenz of General Traffic says this 
is a picture of her two biggest and best 
catches—her hubby, Mel, and the ten pound 
blue catfish that she hauled in from a throw 
line in the Blue near Milford recently. Mel 
is holding the catch for two reasons—it was 
too heavy for Mary and besides she was 
afraid of it. 


Gertrude Murphy spent a few days at home 
recently, but not on vacation—measles. ... 
Eunice Sintek, a bride of two months, is 
planning her first garden. She planted 
some tomato plants according to directions. 
Along with the plants, she also planted 
moth balls. Seems the odor from the moth 
balls is to keep the rabbits from nibbling 
at the plants, but the Sinteks’ neighbors 
are sure the rabbits would be more pleasant 
than the smell coming from the garden. 
Wonder what the tomatoes will taste like? 

Some of the toll billing girls held a 
picnic at Antelope Park in honor of Janice 
Rice, a bride of next month. Others at- 
tended a shower given in Kay Weber’s 
honor. .. . Betty Trimble seems to run into 
more than her share of trouble. While de- 
veloping film, the plug came out of the 
developing tank and sloshed water down 
the front of her dress and into her shoes. 
No doubt that after this she will be more 
careful. ... Marie Vidlock spent Memorial 
Day and the following week end in Chi- 
cago; Jack Geist went to Denver; Ethel 
Crosier visited in Gray, Ia., and Shirley 
Bauer and husband spent some time in 
Kansas. Harold Brady and wife spent a 
vacation week in the Ozark Mountains, and 
Ruby Hahn is on her vacation, but details 
will have to wait until her return. Rose 
Riggs will take her vacation soon, and spend 
it with her daughter and family who will 
be visiting here from Delaware. ... Bertha 
Mae Ward came to work the Monday after 
Memorial Day walking with a limp. After 
a little questioning it seems that she was 
riding a bicycle, and fell off. Goodness, if 
that’s what bikes do to you, Mickey, best 
you stay away from motorcycles. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Phyllis Otte, Associate Editor 


The Local Commercial and General Com- 
mercial Offices held their annual picnic, 
Thursday, May 22, at Antelope Park. Al- 
though it rained practically all day, the 
weather did clear in time for the evening 
festivities. From all reports everyone had 
a very enjoyable evening. Also we would 
like to express a consoling word to all 
those brave souls who ventured to Capitol 
Beach after the picnic and found they are 
not as young as they used to be. We want 
to thank Jack Caldwell again, as chairman 
of the committee, for a job well done. ... 
Marge Whiting chose this month for a 
week of her vacation. The time was spent 
having her house all fixed up. ... Jan 
Benedetto appeared at work after a week 
end of fishing a very bright shade of red. 
She has recovered, and is ready to go to 
work on her tan again. .. . Alice Westling 
has been all smiles the last two weeks. Her 
fiance has been home on leave from Texas 
and will be stationed in Louisiana upon his 
return. Two weddings are being planned 
for the month of June—Alyce Van Burg is 
soon to become Mrs. By Hooper, and Marg 
Trimble has only a few more days to decide 
if she wants her name changed to Weather- 
hogg. Seriously, we all wish you both much 
happiness. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Joy Dobbs took a week of his vacation 
this month. He and Mrs. Dobbs went to 
Oklahoma to visit their son. From Joy’s 
story it sounded like anything but vacation 
—he spent the week painting the outside 
of Sterling’s house and laying a cement 
floor in the garage. ... Mack Nickell spent 
his vacation in Missouri—in search of good 
fishing. Marvin Pilford was another 
vacationer. ... Ed Smith took a week and 
went to Canada bear hunting. He wasn’t 
as fortunate this year as last—he didn’t 
get his bear. He reports it was mighty 
cold up there. He didn’t get a bear but did 
find the remains of some prehistoric man 
which he did bring back with him... . Ray 
Mathis is taking a week off and we under- 
stand he is getting married. ... Roy Mills, 
who was on the sick list during May, re- 
ported for work the first part of June... . 
We are sorry to report that Clyde Pierce is 
sick and will be off work for some time. 

. Clarence Eitzmann was in the office 
last week. He is out of the Army and will 
be back at work soon. He was with the 
Company Unit and spent most of his time 
in Georgia and the last six weeks in Europe. 
... We had a letter from Tom Goldenstein 
recently. He is in Korea and keeping 
pretty busy as Classification and Assign- 
ment Officer for the division. He recently 
spent a week’s rest and recuperation leave 
in Japan. While there, he took a guided 
tour through the Diet Building, the Japanese 
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White House, and visited the Imperial 
Palace. Z—Tom thinks that he may be out 
of the service some time this summer. ... 
“Swede” Foster is the proud owner of a 
new Buick—a pretty fancy automobile. 


Engineering Department 


B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


Vacations during the early part of May 
included Vic Musselman, who took a por- 
tion of his vacation during that period. Vic 
is our “wet weather” man, as it never fails 
to rain for at least a week during his leisure 
hours. Vic reports that he caught up with 
a lot of odd jobs around his home in spite 
of a week of wet weather. . . . Our list of 
visitors includes Don Swanson, Gerald Mor- 
ris and Frances Koontz McKissick. It’ was 
indeed a pleasure to have Frances and her 
husband drop in for a short visit. Frances 
says Washington is just as bad as the news 
says it is and that Nebraska looked pretty 
good to her. ... By the time this is printed 
Swanson will be back on the job after 
serving his hitch in the Army. Nebraska 
also looks mighty good to Don... . Morris 
was on his way to Alaska. How that guy 
gets around! Gerald is still in the Signal 
Corps installing COE equipment at various 
bases around the country. . . . Incidentally, 
we want to call everyone’s attention to the 
position of the Engineers in the final bowl- 
ing standings. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We had a few vacationers this month. 
Wayne Berkland took a week of his vaca- 
tion to visit with his brother who has just 
returned from Korea. .. . Merle Sherman 
said he spent his two weeks working. . . . 
Ray Baldwin started painting his house 
during his vacation. He reported no mis- 
haps, although he did say that he got almost 
as much paint on himself as he did on the 
house. ... E. E. Johnson really had him- 
self a vacation. He went to Phoenix and 
brought back his mother-in-law. While he 
was there he went on several mountain 
drives around Phoenix. On their way back 
they went by way of New Mexico and saw 
the White Sands. L. C. Hutchison, 
while on vacation from the company, worked 
at home. However, he did take some time 
off to go to Kansas and visit his folks... . 
A. E. Lamberson also stayed home and 
worked. He couldn’t figure a better time 
to put in the garden. ... J. D. Green went 
to Kansas and did a little target shooting. 
He also worked at home. .. . Bill Cotton 
just bought himself a new Nash—and, just 
in case he gets tired, the back seat very 
conveniently folds down into a bed. Must 
be pretty snazzy, huh, Bill? . . . Ralph 
Schweitzer leaves May 23; Uncle Sam 
seems to want him now. Good luck, Ralph. 

Our “4” Office will be expanding— 
there will be an addition of 47 feet square 
on the west side of the building. It was 
staked out on May 19, so construction will 


be starting fairly soon. . . . Gene Schrank 
spent two weeks at Valparaiso and Yutan 
installing C.A.X%. equipment. Dick Bauer 
and Marvin Murphy spent a few days out 
there also. Valparaiso was cut over on May 
6 and Yutan on the 20th. ... Jess May’s 
son, Arthur, graduating from Northeast 
High School and Elvin Wait’s son, Roger, 
graduating from ‘Teachers College High 
School this June, were honored at the 
Chamber of Commerce on May 20 for 
being in the upper 10 percent of their class. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Vest buttons are flying all directions in 
the Shop Foreman’s office these days. 
Grandpappy Eno is most proud of his new 
granddaughter. The baby’s father is Richard 
Eno, on military leave of absence and 
presently stationed in Florida. Kent tells 
us this is the first girl in his family for 
generations so he feels he has just cause 
for elation. We’ll wager that it’s going to 
be hard for him to wait for his July vacation 
before driving to Florida. . . . New homes 
of Shop employees is another timely subject 
of conversation. Jerry Carter is vacationing 
to get a good start on the construction of 
his new home, which he and his relatives 
are building. . . . Sammie Lawrence’s new 
home was so inviting that he couldn’t wait 
to move until his wife returned from a visit 
to Colorado. Sammy plans to be somewhat 
settled in his new surroundings when his 
wife and son come home... . Ralph Culver 
is the happy owner of a brand new Dodge. 
. . . News from Frank M. Condos, on mili- 
tary leave, is that his address is now 
Louisiana instead of Maine. En route to 
his new assignment he enjoyed several days 
in Washington, D. C. ... Art Sharp has 
been home from Texas on leave and visited 
the Supply Office. Faces and things have 
changed some since he left—even the walls 
are a different color. Art’s complexion (a 
dark, dark suntan) makes us somewhat 
envious of his stay in the sunshiny South. 

Clyde Whittington has been having 
another session at Veteran’s Hospital. We 
are all hopeful that his discomforts will soon 
be relieved. As Frank Hendrix left 
for his vacation to Chicago he was more 
than thrilled over the prospect of seeing 
the White Sox in action, “if he could find 
his way around.” ... The Rollie Winders 
vacationed for a week in Scottsbluff and 
Wyoming, incidental to attending a lodge 
convention. 


Traffic Department 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Goldia M. Bize, Associate Editor 


Mrs. Marcia Watson of the Cafeteria 
spent a week in Chicago visiting her two 
sons, John and Bob, which she reports was 
very nice. . . . Mrs. Lydia Tice of the 
Cafeteria is taking her two weeks’ vacation 
at the present time. From all reports, we 


gather Lydia is spending much time at the 
dentist’s and that is no fun at all. ... Arlene 
Higgins and Pearl Bishop are on vacation 
at the time of this writing, so we will 
give full reports on how their time was 
spent in the next issue. As may be 
noticed, your Associate Editor has traded 
the name of Simons for Bize. The change 
was made on March 29 and seems to be a 
wee bit of a surprise to everyone. 


Traffic Department 
Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Vera Wasson has a very refined cat and 
if you don’t believe it, you should see it 
daintily eat her doughnuts and coffee. ... 
Lola and Ruth Hetherington spent a week 
end with their parents at Lawrence. ... 
Kathryn Barnes has a parakeet that really 
must be very wonderful, judging from the 
accounts. . . . Lillian Campbell visited in 
Chillicothe, Mo., recently. . . . Vacationers 
include Jean Vybiral, David City; “Tippy” 
Wicken, Sioux City; Dorothy Strasser, 
Hastings; Marilyn Fones, Oregon; Mary 
Arthur, California; Georgie Story, Western; 
Lois Meyers, Grand Island; ‘“Tinky” Dealy, 
Blue Hill; Lillian Baker, Verletta Gable, 
Patricia Alkire, Wilma Drake, Dorothy 
Appleman, Dorothy Thiem and Donna 
Donovan. ... Berdina Rau was the honoree 
at three showers given by Lilliam Camp- 
bell and Delores Slate; Esther Borchers, 
Eleanor Smith and Lois Schukei; Georgia 


Story and Lee Shurtleff. . . . Esther Bor- 
chers came blithely into the operating 
room on a recent Sunday and sat down at 
the board and answered a long distance 
signal — but alas — the subscriber just 
couldn’t hear her—no headset! ... Georgia 
Smith, assistant chief operator, spent her 
vacation at home, moving into her new 
home. Incidentally, her dog, Sammy, now 
has a yard enclosed by a white picket fence. 


Southern District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 

The flyswatter season is upon us. The 
Commercial Department has dug its out 
of moth balls and used it upon one crea- 
ture, so far, of no small dimensions. It 
must be good flying weather all around as 
Helen Dettmer and Wilma James took 
their first airplane ride. They had a bird’s 
eye view of their homes. Amel McVay 
seems to be interested in a different kind 
of fly. He attended a ball game in Omaha. 
. . . Wisitors this month were Mrs. Roger 
Wilhelms of Fairbury and Grace Overman 
and small daughter of Stella. Mrs. Over- 
man was an operator here for several years, 
before her marriage. Evelyn Snyder has 
moved to Nebraska City. Leta Holscher 
attended the dedication of the new Hope 
Lutheran Church at Burr. Helen Dettmer 
and her sister have moved into an apart- 
ment. .. Vacationing this month are 
Dorothy Biggerstaff and Nadine Moritz. 


Mrs. Roy Mills Square Dance President 


A signal honor has been 
accorded Jean Mills in her 
election to the presidency of 
the Lincoln Council of Folk 
und Square Dance Clubs. 
She is the wife of Roy Mills, 
noted in telephone circles 
as an expert cable splicer, 
first tenor and golfer. 

The Council is the central 
coordinating body of 22 
square dance clubs of the 
Capital City and is respon- 
sible for staging the annual 
festival which draws square 
dancers from the far corners 
of the state every spring. 
The University Coliseum is 
used for the occasion. Fif- 
teen hundred dancers ap- 
peared on the floor at the 
last festival, while 3,000 
paying spectators watched 
from the balcony. Mrs. Mills served as 
secretary of the organization last year. 

The Mills are members of the “Forty- 
Niners,’ the square dance club made 
up mainly of telephone employees, Roy 
being a past president. Mrs. Mills is 
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the third member of this club to be 
elected to head the Council; that office 
having formerly been held by ‘Forty- 
Niners” R. L. Clinton and Harold 


Brady. 


Dorothy is spending one week at home 
housecleaning. She plans to spend the sec- 
ond week “just having fun.” Nadine’s fiance, 
Sterling Lampe, A.N., has just returned 
home from his ship, the U.S.S. Antietam. 
Sterling is a brother to Marjorie DeBuhr. 
Also visiting is Claudine Dyer’s boy friend, 
2nd Lt. Richard Stewart. He expects to 
leave for Ft. Hood, Texas, soon. . .. Doro- 
thy Biggerstaff’s sister, Lois Houtz, has 
started working as an operator. She was 
formerly an operator at Falls City. . 
Those with new cars are Oakel Butler and 
Harry Rogers. Harry had a little bad luck. 
He had a wreck soon after he got his new 
car but has now acquired another new one. 
... Emma Lee DeJonge, Humboldt cashier, 
has returned from her vacation. She spent 
it gardening and house cleaning. . .. Ivan 
Haith, Rose Fankhauser, Catherine Gillen 
and Mary Meitser attended the Pioneer 
party held in Lincoln May 17. They all 
reported having had a nice time. 
Beatrice Area 


Frank Nevitt, Anna Menninga and 
Donna Wehling, Correspondents 


Skipper Clyde Burge recently purchased 
a muzzle brake for his deluxe 8 millimeter 
Mauser rifle. Seems the recoil had a habit 
of upsetting his nibs every time he squeezed 
off that high pressure stuff. Now the brake 
was supposed to take care of the recoil, 
soften things, so to speak. Seems that he 
made the installation, hoping to save a 
few dollars. Results—the brake worked in 
reverse! Three days later the skipper re- 
marked how good it was to sit again... . 
Ted Ray is the proud owner of a boat and 
an outboard motor, one of those noisy 
things you start with a five foot length 
of rope with a knot tied in the end—and 
a prayer. Ted started his on full throttle— 
four men helped him pull the prow out of 
a mud bank on the opposite shore. ... Dear 
folks, you should see Howard ‘“Stub” 
Roland and his hunting dog. At first sight, 
you will wonder who is hunting for whom. 
In his younger days, many years ago, Stub 
was a track man and high jumper, and 
everyone knows it takes a lot of man to 
lift his legs high enough to clear a six 
foot hurdle. Incidentally, the dog is a 
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Groups of chief operators visited the General Office Building last month to get better 
acquainted with people and department functions there. L. W. Cleveland, traffic chief, is 
explaining dial switching operations with the demonstration unit at right as the group observes. 
Left to right, Myra Metcalf, traveling chief operator, Stella Clark of Auburn, Ethel Daharsh 
of Wahoo, Irene Swan of David City,, Cecile Morehead of Tecumseh, and Hilda Johanns of 


huge cocker spaniel which will be, when 
full grown, fully 12 inches high at the 
shoulders. Stub did say something about 
stilts. . . . Frank Nevitt landed an eight 
pound seven ounce, 24-inch rainbow trout 
at Lake McConaughy. The exciting part of 
trout fishing is when they pull off 40 or 50 
yards of line and leap out of the water try- 
ing to throw the hook. If they succeed, your 
chances to hook another is about one in 
500. The line and leader used would sup- 
port no more than four pounds. After 40 
minutes the fisherman is just about as tired 
as the fish. F. E. Behm will vouch for 
the size of this fish. . . . Francis Darnold 
and his installers are with us again. It 
seems rather nice to have some new faces 
around occasionally, in spite of the fact 
that some of them are always cashing 
vouchers and using our staples. But truth- 
fully, we really don’t mind. ... Polly Her- 
gott was out of the city for two weeks, on 
her vacation. Whenever we mention “vaca- 
tion” to her she sort’a gives us a dirty look. 
After two weeks back at work she is pretty 
well rested up. It seems she spent her 
vacation at her home, near Gilead, making 
a garden, cleaning some of the house, and 
polishing up the Ford. Norma Jean 
Rutan is sporting a new Alpine Blue 
Fordomatic Ford. She says it really is a 
dream to drive, but when it comes to stop- 
ping she tries to step on the clutch and 
nearly goes through the floor boards... . 
We are sorry to report that Mr. Dickenman 
is ill. We certainly hope he will soon be 
well and back to work... . Our ex-secretary 
to the District Manager, Mrs. Chris Mason, 
and her husband, Lyle, are the proud par- 
ents of a seven pound twelve ounce boy. 
Jeffrey Scott was selected for his name.... 
Darlene Remmers and Evelyn Craig, of the 
Traffic Department, are on the sick list 
at this time. Best wishes to both of you 
for a speedy recovery. Ruth Corter is with 
us again as night operator. Looks like 
wedding bells for Phyllis Workman, judg- 
ing from the diamond she is proudly wear- 
ing. Mrs. Marvin Dunn (formerly Betty 
Puckett) just returned from a vacation in 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


Plattsmouth. Part of the Pioneers historical exhibit is in the background. 
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Fairbury Area 


Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 


Emilie Bleich went to Centerville, So. 
Dak., to visit her sister and family. Beryl 
Leslie spent the week end in Lincoln. Satur- 
day evening she attended the Pioneer Ban- 
quet at the Cornhusker Hotel. Others 
attending the banquet were Mary Jackson, 
Annabelle Stocker, Mathilda Alpers, Mr. 
and Mrs. T. E. Longdon and Mr. and Mrs. 
jJ. C. Gear. We wonder what is in 
Oklahoma City? Arlene Boley and Helen 
Thompson spent another week end there. 
Is it the SCENERY, girls? ... Jerry Don- 
aldson and Betty Furry have dissolved part- 
nership. Each has moved to new quarters. 

. Wauneta Child has been in a Beatrice 
hospital for the last ten days. A bed jacket 
was presented to her as a gift from the 
Traffic and Commercial Office girls. Waun- 
eta is at home at this time recuperating. 
Hope you are feeling better, Wauneta.... 
Ricka Schenk’s son and family are here 
from California, helping make her vacation 
a happy one. Just so she doesn’t spoil the 
grandchildren while here. . . . We do not 
think our chief operator is a full fledged 
fisherman yet. She thinks when she wears 
boots for fishing they are to be filled with 
water to keep her on the ground. Better 
go back to your horse and colt, Miss Dunn. 
... Two of the Traffic girls, Jaunita War- 
ing and Arlene Boley, recently had the 
measles. Do you have to be different, girls? 
. .. We have one of our older employees 
-back with us, working part time. Welcome 
back, Edna. . . . Eileen Robinson has been 
having a little trouble with her throat again 
but is back at work now. Hope you are feel- 
ing better. ... Irene James is back to work 
after spending a three months’ leave of 
absence with her husband in Mississippi. 
She brought back a nice sun tan and also 
five extra pounds. No southern drawl, how 
come? ... Earl Schemmerhorn is still on 
the sick list but looking better every day. 

Betty Schaffert’s folks from Mich- 
igan are here visiting. 


Tecumseh Area 


Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Vacations have started around here with 
Waldo Harringtén having the first one. He 
spent it in Kanorado, Kans., with relatives. 
The surprising thing is that he didn’t bring 
back any new salt and pepper shakers. 
During Waldo’s absence, Tyler Ryan de- 
cided to take a hand in cleaning the office. 
Very diligently he set to work scrubbing 
the floor, and then had to go over it four 
times to get off the soap! ... Irby Halver- 
stadt’s wife underwent surgery at St. Eliza- 
beth Hospital, Lincoln, the latter part of 
April. She is at home now and making a 
rapid recovery. ... A recent visitor here 
was a former cashier, Marie Murply Jun- 
gels, who now lives in Portland, Ore. ..- . 
Cecile Morehead was in Lincoln May 1 
and 2 to attend meetings for chief oper- 
ators. She particularly enjoyed the tour 
through the Lincoln office building. 

Pvt. Wallace Weber, on leave from Army 
duties at Ft. Knox, Ky., spent quite a bit 
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of time helping in the Plant Department. 
He thought it seemed good to be back at 
his old job. ... Mary Meister and Cecile 
Morehead attended the Pioneers Banquet 
in Lincoln May 17 and reported having a 
wonderful time. . . . Eva Wenzl was hostess 
for a bridal shower recently for Nancy 
Wilson. Nancy’s wedding date was May 
16, at Pawnee City. ...A fishing expedi- 
tion composed of Tyler Ryan, his two boys, 
Bob and Dave, Harold Drake, Bill Eckles, 
Raymond Johnson and Ted Husing and his 
boy, well armed with plenty of provisions 
and bait, set out for the wide open spaces. 
After seven hours they trudged wearily 
homeward and even had some fish they’d 
caught; however, they seem to have done 
more eating than fishing. . .. Henri Goracke 
saw Pee Wee Hunt and his Orchestra in 
Omaha recently. Henri and her two sisters 
have an apartment in town now, but where 
are they very apt to be seen?? Dining out 
in the restaurant! 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 
Area Manager and Mrs. C. J. Crew spent 
the week of April 28 vacationing in Mon- 
tana. ... A. L. Ackermann is enjoying his 
vacation fishing, loafing and visiting with 
relatives from Texas. “Red” also took an 
unexpected dip in the river one day while 
fishing. We forgot to tell him that he was 
supposed to use a fishing pole to catch fish 
and not dive in after them. We sure wish 
we could have been around to see this 
plunge. ... Mr. and Mrs. Scheierman had 
as guests their daughter and family from 
Texas. Maxine Stolzenberg started 
vacations rolling in the Traffic Depart- 
ment by spending two weeks loafing and 
cleaning house. . Any black and blue 
spots you may see on any of the traffic 
employees, or the cashier, are merely the 
after effects of learning to roller skate. 
Some of the spills they have been taking 
are breath taking. .. . On May 17 Area 
Manager and Mrs. C. J. Crew, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. R. Minich and Mr. and Mrs. 
R. J. Weis attended the Pioneers Banquet 
at Lincoln. Recent visitors in the 
Geneva office were the eighth grade pupils 
from the Geneva Public School. 
Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 
Vacations are in full swing. Joan Thomp- 
son is spending hers in Wisconsin visiting 
her sister, and Irene Kripal reports an 
enjoyable time spent in Omaha. ... Mr. 
and Mrs. Ernie Wellman have as their 
guest, Mr. Wellman’s mother from Colorado. 
Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 
Rae Ellen Grannis and Verena Carr re- 
cently returned from a very enjoyable 
vacation spent visiting Verena’s aunt in 
Los Angeles, Calif. ... Those spending the 
week end out of town were Moreane All- 
dritt, who visited in Iowa, and Jessie 
VanTrump, who visited friends in Fairbury. 


. .. Mr. and Mrs. Flowerday, Miss: Pear- 
son, Miss Larson and Miss VanTrump were 
among those attending the Pioneers reunion 
and banquet in Lincoln on the evening of 
May 17... Helen Campbell attended 
the wedding of her brother in Dannebrog 
on May 16. 
Superior Area 
Donna J. Henriksen, Correspondent 

Vacations are beginning to start again 
for the summer. Gearldeen Williams will 
start hers next week. Irene Hashage is 
on hers this week and has spent most of 
her time at home. Edith and Buelah Par- 
sons are spending theirs at home and are 
deep in home work, papering the house. 
. .. Three bridal showers were given May 
21, honoring Twilla Fletcher Jensen, Letha 
Ross and Marilyn Davis. To each, our 
best wishes. 


Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Wait, Stromsburg, 
attended the Pioneer dinner at the Corn- 
husker Hotel in Lincoln on May 17. 

Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 

Those from the Sutton area attending 
the Pioneer Banquet in Lincoln were Mr. 
and Mrs. J. H. Mankamyer and Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Cassell. D. D. Firme, 
Plant Department, has been absent with 
the measles. 

York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 

Vacation time is rolling around and this 
month we find several girls from the Traf- 
fic Department enjoying themselves—that 


is, except Darlene Scott who spent the 
greater part of her leave with a siege of 
mumps, but who recovered in time to visit 
relatives in Springfield, Missouri... . Ferne 
Wilger will be in Denver, Colo., next week, 
just having a good time... - Darolyn Oberg 
Stayed a little closer to home, visiting in 
Erickson, Omaha, Lincoln and Hampton. 

. . If we were driving down to McCool 
along the river, we would probably find 
Alex Pauley, Vance Embrey and Duane 
Grove, Plant Department employees, try- 
ing their luck with the fishing pole. They 
reported one catch of a couple of four- 
pound catfish. Beverly Smith also 
enjoys fishing, or maybe it is just being 
out in the open. Anyway, she spent last 
Sunday at the sandpits near Silver Creek. 
- . . Loretta Wyatt must have been up in 
the clouds one day when she awoke, hur- 
ried to get ready, called a cab and arrived 
at the Central office just a few minutes 
before ten, only to discover that she 
wasn’t scheduled on duty until twelve 
o’clock noon. (Loretta is a recent bride. ) 
. . - Nola Cavender was wearing a sparkle 
in her eye and a sparkler on her finger 
Sunday morning when she reported for 
duty. John Buck, driver-lineman on Mr. 
Piper’s construction gang, is the lucky 
grooin-to-be. ... Getting to the more serious 
side of the news, JoAnn Williamsen was 
taken to the hospital for an emergency 
appendectomy on May 19. Get well soon, 
Jo. . . . George Mehuron is convalescing 
at the home of his daughter near Tamora 
and we are glad to report that he is get- 
ting along fine. 
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YOU TAKE THE BALL LIKE THIS, 
DAD. That, apparently, is the gist of 
the conversation between Clem Bot- 
torff, Lincoln switchman, and his 16 
year old ball-playing son, Roger, as the 
boy explains some of the fine points of 
baseball to his Dad. This is a case 
where the father has good cause to lis- 
ten, too, because Roger is a high school 
baseball hero. The no hit, no run, no 


walk ball game that he pitched last 
month won the state high school base- 
ball tournament for Lincoln High and 
placed Roger’s name on that select list 
of twirlers who achieve this dream of 
all pitchers. 


The game went only five innings be- 
cause Lincoln was ahead of its oppo- 
nent, Curtis, 15 to 0 at that point, which 
automatically closed the contest accord- 
ing to tournament rules. However, 
Roger faced only 15 men in those five 
innings and struck out 12 of them! Not 
a Curtis man felt the touch of first base. 

Clem himself is an old hand at the 
diamond sport, having played a whale 
of a lot of baseball in outfield positions 
in years past. He has been a mainstay 
on many LT&T teams and played sev- 
eral seasons in the Lincoln industrial 
league. But he admits that his ball 
playing days brought up nothing to 
compare with his son’s pitching per- 
formance. The boy is a southpaw and 
relies mostly on control and a tanta- 
lizing curve to keep the batters swing- 
ing at empty space. 

But the pay off is the fact that Roger 
is listed on the game’s lineup as a re- 
lief pitcher. “Just wait until they put 
him on as a first string chucker,” says 
Clem. “Then you'll really see some- 
thing.” 


joe hartley 


AW HECK, WE OGHT 
To THROW HIM 
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A COUPLE OF FISHERMEN, DOWN GENEVA WAY HEARD A GREAT 
THRESHING IN THE WATER AND, RUSHING To THE SPOT, 
DRAGGED THE STRUGGLING OBJECT TO THE BANK 'y HOPING 
IT To BE A GIANT CATFISH — BUT IT WAS ONLY"RED” WHO 
HAD FALLEN IN THE RIVER IN THE EXCITEMENT OF 
TRYING TO LAND HIS FIRST NIBBLE OF -THE DAY. 
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L.P YOUNG, TRAFFIC SUPT., INADVERTENTLY SAT IN A GOB 
OF PITCH WHILE FISHING FROM A BRIDGE AND,INORDER 
0 PROTECT THE CAR SEAT, HE RODE HOME PERCHED ON 
A FOLDED NEWSPAPER. WHEN HE FINALLY ToRE 
HIMSELE AWAY FROM THE PAPER tT WAS FOUND 
ART THE TePE HAD TRANSFERRED ITSELF INTACT 
AND READABLE O THE SERT OF HIS PANTS. 


FERN WILGER , YORK TRAFFIC, HAD THE URGE 
TO TRY HER HAND AT HOME LANDSCAPING. 
SHE BOUGHT A GOODLY SUPPLY OF PLANTS 
AND TOOLS INCLUDING A A/7ZHFORK. 
THEN, SETTING ABOUT TO PREPARE THE SOIL, SHE 
FORCED THE PITCHFORK DEEP INTO THE PACKED 
EARTH , BORE MIGHTILY ON THE HANDLE AND 
BENT THE FRAGILE TINES STRAIGHT BACKWARD, 
_ TANS CONCLUDED FERNS EXCURSION IN 
THE FIELD OF HORTICULTURE 
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“THE WINDOW 15 
SMALLER “THAN 
IT WAS THE LAST 
TIME I FORGOT eae. 
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BETTY MILES, EASTERN DISTRICT 

IN HURRYING 10 GET-10 HER D FC RETART, 
OF THE EIGHT O'CLOCK WHISTLE , PULLED 
ON THE OFFICE POOR WITH 100 MUCH 
VIGOR AND FETCHED UP AGAINST HE 
WALL WITH THE DOOR KNOB CLUTCHED 
IN HER HAND. 
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JOHN BACKS{ROM ACCOUNTING, Now : 
WALKS WITH @ LIMP. . He NSISES THAT AND HAD JO GAIN ENTRANCE VIA THE BASEMENT WINDOW, 


HE HAS KEPT HIS EYES STRAIGHT AHEAD | > 
FOR YEARS UNTIL ONE NOON WHEN HE 
ALLOWED THEM 10 FOLLOW A BLONDISH 
PERSON ALONG THE STREET FOR ONLY 
A MOMENT— BUT TiME ENOUGH FOR 
JOHN To MISS HIS FOOTING AT THE 
HIGH CURB AND TURN HIS ANKLE 


LYDIA HOLLOWAY, HCCOUNTING, GAVE 
HERSELF A HOME PERMANENT AND 
DECIDED 10 TAKE A SHORT NAP 
WHILE IT WAS SETTING. HOURS 
LATER SHE AWOKE To FINO HER 
_ HAIR COILED LIKE MAIN SPRINGS, 
LYDIA HAD fo TAKE NEXT MORNING 
OFF 10 WORK (7 BACK INTO 


'M GOING 10 FIND 
THAT NICKEL IF | 

HAVE TO CARRY THE 
SAND HOME AND 
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(Owns, LL COMBING SRAFE SEVERELY . RETRIBUTION RESAYS, SIFT IT, 
ie xt ; SHOULDNT BESO SWIFT AND UNERRING. ( J 
CS), 7} i 0° \ UNDERST nd ~ antl THis uct 

200 THIS WEAK La : _4 
‘ SHOULD MAKE <A 
C2} : FEELING . f IT INTO a 
fi A Suit ! a a 
\ w ~ 


+ 
BBY 
“4 
Z| 


GaPru 
_o 


they 


GRACE CRUSE, PERSONNEL ; THREW) AWAY A 

“KLEENEX AND A NICKEL WITH THE SANE 
MOTION. BOTH HIT WHAT SHE AIMED AT... « 
. ONE OF THOSE SAND-IRAP CUSPIDORS 
THAT ADORN THE HALLS OF THE GENERAL 
OFFICE. THE NICKEL DISAPPEARED WITHOUT A 
TRACE AND GRACE WAS SOON UP HER ELB0UIS 
IN SAND AS A CROWD GATHERED To 
CHEER HER VAIN EFFORTS 10 FIND THE 
COIN. (GRACE WAS BORN IN SCOTLAND!) 
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MARY LEVENDUSKY, ENGINEERING, WAS CAUGHT 
IN R NOON SHOWER AND RETURNED 10 THE OFFICE 
DRIPPING WET. INSTEAD OF SHRINKING , AS 
Mig BE EXPECED WER NEW KNIT SKIRT BEGAN 
RETCH IN ALL DIRECTIONS. MARY FINALLY 
WAS WEARING THE BELT JUST BELOW THE ARM 
PITS AND THE SHIRT WAS STILL MUCH 100 LONG. 
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WITHOUT LOOKING UP FROM HER WORK ON THE 
DAILY HDDENDUM DARLENE MULTER LINCOLN TRAFFIC, 
OOK A SWAT AT A BUMBLE BEE THINKING IT WAS 
f PESTIFEROUS FLY. .SHE TOOK FLIGHT IMMEDIATELY 
AS THE BES BEGAN SWOOPING DOWN IN 
BOMBING RUNS WITH HER HEAD AS 
THE “TARGET, 


BEVERLY SMITH YORK 15 STILL LOOKING 
FOR THE FUNNY PERSON WHO SLIPPED 
A PAVING BRICK INTO HER SUITCASE 
AS SHE WAS READY To TAKE OFF 
ON A RECENT WEEK-END TRIP. 
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The welcome sign was hung on the 
door at Wilber on June 19 and about 
180 people of the town accepted our 
invitation to visit the office and see 
what the new dial switching equipment 
looked like. There was a steady flow 
of visitors during the afternoon and 
evening and everyone seemed to take 
much interest in what they saw. 

Area Manager George Brock report- 
ed that all of the people he talked to 
were very complimentary in their re- 
marks about the new service, although 
several commented that they missed the 
pleasant voices of the operators. 

The open house was planned and 
arranged by Brock with the assistance 
of Manager Vyrl Clark. Visitors en- 
tered at the north door where they 
were given an explanation of dial 
equipment by means of a demonstration 
unit built for that purpose. They were 
then taken through the equipment 
room and the commercial office where 
they were presented with souvenirs by 
Lavina McElroy, cashier. Charles 
Meshier, Lumir Vosika and Leon Rezny 
assisted with explanations. A. B. Gor- 
man and Joe Hartley attended from 
Lincoln. 

Among the notable visitors were 
members of the Wilber chamber of 
commerce who presented the Company 
with a beautiful floral piece of gladioli 
and peppermint carnations. 
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People in Pictures 


1. Lumir Vosika, Charles Meshier, Vyrl Clark 
and Georse Brock pose in front of the office 


with its sign of welcome. 2. Lavina McElroy, 
cashier, presents souvenirs and candy to vis- 
itors Mr. and Mrs. Joe Placek and sons Ron- 
ald and Donnie. 3. Leon Rezny shows Ethel 
Park and Joan Znamenacek, Crete employees, 
the dial demonstration unit. 4 and 5. Vyrl 
Clark, left, and Lumir Vosika, right, explain 
the dial equipment to interested listeners. 
6. Manager Clark is doing his kest to follow 
an explanation of the dial equipment by his 
wife, Lucille. 7. Two youthful citizens of 
Wilber carry on a conversation on the dial 


demonstration unit under the guidance of 
Area Manager George Brock. 8. Charles 


Meshier, district wire chief, points out the 
workings of dial switches on the demonstra- 
tion unit. 


Walroth Cops 


Two Cups in 
bolf Tourney 


Just call him Bobby Jones, the grand 
slam kid of LT&?T. That would be 
George E. Walroth of General Com- 
mercial who roared around Pioneers 
golf course in tune with a roaring wind 
to win both the handicap and the 
medalist cups of the golfers association 
with a snappy 84. His 13 point handi- 
cap gave him a net 71 in that competi- 
tion. It was his second round of the 
year. 

Runners up in medal play were 
former champs Roy Mills with 85 and 
John McKinzie with 91. In the hand 
cap play Howard Spahnle came in 
second with a net of 74 with Bob 
Bowers third with 75. 

The tournament was held on June 
22 after a week’s postponement because 
of a heat wave which sent the thermo- 
meter up to 105. 

Dethroned by Walroth’s twin killing 
were Charles Connors who put together 
a gross 101 and a handicap of 34 last 
year to take the C. C. Donley handicap 
cup with a net 67 and John McKinzie, 
1951 medal cup winner. McKinzie’s 
medal last year was 83. 

George’s double victory is the first 
of its kind in the 15 years of tourna- 
ment play of the Lincoln Telephone 
Employees Golf Association. His only 
other call to fame came in 1946 when 


Links athletes line up before the tee off with Pioneers club house as a backdrop. Left to 
right, standing, Bob Bowers, Don Nelson, George Walroth, Frank Kubat, Walt Roberts, Howard 
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Spahnle, John McKinzie, I. J. Devoe, Ade Newens, Tom Risser, Paul Henson and Dewey 
Nelsen; seated, Loran Powell, Dick Hobson, Ed Dorland, Larry Connealy, Roy Mills, Bob 
Wohlberg and Dean Hobson. Contestants not in the picture, Merle Hale, Ken Lawson, Bob 


Merrill and A. B. Gorman. 


he was co-champ with Roy Mills at the 
tournament held at Hillcrest country 
club. Both shot 83. 

The meet this year was again in the 
experienced and energetic hands of the 
Association’s secretary-treasurer, Dewey 
Nelsen, who came through as usual 
with a well-planned and managed 
competition. The miracle man with 
money once more offered a bargain rate 
of $1.00 for which the participant 
received a $1.25 greens fee ticket and a 
shot at numerous prizes for good and 
bad golf. A field of 23 golfers res- 
ponded. 

Prize winners in addition to Wal- 
roth’s medal and handicap cups were 
Larry Connealy for the high medal of 
136; most consistent nine, a split be- 
tween Tom Risser and Howard Spahnle; 
most inconsistent nine, undisputed win- 
ner was Bob Wohlberg; E. L. Dorland, 
Iong drive on number 1; Dean Hobson, 
long drive on number 11; Ade Newens, 


closest to pin on number 7; Loran 
Powell, closest to pin on number 13; 


Dewey Nelsen, closest to pin on number 
17; Frank Kubat, closest second shot 
on number 3; Bob Merrill, closest second 
shot on number 9; Ot Gorman, closest 
second shot on number 15 and Roy 
Mills, closest second shot on number 18. 

Secretary Nelsen said that plans are 
in the making for another meet to be 
held this fall if everything works out 
right. He is shooting for Hillcrest as 
the scene of battle. 


There is ample reason for has-beens John 
McKinzie, left, and Charles Connors, right, to 
drag out the old crying towel and let them- 
selves go. Beaming George Walroth shows 
why as he holds up the two golf trophies he 
won this year as he knocked McKinzie, last 
year’s medalist, and Connors, 1951 handicap 
winner, from their championship _ thrones. 
Walroth won both events for the first time 
since the Association was formed in 1938. 


Thirteen golfers together with Cecil Donley 
and Carl Ahl, who played only ea agree 
k after e to - 

BOE ree ict. atlarncon performances, 
receive prizes and enjoy delicious steak din- 
ners. Standing at left are Donley and Ahl 
while at right are Merle Hale. I. J. Devoe and 
Ken Lawson. Seated clockwise around the 
table are Secretary-ireasurer Dewey Nelsen, 
Bob Bowers, Bob Wohlberg, Loran Powell, 
Roy Mills, George Walroth, Dick Hobson, 
Dean Hobson and Walt Roberts. The waitress 
is LaWanna Graham, formerly an operator in 
Lincoln Traffic. 


A conference of management employees, 
the first of its kind since 1947, was held June 
12 at the Cornhusker hotel. The attendance 
of 170 was comprised of Company officials, 
managers, chief operators and _ supervisors 
from all departments and districts. 


The day-long meeting was divided into 
two parts. The morning session was a gen- 
eral meeting with officials speaking briefly 
concerning their respective phases of opera- 
tion. Later a question and answer forum 
was held and the group then divided into 
conferences for traffic employees and for 
commercial and plant employees. 


President Thomas C. Woods reviewed 
general business conditions and the status 
of the Company. He said that in his opinion 
the Company is now under the best man- 
agement in its history and praised the fine 
spirit and cooperation of employees a 
being a most important factor contributing 
to the success of the organization. 
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Merle M. Hale, vice-president, said that 
our number one job is to see that the Com- 
pany makes enough revenue to meet ex- 
penses, pay good wages, pay taxes and have 
enough left to give our investors a reason- 
able return. To do this he said that our 
service must be not only good but very 
good and that the Company and its em- 
ployees should be sure that we get value 
received for the money we spend. He noted 
that the Company’s return is now only 4% 
and that in the opinion of the management 
it should be at least 7%. This is necessary, 
he said, if we are to continue to attract 
investors’ money in sufficient quantity to 
be able to carry on our program of im- 
provement and expansion. 

Mr. Hale also praised the work of the 
employees. “We seldom receive a_ letter 
of complaint,” he said, adding that this 


is a positive indication that the service is 
generally good. 

Both Mr. Woods and Mr. Hale expressed 
their convictions that communication within 
the organization is of utmost importance. 
Mr. Hale said that meetings of employees 
and management would be held often to 
permit a better exchange of ideas, promote 
improvements and economies, stimulate 
interest in the Company’s program and 
make employees realize that they are a 
very important part of the organization. 

Deploring the growth of government and 
the rise in taxes, Mr. Hale noted that the 
Company’s taxes had gone up 347% since 
1940 and now amounted to $2.00 per month 
per telephone from the money we receive 
from customers. There is too much gov- 
ernment in business, he said, too many bu- 
reaucrats, too much regulation and_ too 


much dishonesty and our high taxes help 
subsidize this trend. 

Following Mr. Hale on the morning pro- 
gram were C. C. Donley, chief engineer; 
I. J. Devoe, general auditor; K. L. Lawson, 
general commercial superintendent; H. W. 
Potter, secretary and treasurer; John Mc- 
Kinzie, general plant superintendent; Walter 
F. Roberts, personnel director: and L. P. 
Young, general traffic superintendent. 

In the picture at left above, I. J. Devoe 
is discussing the financial status and opera’ 
tions of the Company at the afternoon plant 
and commercial conference. Mr. Lawson 
and Mr. McKinzie later addressed this 
group. At right is the traffic conference 
with L. P. Young, Mary Bronemeier and 
Lloyd Cleveland conducting the discussion. 
The picture below is a view of the general 
morning session. 
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The second floor of the new Lincoln 
building is beginning to look like an 
equipment room as the first group of 
Automatic Electric Company installers 
start putting wp the frame work for the 
switching equipment and main frames. 
Five carloads of iron frames and equip- 
ment have been received so far and 
transported to the building under the 
watchful supervision of W. W. Eden. 
The pictures at left, above and below, 
show this work in progress. At right, 
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above, are the Automatic Electric men 
who are working here now and a fine 
group of fellows they are too. Left to 
right, they are E. W. Golden, J. W. 
Schumacher, Installation Foreman A. 
H. Kroon, T. A. Rogers, V. K. Austin 
and R. C. Roxin. At right, below, is a 
view of the addition work at “4” office 
with construction men pouring cement 
for the extension of the cable vault. 
The west wall of the building visible 
in the picture will be taken out and a 
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47’ x 47’ addition built to the west for 
new equipment. The new addition will 
be patterned after the same architec- 
tural plan as the present building and 
will more than double the floor space. 
Ultimately, the building as it is now 
being constructed will have capacity 
for 8,200 lines and 13,500 terminals to 
take care of the telephone needs of that 
fast growing section of Lincoln. At 
present there are 4,200 lines and 7,000 
terminals working there. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
June: 


Primary members: Camilla E. Selzer, Da- 
vid City Traffic, $274.50; Leota N. Bovard, 


Hastings Traffic, $213.05; Reah F. Churchill, 
Lincoln Traffic, $15.00; Rowena J. Light, York 
Commercial, $4.00; Rolland R. Winders, Lin- 
coln Supply, $60.00; Dell C. Gilmore, Lincoln 
Service, $10.00; JoAnn Williamson, York Traf- 
fic, $209.00; Darlene E. Remmers, Beatrice 
Traffic, $299.50; Davida M. Scroggins, Hastings 
Traffic, $47.00; Ruth A. Kiesow, Beatrice 
Traffic, $53.95; G. D. Murrish, Hastings Plant, 
$10.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. P. G. Radebaugh, Lin- 
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coln, $72.41; Michael E. Kersaw, Lincoln, 
$58.50; Mrs. K. J. Boshart, Lincoln, $10.50; 
Mrs. R. L. Wenzel, Lincoln, $7.50; Mrs. H. M. 
Zimmerman, Lincoln, $173.25; Mrs. R. L. 
Hohnstein, Lincoln, $177.00; Mrs. H. G. White, 


Lincoln, $49.88; Sandra L. Smith, Lincoln, 
$51.60; Larry Sanburg, York, $41.25; Steven 
K. Keogh, Hastings, $50.85; Robert C. Green, 
Lincoln, $49.09; John C. Eggerss, Lincoln, 
$9.00; Betty Jo Caley, Fairbury, $37.50; Mrs. 
A. E. Dulin, Lincoln, $11.25. 


Cievers Will Head Telephone Pioneers 


Alex M. Geist 
Vice President 


Bruce Sievers 
President 
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B. A. Bunting 
Members Executive Committee 


R. V. Clifford 


Bruce J. Sievers, assistant general 
auditor of Lincoln, was chosen president 
of the Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chapter 
in the annual election of that organi- 
zation in early June. Balloting was 
done by mail. During the past term of 
office Mr. Sievers was vice-president of 
the Chapter and before that had been 
thoroughly grounded in its activities 
through his work in four of the general 
committees; two of which he served 
as chairman. 


The new vice president is Alex M. 
Geist, a charter member, who has been 
active for many years on the social and 
membership committees and who twice 
served as Master of Ceremonies for the 
annual banquet. Roy A. Carlson was 
elected secretary, succeeding Ernest 
Royce; while Waldo J. McDowell 
replaces Cecile H. Anderson as trea- 
surer. B. A. Bunting, of Columbus and 
R. V. Clifford, Lincoln, were elected to 
membership on the executive com 
mittee. The term of office is for three 
years on this six-member committee, the 
tenure of two members expiring each 
year. Other members of the committee, 
holding over with unexpired terms are 
Lillian Bader, Nebraska City; Ted Ray, 
Beatrice; Howard Spahnle and Gerald 
Miller, both of Lincoln. 


The election results were announced 


Waldo J. McDowell 


A. Carlson 
Hoy ing Treasurer 


Secretary 
by L. A. Stacy, retiring president, in his 
annual report to the membership. The 
resume’ of the activities of various com- 
mittees, submitted as part of the report, 
reveala continuing state of good health 
for the Chapter. A larger bank balance, 
an increase in membership, the record 
attendance at the annual banquet and 
other social functions all stand as tri- 
butes to the industry of committee 
members and Chapter boosters. 

The death of ten members during the 
year was reported by the Resolutions 
Committee; included among them was 
Frank H. Woods, for whom the Chapter 
is named. 

Mr. Stacy also announced that the 
revised By-Laws were approved by a 
majority of the ballots returned and 
therefore are in force for the future 
government of the organization. 


The incoming officers took over their 
new duties July 1 and, as yet, the plans 
for the coming fiscal year are still much 
in the formative stage. The By-Laws 
provide for expansion in the scope of 
Chapter activities with the creation of 
a Hobby Committee and delineate 
further duties to several established 
committees. A Nominating Committee 
and Election Board were also defined in 
the new By-Laws. 


RGANIZATION of the ninth chap- 
ter of the Independent Telephone 
Pioneer Association in Pennsylvania 
was announced recently by Merle M. 
Hale, national president. The newest 
chapter will be known as the Keystone 
State Chapter. 

Preliminary plans for formation of 
the chapter were started several months 
ago by Paul L. Cowan, secretary- 
treasurer of the Pennsylvania Telephone 
Corporation of Erie, Pennsylvania. 
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Compliments From Customers 


Operators at Lincoln last month re- 
ceived two fine expressions of appreci- 
ation for good service from customers. 


One was a touching note from a 
blind lady who wrote Mrs. Joyce 
Bridges to thank her for her helpful- 
ness in looking up numbers for her. 
The lady also sent Mrs. Bridges a gift 
in token of her appreciation. In her 
note she said: 


“This is just for your kindness and 
trouble. I am past 84 years old and 
blind. Would love to send more but I 
am poor and can’t work or see to work 
any more. Love and best wishes.” 


Byron Dunn, president of the Na- 
tional Bank of Commerce, sent a note 
to the chief operator at Lincoln thank- 
ing the operators who handled several 
hundred calls they made one day. 
Along with the note ‘Mr. Dunn sent 
each operator on the Lincoln force an 
automatic pencil with the compliments 


of the bank. 


Michigan to Adopt 


Ten Cent Paystation Charge 
|") kaos will soon join eight other 


states in which ten cent charges 
for local paystation telephone calls are 
in effect on a state-wide basis, according 
to Telephony magazine. 

This addition to the ten cent coin box 
ranks was a result of a rate increase re- 
cently granted the Michigan Bell Tele- 
phone Company by the Michigan Pub- 
lic Service Commission. 
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Annual Family Picnic 
August 9, Capitol Beach 


The Employees’ Family Picnic has 
been scheduled for Saturday, August 
9, at Capitol Beach, Lincoln. This 
announcement dropped from the lips of 
Walter F. Roberts, Personnel Director, 
who further stated that the required 
number of committees had been created 
and their pilots set on the course that 


should produce another smashing picnic 


success. 

The development of this annual 
LT€&?T hot-weather event has progress- 
ed, in recent years, through a gamut of 
adjectives ranging from “collosal’’ to 
“stupendous,” under the DeMille touch 
of Guy Seaton. Mr. Roberts has taken 
a page from the former's success book 
by transcribing intact the old, experi- 
enced committee chairman lineup. 

We suggest that you make plans now 
to reserve this date for the important 
business of being present at Capitol 
Beach on that afternoon and evening. 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Auburn 
was the scene of the May 22 wedding of 
Nadine Moritz and Sterling Lampe. Mrs. 
Lampe is a member of the Auburn Traffic 
Department. 


DeVan Johnson and Clifford Fredrickson 
were united in marriage on June 1 at St. 
Edward, Nebraska. Mr. Fredrickson is a 


member of the Lincoln Switchroom. 


Elizabeth Anthnoy of the Wilber Traffic 
Department became the bride of Roy Rohde 
on June 7 in Beatrice. 

Katherine Weber, Lincoln Accounting 
Department, became Mrs. Philip Cole on June 
14. The ceremony was performed in the 
Methodist Church in Dorchester. 

The Palmer Methodist Church in Palmer, 
Nebraska, was the scene of the June 15 
wedding of Janice Rice and H. Kaywood 
Johnson. Mrs. Johnson is a member of the 
Lincoln Accounting Department. 


Margaret Trimble of the Lincoln Com- 
mercial Department and Curt Weatherhogg 
were united in marriage on June 10 at the 
First Plymouth Congregational Church in 
Lincoln. 

Ruth Straka, Lincoln Traffic Department, 
and Ralph Fleischmann, were united in 
marriage June 14 at the St. Paul Methodist 
Chapel in Lincoln. 


They’re Taking Life Easy Now 


Joseph M. Abrams Ss. J. Dennis 


Four employees retired on pension 
July 1, 1952. They were Guy O. Sea- 
ton and S. J. Dennis of Lincoln, Joseph 
M. Abrams of Wahoo and May L. May 
of Ashland. 

Mr. Seaton joined the Company in 
1926 as manager of the Securities De- 
partment and for the past nine years 
has been personnel director. During 
these 26 years with LT&T there were 
few employees in the Company who 
did not count Mr. Seaton as a friend 
or receive the benefit of his guidance 
and helpfulness either directly or in- 
directly. As personnel director he had 
charge of many employee activities such 
as the sponsorship of sporting activities, 
Company picnics and similar events. 

He was also one of the principal 
organizers of the Lincoln Telephone 
Cooperative Credit Association and the 
Lincoln Telephone Employees Benefit 
Association, serving as chairman of the 
Credit Committee of the Co-op associa- 
tion and president of the Benefit As- 
sociation. He inaugurated the presenta- 
tion of service emblems to employees 
and has been chairman of the em- 
ployees’ suggestion committee for sev- 
eral years. In 1950 he was president 
of the Frank H. Woods Pioneer chap- 
Ler, 

Samuel Jarvis Dennis became a tele- 
phone man in 1914 when he joined 
LT&T as a material clerk at Lincoln. 
He was made a toll testman in 1918 
and in that same year answered the 
call to the colors in World War I. He 
returned from military service in Feb- 
ruary, 1919, as a switchboardman in 
Lincoln and was made a testman in 
1946. A staunch Republican, Jarvey 
would argue politics with anyone, any- 
where at the drop of a hat and it was 
a good man who came away from such 
discussions without being convinced 
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Guy O. Seaton 


May L. May 


that most of the country’s ills today 
could be laid on the doorstep of the 
Democrats. On his last day at work a 
croup of friends presented him with a 
wrist watch as a “going away” remem- 
brance and his good friend, Chet Harp 
(a dyed-in-the-wool Democrat) gave 
him a prize possession, a personally 
autographed picture of Senator Robert 
Taft. 

Joseph M. Abrams leaves his active 
work with the Company after 48 years 
in the telephone business. Joe started 
at Dorchester with the Dorchester Tele- 
phone Company in 1904 and worked 
for Nebraska Telephone Company and 
the Mutual Telephone Company of Hill 
City. Kansas, before joining LT&T in 
1910 as a lineman at Lincoln. He was 
wire chief at Seward and Dorchester 
when World War I came along and 
he was in military service for nearly 
two years. Returning to work, he be- 
came manager at Shelby, Clay Center, 
Fairmont, Osceola and Weeping Water 
before being named wire chief at Platts: 
mouth in 1939. He became wire chief 
at Seward in 1949 and for the past 
seven months has been wire chiet at 
the Nebraska Ordnance Plant at Mead. 
The Abrams are now on an extended 
tour of the west coast and will live at 
their home in Dorchester when they 
return. 

May L. May became an operator at 
Panama in 1924 and the next year was 
made chief operator there. In 1937 she 
moved to Talmage as chief operator and 
in 1939 went to Ashland as night oper’ 
ator. She became assistant chief oper: 
ator at Ashland in 1946 and in 1950 
was again made night operator there 
because she preferred that type of work. 
Since hanging up her head set she has 
moved to ‘Bennet where she will make 


her home. 


Dobbs and Smith 


Become Field Engineers 


Joy A. Dobbs Donald R. Smith 


Two veteran construction men have 
been named field engineers in the Engi- 
neering Department. They are Joy A. 
Dobbs and Donald R. Smith, both of 
whom were construction foremen be- 
fore this appointment. 


Their principal assignment will be to 
make field inspections of poles, lines, 
cable and other outside plant and then 
make recommendation of maintenance 
or replacement work that may be nec- 
essary. These recommendations are 
processed by the Construction and 
Engineering Departments and estimates 
are issued covering the material, labor 
and cost of the work to be done. After 
the work is completed, Dobbs and 
Smith make another inspection to com- 
plete the estimate. 

Dobbs joined the Company in 1909 
as chief installer at Lincoln. He became 
wire chief in 1917 and foreman in 1918 
and then moved to Beatrice where he 
was district foreman until 1921. He re- 
turned to Lincoln in that year as instal- 
lation foreman and was a combination- 


man, construction inspector and fore: 
man before his present appointment. 
Smith has been with the Company 
since 1918 when he began his telephone 
work as a helper at Harvard. He later 
was a lineman at Hastings and Beatrice 
before moving to Lincoln as a lineman 
in 1921. He became a foreman in 1928. 


Parsons in Hospital 


As we go to press, word comes that 
R. C. Parsons is in Lincoln General 
hospital, Room 344, as a result of a 
broken hip which he suffered in a fall. 
Drop him a card or letter, or better yet, 
drop in and see him. He can have 
company. Pars was collection manager 
of the Lincoln Business Office before 
he retired in 1946. 
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JOURNEY’S END 


Fred O. Brooks, father of Ethel Crosier of 
the Lincoln Accounting Department passed 
away June 12. Funeral services were held 
June 17 at Umbergers Chapel in Lincoln. 

Mrs. Nellie Cameron, mother of Joyce 
Bridges of the Lincoln Traffic Department 
passed away June 16. Funeral services were 
held June 18 in Lincoln. 

Fred Wynn, husband of Harriette E. 
Wynn, Plattsmouth pensioner, died June 26. 
Funeral services were held June 28 at the 
Caldwell Funeral Home, Plattsmouth. 

Mrs. Minnie Zimmerman, wife of Henry 
Zimmermann and mother of Ray Zimmer- 
man, both of the Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment, passed away June 3. Funeral services 
were held in Lincoln. 

Mr. P. A. Connealy, father of Larry 
Connealy of the Accounting Department, 
passed away June 5. Funeral services were 
held at the Holy Family Catholic Church in 
Decatur, Nebraska, on June 9. 


109,000 Telephones 


On June 30 we hit 109,000 telephones in serv- 
ice, right on the nose. That is an all time high 
and represents an increase of 3,318 stations 
since the first of the year. This includes a 
net gain of 1,706 in the Crete area where the 
exchanges of Crete and Kramer were acquired 
by purchase. 


Promotions, Transfers and Title Changes 


James W. Cruick- Dorothy A. Harper 


shank Secretary 
District Clerk Lincoln 
Lincoln 


Commercial 


Dorothy A. Harper, appointed secretary, 
general commercial office, Lincoln. 


Alice A. Roh, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 
Non-Functional 


James W. Cruickshank, groundman, Wahoo, 
to district clerk, Eastern District Office, 


Lincoln. 
Plant 
R. E. McCall, combinationman, Beatrice to 


Tecumseh. 
John S. Reed, advanced clerk to plant 


John S. Reed 
Plant Meth. Sup. 
Lincoln 


Alice A. Roh 
Teller 
Lincoln 


methods supervisor, general plant office, 
Lincoln. 

Howard P. Rowe, groundman, Tecumseh 
Plant to Construction. 

Keith C. Rutherford, janitor to routineman, 
COE, Lincoln. 

L. H. Schmutte, driver to driver lineman, 
Construction. 


Traffic 
June T. Carman, operator, Wilber to 
Beatrice. 
Letha Essinger, operator, Superior to 
Hastings. 


History Making Board of Wirectors Meeting 


The Company’s Board of Directors 
made history on June 20 when they 
met in Hastings for the first time that 
a meeting of the Board had been held 
outside of Lincoln. The directors with 
Company officials traveled by char- 
tered bus from Lincoln to Hastings for 
the meeting which was held in the 
telephone building. Before the meeting 
the group had lunch at the Clarke Hotel 
with members of the Hastings Chamber 


of Commerce as their guests. During 
their stay in Hastings and on the trip 
the group inspected the Hastings build- 
ing with its new equipment and other 
exchanges en route. In the picture 
taken in the Hastings building are, 
standing, John Spady, district manag- 
er; Ed Flowerday, area manager; John 
McKinzie, general plant superintend- 
ent; I. J. Devoe, general auditor; K. L. 
Lawson, general commercial superin- 
tendent: Walter Roberts, personnel di- 


rector; and C. C. Donley, chief engi- 
neer; seated, L. P. Young, general 
traffic superintendent; Philip Aitken, 
Charles Stuart and Frank Woods, JT., 
directors; H. W. Potter, secretary and 
treasurer; Thomas C. Woods, president; 
Merle M. Hale, vice president; and di- 
rectors William Aitken, John Agee, 
Commodore N. Beaver and G. E. Cod- 
ington. Directors not in the picture are 
Mark Woods, W. W. Putney, George 
Woods, Henry Woods and L. E. Hurtz. 


R. M. Green C. H. Palmquist 


G. A. Foster Mary Meister 


Margaret Francis Ella Hansen 


Adeline Carlson 


E. M. Barney 


Forty Years 
R. M. Green, C. H. Palmquist, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Seven Years 


Mae E. Meduna, Wahoo; H. G. Taedter, 
Hebron. 


Thirty-Three Years 


George Miers, Seward. 


Thirty-Two Years 
E. L. Dorland, Wahoo. 


Thirty-One Years 
T. C. Woods, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
G. A. Foster, Lincoln; Mary Meister, 
Tecumseh. 


Twenty-Nine Years 
Carl Ahl, Lincoln; M. L. Hodge, Beatrice; 
Gladys Walker, Seward. 


Twenty-Six Years 
C. A. Eggerss, W. T. Haas, Lincoln; Hed- 


wig Elmshaeuser, Beatrice. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Margaret A. Francis, Ella M. Hansen, 


Lincoln. 
Twenty-Four Years 


P. J. Caldwell, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Three Years 


G. E. Miller, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Two Years 
H. W. Armagost, David City. 


Twenty-One Years 
A. M. Newens, Nebraska City; R. O. 


Sherman, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 


V. H. Baum, Lincoln; G. L. Caley, 
Fairbury. 


Seventeen Years 


Mary Beaty, Wahoo; T. B. Hedges, 
Hastings. 


Thirteen Years 
Lura E. Blackman, Ashland. 


Eleven Years 


L. G. Hansen, York; Eleanor L. Lane, 


Weeping Water. 


P. G. Radebaugh 
Lincoln 
10 Years 


—-aGf 10 Yeo 


SUURLRADTOOEULUDDOQGUUCEIEOEUDQUSECUDSDOCCEEEEUCEOLETOOUASUGEEOOOUEROREDOCU SEES TE DOUEDEEEEODEEACEOUEORODEESOECDOTEEEODEUOTEE CELE GECODCEE OEE EU COURS DODD EDO SUCEOUU CE SO DOSS OEOTE ED OUTO TEE TO CU TEO TEE U LEU T EEE T ECCT 


ervice Birthda ys 


TUTTPAPIODASUORRICIULOSEROODESOATOSESODIILISTOSOSETOLIOL ISTEP SSECOLEOULGLACCOTIOLISIIODIROITEDISIOSUTESTISEIOIMOOTOOTITITOLLESTOETIEGOERTOTPOITOTTOCTOCUTTITOOTECGITTOLHII EGE CPOTOETIOL OTERO TPOLIPiPOEtOCTOPTTOTTTiTOC LOTTO TTL TORTS TITRE CGUTTOLIPEOTETOOLEOHTOLTOOTSOU TUT ITUP TTPO MRE ETORCITOLISOTIITETOOTSTLIUPORITITITOCTIOTETIOGtIPOTi Pettit LG 


Ten Years 
E. M. Barney, Adeline M. Carlson, P. G. 
Radebaugh, Lincoln; Vilma Dolista, Bruno; 
W. B. Imler, Superior. 


Nine Years 
Esther Borchers, Lincoln; Violet I. R. 
Peterson, Nebraska City; C. A. Salisbury, 
York. 


Eight Years 
Betty A. Okrina, David City; W. N. 


Valentine, Hastings. 


Seven Years 


R. L. Johnson, Tecumseh. 


Six Years 
Ferne Bade, Nemaha; K. H. Hultquist, 
York; Virginia M. Stiles, Lincoln. 


Five Years 
W. P. Barry, Osceola; Elizabeth E. Benda, 
Wymore; Aletha M. Bennett, Hastings; D. -L. 
Donoho, Donald C. Gilmore, R. H. Hansen, 
Lincoln; E. J. Hoaglin, O. G. Hoffman, Don 
Nelson, Mary Trumble, Betty J. Vogelgesang, 
Lincoln; F. J. Fisher, Marcella J. O’Bryan, 


Beatrice; Hazel Stone, Superior. 
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Jean Louise, who weighed in at 6 Ibs. 
7/y 0z., arrived June 28 to take up board 
and lodging at the John C. Hansen home. 
John is Garage Serviceman in the Supply 
Department, and the wee miss has a very 
proud aunt, Ella Hansen in the Traffic 
Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Williams are the 
parents of a boy, Tod Jan, born June 17. 
Harold is with the Plant Department at 
Pawnee City. 

A/1C and Mrs. Ivan Doran announce the 
birth of .a son, Wayne Allen, born January 
16. Ivan is on military leave from the Lin 
coln Service Department. 


Vilma Dolista W. B. Imler 
Bruno Superior 
10 Years 10 Years 
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Eastern District 


Betty Miles, Associate Editor 


David City Area 

Romance has struck again! Lucille Hel- 
goth came back from her vacation with a 
diamond on her left hand. . .. Our vaca- 
tioners have been going all directions this 
year. Lucille Helgoth and Margaret Cornell 
spent their time sightseeing in Colorado 
and Tennessee. Eve Dunning went to the 
Ozarks and we haven’t been able to put 
shoes on her since she came back. Eva Mae 
Kilgore spent her two weeks at home. Mr. 
Campbell spent a week fishing in Minne- 
sota and as the story goes, he threw more 
fish back into the water than he kept... . 
Evelyn Kucera was all smiles for a few days 
—reason—the boyfriend was home on leave. 

. . LaVerne Rathjen spent a weekend in 
Grand Island recently visiting friends. .. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Docekal spent a weekend 
visiting their daughter in Omaha. 

Nebraska City Area 

Vera Orton and Mavis Mohlman, Correspondents 

Vacations have started in our area with 
Mr. Neujahr going to California. Lou Ann 
Engelbrecht is spending her vacation time 
at home. ... Norma Jean Dettmer and 
husband bought a new Ford Victoria and 
plan on putting a few miles on it when 
their vacation rolls around. . . . Several of 
our operators, Sharon France, Helen Eis, 
and Bertha Royal attended the Palmyra 
Picnic while it was in session. ... Miss 
Windels, our chief operator, attended a 
chief operators’ meeting in Nebraska City 
held on May 28. She also attended a 
meeting in Lincoln June 12... . We were 
glad to have Mr. Cleveland and Miss Bishop 
stop to see us a few minutes on their way 
back to Lincoln from the meeting in Ne- 
braska City. Mr. Cone was a recent visitor 
in our Office. Mr. and Mrs. Bradley of 
Douglas were also recent visitors. Mrs. 
Bradley is the retired chief operator of 
Douglas. . . . Margaret Wademan spent her 
vacation in Columbia, South Carolina. When 
she came back she was sporting a new 
diamond. We hear that wedding bells are 
to ring before too long. . . , Mary Tackett 
spent a very sensible vacation. She stayed 
at home just resting her Weary bones. ... 
Margaret Watkins enjoyed a stay in Union, 
Nebraska. Mary Lou Gude went to 
“Sunny California.” She Stayed in Long 
Beach. ... Lillian Bader, A. M. Newens 
and Ivan Livingston attended a meeting in 
Lincoln June 12... . We sincerely wish a 
speedy recovery to Mrs. W. Erwin who is 
recovering from an operation. She is the 
mother of Pat Erwin of the Traffic Depart- 
ment. . . . Max Jenkins is finding that his 
week-end excursions are rather costly. Com- 
ming home the other week-end Max slowed 


down to avoid hitting a careless driver who 
was turning around in the middle of the 
highway when someone hit him from the 
rear. He had unkind words for the man 
in the back. ... Hot weather also brings 
company. Ivan Livingston had relatives 
from California visiting him and Deroy 
Helfer had relatives from [Illinois and 
Wyoming. 
Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 

Marvin Koch and family are spending 
their vacation in the mountains in Colorado. 
Sounds wonderful, doesn’t it? Alice Sharp- 
nack is vacationing at home so she says 
but a birdie tells us she’s very interested in 
farming and spends lots of time on a farm 
in a nearby town. How about that, Alice? 

.. “Hap” Bull of California paid us a 
visit this month. He was formerly a com- 
binationman in Plattsmouth for several 
years. ... Lila Erass departed for Kansas 
City this weekend to attend the wedding 
of Miss Patricia Gold. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 
Vacations are in full swing around here— 
“Baldy” Balderson is spending his vacation 
resting around home and fishing. Eleanore 
Schutz spent her vacation at home in El- 
wood. Helen Norwood will spend her 
vacation at home being a full time house- 


wife for two weeks. . . . Manager Gray and 
Miss Kriegshauser attended several meetings 
in Lincoln recently. . . . George Miers went 


fishing. Don’t know whether he got any 
fish, but he sure came back with some tall 
fish stories. Wedding bells will soon 
ring for Alice Bergantzel who resigned re- 
cently. Much happiness to Alice from all 
of us. . .. We moved our supplies into a 
new storeroom to make room for more 
equipment. We hear that Manager 
Gray and son, Dale, are “batching” since 
Mrs. Gray has been in California for five 
weeks. His specialty is steaks—anybody 
wanting a free meal should stop in—maybe 
he could get a little practice that way. 


Wahoo Area 
Mary Beaty, Correspondent 

Ann Tenapir and Mary Ann Peters spent 
a day in Lincoln where they had an em- 
barrassing experience; seems as Mary Ann 
had bought some unmentionables and Ann, 
being very kind-hearted, offered to carry 
them. While they were on the escalator, 
Ann paying no attention, was holding the 
package upside down—guess what happened. 
... Violet Hollaway won’t smoke cigar- 
ettes, guess they’re too mild. She took up 
cigar smoking. Some friends saw her go 
through the City Cafe with it in her mouth. 
. .. Ethel Daharsh spent a couple of days 
in Lincoln attending a service assistant’s 
meeting. .. . Mildred Lanik was the first 
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vacationer at our office. She spent it with 
her husband who was home on furlough. 
Harriett Smith was second vacationer; she 
reported she spent a pleasant vacation just 
lying around doing nothing, also spent a 
few days in Kansas City visiting relatives. 
Frances Bordousky and Donna Swoboda 
are also vacationers. Donna is spending her 
vacation fixing up their house. Frances 
went home to the farm. She had an acci- 
dent while driving to town one day and 
the car over-turned. She was not hurt too 
seriously, but had to have some stitches 
taken. Inez Olsen, Mae Beaty, Hazel 
Hagenbuck and Mae Meduna went to 
Lincoln to the Pioneer Dinner, and spent 
an enjoyable evening. Hazel Hagen- 
buck, Mae Beaty, and Ethel Daharsh were 
some of the fortunate people who got to 
see South Pacific. . . . The girls had a pic- 
nic supper at the City Park one evening and 
afterwards played softball. All returned 
home tired and slightly stuffed. . . . One of 
our ex-operators returned to work as a 
part-time operator. Welcome back, Ger- 
aldine Palaneck. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 


Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


Irene and Herb Stolz are enjoying these 
summer days in style. They are the proud 
owners of a new Philco 21-inch television 
set. . . . George Mann has been “popping 
a few buttons,” too. He now drives a ’52 
Nash—2 tone green. How about a ride? 
. . . Mary Ann Speck had a pleased smile 
on her face when her husband, who is sta- 
tioned at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, wired her a 
beautiful corsage of gardenias and red roses 
in remembrance of their wedding anniver- 
sary. He also called her and so topped the 
day off right. . . Jack Geist must be 
preparing for a quick trip out of town. He 
recently purchased a new set of tires for his 
puddle-jumper ... Ben Franklin thought 
the lights had gone out completely in the 
north office one day. Finally along about 
3:00 o’clock he memtioned the fact to 
Clara Jones that it was awfully hard to see. 
No one else was experiencing any trouble 
however—it was just that he had forgotten 
to remove his sunglasses when he returned 
to the office at noon... . At this writing, 
Bertha Mae Ward is at home with a case of 
lock jaw. Mickey has just had more than 
her share of hard luck it seems. She 
recently had infection in a bruised knee, and 
had quite a time with a tonsillectomy. We 
all hope she will be able to return to work 
before long . . . By the way if you see Clara 


jones driving a “Maywood Green” car it 
isn’t a new one. It’s just a snazzy paint 
job on her old one, and she even has new 
seat covers to go with it . .. Vacations are 
the main topic of discussion hereabouts. 
Sally Grant spent a week in Minnesota 
fishing and resting. Lilly Malacek stayed 


home a week and enjoyed sitting on her - 


front porch. Johnny Backstrom painted 
his house during part of his vacation. Irene 
Beights is on hers at present so details will 
ccme later. Ruby Hahn accompanied two 
friends to the West Coast and Mexico. 
While in California she visited Doris 
Glock, a former employee. Doris is 
driving a new Buick, and likes California 
very much. She is working in an airplane 
factory . . . The Golf Tournament held by 
the Company was a source of trouble for 
Dewey Nelsen, but from all reports a good 
time was had by all, and well worth it, 
Dewey. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
By Margaret Weatherhog¢g 


Vacations seem to be on the agenda for 
the month of June. Among those in the 
Business Office acquiring an envious tan in 
two weeks were Esther and Jean Baker 
who spent their vacation in North Platte 
and at Lake McConaughy. ... Fishing is 
a favorite pastime with Bedric Wanek, who 
will be journeying to Jackson Hole, Wyo- 
ming, to engage in the sport. We’re expect- 
ing a big fish fry upon his return. Others 
who spent their vacation fishing and relax- 
ing were Alice Roh and Virginia Anderson. 
Other vacationers included Dean Hamilton 
who toured the Black Hills for a week, 
Helen Shelquist who went to her home in 
Albia, Iowa, and Alex Geist who traveled 
to South Dakota for a short stay... . If you 


wondered why Mr. McDowell and Mr. 
Quinn were so unusually happy this month, 
it can be explained by definite reasons. 
Mr. McDowell’s sons, Dan and Jay, arrived 
in Lincoln for a few weeks’ visit. Dan has 
been working in California while Jay just 
returned from Korea after being there for 
a year. Mr. Quinn is especially pleased 
because he has acquired a family of two 
charming daughters, Dianne and Cherrie Jo, 
plus a cocker spaniel, Shasta. ... Carl 
Jones, Airman 3rd Class, of Bangor, Maine, 
spent his leave in Lincoln and was the 
cause for the smiles on Lois Brauckmuller’s 
face. . . . Lois Koenig may have lost her 
tonsils in June but the discomfort of an 
exceedingly sore throat didn’t seem to 
bother her since she thinks only of her wed- 
Ging to Darrell Meinke on August 1. 


General Commercial Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


The empty chairs scattered throughout 
cur office can mean but one thing—vacation 
time is here again. Joan Moorberg was 
first on our vacation list and took off for 
two weeks in Chicago to visit her sister and 
family. Her new niece was no doubt the 
main attraction. ... Mr. Schlentz got a 
taste of farm life while relaxing on a rela- 
tive’s farm in South Dakota for a week. 
. . . Also choosing to rest and relax was 
Mr. Boshart who spent two weeks at his 
cabin in South Bend. ... Mr. Walroth 
toured Denver and Estes Park for two en- 
joyable weeks while Mr. Spahnle spent a 
week in and around Lincoln. . . . Savannah, 
Georgia, was Mr. Hartley’s destination for 
a three-week visit with his daughter. They 
went by bus... . Yours Truly enjoyed the 
sights of the Eastern States, stopping at 
Boston, New York and Washington, D. C. 

. Phyllis Frahm is getting settled in a 
nice new apartment, and the best part 
about it is that it’s practically across the 
street from the office. 
... Speaking of Phyl- 
lis, she was a lucky 
winner in a _ contest 
she entered recently 
involving counting the 
number of very small 
dots in a certain 
square. After all the 
eye strain, she’ll prob- 
ably have to apply 
her prize on a see- 
ing eye dog... . Doro- 
thy Harper is count- 
ing the days until her 


too high. 
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boy friend will be discharged from the Air 
Corps when they plan to be married... . 
We were happy to get a letter from Bernice 
Peckler who used to work with us. She’s 
now a resident of Scottsbluff and seems 
to like it very much. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Your editor just got back from a trip to 
New Orleans and found George Hansen had 
been kind enough to gather up some news 
items—so we’ll try to pass them on. Our 
vacationers include George Burt who built 
a new garage and he reports that he only hit 
his fingers twice. Al Miller spent his 
vacation at home. Jim Schellenberg 
vacationed in Minnesota fishing—we haven’t 
heard his fish stories as yet but you can be 
sure he will come up with some whoppers 
ee eae ee Our sympathy goes out to Swede 
Foster and August Brunke. It seems they 
have joined the bucket brigade since these 
last heavy rains... Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Mills can be justly proud of their daughter 
Delores who held the first chair in the 
clarinetists in the concert of the All State 
Fine Arts Course. Her picture was in a 
recent issue of the Lincoln papers. 


Engineering Department 


B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


It’s a pleasure to report that during the 
past month Roy Carlson was elected to the 
office of Supreme Grand Guardian of Jobs 
Daughters in Nebraska. Although Roy takes 
a lot of kidding about “his girls,” this is 
an honor he well deserves. . . . During the 
month Don Christle struggled through his 
vacation. Don spent the first week at a 
Boy Scout Camp riding herd on a bunch 
of live-wire Scouts. He reports that he 
spent the second week resting up at home. 

Gay Henderson is back on the job 
after having served his hitch for Uncle 
Sam, and it is good to have him with us 
again. Army life must have agreed with 
the boy, judging from the way the cafeteria 
scales groan when Gay steps up. ... As this 
is being written, Mary Levendusky is vaca- 
tioning in the Garden of the Gods, that is 
if the old home country of western Penn- 
sylvania is as nice as Mary says it is, and 


Cooling drinks, fans and a dip in the pool are very 
much in vogue these hot July days. The Lincoln Traffic 
Department girls in our front cover picture tried all of 
them during a recent excursion to Capitol Beach. How- 
ever, they said it took an ice cream soda and an air con- 
ditioned room afterwards to really get the job done. In 
the front cover scene the girls are just getting out of the 
salt water of the pool. In the picture here Evelyn Koch 
at left is attempting to take the temperature of Kennetha 
Perry as Betty Lautzenhiser, Virginia Stiles and Geor- 
gia Story stand by with fans in case the mercury registers 


no doubt it is. . . . Although the writer 
didn’t see the fish, it has been reliably re- 
ported that Mr. Donley caught a catfish, so 
the fish must really be biting. (Editor’s 
note: We’re going to miss you around here, 
Isaman. ) 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


June has really got the vacations going in 
grand fashion. Magdalen Heser, along with 
relatives, took a very nice trip. Some places 
of interest they visited were: Wichita, Kan- 
sas; Carlsbad Caverns; Juarez, Old Mexico, 
and Gainesville, Texas. . . . Jean Jensen 
didn’t have far to travel on her vacation. 
She went to College View (home of her 
parents) and spent a good deal of her 
time just resting, that is when she wasn’t 
swimming or bowling. At the time this is 
printed Jean will have resigned from the 
Company and probably be on her way to 
Ohio. . . . Carl Mischnick spent his two 
weeks of vacation staying at home and get- 
ting a very nice sun tan. . . . Francis Smith 
worked on his vacation, and did he work! 
Francis is building a new house. . . . Verald 
Spears went to Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Tennessee to visit friends and relatives. 
Wasn’t it warm enough here, Verald? Ralph 
Connors took a week of his vacation visiting 
his folks at Belvidere, Nebraska, and he re- 
ports he had pretty good luck fishing. ... 
Paul Winscot spent his vacation at home. 

. Ivan Paddack is leaving (flying) to 
California June 30, for his vacation. . .. 
Harry White is also spending his vacation 
in California. ...M. C. Walker and family 
spent a week vacationing at Ogallala visit- 
ing relatives, and, of course, there was some 
fishing done while there... . Milton Met- 
calf enjoyed his vacation just staying at 
home. . . . Arleen and Bob Swanson took 
a week of their vacation visiting Arleen’s 
folks at De Smet, South Dakota. They 
also did some fishing. . . . Charlie Peach- 
man took two weeks of his vacation stay- 
ing at home and trying to get caught up on 
some work around the house. . . ko See 2B 
Dennis stayed at home the first week of 
his vacation and of the other two he spent 
one visiting his son in Dubuque, Iowa, and 
one visiting relatives in Holdrege, Nebraska. 

Harold Wart and wife took a very 
nice vacation. They went to Springfield 
and New Salem, Illinois, and saw parts of 
“Lincoln Land” scenes and places of Abra- 
ham Lincoln’s career; from there they went 
to Memphis, Tennessee; Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas; the Ozarks; Kansas City and back 
to Lincoln. After being home a couple of 
days they went to Minneapolis and St. 
Paul, Minnesota, and spent a few days. ... 
Merle Lohmeier is spending his vacation at 
Sutton and Geneva visiting relatives, and 
he also expects to do some fishing. After 
July 14, Merle is going to work for Uncle 
Sam—he has been inducted into the Army. 
... R.R. Dalton, E. W. Moats, E. R. Travis 
and N. M. Turner were others to take their 
vacations in June. ... Jack Mankamyer is 


attending Reserve Officers Training Corps, 
at Aberdeen, Maryland. He will be gone 
for about two months... . First Lieutenant 
Marvin Murphy will report to Camp Carson, 
Colorado, for a two week training period. 
. . . H. C. Smith celebrated his birthday 
June 8. Many more happy birthdays, Mr. 
Smith. .. . E. C. Schrank moved into his 
new house Monday June 30. ... M. O. If- 
land also bought a house here in Lincoln and 
will move his family from Omaha soon. .. . 
Last month the switchroom gang gave JoAnn 
Schulte a big send-off. JoAnn resigned to 
be at home with her family and Velora 
Westling is taking her place in the switch- 
room. ... Chris Lyberis is back from the 
service and has started to work again in 
the switchroom. Nice to have you back, 
Chris. . . . Former employees in to see us 
last month were Helen Gill of Wichita, 
Kansas, and Ruth (Mays) Mundt of Crete. 
... A. B. Smith, on sick leave, has been 
in to see us several times recently. He has 
just returned from a trip to Arizona... . 
Murph Martin was also in to see us last 
month. . . . D. C. Gilmore’s gang in the 
Main Office, consisting of John Drake, 
Ralph Schweitzer, Willard Sherman and 
Robert Thallas, have been busy installing 
the new 2-93 rotary board, which will be 
completed about June 30. In connection 
with this installation, several shelves of 
equipment were installed about the old 
equipment bays to conserve space. ... The 
boys at “4” Office are about to have a 
nervous breakdown due to the hammering, 
digging, etc., caused by the men working 
on the new office addition. Bear with it 
boys and think how nice it is going to be. 
. . . A new lawn was recently started at 
“6” Office, and due to patient care and the 
work the boys put on this lawn it is now 
looking very nice. 


Supply Department 
Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


If there is such a person as a LUCKY 
accident victim, Harold Ehrlich, warehouse- 
man, is at the top of our list of nominees. 
As a result of an accident he had a broken 
pair of glasses, and the cuts above and 
below his eye required several stitches to 
close, but there was no eye injury. It’s 
hard to believe in miracles, but we agree 
with the doctor that this was one... . Be- 
sides being the proud father of a new daugh- 
ter, John Hansen is mighty happy that he 
will soon be out of the “renter” and into 
the “home owner” classification. He hopes 
that his July rent receipt will be his last and 
that they will be occupying their own home 
in August. ... John Ejisenbarth is over- 
joyed with news that his son Paul is defi- 
nitely on his way home after serving eigh- 
teen months in Korea and the Far East. 
Two other Eisenbarth boys are still in 
foreign lands. Shirley Michel (our 
June cover girl) visited her soldier husband 
in Indianapolis over the Fourth of July 
holiday, and on the way back home found 
herself feeling like a very, very little some- 
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body all alone in the huge mob of Conven- 
tion delegates taking over the railroad sta- 
tion in Chicago. . . . Wacation reports are 
many and varied. Ralph Culver cabined at 
Grand Lake, Colorado, for several days. 
R. J. Donaldson vacationed at home, as did 
John Ejisenbarth and Dick Grant. John 
really relaxed. -He says he accomplished 
just one thing, which was to paint the floor 
of the porch, a space 20’x 7’. Dick relieved 
his wife and played baby sitter for much of 
his time off, and during nap time managed 
to get one side of the garage painted. ... 
The Stacys spent a week of their vacation 
visiting their daughter Margaret in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. . . . Joe Krhounek and family 
visited in Belleville, Kansas, and Kansas 
City, Missouri. Welton Grant fished 
in Minnesota for a week and fixed things 
around home during the second week... . 


Al Linden traveled through Arkansas, Ken- 


tucky and Tennessee on his sojourn... . 
The Merle Schneiders had North Carolina 
as their destination, and Phil Garvey saw 
the sights in Cleveland while attending a 
Union meeting. . . . Russ Rauch toured the 
West Coast, and W. C. Maxfield enjoyed life 
in his cabin in the mountains near Sphinx 
Park, Colorado. . . . Bill Hartz vacationed 
at home to entertain company from Cali- 
fornia. Bill Rosenthal has company 
from California also but didn’t vacation to 
entertain them. MHe’s saving his time off 
to repay the visit! ... Just as we go to 
press Wes Haas is reported on the sick 
list, having entered St. Elizabeth Hospital 
for treatment. We’re hoping for a speedy 
recovery, Wes. ... We are all wishing the 
best of luck to Don and Mary Hessler as 
they enter their new venture in Columbus, 
Nebraska. Don has been employed part 
time while attending Nebraska State Trade 
School at Milford. Now that his course is 
completed he has entered into the electrical 
business for himself at Columbus. Mary, a 
stenographer in the Supply office for the 
past four years, will be joining Don some- 
time in August. 


Traffic Department 
General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Goldia Bize, Associate Editor 


Vacations are our headliners this month. 
. .. Mrs. Arlene Higgins spent a week of 
her vacation at home in her new house. 
She enjoyed it so much that Goldia Bize 
gave her week of vacation the same treat- 
ment. ... Mr. Cleveland spent a week in 
the mountains in the vicinity of Estes Park. 
- .. Pearl Bishop spent three glorious 
weeks in sunny California. Thanks to 
Mary Bornemeier’s very generous heart, 
we all received a taste of the luscious pecan 
goodies, which Pearl brought back to Mary. 
- . . The Pohlenz’s have a new Nash Ram- 
bler and decided to give it a test by taking 
it on a week’s vacation to South Dakota. 
- . . Our’ sincere sympathy goes to Els 
Andrews, who recently became entangled 
with an electric fan. In order to find out 
who was the victor, look at the gash in 


Here is the queen of 
the junior-senior prom 
at Platismouth. She is 
Miss Marie Bashus, 
Plattsmouth operator, 
who graduated this 
year from high school 
there. Congratulations, 
Marie. 


Elsie’s finger. (Note to husband: Andy, 
where was that needed sympathy??).... 
Mrs. Minnie Stieber is now on vacation. 
She is fishing in Wisconsin and will use 
part of her vacation for the purpose of 
visiting relatives. We ceratinly hope you 
had a good time, Minnie, as we have never 
seen such enthusiasm over a vacation be- 
fore. Minnie practicaily jumped up and 
down when it was time to fly out of the 
Cafeteria and be on the road to Wisconsin! 


Lincoln Operating Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Virginia Stiles went fishing at Duncan— 
and even caught enough fish for their sup- 
per. ... Ella Hansen is very proud these 
days; she has a new niece. Marilyn 
Fones has a beautiful new diamond... . 
Vacationers include Dorothe Keller—Colo- 
rado; Dorothy Meyer — California; June 
Werner—Canada; Juanita Schleif—Nelson; 
Maxine Pointer — Nelson; Minnie Allen — 
Minnesota; Mabel Volpp—Oregon & Wash- 
ington; Kennetha Perry—Black Hills, S.D.; 
Lillian Hubbard—Kentucky; Theresa Pet- 
ers — Minnesota; Doris Hardt — Colorado; 
Verletta Gable—Crete and Linoma Beach; 
Evelyn Soukup— David City; Addalene 
Lorensen—Weeping Water: Viola Clough— 
Colorado; Barbara Miller, Jackie Cook, 
Darlene Multer and Ruth Fleischmann. 

- Nello Speidell went to Denver to visit 
her boy friend, who has just returned from 
Korea. Darlene Miulter is happily 
settled in her new home at 33rd and B 
Streets. Donna Donovan and Maxine 
Pointer went to Omaha recently. What’s 
the attraction, girls? - Ruth Goepfert’s 
mother is visiting her from Grand Island. 
Betty Kroeger spent a few days in Grand 
Island... . Melba Richards and Myra Met- 
calf spent the 4th of July in York. ... 
(Editor’s note: We were sorry to learn that 
Mary Ormand’s mother had been ill] in St. 
Elizabeth’s hospital for several weeks. Be- 
tween visits to the hospital, keeping up 
with the house work and telephone operat- 
ing, Mary has been a very busy girl. We 
wish your mother a speedy recovery, Mary.) 


Southern District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 


Monica Lempka has just returned from 
spending her vacation in Denver and the 
mountains in Colorado. While there she 
ran into some snow... . Marjorie DeBuhr 


is taking her vacation. ... Nadine Moritz 
got married during her vacation and has 
returned to work now. Visitors this 
month were Dorothy Yost and Mrs. Harlan 
Keedy and children. Both were former 
operators here. . . . Leta, Claudine, Wilma, 
June, Oakel and Doris enjoyed a dinner at 
Rulo Decoration Day. After the dinner they 
attended the show at Falls City Drive-In. 
Shirley, Leta, Oakel and Claudine enjoyed 
supper and a show in Nebraska City Sunday 
evening. Colleen Curttright attended the 
wedding of her cousin at Sabetha. . . Betty 
Bassinger and husband visited in Texas over 
the Decoration Day week end. They both 
received a bad sunburn but have recovered 
now. ... Stella Clarke had an operation at 
the Methodist Hospital in Omaha and is re- 
ported to be recovering nicely. . The 
Plant Department is sporting a new ash 
tray. It seems some people use them for 
cake pans but with the heavy load of cig- 
arette smoking from the Plant Department 
an ordinary ash tray was too small... . 
Marcus reports that the fish aren’t biting. 
At least for him... . Mike Carr and Amel 
McVay are using a new kind of perfume, 
quite becoming to them. The name, “Fuel 
Oil.” . . . Marcus Johnson has been quite 
ill with an ear infection but is slowly re- 
covering now. He hopes to be back to 
normal soon. .. . Several of the girls have 
been swimming and acquiring sunburns. 
Beatrice Area 
Lois Mae Thomas and Frank Nevitt, 
Correspondents 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dickenman spent 
several days in Omaha the first of June 
attending Creighton University graduation 
ceremonies at which time their son, Robert, 
received his M.D. degree from the Creighton 
Medical College. Robert will intern in 
St. Mary’s Hospital in San Francisco. ... 
Lela Watson, Chief Operator at Beatrice, 
underwent surgery for the extraction of a 
very painful impacted wisdom tooth. 
When a fisherman gets towed up and down 
a river for an hour or so, literally pulled 
out of his boat, and then can land a five 
pound catfish with a flyrod, he can at least 
qualify for fisherman of the moment. Ted 
Ray also keeps bees and sells “honey”... 
Norma Jean Rutan’s idea of eternal youth 
is a new “Henry” Ford every 25,000 miles. 
-. + Donna Jean Wehling of Beatrice Com- 
mercial has had that “vacation look” in 
her eyes for weeks—of course diagnoses 
are only 40% correct. The Throne 
Room at Beatrice will be vacated for three 
weeks beginning June 16.... We sincerely 
hope that Clyde dispenses with the steel 
tape that has the first 334 inches missing. 
. . . Lois Miller spent her vacation in the 
Black Hills and parts of Colorado. Audrey 
Naegele has just returned from interesting 
points in Wisconsin. . . . Modena Flesner 
has started working, after being with her 
husband who has been in the service since 
the first of the year. ... Ruth Kiesow had 
a few days of rest recently when she had 
her tonsils removed. Phyllis Morgan 
spent her vacation with her grandparents 
on a farm at Plymouth, Nebraska. 
Beatrice is having additional positions in- 
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stalled but it will be a while before they 
are completed. 


Crete Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 

Lumir Vosika and family spent June 21 
and 22 visiting at the L. M. Miller home 
in Lincoln. Mr. Vosika is spending a week 
of his vacation at home. Leon L. Rezny 
and Mrs. Rezny spent Memorial Day week 
end in Colorado. Vyrl V. Clark and family 
were visitors in Humboldt Memorial Day 
week end. ... June T. Carman has been 
transferred to Beatrice since the Wilber 
dial conversion, May 27. She had an opera- 
tion recently and we wish her a speedy 
recovery. . . . Patricia Colgrove is on leave 
of absence at the present time. . . . Adela 
Stehlik, Chief Operator, Tillie Wanek and 
Norma Fort have resigned due to the Wilber 
conversion. We like the new dial telephones 
very much but we do miss the operators. 
. .. Leon Rezny has been helping with the 
instrument replacement at Dorchester the 
past three weeks. ... We had “Open House” 
at Wilber June 19. ... Jean and Jane 
Sweet spent their vacations at home. 


Fairbury Area 
Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 

Dorcas Slater spent her vacation getting 
acquainted with her new grandson. Her 
daughter spent two weeks in Fairbury after 
which Dorcas accompanied them to Lincoln 
for one week. She also moved into a new 
apartment during her vacation. . . . Norma 
McDaniel motored to Plainville, Kansas, 
to visit relatives. . . . Nellie Shepherd has 
been doing some fishing. . . . Arleen Boley 
is enjoying a visit with her aunt who 1s 
here from Los Angeles, California. . .. Vera 
Sweetser and Jeanne Lytton took a day off 
from homework to do some shopping 1n 
Lincoln recently. . . . Mathilda Alpers was 
pretty busy during her vacation—picking 
and canning strawberries and also painting 
at her home in Clatonia. . .. Jeanne Lytton 
and her mother enjoyed a visit last week 
end from Jeanne’s brother and family of 
Hastings. . . . Betty Shepherd reported “15 
nice ones” after a fishing trip. Betty didn’t 
consider this much news but we think any- 
one would be anxious to do a little talking 
about this good luck. Anyway, she didn’t 
get her feet wet like some people do whe? 
they go fishing. Or did you have boots ©” 
Betty? . . . We believe the time has come 
to say goodbye to Charlene, whose husband 
arrived home recently. She plans to a& 
company him to California at the end of his 
leave. .. . Earl Schemmerhorn of the Plant 
is back in the groove again after being off 
for several weeks, although he is still taking 
it somewhat easy... . Floyd Nave is spend- 
ing his vacation at home, doing some work 
around the house. . . . Arlene Cline of the 
Commercial Department and her husband 
are sporting a new Nash... . Leora Scog- 
gin of the Commercial Department and her 
husband spent a day shopping in Omaha 
the first of the month. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Vacationers this month included Virginia 
Lempka, who spent a very busy time clean- 


ing house, and Darlene Schulte, who spent 
part of hers with her folks at Crab Orchard 
and the remainder of the time with her sis- 
ter at Syracuse. Darlene and some friends 
made a short trip to Kansas and one of the 
points of interest they saw was General Ei- 
senhower’s home in Abilene. . . The state of 
Kansas seems to have been popular with 
travelers. Henri Goracke went as far as 
Wakeeney, Kansas, and like many other 
interested Americans, saw General Ike’s 
home in Abilene. .. . Waldo Harrington at- 
tended an Alumni Banquet in Powhattan, 
Kansas. He graduated from the High School 
there in 1931. Waldo and his family and 
some friends enjoyed a picnic at Hiawatha, 
Kansas, recently. Among other things of 
interest, they saw the Davis Memorial 
there. . . . Clara Costello spent Memorial 
Day week end visiting in Omaha and Sioux 
City, Iowa. Mary Kalin visited her 
sister, Barbara, in Columbus during the 
same week end. - Norma Lee Hahn’s 
husband has been driving a stock car in 
the races, and his most ardent cheering 
section is composed of Norma Lee. Wouldn’t 
be too surprised if she tried it too. a 
Tyler Ryan, Bill Eckles, George Eggleston, 
Ted Husing and Cecile Morehead attended 
a meeting at the Cornhusker Hotel in Lin- 
coln June 12. ... Harold Drake was one of 
the line judges at the Field Trial Meet held 
June 15. He claims he judged fair and 
square with both eyes open. It was so 
warm though the dogs didn’t even feel like 
running. ... A recent visitor in the office 
was Duke Eckles, an uncle of Bill’s, who 
works for LT&T at Nelson. Another visitor 
(who doesn’t like to have his name men- 
tioned in this column) was Dave Guthrie. 
We're always glad to see you, Dave. . . 
Clara Costello, Traffic Dept., traded hours 
with one of the girls recently, and not being 
accustomed to the unusual hours, tried to 
leave an hour early which would be her 
usual hour for departure. 
could stop her, she had her headset off and 
was Starting out the door... . Henri Goracke 
seems to have a new hobby. It consists of 
collecting Police Department traffic tickets. 
On a recent trip to Lincoln she m 
to get two of them. Nothin 
Hank. 


Before anyone 


anaged 
g like trying, 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 


Velma Garland, Correspondent 


Vacations are really in progress with 
Area Manager and Mrs. C. J. Crew whizzing 
off to Canada for a two weeks’ vacation 
fishing and such. Betty Jezek spent 
her vacation at home just loafing here and 
there. Gladys Stiers vacationed by 
spending her two weeks completing work 
on her new home. ... Chief Operator Helen 
Aldermann and Area Manager Crew at- 
tended the supervisors’ meeting in Lincoln 
on June 12....On June 19, three operators, 
the cashier and two chaperones went fishing 
and tell the usual fish story of the “big ones 
that got away.” When these gals go fishing 


they catch everything from turtles to mos- 
quito bites. Anyway, they report a good 
time. 
Hastings Area 
Jessie Van Trump, Correspondent 


The vacation season is here again. Anna 
Larson had as house guests, the first week 
of her vacation, Pamela Ann and Patty 
Lou Sharkey of Grafton. Anna also spent 
some time visiting in Grafton. ... Three of 
our girls, Coralee Utecht, Jolene Erickson 
and Carol Banta enjoyed seeing “South 
Pacific” in Omaha... . Jessie Van Trump 
spent part of the Memorial Day week end 
visiting Mr. and Mrs. Jack Pitzer in 
Omaha. On Sunday they drove to Ne- 
braska City to visit Arbor Lodge. ... Mrs. 
Frank Baker enjoyed a family picnic Sun- 
day at Arapahoe. Her sister from Wash- 
ington and her brother from Iowa were 
also present. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 


Joan Thompson and Elaine Holtzen are 
proudly wearing new diamonds. Our best 
wishes to both of you for much happiness. 

Ronald Francis spent an enjoyable 
week end at Johnson Lake fishing. He re- 
ports catching one large catfish. . . . On 
June 19 a group of over 200 4-H Club 
members toured the Hebron office. 


Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 


“Come away with me, Lucille, in my 

Merry Oldsmobile,” seems to be the tune 
Albert Andres, Stromsburg combinationman, 
is humming since he got his nice new 
“Olds.” Nice riding, Al! ... Edith Mattson, 
cashier, enjoyed (she says) a week’s vaca- 
tion at home with her sister, cleaning house. 
That’s quite a surprise to hear someone say 
they enjoyed cleaning house. Nancy Wait 
worked in Edith’s place....R. E. Wait and 
family probably can’t say they enjoy clean- 
ing house. The Waits recently moved to a 
new location in Stromsburg. Hope they 
like their new home. ... The men in this 
territory have been spraying trees. From 
the latest reports we understand it’s a 
mighty hot job. (They would rather be 
out in the nice “hot” sun—fishing.) 
Jim Hatfield, Polk combinationman, is also 
a smarty in our territory. He is sporting a 
new International pick-up. Bill Mouden, 
Osceola combinationman, is spending two 
weeks vacation suffering from the heat. 
Better luck next time, Bill! ...C. J. Olson, 
retired manager at Osceola, stopped in for 
a few minutes chat with “Smick” Williams. 
Mr. Olson looks good after several months 
fishing in Oregon. 


Superior Area 
Ivalee Webber, Correspondent 


Vacations are wonderful! Donna Henrik- 
sen, cashier, is spending her vacation visit- 
ing relatives in Denver. She plans to spend 
a couple of days at home “recuperating” 
before returning to work. Gearldeen 
Williams enjoyed her vacation just loafing, 
and Irene Hashage reports her vacation and 
her fiance’s furlough at the same time, so 


He’s in the Navy now. Charles W. Hayes 
puts on a big smile to show off his Navy 
uniform in this picture he sent to his father, 
Barney Hayes of Hastings. Charles entered 
the service last March and is now in training 
on the U.S.S. Chandler. A note from his Dad 
said that he will be putting out to sea in a 
few weeks. He is on military leave from his 
job as a cable splicer’s helper at Hastings. 


they had a wonderful time. . . . Mrs. Doher 
visited her son and family in Colorado 
and enjoyed a short trip to the mountains. 

. Mrs. Edwards has returned to work 
after a short honeymoon trip through the 
South to New Orleans, Louisiana. ... Seems 
that Donna Lee Jeppesen always has food 
on her mind. Having recorded a call for 
Hamburg, Iowa, she proceeded to ask for 
Hamburger, Iowa. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Hunzeker traveled 
to Denver, Colorado, on Memorial week 


end. . . . One vacationer so far this year 
is R. H. Culver. He and his family jour- 
neyed to South Dakota for a week.... J. H. 


Mankamyer, P. V. Eckles and E. A. Moor- 
head attended the supervisor’s meeting at 
the Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 


Employees at the York exchange who 
work inside were very grateful for air con- 
ditioning during the heat wave the second 
week in June—in fact, they were seen 
coming to work early to escape the heat. 
. . . Dan Smith, Area Manager, went on a 
short fishing trip to the lakes near Genoa 
and returned with a catch of seven. ... Les 
Hansen, Plant Department, and his family 
are vacationing near Louisville, Nebraska, 
this month. Louisville is the home town 
of Mrs. Hansen. ... Edna Pflughaupt, chief 
operator, is spending one week in Beatrice 
visiting friends. . . , Gloria Parks, Traffic, 
is enjoying her vacation at her home and 
near the York municipal swimming pool. 
- . » Delores Gardner, Traffic, is recovering 
from a recent tonsillectomy. . . . Marilyn 
Songster, Traffic, has recently been seen 
wearing an engagement ring; however, we 
have no knowledge of future plans. 
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A.B. GORMAN WAS DELIGHTED WHEN HIS WIFE HAD 
10 APPEAR BEFORE THE JUDGE. SHE FOLLOWED THE 
LETTER OF THE LAW IN CALLING THE COPS AFTER 
A MINOR ACCIDENT, BUT WAS HERSELF HAILED 
INTO COURT FOR FAILURE 10 HAVE HER DRIVERS 
LICENSE ON HER PERSON. BUTSUSTICE PREVAILED. 
A FEW DAYS LATER“A.BY WAS HANDED A TICKET AND 
FOUND GUILTY- FOR BLITHELY WHEELING THRU 
A STOP SIGN WITHOUT BOTHERING To TAKE 
HI5 FOOT OFF THE ACCELERATOR. 
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THE NEW HOME OF DON RUTLEDGE. LINCOLN SERVICE. 1S TAKING 
SHAPE AND DON WENT OUT ONE EVENING 10 INSTALL ’abvANCE: 
WIRING FOR TELEPHONE SERVICE, THE THSK WAS LONG AND 
HOT BUT DON TOILED WITH WILLING HANDS AND LOVING CARE, BECAUSE 
| THiS JOB WAS SOMETHING SPECIAL. AT LAST IT WAS COMPLETED 
| AND DON WENT OUT ON THE BACK PORCH FOR A BIT OF COOL, 
| ALR AND FOUND HIMSELF IN STRANGE SURROUNDINGS, IT WAS HIS FIRST 
i INKLING THAT HE HAD WIRED THE WRONG HOUSE. HIS OWN WAS NEXT DOOR! 
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R.V.CLIFFORD HAD STRAWBERRIES FOR SALE. ONE DAYA 
LADY CAME 10 PICK AND BUY A BASKETFUL.AND UNKNOWINGLY 
COVERED HER PURSE WITH THE BERRICS HS SHE PICKED. 
CAME Time TO PAY FOR THEM AND BOB FOUND HIMSELF 
ACCUSED OF THEFT, HIS FAIR. CUHOMER INSISTED THAT No 
ONE ELSE HAD BEEN NEAR ENOUGH To PILFER IT. 
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HE annual LT&T Family Picnic was 
held at Capitol Beach, Lincoln, on 
Saturday, August 9, and when the reg- 
istration books closed at the supper 
hour, 917 signatures had been collected 
and carefully marked “Exhibit A.” This 
is a record and exceeds by seven happy 
picnickers the old mark established in 
1950. Last year the tally was 887. 

It had been predicted and widely 
publicized that the day would be cool 
and pleasant, but only a benign Ne- 
braska could produce one of such per- 
fection. Nearly everyone who ap- 
proached the microphone tried to claim 
credit for predicting and selecting the 
picnic weather. 

Walter Roberts, personnel director, 
used former picnic workers so far as 
possible in his committee lists, protest- 
ing his own short experience in picnic 
matters as reason for leaning heavily on 
those who had borne the burdens of 
that festive event in past years. Alex 
Geist was again in general charge while 
the several committees were headed by 
chairmen Roy Brendle, Marie Vidlock, 
Myra Metcalf, Russell Rauch, B. A. Isa- 
man, Howard Smith, Carl Ahl, B. J. 
Sievers, Joe Hartley, Lyman Neff and 
Ralph Connors. 

The perennial softball game saw a 
renewal of the ancient feud between 
the Lincoln and outstate players. The 
former were captained by Chuck Con- 
nors and the outstaters by Ralph Wait 
and Jack Mankamyer. It was a free 
scoring duel that lasted only four in- 
nings when it was halted by the curfew 
to permit the games and contests to be 
run off on schedule. The score, at the 
cessation of hostilities, was 11 to 11. 
Everyone was happy except the captains 


who opined that it didn’t matter how 
the game was played, so long as some- 
one won or lost. 

Carl Ahl, Bob Ross and Dick Hansen 
handled the games and contests, dealing 
out rewards for win and place in each 
of 18 events. Capturing first prize in 
one Or more contests were: Mr. and 
Mrs. Bud Eden, Ronnie Ahl, Sonia 
Sievers, George Isaman, Mrs. John 
Shipp, John Mills, Cy Hutchison, Nor- 
man Duer, Jackie Hartz, Caroline 
Hartz, Irene Roberts, Dick Fischer, 
Thomas Lee Hedges and Ruth Miller. 


At the stroke of six the supper lines 
began to move and family groups car- 
ried their heaping plates from the serv- 
ing tables. The hungry horde devoured, 
among other edibles, 28 large, savory 
hams; 86 dozen ears of sweet corn; 800 
servings of cold drinks and 1,000 cups 
of ice cream. Short talks were given 
by Alex Geist and Walter Roberts, 
lauding the committees for their intel- 
ligent planning and complete coopera- 
tion. Merle M. Hale, vice president, 
gave welcome to the throng on behalf 
of the company. 

The big prizes of the day were 
awarded to a group of six, according to 
their varying degrees of skill at drink- 
ing the contents of a nursing bottle 
through a nipple. First to finish was 
Bob Culver, followed in unburped or- 
der by Pep Saunders, Bonnie Higel, 
Claude Helm, Asa Waters and Flora 
Johnston. B. J. Sievers carried off the 
prize in the guessing contest. 

The youngsters came into their own 
at nightfall. They used a record num- 
ber of gift tickets to keep the rides and 
concessions running full tilt long after 
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regular bed time. Their elders cleared 
away the supper table and settled down 
to a profitable session of Bingo. The 
game was so legal that it almost bank- 
rupt the committee. 


The length of the list and confines of 
space preclude publishing the names of 
all those who worked and played so 
strenuously to make this year’s picnic a 
marked success. Appreciation of their 
efforts was felt and often spoken by 
those who partook of their generosity. 


Fortieth Anniversary 
For Family Picnics 


|) bee Hundred Fifty-Two 
LN is sort of an cnniversary year, 
picnic-wise, for it was 40 years 
ago that LT&T celebrated its re- 
cent purchase of the Bell prop- 
erties in southeast Nebraska with 
its first employees picnic. It was 
designed as a “hatchet-burying 
party,’ to bring together the 
former Bell and “Automatic” 
employees on peaceful ground. 
An elaborate program of games, 
races and contests filled the 
hours from 2 to 8 P. M. with only 
a short time-out for supper. After 
this came boat racing, a vaude- 
ville show and dancing. It is hard 
to believe that flesh and bone 
could survive such a program. 
Among the judges of events, as 
listed in the program, were “Ed- 
die’ Cummings and Colora Hale. 
The latter is now better known 
as Mrs. A. S. Keckler, wife of our 
genial plant training supervisor. 
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The funniest moment. Prize 
winners Culver, Saunders, 
Higel, Waters, Johnston and 
Helm receive their botles.. 


The official welcome i given to the assembled Mr. and Mrs. Perry Caldwell, Mrs. Jack 
multitude by Merle M.Hale, vice president, Mankamyer and A7.3TS Herb Hansen 
and Walter F Roberts, personnel director. shate a’ box seat” at the ball game.. 
is % ae f. > Steet ok Pre fae 
eee Ta RUAN V2 wr, Cad Fe BEBO Ns Spellbinder Roberts tries a joke 
target in the rolling-pin It always looks like “Ladies Day" when the President Hale and General 
a throwing contest. Bud Eden family (center) goes to a ball game. Chairman Alex Geist. 


The Milton Metcalf s and Jimmy Greens’ had more 
fun than the kiddies onthe rides and thrills. 
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The ladies attend a shower! 
In the balloon throwing contest 
the balloons had been inflated 
with water ! 
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Jack Mankamuer, Sutton, prepares to put the bat 
to the leather as catcher Norman Duer and umpire 
Howard Smith keep their eye on the ball . 
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ISHERMEN and fishing kibitzers gathered again on 
August 23, probably under Pisces, the twelfth sign of 
the zodiac, to hold their annual Pioneers’ Fishing Party. The 
rallying point was once again the Burr Hughes cabin on 
the banks of the west fork of the Blue, near Beaver Crossing. 
An attendance of 37 members strained the capacity of the 
cabin at times, but many of them were homeward bound 
before most of the night had worn away, allowing those who 
stayed for the Sunday breakfast to find ample room to 
bed themselves down for needed rest and relaxation. 
The smorgasbord supper disintegrated before the on- 
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Erman Wheatcraft, at left, combinationman at Friend, in operation. The switchboard at Dorchester in its last 
tests out some rural lines after the Dorchester conversion. In minute of usefulness. Mrs. Jones is standing. Seated are 
the second picture, Mrs. Ethelyn Jones, chief operator, is Alice Nickols and Mrs. Anna Simpson. At right is Ted Ray, 
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getting ready to pull the picks and set the dial equipment 


southern district clerk, who was in charge of the cutover. 


Dorchester & Brainard Go Dial 


HE 80th and 81st exchanges have 
been added to the dial side of 
LT&T’s ledger with the conversion of 
Dorchester on July 8 and Brainard on 
August 12. Both exchanges occupy 
newly erected buildings at the rear of 
the lot of the former manual offices. 
At Dorchester, Ethelyn Jones, chief 
operator, removed the Spacers to set 
the new exchange into operation. 
Mayor Miles Pospisil made first use of 
the new toll equipment. He called 
K. L. Lawson, general commercial su- 
perintendent at Lincoln, immediately 
after the conversion had been made 
and reported its success. Ted Ray, 
district clerk, was in general charge of 
the cutover details and of the forces 
engaged in changing subscribers’ sets, 


years. 


replacing drop wires and dismantling 
the manual exchange. 

Dorchester was originally one of the 
Nebraska Telephone Company ex- 
changes, with a competing exchange 
established by the Saline County Com- 
pany shortly after the turn of the cen- 
tury. Both properties were purchased 
in 1912 by LT&T. 

The Brainard cutover was performed 
by Vern Campbell, area manager, and 
Ben Docekal, with an assist from Ed 
Piper and Mary Docekal, who cut off 
the manual exchange at the main 
frame. Jerry Vavrina, county commis- 
sioner, was selected to make the first 
toll call. Mrs. Docekal, former chief 
operator, will continue to act as agent 
for the company in handling collections 


SCENES AT BRAINARD 


Chief Operator Mary Docekal and Ed Piper, 
at left, are about to pull the heat coils and cut the 
old board out of service. Below is Mrs. Docekal at 
the Brainard switchboard, a combination 
meant good service to the community for many 
At right, Area Manager Vern Campbell 
and Ben Docekal get set to pull the picks from 
the dial equipment. 


that 


at her residence in the former tele- 
phone office. After the conversion, 
she exhibited her thoughtfulness in 
writing a personal note to every Brain- 
ard subscriber, the following being an 
example: 

“Dear Dr. and Mrs. Jelinek: 

“It is with regret that I am leav- 
ing my job as your telephone oper- 
ator. I will miss my daily contacts 
with you but I think you are very 
fortunate in getting a very modern 
telephone service and I know you 
will be very happy with it. 

“T wish to thank you for your pa- 
tience and good will to my operators 
and me. 

“Very Sincerely, 
“Mary Docekal.” 


slaught of a hungry line of Pioneers, but the cooks were 
not to be caught napping, and filled the table a second 
time with heaps of tasty meats, cheeses, pumpernickel and 
so forth. The fish were more than wary in the vicinity 
of the cabin but a delegation who journeyed farther west 
for the second straight year boasted of another bumper 
catch of prize catfish. A happy surprise was the appearance 
of the southwest fishing champion, “Shrimp” Whitney, from 
far-off Superior. The west-end was further represented by 
sojourners from Hastings, Stromsburg, Sutton, Osceola and 
York. It was loudly agreed that Chairman Helm and his 
venerable committee reached a new high in fishing parties 
in this year’s version. 


In The Pictures 


1. Thinking things over after a king-size picnic supper 
are, left to right, Waldo McDowell, F. E. Behm, Bob Ross 
and M. W. Franklin. 2. The hard working cooks look a little 
envious of the relaxing “fishermen.” Left to right, Presi- 
dent Bruce Sievers, C. C. Donley, Burr Hughes, Ralph Wait 
and Ray Baldwin. 3. Engaging in a friendly game of casino 
are Bill Mouden, Chuck Salisbury, Dan Smith, Smick Wil- 
liams, B. D. Pattison and Bedric Wanek. Kibitzers are Claude 
Helm, picnic committee chairman, and Floyd Crewdson. 
4, Not much left of the smorgasbord supper after these lusty 
eaters got through. They are B. D. Pattison, Tommy Hedges, 
Lloyd Miller, Harry Knudsen, Lloyd Cleveland, Joe Hartley, 
Roy Mills and Shrimp Whitney. 5. This was real “purty” or 
at least the singers thought so. Chord blenders, left to right, 
are L. P. Young, Max Walker, Gay Henderson, Ed Dulin, Al 
Ager and Kent Eno. 
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Area Manager A. M. Newens contemplates the wreckage of 
a Talmage cable lead flattened against the ground and 
buried in a jumbled mass of limbs and foliage. 
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The floor of a building half block away (shown in foreground) was hurled 
through the side of a Talmage cafe with about the same effect as a cannon 


Tornados By Che Half Dozer 


EDNESDAY, August 13, was a 

hot, oppressive day. The swelter- 
ing natives of our region were happy to 
see clouds begin to gather across the 
sun in the late afternoon. But the 
anticipation of a cooling shower gave 
way to a feeling of deep concern as 
the clouds grew heavier, turned green- 
black in color and began to toss and 
churn overhead. The anxiety was well 
placed, for at least half a dozen out- 
of-season tornados were spawned that 
evening in the laden skies. Accom- 
panied by torrential rains they struck 
viciously at several points in the east- 
ern district; later giving way to a pow- 
erful jet of straight wind that left 
behind it heavy érop and_ property 
damage in the narrow, 100-mile swath 
of the storm center. 


The first reports of storm damage 
came from Butler and Saunders Coun- 
ties. Near Octavia three tornado fun- 
nels were seen in the sky at one time, 
though only one of them apparently 
dipped to the earth. Several farm- 
yards stood in its path and were all 
but swept bare in a few minutes time. 
South of Yutan, in Saunders County, 
another funnel lapped up two farm 
homes and most of the surrounding 
buildings. There was scarcely a warn- 
ing and the residents were hard pressed 
to reach their basements or storm caves 
before the tornados were upon them. 

A. straight wind from the north- 
west whipped through Greenwood and 
Ashland, tearing heavy branches from 
trees and hurling them into power and 


telephone lines. The wind seemed to 


gather speed as it swept past Elmwood 
and Otoe, somehow capturing a_ hail 
storm en route, and descended on Tal- 
mage in its greatest burst of fury. Con- 
siderable wire breakage was experienced 
at Brock and Auburn as the storm 
passed out of the territory. 


It was not until the following morn- 
ing that combinationmen George Pla- 
cek and Warren Eltiste made their way 
into Talmage for a preliminary check 
of damage to telephone plant. What 
they saw caused them to retrace their 
route posthaste to Lorton where they 
met A. M. Newens, area manager. He 
called the district office for an emer- 
gency force and materials and the three 
men went back to the stricken town. 

It was mid-afternoon before a cir- 
cuit could be established out of Tal- 
mage and the plight of the town 
brought to public knowledge. At first 
view it seemed that the town had been 
almost wholly destroyed. Every street 
and yard was filled with shattered limbs 
and debris. Only after closer scrutiny 
did it become evident that the houses 
had escaped with superficial damage. 
The town’s huge old trees, heavy with 
foliage, had borne the brunt of the 
wind’s destructive force and had ef- 
fectively parried its blow away from 
the homes beneath. Several corn fields 
in the vicinity of Talmage had been 
stripped and flattened by the combined 
onslaught of wind, rain and hail. 

The telephone plant of the town was 
a shambles. Many poles were broken, 
with cable and wires snarled hopelessly 
in the maze of limbs and litter. It was 


fortunate that the storm was not wide- 
spread, for telephone men over the 
territory were able to quickly mend 
their own wire breaks and rush to the 
aid of their hard pressed brothers in 
the areas of major damage. At least 
50 men were working on the Talmage 
plant at one time, and within five days 
normal service had been restored. 


Praise to Storm Workers 


Storms generally mean line dam- 
age and plenty of hard work for the 
men whose j0b it is to keep our serv- 
ice in good order and for the oper- 
ators who have to handle rush calls 
which usually result. That their good 
work is appreciated is shown by the 
following letters which are represen- 
tative of many similar expressions 
from businessmen and other sub- 
scribers in the towns affected: 

Desley L. Taylor, editor of the 
Talmage tribune, wrote the follow- 
ing note: “I wish to compliment the 
Nebraska City operators for their 
patience and co-operation during our 
past week of emergency.” 

The mayor of Ashland, K. E. Har- 
ris, wrote this letter to Manager 
John Potter: 

“On behalf of the City of Ashland, 
I wish to take this opportunity of 
expressing our appreciation to you, 
personally, and to your company 
and its line and service crews for 
the fine manner in which all of you 
responded following the tornado of 
August 13. 

“You and your organization are 
certainly to be commended for the 
prompt and tireless effort put forth 
in restoring telephone communica- 
tions to our community.” 


Telephones In United States 
Approach 46 Million 


4 iss United States is now served by 

nearly 46 million telephones. Of 
these, some 371/, million are Bell Sys- 
tem telephones, and more than 8 
million are provided by connecting 
companies. 


If this country had the same tele- 
phone density as exists in Europe, our 
entire population would be served by 
less than 5.4 million telephones, or 
about as many as there are in the three 
cities of New York, Chicago and Los 
Angeles combined. 


Also, a substantial proportion of the 
telephones in service in most foreign 
countries is absorbed by their respec- 
tive principal cities, whereas in the 
United States a relatively small pro- 
portion of our total telephones are lo- 
cated in our largest metropolitan areas. 


New York is served by the world’s 
most extensive urban telephone system. 
Washington has attained a higher de- 
gree of telephone saturation than any 
other large city in the world. According 
to the most recent count, there were 
60.6 telephones per 100 persons in 
Washington. The only large foreign 
city to approach Washington in this 
respect was Stockholm, with 47.9 tele- 
phones per 100 persons. Telephone 
density in most of the large cities of 
foreign countries is appreciably lower 
than that obtaining in the great metro- 
politan areas of the United States. 


It's Sergeant Tice Now 


AMES H. TICE writes from Korea 
that he is still very much occupied 
in the telephone business. Recently 
promoted to sergeant, Jim is the com- 
pany “commo chief” and responsible 
for the operation and performance of 
two switchboards, 25 telephones and 
nine short-wave receivers. He has a 
crew of ten soldiers and two native 
helpers. Jim points with pride to the 
most recent inspection when his tele- 
phone plant was judged best in the bat- 
talion. He is the son of Mary Tice, 
Lincoln cafeteria, and has been on mili- 
tary leave of absence from his job as 
splicers helper in the construction de- 
partment since August, 1951. 


Five Move Up to Supervisory Positions 


Armin L. Acker- 
mann, Fairmont 


HE appointment of three exchange 

managers and two wire chiefs was 
announced in recent weeks. New ex- 
change managers are Michael Danaher 
at Milford, Donald G. Rutledge at 
Weeping Water and Armin L. Acker 
mann at Fairmont. Wire chiefs are 
Robert C. Humiston at Plattsmouth 
and Harvey Armagost at David City. 


Rutledge succeeds Humiston at 
Weeping Water and Humiston suc: 
ceeds Alvin L. Reed at Plattsmouth. 
Reed moves to Lincoln where he will 
be engaged in the installation and repair 
of central office equipment. 


Danaher will supervise the Milford 
and Beaver Crossing exchanges. He 
has been with the company since 1948, 
starting as a groundman at Seward and 
becoming a combinationman there the 
next year. He moved to Milford three 
years ago as a combinationman. Dur- 
ing World War II he was a staff 
sergeant in the Air Force and served in 
the Pacific Theatre of Operations. 


Rutledge joined the company as a 
warehouseman at Lincoln in 1942. He 
later was a shopman before entering 
military service in 1943. During the 
War he served as a staff sergeant in 
the Signal Corps in Europe, returning 
to the company as a shopman in 1946. 
He became a combinationman later that 
year. He will supervise Weeping Water, 


Elmwood, Murdock and Nehawka. 


Humiston becomes wire chief at 
Plattsmouth. His first job with the 
company was at Lincoln as a shopman 
in 1942, before which he worked for 
the Weber Mutual Telephone Com- 
pany at Weber, Kansas. He became a 
combinationman at Lincoln later that 
year and worked at Wahoo before mov- 
ing to Plattsmouth in June, 1943. In 
February, 1949, he became a switch: 
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Michael Danaher 
Milford 


Donald G. Rutledge 
Weeping Water 


Harvey Armagost 
David City 


Robert C. Humiston 
Plattsmouth 


man at Plattsmouth and the following 
year was advanced to exchange manager 
at Weeping Water. 


The new manager at Fairmont is 
Armin L. Ackermann who has worked 
for LT&T since 1946 as a combination- 
man at Geneva. Before that he was a 
sergeant in the Air Service Command 
and was stationed in the African 
theatre. 


Armagost was first employed with 
the company as a groundman in the 
construction department in 1929. He 
became a lineman later that year and 
saw service in many of the company’s 
exchanges before being assigned as a 
combinationman at David City in 1941. 
He was advanced to wire chief there 
on July 1, 1952. 


Why Didn't You Say So 

The fellow at the other end of the line 
was obviously having a hard time with 
his English and the operator was asking 
him to deposit 25 cents for a long dis- 
tance call. Several times she asked, 
“Please deposit 25-cents.” That didn’t 
help. She changed her phrase to “Please 
put in two dimes and one nickel.” Still 
no bell rings. Finally, with the patience 
of both running thin, she tried, “Put m 
two bits.’ The call was completed. 


Teachers Learn About 


August 29 was B-E Day in Lincoln. 
Sponsored by the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce, the B-E Day program 
(Business-Education Day) was designed 
to give teachers a better insight into 
and understanding of the American 
economic system through first hand ob- 
servation of business in operation. 
Sixty Lincoln firms and over 600 
teachers participated. The general pro- 
gram is nationwide and is being held in 
over 300 cities in the United States. 

Twenty teachers representing all Lin- 
coln schools visited our general office 
building at 14th and M and warehouse 
building at 21st and L as part of the 
program in Lincoln. They were first 
welcomed by K. L. Lawson, general 
commercial superintendent, and then 
visited the business office where one 
of the teachers placed an “order” for 
a telephone. The course of this order 
was followed through the various de- 
partments. In this way the educators 
had an opportunity to meet some of 
the people back of their telephone serv- 
ice and to see the equipment that is 
required to provide service. A noon 
luncheon at the Cornhusker Hotel gave 
the group a brief time out and an op- 
portunity to discuss what they had 
seen and heard. The day-long program 
was concluded by a talk in the after- 
noon on toll dialing by C. C. Donley, 
chief engineer. Howard Spahnle, com- 
mercial engineer, was in_ general 
charge of the tour. 

Others who talked to the visitors as 
they went through the various depart- 
ments were A. B. Waters, George 
Ramsey, W. J. McDowell and W. D. 
Quinn in the business office; Vaughn 
Baum, Roy Cleveland, Louise Roth, 
Ivan Paddack, Al Ager and Gene 
Schrank in the service department; 
Carl Ahl in the printing department; 
G. W. Jahn and B. J. Sievers in the ac- 
counting department; Lloyd Cleveland 
in the traffic department and Fred 
Strasser in the supply department at 
Qist and L. 

Two days before the actual B-E Day 
tour a group of employees were taken 
through the general office building in 
a “trial run.” This was done to iron 
out any unforeseen difficulties that 


the Telephone Business 


should arise and get Suggestions from 
the employees who participated. This 
employee group is pictured above as 
they visited the service department and 
heard Vaughn Baum talk about cable 
Left to right, they are Howard Sieler, 
Joe Krhounek, Sylvia Hoaglin Merle 
Schneider, Ruth Leuschner loinc 
Upitis, Dorothy Bader, Eleanor Hart- 
sook and Joan Hartley. Walter Rob- 
erts, personnel director, 
right. Service departm 
the background are Joyc 
Ed Dulin. 

The picture below sho 
of paced in the busines 
“order” for the telephone 
placed. George Ramsey, at oe hig 
plaining the procedure as Mrs Ph Lli 
Jacobsen fills out the application The 
teacher “customer” jis Miss Teresa 
Colbert of Hayward elementary Hee 

After the visit to the company man ; 
expressions of appreciation were ae 
ceived from the teachers. Typical 
among them is this letter from Sister 
Mary Roberdetta of Cathedral sonoil: 

Sister Mary Norine and | are ind d 
grateful to you for the very ple ~ 
we profitable day that we ent a On. 
tin Our _ 
He gy ur Company on Friday, Aug- 

“It was a real pleasur 
and the various member 
Their graciousness did 
the day a success. 

“It was profitable to 
way that you conduct you 
any organization, 
provements in effi 


is observing at 
ent people in 
e Kinnison and 


WS the group 
S office as the 


e to meet you 
S of your staff. 
much to make 


learn of the 
r business. In 
even a school, im- 
clency can be copied 


a 
be 
be 


or at least imitated. Surely all of us 
will have an even greater appreciation 
of the wonderful service we are get- 
ting from your companrny—and at a 
very moderate cost. I suspect that each 
of us left agreeing that telephone serv- 
ice is a necessity that should not be 
taxed as a luxury. 


“We are especially grateful to Mr. 
Spahnle for the splendid organization 
and conduct of the day’s activities.” 


Pioneers Shift to High 


hee Pioneer organization usually re- 
serves the months of July and Au- 
gust for the forming of committees and 
laying of plans for the activities of the 
next ten months. This year there 1s 
evidence of unusually early progress 
along the road toward attainment of 
the year’s goals. Less than’a month 
after the appointment of committee 
personnel, President Bruce Sievers was 
able to issue a “progress report” indi- 
cating that most of the committees had 
already shifted into driving gear and 
were smoothly rolling along their way. 


The chairmen of the several com- 
mittees, as announced by Mr. Sievers, 
are: A. B. Waters, Membership; Myr- 
tle Henline, Fellowship; George M. 
Kloidy, Historical, Joe H. Hartley, 
Hobby; Claude Helm, Social; Irene 
Combs, Women’s Social; A. B. Gor- 
man, Publicity; George P. Barney, 
Resolutions; Guy O. Seaton, Ways and 
Means; T. E. Longdon, Nominating; 
and Georgia Smith, Correspondent. 


Eighty-four other Pioneers are as’ 
signed to working membership in vari 
ous committees. Nine members of the 
social committee were among those 
present at the fishing party on August 
23, the first of numerous gatherings 
planned by this committee for the cur’ 


rent Pioneer regime. 


Highway Accident Takes 


The Life of Thad Cone 
HADDEUS C. CONE, eastern dis- 
trict manager, met with shocking 
and untimely death in an automobile 
accident in the early evening of Aug- 
ust 30. The tragedy 
occurred on the 
highway, one mile 
west of Peru. Mr. 
Cone was 48 years 
of age and had oc- 
cupied his present 
position since the 
spring of last year. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Cone were on a 
week-end visit with 
her parents at Auburn. Mr. Cone had 
found it necessary to drive to Offut 
Field near Omaha on business pertain- 
ing to his status in the Army Reserve 
Corps. On his return he apparently 
decided to detour a dozen miles into 
Peru to reclaim a suit which had been 
altered by the tailor at that town. 
When only a mile from his destination 
he drove over the crest of a hill and 
crashed into a car approaching from 
the opposite direction which was then 
in the act of making a left turn onto 
a side road at the hill top. A passenger 
in the other car was instantly killed. 
Mr. Cone died on arrival at the Auburn 
Hospital. It is believed that the wreck- 
age was not immediately discovered. 

A veteran of 28 years’ service, Thad 
came to the telephone company as a 
University student in September, 1924. 
His first job was groundman in the 
construction department. In February, 
1925, he was assigned to assist in the 
general inventory being taken by the 
engineering department. Later he was 
clerk in that department and in the 
plant superintendent’s office. He was 
made chief clerk in the construction de- 
partment in October, 1927. He served 
in the Army from September, 1942, to 
May, 1946, rising in rank from first 
lieutenant to lieutenant colonel. On his 
return he was named construction fore- 
man pending his appointment as area 
manager at Seward in September, 1947. 
He was transferred to a like position at 
Nebraska City in November, 1950. In 
April, 1951, he was promoted to dis- 
trict manager for the eastern district. 
Mr. Cone was a charter’ member of the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter, Independent 
Telephone Pioneers, 


Thad C. Cone 


Smith and Wheatcraft 
Make Headlines 
AN SMITH, area manager at York, 


and Erman L. Wheatcraft, combina- 
tionman at Friend, have been recognized 
in local publications for their civic 
activities. 

Mr. Smith is chairman of the com- 
munity planning committee of the York 
Chamber of Commerce. A story about 
him in the Chamber's publication, 
Alert, cited his good werk and practical 
suggestions for community improve- 
ment. Among the ideas which he pre- 
sented to the York city council recently 
were the installation of new traffic 
lights, improved radio communication 
for the police department and provision 
for more parking space in the business 
section. 

A story in the Friend Sentinel told of 
Mr. Wheatcraft’s work as scoutmaster 
of troop 2. He was recognized by the 
American Legion there for his activities 
and presented with a commission signed 
by Governor Val Peterson which made 
him an Admiral in the Great Navy of 
the State of Nebraska. The Sentinel’s 
story said in part: 

“The commission, probably the high- 
est honorary award in the state, was 
given to Mr. Wheatcraft for his out- 
standing work with the boys in the 
scout troop. He has been scoutmaster 
here since the present troop was or- 
ganized early in 1951.” 


She Inspired the Invention 
of the Pay Telephone 
\" RS. Louise Bubser Gray, 92, whose 


grave illness as a young woman 
inspired the invention of the pay tele- 
phone, died last month at Brookline, 
Massachusetts. 

In the 1880's, Mrs. Gray and her 
husband, William, were living in Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, when she became 
ill. Telephones were few and the hus- 
band had to go to a factory to get per- 
mission to call a doctor. 

After his wife’s recovery, Gray de- 
termined to make telephone 
available to the public for a small fee. 
Between 1888 and 1902 he was granted 
23 patents covering the basic rights to 
a pay telephone. His ideas were sound 
and many telephones bearing his name 
are in service today. 
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Meet an Associate Editor 


OUR news from the Lincoln busi- 

ness office will be coming to you 
now from the typewriter of the young 
lady pictured here, Mrs. Mary Kay 
Downing. Her 
newsy column in 
this month's edition 
represents her first 
writing for the 
magazine. 

Mary Kay is a 
newcomer to 
LT&T. In fact, this 
is her third month 
with us but she 
tells us she feels 
right at home already and likes her 
work as a clerk in the commercial de- 
partment. Before she came here she 
attended the University of Nebraska 
where she studied dramatics, theatre 
and radio in the Arts and Science col- 
lege. She likes to write and hopes 
some day to get into radio in this field. 
Bob, her husband, is going to Univer- 
sity now and, incidentally, is a very 
good photographer on the side. He 
took this picture of Mary Kay. 


Mary Kay Downing 


Benefit Claims Paid 
The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the months of 
July and August: 


Primary members: Darlene E. Remmers, 
Beatrice Traffic, $47.00; R. E. Mills, Lincoln 
Construction, $15.00; Stella M. Clark, Auburn 
Traffic, $294.00; Anna A. Larson, Hastings 
Traffic, $6.85; Alma L. Koenig, Lincoln Com- 
mercial, $51.35; C. E. Cummings, Lincoln En- 
gineering, $7.50; R. C. Boling, Lincoln Con- 
struction, $10.00; Florence G. Tatman, Lincoln 
Supply, $6.00; R. T. Ross, Lincoln Accounting, 
$107.00; June T. Carman, Beatrice Traffic, 
$313.00: Rose Riggs, Lincoln Accounting, 
$15.00; Mary M. Bornemeier, Lineoln General 
Traffic, $10.00; R. C. Parsons, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $795.50; Chris Haberman, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $45.00; Regina T. Bethscheider, Hebron 
Traffic, $37.50; Irene L. Kripal, Hebron Traf- 
fic, $15.00; Ella Hansen, Lincoln Traffic, 
$15.00: Mrs. Rose Riggs, Lincoln Accounting, 
$15.00: S. F. Bush, Lincoln Accounting, $220.50: 
W. T. Haas, Lincoln Supply, $58.70; Darlene 
M. Decker, Lincoln Traffic, $169.00. 

Dependents: Mrs. W. H. Spurlock, Lincoln, 
$89.66; Cheryl Schneider, Lincoln, $11.25; Mrs. 
C. J. Crew, Geneva, $11.25; Dan A Ramsey, 
Lincoln, $50.62; John R. Keogh, Hastings, 
$14.95: Mrs. A. L. Ager, Lincoln, $7.50; Mrs. 
G. A. Foster, Lincoln, $15.00; Mrs. J. G. Van- 
Nordheim, Hastings, $5.62; Robert Ww. Hart, 
Lincoln, $30.75; Jack L. Robinson, Fairbury, 
$46.12: Mrs. R. M. Green, Lincoln, $18.75; 
Mrs. D. D. Smith, Lincoln, $21.37; Mrs. J. A. 
Krhounek. Lincoln, $11.25; Stephen Spahnle, 
Lincoln, $218.63; Mrs. H. A. Ehrlich, Lincoln, 
$5.25: Steven Reighard, Lincoln, $27.00; Mrs. 
J. C. Hansen, Lincoln, $84.15; Mrs. D. W. Ut- 


terson, Lincoln, $234.00. 


New Field Engineer 
i fais appointment of T. J. Goldenstein 


as field engineer in the engineering 
department was announced last month. 
In this position he will work with two 
other field engi- 
neers, Joy Dobbs 
and Donald R. 
Smith, in making 
field inspections of 
outside plant and 
then preparing rec- 
ommendations for 
maintenance or re- 
placement of the 
plant. 

Goldenstein joined 
the company in 1946 as a groundman in 
the construction department. He later 
became an advanced clerk before enter- 
ing military service in 1950 as a member 
of the company’s affiliated signal unit 
and was stationed at Camp Gordon, 
Georgia, until November, 1951. From 
that time until two months ago he was 
stationed in Korea as a Warrant Officer 
with the Second Infantry Division. 


T. J. Goldenstein 


Unlucky Thirteen 
Weve discovered how “13” came to 


be considered an unlucky number. 
It was back in °13 that the Income Tax 
Amendment was ratified. 


And did you know that when it was 
being proposed, its backers solemnly 
promised that the tax rate would never 
go above ten percent? 

Well, the latest change was in No- 
vember, 1951, for individuals; retro- 
active to April for businesses. And 
what does it nick you for, 25%? You 
may be luckier than you think—some 
people get rocked for as high as 90%. 

It was Marx, or one of the other 
early Communists who said give us 
enough time and wed spend ourselves 
into bankruptcy —that our country 
would ultimately tax itself out of 
existence. 

Our federal government proposes 
that we spend $72,000,000,000 for fis- 
cal 1952. That is seventy-two thousand 
millions. more than $30 a week for 
each and every family in the United 
States. 

Who is paying this big tax bill? All 
of us are. 

“Soak the rich—tax the corpora- 
tions.” This popular cry is so much 


political balderdash. 

The truth of the matter is that taxes 
come from the people who work—who 
consume goods, buy things. 

Taxes are a cost of doing business. 
Any business that did not include in 
its sale price the taxes it pays would 
soon go broke. So all of us are paying 
the taxes—whether they are direct or 
indirect. 


Hadn't we better start doing some- 


thing about it? 
—The Sun Dial. 


Front Cover 


flies front cover picture this month is 

a close up view of a stalk of hybrid 
corn. Not an unusual sight at this time 
of year in Nebraska but a mighty heart- 
ening sight when the crop prospects are 
as good as they are this year. 


Corn is King in Nebraska. It is the 
state's major crop. Last year Nebraska 
farmers. produced 187 million bushels 
of this golden grain as against 58 mil- 
lion bushels of wheat and 60 million 
bushels of oats, the two next largest 
crops. 


Mr. A. E. Anderson, agricultural 
statistician for the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, forecasts a corn harvest 
this year of 247,800,000 bushels—not 
as large as 1944 or 1948 in bushels but 
in cash income (figured at current 
prices) it should bring about $375 mil- 
lion dollars. This would top all pre- 
vious years. The 1940 crop brought 
only $61 million. Last year the figure 
was $291 million. The record year was 
1950 with $361 million. 


Nebraska farmers are doing all right. 
Last year the average income per farm 
in the state was $10,313. That is al- 
most double the United States average 
of $5,439. 


Cash income for farmers in Nebraska 
in 1941 was $306 million. Last year 
it was over one billion dollars—262% 
more. In that same period the com- 
panys revenues have increased only 
39% as a result of rate adjustments. 


Though Oceans Apart 


Aboard the superliner S. S. United 
States, largest passenger ship ever built 
in this country, there is a telephone in 
every stateroom. From the middle of 
the ocean, voyagers can talk to loved 
ones in any part of the world. 
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Matilda Buehler Dies 
\" ATILDA L. BUEHLER, retired 


Beatrice commercial department 
employee, died at her home in that 
city on July 13 after an extended illness. 

Miss Buehler lit- 
erally “grew up’ 
with the telephone 
business in Beatrice. 
The Nebraska Bell 
Company was the 
only one operating 
there in November, 
1904, when 18-year- 
old Matilda sought 
employment. W. H. 
Patmore, local man- 
ager, found a place for her as toll clerk. 
There was no national long distance 
service at that time. The Nebraska 
Bell’s system extended from North 
Platte to Red Oak, Iowa, and from 
Niobrara to Marysville, Kansas. In 
1907 she accepted the more responsible 
task of exchange bookkeeper. 


Meanwhile, the New Home Inde- 
pendent Telephone Company began 
operations in Beatrice and made serious 
inroads into the subscriber lists of the 
Bell Company. This exchange was pur- 
chased by the Lincoln Telephone and 
Telegraph Company in 1909 as one of 
the latter’s first ventures beyond the 
limits of Lancaster County. It is to 
Miss Buchler’s credit that in 1912, when 
the Bell Company was also purchased 
and consolidated, she assumed the du- 
ties of bookkeeper for both concerns. 
She was promoted to cashier in 1915 
and held this position until her retire- 
ment in July, 1941. 


Matilda Buehler 


JOURNEY’S END 


William C. Burt, father of G. L. Burt of 
the construction department and W. IH. Burt 
of the Lincoln commercial! department, passed 
away July 16. Funeral services were held 
July 18 at Creighton, Nebraska. 

George Potter, father of John Potter, 
manager at Ashland, died July 23. Funeral 
services were held July 26 in Seward with 
burial in Valparaiso. 

Mike Danaher, father of Michael J. 
Danaher, manager at Milford, passed away 
August 25. Funeral services were held at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in David City 
on August 30. 
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Which Would You Choose? 


fF YOU were choosing a company to 

work for, would you pick one that 
made a profit—or one that just got by? 
One that was growing and providing 
more jobs and more opportunity for 
more people—or one that was not well 
managed or progressive so that it 
couldn’t attract enough investors’ sav- 
ings to grow and give good service? 

Naturally, you would choose one that 
made a profit. That’s because you know 
that only a financially sound and pro- 
gressive company can attract the in- 
vestors’ money necessary for growth 
and thus furnish more and better serv- 
ice—which in turn means more jobs 
and better jobs for its employees. 


Remember the money we collect 
from customers for their service is not 
used for new plant and equipment. That 
money must come from people who are 
willing to invest their savings in the 
company’s securities—stocks and bonds. 
People will invest money with us only 
if our profit is sufficient to assure them 
a reasonable return on their investment. 
If it isn’t, they will buy the securities 
of other companies. 

At present the company’s earnings 
on its investment are running less 
than 4%. The company feels it should 
be at least 7%. Higher wages, higher 
taxes and other increasing operating 
costs are taking a bigger cut out of our 
revenues. Result—earnings are drop- 
ping even more. 


That is why we have applied to the 


Nebraska State Railway Commission 
for permission to increase our rates. 
With conditions as they are we have 
no choice but to ask our customers to 
pay a little more for their service. 


OWL 
as HEADSET 


Hane with care ! 


Wage Contract Signed— 


Rate Increases Needed’ 


ie. 
a a 
oo company and the union signed (+ - RECEIVER Svoule 
% = itc 
a new contract last month cover- F CS Bs ose to car 
ing working conditions and providing \ “~ 
for wage increases ranging from $2.50 Kh 


to $5.00 per week. The new contract 


is on a 15 months’ instead of a 12 
months’ basis, and is retroactive to 
August 1, 1952. 

Wage increases are subject to ap- 
proval of the Wage Stabilization Board, 
since a portion of the increase granted 
is above the amount allowable without 
approval. Proportionate increases will 
also be made for employees not in the 
bargaining unit. These are also sub- 
ject to approval of the Board. 


@5; TRANSMITTER 
a works best when 


< it is about a half 
A 
\ 


IN inch from lips and 
Wrapping the set 


notdirectly in 
front of mouth 
Drop the headband forward and 
over the receiver and turn it 
sowires lie along the arm. 
Merle M. Hale, vice-president, said Bring plug up 
to receiver, 
that this added expense, coupled with then fold cord 


higher taxes and prices of materials, and snap fas- 
had made it necessary for the com- ray abel 
pany to ask the Nebraska State Railway 
Commission for rate adjustments. ar 
Place in cabinet 
The last rate increase was author- Sp wilt transmitter 


ized in 1949. Since then the wage bill, 
including present increases, has gone 
up 16%. Taxes have doubled and the 
cost of materials has risen 9%. 


and receiver 
face up, ike 
his 


“We are like any other business, or 
a family for that matter,” Mr. Hale 
said. “When our expenses go up we 
have to have more money with which 
to pay the bills.” 


How re We Doin’? 


STATION GAIN SINCE 
JANUARY 1, 1952 


Central District 
Eastern District 


Southern District 
Western District ..............3, 


HANDLE THE 
SLT LIKE THIS 


Never hold or carry the set 
by the transmitter arm 


S's, 2.) nm nOn 4 i: 


Total Stations in 
Service 8-31-52....109,560 
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RIFLE 


‘““\NCE there was a farmer who raised corn and a man 

who raised hens, but no corn. The hens said no corn, 
no eggs. So the man agreed to work for the farmer one day 
a week for $5 a day. And the farmer agreed to sell corn to 


the man for $1 a bushel. 


“They paid each other off every time with the long 
green. The farmer paid the man $5 and the man paid the 
$5 back to the farmer for the five bushels of corn, which 
he wheeled home in his wheelbarrow. After a while, the 
man said to the farmer, ‘Everything’s gone up, and I regret 
intensely to inform you that I can’t work for less than $6 


a day. 

“The farmer said, “I understand, but you must under- 
stand that everything’s going up with me, too, and I regret 
intensely to inform you that I can’t sell you my corn for less 
than $1.20 a bushel.” The man said he understood. So the 
man got $6 a day and at $1.20 a bushel paid the farmer the 
$6 for five bushels of corn. Both of them said, “Happy 
days are here again.’ 

“By and by the man said to the farmer, ‘Things have 


gone up still more and I can’t work for less than $7.50 a day.’ 


“The farmer agreed that was fair, but told the man 


(EERIE PAIGE 
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Not long ago, there appeared in the editorial columns of The Daily Record 
of Stroudsburg, Pa., a letter from Irvin F. Angle of near-by Portland, Pa. 


It later appeared as an editorial in the Wall Street Journal. We recom- 
mend it—for we're all affected by the wage-price spiral it tells about. 
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that things were going up still higher with him. He would 
have to get $1.50 a bushel for the corn. The man agreed 
that was fair and both said, ‘Prosperity is here.’ 


“After all, the man was getting $7.50 a day. The 
farmer was getting $1.50 a bushel for corn, and the hens 
were getting five bushels as always. And so things went 
until the man was getting $10 a day and the farmer got $2 
a bushel and the man gave the farmer $10 for five bushels. 
And the hens kept right on laying even on Thursdays and 
the man told his wife, “Ain’t it wonderful . . . $10 a day.’ 


‘And the farmer told his wife, ‘Ain’t it wonderful .. . 
$2 a bushel.’ And the hens kept clucking away on five 


bushels of corn. 


“And the statisticians down Washington way said, 
‘Ain’t it wonderful . . . national income at record levels.’ 
And the politicians said, ‘Ain’t it wonderful’ and bragged 
that they had done it. And everybody felt so good and 
prosperous that the man and the farmer voted for the 


politicians and that is how it was ‘eggsactly.’ 


“The man got three times as much for the eggs, but 
paid three times as much for his shoes, and the music went 


round and round.” 
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Hesse " 


Ruth Barnes of the Ashland traffic de- 
partment became the bride of Clarence Owen 
on July 11 at the Ashland Christian Church. 


The Presbyterian Church in York was the 
scene of the July 18 wedding of Nola Caven- 
der and John Buck. Mrs. Buck is a member 
of the York traffic department and Mr. Buck 
is a member of the York construction de- 
partment. 


Phyllis Workman of the Beatrice traffic 
department became the bride of Ed Jungck 
on July 19. The wedding took place in St. 
Paul’s Methodist Church at Lincoln. 

Amel McVey, Jr., of the Auburn plant 
department and Vanlora Rumbaugh were 
united in marriage on July 26. The ceremony 
was performed in St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Auburn. 

The marriage of Lois Koenig of the Lin- 
coln commercial department and _ Darrell 
Mienke was solemnized on August 1 at the 
Calvary Lutheran Church in Lincoln. 

Florence Thiel, Hastings traffic, and 
Donald W. Uhrmacher were united in mar- 


formed at the First St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Hastings. 

Eleanor Bean of Beatrice became the bride 
of John Brockmeyer on August 3 at the 
Centenary Methodist Church in Beatrice. Mr. 
Brockmeyer is a member of the Beatrice 
plant department. 

The Ralston Community Church at Ral- 
ston was the scene of the August 4 wedding 
of Helen D. Thompson and Set. Leonard W. 
Hubka. Mrs. Hubka is a member of the 
Fairbury traffic department. 

Rosemary Hladik and Raymond Maly were 
united in marriage on August 9 at the St. 
Wenceslaus Catholic Church at Wahoo. Mrs. 
Maly is a member of the Wahoo traffic 
department. 

Betty Langemeier of the Wahoo traffic 
department became the bride of Jack An- 
derson on August 17 at the Lutheran Church 
at Fremont. 

Dorothy Harper of the General Commer- 
cial Office in Lincoln and Philip Bader were 
united in marriage on August 30 at the 
Elm Park Methodist Church in Lincoln. 

Adeline Carlson of the Lincoln account- 
ing department became the bride of Vernon 
Swanson of Shickley at the First Lutheran 
Church in Lincoln on August 30. Mr. and 
Mrs. Swanson will make their home in 
Kearney. 

Phyllis Frahm of the general commercial 


SR ce 
Kathy Wiegert, operator at Wahoo, was se- 
ected by the Wahoo Newspapers as the photo- 
graphic model for a story about the wheat 
harvest in Saunders County. The pose here 
is the one which was used to illustrate the 
feature. Kathy graduated from Wahoo High 
School not very long ago and has been 
working for LT&T since. 


Mead on September 14 at the Calvary Evan- 
gelical United Brethren Church in Lincoln. 

Marriage vows were exchanged between 
Velora Westling, Lincoln Service Depart- 
ment, and Robert A. Novotny of Lincoln in 
the Christian Church in Valparaiso on 


riage on August 3. The ceremony was per office became the bride of Ben Swanson of July 20. 
Huldah L. Bippes. .............. Operator ............. Auburn ............. June 23 
7% 2 Marilyn J. Brayton .............. Operator .............. Lincoln ............ July 7 
B 2 A <) Ouida J. Brown ......... cubits Operator .............. Wahoo .............. July 23 
\ \))))) Mary I. Bryan oo... Operator .......... Tecumseh ....... July 28 
Y {eet} Pauline Carlisle .................... Operator .............. Lincoln ............ July 11 
4 x q Vy y Bertha M. Cerveny ..........Operator ............Fairbury ....... June 30 
Wan oy"Z Mrs. Mae Belle Clare.........Operator ......... Lincoln ........... August 2 
Apuare 1) i he \\? Virginia E, Coffey ............. Operator ........... Seward ........... August 20 
| AREA oman A Shirley M. Conradt ........... Operator ..... ~Lineoln sess July 18 : 
eae are Kathryn A. Forsyth ........... Operator ............ Beatrice ........... ugus 
A cordial welcome is extended to the following people Mrs. Mary E. Fringer .....perator ........... SUD Or eree See tense 
who have recently joined LT&T. Let’s help them get rac: Gand ooo PT a iaeoe 93 
acquainted and feel at home in their new work. Shirley Gillispie ................ Operator Lincoln June 27 
Soe soe Exchange “Date Empl  CPiviey MC Hacelback Operator... Tecumesh June 24 
r : is : > uu....Teeumseh ....... 
Accounting Judith A. Halbert Operator .......... Lincoln ........... July 11 
Bonnie L. Garten .............Machine Opr. ....Lincoln ............ July 30 Pauline Hendrickson ......... ORCPalOl scorns ANCOIN: 54.40. ..July 11 
Jean A. Jeffery .................... Machine Opr. ....Lincoln ............ September 2 Mrs. Hazel M. Higgins ...... Operator .............Plattsmouth August 11 
Marlene A. Jorgensen ....... Machine Opr. ...Lincoln ...........September 2 Barbara Hoffman ...... ...... Operator .............. Hastings .. June 23 
Ruth E, Leuschner .............. Machine Opr. ...Lincoln ......... August 18 Jacqueline P. Hoff .............Operator ........... RSP ETS aca creseaassat July 29 
rapa! M. Lohmeier .............. Machine Opr. ....Lincoln ............. nae ce ; Evelyn J. era te bi cdushesssiaees SH osehi ed scciteataes pe beet sake ee se 
arol J. Nelson. .................... Machine Opr. ... Lincoln ............. September Mrs. Donna J. Husmann....Operator .............. TROON: cscs seuss u 2 
Bernetta E. Newcastle .....Machine Opr. ...Lincoln ............September 8 Mrs. Joyce B. Janssen ....Operator ... Syracuse ....... August 11 
Joan Thomsen ................... ..Machine Opr. ...Lincoln ...........September 2 gean D. Jordan .................... Operator . soe LAATCOMN, a nrcsennese August 25 
rederd ge Tribble ............... epre Aer : oe ened 29 - Sil eia Peery sees oe espe Saad rayon sae et u 
v2 Ur ag 0 02 | 5 (: oe nreSne ee Machine Opr. incoln ugust 2! Jane Kendle ............. ees OPAL vacccictivies Lincoln ..... y 
Se ° . x * 4 
ial Marjorie L, Kirchhoff ........ Operator .............. Lincoln ........... August 
Mili ere 13 Winona Kirwan ...............- ss ODETAtOL .....:..0+-- LAMCOM .......500-+: July 25 e 
BLS V5. POTSE. rccccrstscceisgeose ROR: Wecnnanen actin Lincoln ........... August Nadine H. Kracman ........... Operator _..... David City ... Septembe1 
PHVINS Js TAruley cesancaece COIBES sii cxcaeniianers LAN COIN 5 002 cccsx. August 7 Adonis L. Kruse ................Operator “Beatrice August 4 
Sheila A. Holsten. ................ CIES pissin rgnciaens Lincoln .......... August 18 Mrs. Dorothy A. Leuhrs ... Operator _..Wahoo August 11 
Mrs. Beverly K. May ........Clerk .................. Lincoln .............August 18 DeLores R. Lubke .........Operator . York June 23 
Irma K. Morris ......... item Clerk (Pt. Time)Wahoo ...............July 14 Merle F. Mattox ................ Operator | Lincoln ............ July 18 
DiSNe “SM sicscsccctenicccess CIOS, oie nn LCOIN .June 30 Donna M. McCall .........Operator . NOPE aque Ole 6 
Plant Mrs. Shirley F. McDonald Operator ........... David City eachereh 7s 
Edwin P. Canarsky ............Lineman. .............. Lincoln .. August 11 De tions A. Mle: ine | Sanaa. Sout 11 
Darrell L. Cottingham ...... ge le Li is Aust “4 E. Elaine Minick ..........Operator | Hastings June 23 
: Se 7 Lucille A. Most ...................Operator ...Lincoln . July 7 
Donald I. Haith ................. -Groundman .......Lincoln .. July 7 Stella M. Montgomery Operator eumerior July 7 
Mrs. Barbara A. Howat ...Clerk ..... aes .. Hastings . July 18 Shirle A MA ‘a Gouratar aaain August 25 
Aaron E. Kilcoyne ...... Bits) an Lincoln .... June 23 Trene i. Olt vena tase hen tae Tiicoln July 7 
Angela R. Pavel ...............Stenographer ..Lincoln ........ August 5 Oma ad steam ona eee Sawer earn September 2 
a : Mrs. Kathryn L. Owens .. Operator .. Wahoo .... p 
James A. Rhodes ...............Groundman .......Pawnee City ..August 18 D R. Pitt Snerator enparic? August 25 
Edward P. Rieder ... ..Groundmanp ....... Lincoln .. July 7 Onna sy. £1tam ........ sll ed up July 25 
Dee Sullivan Jr Groundman Fairbury July 7 Helen M. Railsback | Operator Lincoln ast 412 
R ese te TaN: 8 ~ June 30 Mrs. Una M. Rains Operator .. -Crete August 76 
maa wea, sinus iobaieEesenntens pee Re aa eee = ete ti Evelyn A. Rathbun Operator . Beatrice August 25 
illiams. ........... .Groundm incoln .. : rely ; ; ‘ sas oa July 
: Winifred L. Remy .. . Operator Beatrice yury , 
Traffic Clara M. Rodgers .... Operator .. Lincoln July mr fe 
Goldie E. Anderson .........Operator .. Wahoo .August 11 Mrs. Gay A. Severns . Operator . Lincoln . peace it 
Rita A. Ballard ....................Operator Auburn August 25 Arta Sexton ................ Operator Lincoln ugu 
Marlene C. Ballheim ........Operator ....... Lincoln June 27 Ernestine Snell Assistant Cook Tune 11 
Phyllis J. Bartels ...............Operator ..... Seward July 28 (Part Time) Lincoln un 
Delores J. Bauer ......... ....Operator .... Syracuse June 30 Mrs. Marene C. Thompson Operator ...Lincoln ......--. a 96 
Mrs. Velda M. Belli ............ Operator Beatrice . August 25 Ires C. Welch . Operator Auburn ly < 
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. The Benefit Plan Helps 
: : : You and Your 
Our Company paid out nearly $450,000.00 0 tere ttre 
| ) y p : ie y ’ Sickness. Accident 
) oe In BENEFITS last year on Death 
a ness or accident are paid disability pen- the number of days lost due to sickness 


sions. The disability pension continues disability. 


OU would no doubt be pleasantly so long as an employee is prevented by Accident Disability 


or not liable to do these things by 


Y 


paid-up insurance policy covering sick- 
ness, accident and death; an annuity 
certificate showing a current payment 
of $272 to your retirement fund; and 
a statement from that fund indicating 
$1,753 already set aside to take care 
of your declining years. 

However, these, in effect, are the 
average benefits which LT&T em- 
ployees received last year under the 
company’s plan for employees’ pen- 
sions, disability benefits and death 
benefits. 

LT@T employees, like all thinking 
people, are anxious to make _ proper 
provision for themselves after retire- 
ment. They also wish to be assured of 
an income in case of accident or pro- 
longed period of illness. Experience 
has shown that most people are unable 


surprised if you were handed a_ themselves. LT&’T recognizes that pro- 


vision against retirement, incapacita- 
tion and death is in the company’s 
interest as well as that of the employee. 

These simple facts are the basis for 
the plan’s origin and operation. It does 
not cost the employee one cent, yet 
the company’s total payments made 
under the plan in 1951 amounted to 
nearly $450,000. | 

The plan is now 35 years old, having 
begun operations in 1917. It has been 
amended and adjusted several times 
during the intervening years; always 
toward a more liberal schedule of pay- 
ments or additional security under the 
various clauses which entitle an em- 
ployee to its benefits. 

The story which follows explains the 
working of the plan through the past 
year. 


taking these and other factors into con- 
sideration. In 1951 the company made 
payments to the fund of $375,283.55. 
The balance in the fund at year’s end 
reached a total of $2,422,521.28. This 
money is in the hands of a trust estab- 
lishment. It is irrevocably alloted to 
pension purposes and cannot be used 
for anything else. 


such disability from resuming active 
employment. There were eight em- 
ployees receiving such payments at the 
end of the year. 


Sickness Disability 
Benefits 


$27,430.30 


Employees with two or more years of 
service are eligible for sickness dis- 
ability payments which increase sub- 
stantially according to the length of an 
employee’s service. For example, in 
event of illness, employees with a term 
of employment of from 5 to 10 years 
may receive full pay for 13 weeks and 
half pay for 13 weeks. This increases 
to full pay for 52 weeks after 25 years 
of service. There were 124 eligible 


Benefits 
§$4.093.02 


And Expenses 
$3,296.21 


In the event an employee receives an 
accidental injury in the course of his 
employment with the company which 
renders him unable to work, he be- 
comes qualified to receive accident dis- 
ability benefits. 


rhe cc 
flee ee re 
ee 


Service Pensions 
$118,583.55 


cases during 1951 in which payments 
aggregating $27,430.30 were made. This were 17 lost time accidents for which 
does not include the wages paid by the benefits and medical expenses were 
The amount paid annually in service various departments during the first paid. These payments are more liberal 

pensions has been increasing rapidly. even days of an employee’s absence. than those required by the Workmen's 
; There were 144 retired employees on jf jg thought that the company’s health 
the pension rolls in 1951, compared —jyo¢ram has much to do with reducing 
‘\ with 68 in 1941. During the same — ~ 

period there has been an increase of 

3% in the average monthly pension 
payment to each retired employee. 


Payments To Pension 


Trust Fund 
Compensation Acts. 
Death Benefits 
$83.637.79 


Death benefits are paid to dependents 


TA ea TTT cP le a) 
of deceased employees whose length of 


Every year LT&T pays into the pen- 
sion trust fund a sum of money which 
is added to the fund set aside for pen- 
sions for retired employees in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the plan. 
The amount is determined very much 
on the same basis as life insurance pre- 
miums are. Accurate forecasts can be 
made on the number of employees who 
may be retired over a period of years, 
and how long, on the average, they 
will live after retirement. Payments to 
the pension fund are determined by 
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Disability Pensions 


$4,275.96 
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service exceeds two years. The pay’ 
ments are made in installments best 
suited to the needs of the dependent. 
They are, of course, independent of— 
and in addition to—the payments made 
under the terms of the group insurance 


policies. 


o8 
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Employees with 15 or more years of 
service who are not eligible for service 
pensions but are no longer able to 
work because of disability due to sick- 


941° 1951 1941 195] 


EMPLOYEES || SERVICE PENSION 
ON PENSION PAYMENTS 
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Service Birthdays 
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Forty-Seven Years 
C. E. Cummings, Lincoln. 


Forty-Three Years 
Vern Campbell, David City; J. A. Dobbs, 


Lincoln. 
‘ Forty-Two Years 
Laura E. Douty, Seward. 


Thirty-Eight Years 
John M. Hobson, Ernest Wedgwood, Lin- 
coln; Sophia M. Windels, Syracuse. 
Thirty-Six Years 
J. A. Mason, Hastings; W. H. Spurlock 


Lincoln. 


A. O. Andrews R. J. Donaldson 
Lincoln Lincoln 
35 Years 35 Years 


b] 


Thirty-Five Years 
A. O. Andrews, R. J. Donaldson, J. L. 
Lyne, H. C. Smith, Lincoln; W. A. Letellier, 
Nebraska City. 
Thirty-Four Years 
D. R. Smith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
F. F. Kubat, H. L. Whitney, Superior: 
W. O. McOmber, Crete: Hattie L. Mar- 
quardt, York. 


Thirty-Two Years 
Carolina A. Iwohn, Clatonia: G. W. Jahn, 


J. L. Lyne H. C. Smith : 
Lincoln Lincoln H. F. Staley, Lincoln. 
35 Years 35 Years 


Thrity-One Years 
Eva F. Davis, Weeping Water; L. H. 
Pierce, Lincoln. 
Twenty-Nine Years 
R. H. Gray, Seward: Edith JI. Mattson, 
Stromsburg; W. C. Maxfield, H. M. Studier, 
Lincoln; W. M. Mouden, Osceola. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward. 


% 


Twenty-Seven Years 
Myrtle L. Henline, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 


E. Pe penanerty J. J- misonbasth R. D. Andrews, B. J. Sievers, M. C. 
incoln incoln ‘ : 
rig ese eget Walker, Vera M. Wasson, Lincoln; Vey 


Warren, Beatrice. 


R. J. Weis Beryl! Leslie Knud Arngren 
Geneva Fairbury Lincoln 
25 Years 15 Years 10 Years 
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Twenty-Five Years 


G. E. Damon, Auburn; E. T. Dougherty, 
J. J. Eisenbarth, L. W. Neff, G. E. Walroth, 
Lincoln, R. J. Weis, Geneva. 


Twenty-Four Years 


R. J. Connors, W. R. Knee, Lincoln; C. E. 
Hedstrom, Hastings; Kathryn M. Owens, 
Nebraska City; Alex Pauley, York. 


Twenty-Three Years 


Ruth A. Fleischmann, V. B. Musselman, 
Marjorie J. Whiting, Lincoln; F. D. Nave, 
Fairbury; Dora Plessel, Seward. 


Twenty-One Years 


Hotilda A. Eurich, Friend; Camilla Selzer, 
David City. 


W. A. Letellier G. E. Damon 
Nebraska City Auburn 
35 Years 25 Years 


L. W. Neff G. E. Walroth 
Lincoln Lincoln 
25 Years 25 Years 


M. E. Royce 


W. E. Hayes 
Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


SERVICE BIRTHDAYS 
(Continued ) 


Nineteen Years 


E. Pearl Bishop, Lincoln; Ruth M. Ritten- 
house, Hebron; D. W. Smith, York; Clara 
E. VanMatre, Ashland. 


Seventeen Years 


A. L. Ager, Alvina R. Miller, Lincoln. 
Sixteen Years 
G. T. Henderson, Lincoln; E. W. Neujahr, 


Syracuse. 


Fifteen Years 


Beryl I. Leslie, Fairbury; Ada I. Shipp, 
York. 


Twelve Years 


Dorothy M. Waters, Nebraska City. 


Eleven Years 
John Fischer, J. R. Shipp, M. Gladys 
Trumble, Lincoln; H. E. Olsen, Wahoo; 
Vera M. Sweetser, Fairbury. 


a 


R. A. Stall D. W. Utterson 
Lincoln Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 


ze. 


W. R. Behrns G. E. Eggleston 
Wahoo Pawnee City 


10 Years 10 Years 


G. Jeanne Lytton 


Leta E. Holscher 
Auburn Fairbury 
10 Years 10 Years 


Ten Years 


Helen A. Adermann, Geneva; Knud Arn- 
gren, Ferne E. Burns, W. E. Hayes, M. E. 
Royce, R. A. Stall, D. W. Utterson, Lin- 
coln: W. R. Behrns, Anna Sramek, Wahoo; 
G. E. Eggleston, Pawnee City; Leta E. 
Holscher, Auburn; G. Jeanne Lytton, Fair- 
bury. 

Nine Years 


Lillian B. Campbell, F. P. Condos, Arlene 
I. Higgins, Eunice V. Sintek, Jeanne M. 
Vybiral, Lincoln; Lulu T. Doher, Superior; 
Artis M. Gee, York; Ethel Park, Crete; 
Audrey E. Ransom, Hastings; Ricka G. 
Schenk, Fairbury; Mary A. Tackett, Nebras- 
ka City; Alys E. White, Beatrice. 

Eight Years 


Clara M. Chambers, Superior; L. J. Hanus, 
David City; Shirley M. Hess, I. L. Olson, 
Lincoln; Ferne P. Wilger, York. 


Seven Years 


Dorothy A. Agena, Tecumseh; J. D. 
Behrns, David City; H. G. Cudaback, A. L. 
Higgins, C. F. Hutchison, Duane Grove, 
York; R. H. Kinnison, Nebraska City; C. J. 
Novak, Wahoo. 


Six Years 


Nettie P. Baker, B. T. Hayes, F. L. Mc- 
Cormick, D. R. McKean, Hastings; Shirley 
N. Bauer, F. D. Hamilton, R. L. Hohnstein, 
F. L. Lewis, J. D. Lewis, J. H. Loudenback, 
G. E. Obert, R. W. Swanson, H. D. Wart, 
Lincoln; Emilie A. Bleich, Beatrice; Margaret 
S. Cornell, David City; Edna D. Komma, Ne- 
braska City; Luella J. Ledbetter, Pickrell; 
Leonard R. Reed, York; H. C. Rogers, 
Auburn: John Schierman, Geneva; R. M. 
White, Military Leave. 

Five Years 

Belva C. Curttright, Auburn; E. W. 
Drewel, Myrna J. Friedrickson, Irene M. 
Hampp, Eleanor L. Jensen, E. O. Lytle, M. 
L. Pilfold, L. E. Reighard, Lincoln; W. L. 
Hedstrom, York; R. D. Joynt, Arline F. 
Wright, Hastings; Mary M. Kalin, Tecumseh. 


BLES Be 


Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Hedstrom are the 
parents of a baby daughter, Diane Lee, born 
July 4. Mr. Hedstrom is a member of the 
York construction department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gay Henderson announce 
the birth of a baby girl, Jane Ann, born 
July 25. Gay spends his working hours in 
the engineering department. 

Nancy Jean greeted her parents, Dean and 
Beverly Hobson, at Lincoln General Hos- 
pital on August 12. Dean is a member of 
the Supply Department in Lincoln. 

Mr. and Mrs. James C. Smith are the 
parents of a baby boy, James Lawrence, born 
August 7. Jim works in the switchroom at 
Tecumseh. 

Alan Charles, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray- 
mond Johnson, was born August 9. Raymie 
is a combinationman at Tecumseh. 
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Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Title Changes 


C. A. Eggerss 
Rural Service Engineer 
Lincoln 


Accounting 
Eunice M. Bailey, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerk, Lincoln. 


Blanche L. Buel, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerk, Lincoln. 


Ruby E. Hahn, machine operator to ad- 
vanced clerk, Lincoln. 
Commercial 
Mary L. Clark, clerk to advanced clerk, 
Lincoln. 
C. A. Eggerss, commercial representative to 
rural service engineer, Lincoln. 
Diane L. Uldrich, machine operator, Ac- 
counting, to clerk, Lincoln. 
Plant 
H. G. Cudaback, routineman, COE, to 


switchman, Lincoln. 

Gary L. Hazen, groundman, Tecumseh to 
Lincoln. 

O. G. Hoffman, switchman to installer- 
repairman, Lincoln. 

Jack L. Jantze, groundman to splicer’s helper, 
Lincoln. 

F. L. Kipling, groundman to driver-lineman, 
Lincoln. 

R. G. Mathis, groundman to splicer’s helper, 
Lincoln. 

T. H. Roller, Jr., lineman to subforeman, 
Lincoln. 

K. C. Rutherford, routineman to janitor, 
Lincoln. 

M. D. Sorenson, groundman to combina- 
tionman, Wahoo. 

M. F. Svoboda, groundman to lineman, 
Seward. 

R. D. Thallas, installer-helper, COE, to 
switchman, Lincoin. 

Traffic 

Arlene I. Higgins, clerk-typist to advanced 

clerk, General Traffic. 
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Eastern District 
Betty Miles, Associate Editor 


David City Area 
Vivian Dee, Correspondent 

Vacations are really in full swing. In 
fact, that is just about all that is doing 
out this way. Those returning from their 
weeks of rest and no worry are Eva Mae 
Kilgore, Betty Okrina and Ella Ferguson. 
Harvey Armagost and family returned from 
a trip to California and brought with them 
a good coat of tan. Camilla Selzer has re- 
sumed her duties in the traffic department 
after an absence due to illness. Herman 
Hansen of the plant department came back 
to work after his vacation with a glorious 
coat of tan he picked up in the harvest 
field. O. B. Dill and family recently re- 
turned from a trip to Virginia. Betty Okrina 
who recently resigned enjoyed a trip to 
Denver and other places of interest....A 
farewell party was held at the park in 
honor of Betty at which time a gift was 
presented her as a farewell remembrance. 

. Margaret Cornell spent her vacation on 
the west coast. Phyllis Lukassen in tripping 
around Iowa watching the tall corn grow. 
Luella Grubaugh is spending her two weeks 
visiting relatives. Ben and Mary Docekal 
of Brainard are enjoying a visit with their 
son Jean who is in the service. They plan 
a trip east during his stay at home. 
Mr. and Mrs. Vern Campbell enjoyed a 
visit of their daughter and grandson from 
California. Their son, Gordon from Texas, 
was also here for a visit. Shirley 
Brogan McDonald has resumed her duties 
after an absence of two years. . .. There 
has been another diamond added to the 
list. Leora Weyand showed up one day 
with a “sparkler.” Congratulations Leora! 

Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton, Correspondent 

Dale Sterner is still looking for the 
prankster who put two auto-bombs on his 
poor jalopy. Dale will never be the same. 
he thought he was shot for sure. ... Ivan 
Livingston was trying to beat the heat over 
the 4th of July weekend, so he took out 
for Minnesota. We guess he found the cool 
spot he was looking for in the middle of a 
lake catching fish. Incidentally, he almost 
had to sleep there, he lost his rod and reel 
and was afraid that someone would fish 
it out before he could find it. ... Vera 
Orton spent the 4th of July in Auburn 
visiting with relatives from Monrovia, 
California, Auburn, Nebraska and Sidney, 
Iowa. ... Ethyl Armstrong spent the week- 
end in Lincoln visiting with relatives in- 
cluding a nephew who is on leave from the 
Air Force. ... Some lucky people are still 
vacationing. Bonnie Biggs is vacationing at 


Yellowstone Park. Edna Komma is visiting 
with relatives in Lexington, Nebraska. Mary 
Tackett visited the romantic Niagara Falls. 
Some were just lounging around the house, 
such as Mary Ross, Lorraine Steckly and 
Violet Peterson. Clarence Jennings 
of the plant department went roaming 
around the country on his vacation. 

We hear Gregg Durr has been doing some 
mighty fine Boy Scout work. Keep it up, 
Gregg. . . . We don’t know how she did it, 
but she did. Betty Christiansen seems to 
have caught a bad case of pneumonia in the 
middle of June. It’s really too bad, here’s 
wishing you a speedy recovery, Betty. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Welden Duer has returned from his vaca- 
tion, spending most of the time around 
Seward. .. . Helen Ofe spent her vacation 
enjoying her new home. All the gals from 
the office spent an evening with her. It 
was an open house affair and we had 
much fun and could easily see why it was 
a grand vacation for Helen. . . . We are 
sorry to have Al Reed leave us but sin- 
cerely wish him much happiness in his new 
work. We welcome Bob Humiston and 
family back with us—seems like old times 
and we hope they are happy to be back as 
we are to have them. . . . Thelma Tritsch 
and husband spent their vacation in rather 
widely scattered areas. They met their son 
in Fort Worth, Texas, and drove on to Gal- 
veston for a few days. They can ‘brag all 
they want to about Texas but all the 
Tritschs can say is its the hottest place they 
have ever been yet!! After a few days re- 
cuperation they drove to Minneapolis for 
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the weekend. . . . Rose Janda has returned 
to work after a very relaxing vacation. 
. Pauline Reckard is going around all 
smiles these days and no wonder, she re- 
ceived word that her son is on his way to 
the States. . Marie Bashus is wearing 
a very beautiful diamond—Congratulations, 
Marie. . . .° Jerome Shellenbarger has re- 
turned from a two week trip to California. 
. The telephone employees and their fam- 
ilies at Plattsmouth gathered at the Tritsch 
home last week for a picnic. There were 
hamburgers and all the trimmings and a 
wonderful night for the occasion. We speak 
of the weather as it was a most important 
factor—we had to postpone the picnic three 
times because of rain. Everyone seemed 
to have much fun. ... Eleanor Lane spent 
her vacation in Idaho. ... A farewell party 
was given for Mr. and Mrs. Humiston at 
the Lloyd Lane residence. Games were 
played and at a late hour delicious refresh- 
ments were served and a gift presented to 
the honored guests. 
Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 
Vacations are in full swing in the Seward 
office. In the plant department, Chuck Ker 
moade is spending his two weeks vacation 
visiting at Auburn and in Iowa. Jerry 
Shipley spent his vacation at McConnaughy 
Lake, Ogallala, Nebraska. . . . Laura Douty, 
cashier at Seward, is spending several weeks 
vacation with her sister in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. . Martha Merz of Traffic is 
spending her vacation at Norfolk, Nebraska, 
with her sister and family. . . Gladys 
Walker of Traffic will spend her vacation 
at home and visiting friends around... . 
Eleanore Schutz of traffic and Berneice 
Mueller, of commercial, tried twice to see 
“Naughty Marietta” at the Pine Bowl in 
Lincoln, but were rained out both times. 
. Art Keckler, of Lincoln is conducting 
classes on “Care and Operation of Tele- 
phone Equipment,” in his special classroom 
at Seward. At this time several boys from 
York are attending. . . . Irene Mailand of 
traffic is spending her vacation in Monte 
Vista, Colorado, visiting friends. ... Mike 
Danaher spent his vacation in Iowa and 
Estes Park, Colorado. All the gang 
got up a picnic of fried chicken and all 
the trimmings recently, went to the park 
and had a picnic honoring Joe Abrams and 
his wife. . . . Those attending the L.T.&T 
Picnic in Lincoln were the Mike Swobodas, 
Chuck Kermoades, Jerry Shipleys, Berneice 
Mueller, Jeanette Hartman and Vera 


Hattie Staley, Lincoln elevator operator, 
wasn’t going to let anyone know it was her 
birthday but some of the girls about the 
building remembered, and bought Hattie a 
beautiful orchid to wear on the great occasion. 


Schluckebier. A good time was had by all. 
Some of the men from the plant depart- 
ment helped clean up trouble around Ash- 
land and Nebraska City after the tornado. 
Those who helped were Mike Swoboda, 
Dale Gray, Chuck Kermoade and Elmer 
Bean. ...G. C .Shipley and his wife had 
an unpleasant experience during their va- 
cation. While fishing on Lake McCon- 
naughy they discovered the body of a man 
floating face down in the water not far 
from shore. They managed to tow him to 
land and notify the authorities. The 
drowned man was a vacationer from Den- 
ver who had disappeared several days be- 
fore when his boat capsized. Needless to 
say, the incident put a damper on their 
enthusiasm for further vacationing especial- 
ly fishing. 
Wahoo Area 
Mary Beaty, Correspondent 
Everybody returned safe and sound after 
the 4th of July celebration, but it really 
seems as if the vacations around here are 
a jinx; of course there are exceptions but 
Ethel Daharsh is not one. While spending 
a week at home she turned her ankle 
coming down the stairs and fell down a 
couple of steps causing her to receive a 
sprained back. She has returned to work 
but is still awfully stiff and sore. While 
she was recuperating at home the girls 
got together a potluck lunch and visited 
her one evening. The evening was spent 
playing canasta and 50-50. Dorothy Peters 
was also a recent vacationer, she spent it 
visiting relatives in Scottsbluff. Dorothy 
accompanied her boy friend to South Da- 
kota to attend a wedding (Not Hers).... 
A shower was given in honor of the ex- 
pected new arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin 
Roberson. Many lovely gifts were received. 
Marjorie Simanek spent her weeks 
vacation on the farm near Malmo, although 
most of the time she spent visiting and 
shopping. . . . Rosemary Hladik was guest 
of honor at a bridal shower. Many lovely 
gifts were received. .. . Those who recently 
returned from vacations are Opal Allison, 
who spent the time in McCook and Inez 
Olsen, who accompanied her husband and 
son to the Black Hills and also took in the 
Rodeo at Sidney Betty Styskal spent a 
leisurely two weeks resting and a few days 
in Omaha and Lincoln. . . . We are glad 
to know Mae Beaty and Hazel Hagenbuck 
are well on their way to New York. They 
will visit quite a few of the big cities. 
Mary Ann Chapek returned from her visit 
in California to see her sick uncle. 
Donna Swobada and her husband spent a 
week at Lake Okoboji, Iowa just relaxing, 
fishing and swimming. . Leona Larsen 
and her husband spent a week in Colo- 
rado, Leona didn’t like it too well—said 
as far as she was concerned she would take 
Minnesota any old time, although she said 
there was some beautiful scenery and many 
places of interest. Donna Swoboda, 
Mildred Lanik, Violet Holloway, Frances 
Bordovsky, Mae Beaty and Mary Ann 
Peters were some of the fortunate girls 


They had storm trouble at Sutton this summer as these pictures show. The building at 
right is the telephone office which usually perches high and dry above the street. The depth 
of the water a short distance away can be judged from the nearly submerged car. Area 
Manager Jack Mankamyer wades out in the flood waters at left to look things over but 
Norma Nuss, cashier, discreetly stays on dry land. The greatest damage here came when 
equipment in the basement of the building was flooded with muddy water. 


who went to Omaha and visited the North- 
western Bell open house. ... Ann Tenapir 
went to Sidney to the Rodeo. ... The re- 
cent coronation of the King and Queen at 
the Ashland Stir Up included several Ash- 
land traffic employees. Ruth Barnes Owen 
was prom queen of ’52. Norma Johnson 
and Wilma Owen, ladies in waiting, Kathy 
Taylor, daughter of Mrs. Mary Taylor, 
flower girl. The coronation was sponsored 
by the Business and Professional Women’s 
club of which five employees of the 
L|T.&T Company are members. . . . Mrs 
Christiane Tillmen’s husband, PFC Ernest 
K Tillman of the Marines left for Japan on 
July 21. ... Mrs. Margaret Schuster spent 
her vacation with her mother at Colton, 
California. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 
Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


Not to our liking, but due to necessity, 
the Accounting Department is settling down 
after a large group of vacations have been 
taken. ... Dick Spohn and his family took 
a 3-week trip to Minnesota, Canada, Mon- 
tana, and home again through Wyoming. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Nelsen saw the Black 
Hills and Bad Lands of South Dakota, as 
did Irene Stolz and husband. Don Nelson 
took his family to the Lake of the Ozarks 
and reported a fine time in spite of the 
fact that his small son practically drank the 
lake dry. However, Estella Foght and her 
husband spent a weekend there later and 
assured us that there was still enough water 
left for swimming, fishing, etc. Darlene 
Hruza spent her vacation in Arkansas, Belva 
Viox went to Denver, Sarah Shively traveled 
through Estes Park, and Harold Brady says 
Minnesota fishing is “wunerful.” Then we 
have Pat Deinert, and Eunice Sintek who 
just stayed home and took life easy. Bob 


Bowers spent his vacation on the golf 
course and in the swimming pool, and 
Johnny Backstrom painted his garage... . 
While vacationing in Colorado, Gloria Zier 
decided to take a horse back ride. She chose 
a mount with a fancy name “Cherokee” just 
to be sure it would give her a wild ride by 
living up to its Indian name. However, 
when Gloria was least expecting it, “Chero- 
kee” decided he was tired, and proceeded 
to lie down and rest. Needless to say, Gloria 
was quite a surprised gal. . And Annette 
Ellison has her share of horseback riding 
experiences. The horse she was riding one 
Sunday afternoon suddenly shied, and 
tossed Annette into a place she was not aim- 
ing to go. The man of the stable insisted 
on calling an ambulance to bring her back 
to town, but Annette refused to ride in 
comfort. However, the next day she wished 
she had as she was bruised quite badly, 
and the chairs in this department are not 
noted for their softness. . . . And we have 
our share of heroes in this Department. 
When George Mann and Dewey Nelsen 
came into their office one morning they 
were greeted by a pigeon which had flown 
in through the open window. After much 
debating as to how they were going about 
removing the invader, George finally took 
a stick and tried to herd the bird out the 
window. But the poor thing became all the 
more excited. It finally flew against the 
window, so the fellows put the shade 
down, Mr. Pigeon was trapped, and bodily 
removed. It was, beyond a doubt, an inter- 
esting experience for all three. . . . Mr. 
Jahn wondered why he was the center 
of attention one noon when he was down- 
town. People would smile and nod as they 
walked by. Finally he tumbled to the fact 
that he had his hat on backwards, and that 
was the reason for so much comment... . 
Eunice Sintek and husband, and Yours 
Truly spent a weekend in North Loup and 
took in the Burwell Rodeo. The honest-to- 
goodness cowboys were really something 
to see. 


Forty Year Pins For Palmquist and Green 


Two more employees have joined the 
small and select circle—‘Wearers of the 
Diamond Service Pin.” They are Harry 
Palmquist and Robert M. Green, both 
of whom completed their fortieth year 
with LT&T in July. The pins were pre- 
sented by Vice-President Merle M. 
Hale. The participants and well-wishing 
onlookers, left to right in the above 
picture, are: G. P. Barney, J. A. Mc- 
Kinzie, Harry Palmquist, Robert Green, 
Mr. Hale, M. C. Walker and Walter F. 
Roberts. 

Although both Harry and Bob are 
from the Lincoln service department 
their trails have seldom crossed, for 
Harry has spent most of his years in 
sub-office switchrooms while Bob has 
walked the “uptown beat” as special 
combinationman. 

Mr. Palmquist had been in related 
fields before he came to our organiza- 


tion, having worked for the Bell Com- 
pany at Omaha as early as 1906. In 
1909 he joined the Automatic Electric 
forces and later appeared as an em- 
ployee of the Omaha Independent Tele- 
phone Company, a dial exchange which 
furnished heavy competition to the 
Omaha Bell until forced into bank- 
ruptcy during one of the recurrent fi- 
nancial depressions of that era. Then 
Harry came to the LT&T to begin his 
service record as installation clerk. He 
was later a shopman and shop foreman 
before entering the switchroom forces 
in February, 1916. 

Mr. Green began his career with the 
Lincoln plant department on July 25, 
1912, when he was employed as student 
or apprentice. He, too, spent a training 
period of 2% years in the old general 
shop before rejoining the service forces 
as combinationman in July, 1916. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Mary Kay Downing, Associate Editor 


Some of the girls from the business office 
got together for dinner at Lone Oak July 17. 
The occasion was a crystal shower for Lois 
Koenig who became the bride of Darrell 
Mienke August 1. Lois Brauchmuller 
was acting hostess. Phyllis Jacobson 
spent her vacation seeing California—Cata- 
lina, San Francisco and Los Angeles. She 
also felt a-bit of it too because she was 
there during the earthquakes. Of the earth 
quakes Mrs. Jacobson says “We didn’t know 
what was happening so we weren’t worried.” 
_,. Marfae Wergin saw the mountains for 
the first time when she and her husband 
journeyed to Colorado for a vacation. . . 
Jack Caldwell enjoyed a restful vacation at 
home. Waldo McDowell spent some 
of his vacation time fishing in different 
places in Nebraska... . Lois Brauchmuller 
traveled through Yellowstone and ended her 
vacation by engaging in some fishing in 
Minnesota. .. . Off to the Wild West went 


Alice Westling who roughed it for a week at 
the A Bar H Ranch. ... Taking a vacation 
this September to the Black Hills and 
Rapid City will be Eleanor Hartsook. By 
the way Eleanor passed candy August 21 
to announce her engagement to Donald 
Fagan. ... With fall comes the world series 
and the Lincoln Business Office will be 
kept amply informed by Marjorie Whiting 
—a baseball enthusiast—by the way Marge 
is a White Sox fan. 


General Commercial Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


We have two new brides in our office 
this month, Dorothy Bader and Phyllis 
Swanson. Dorothy is getting settled 
in a new apartment and is having quite 
a time getting used to keeping her home 
work done and working at the office both. 
She and her husband are having some hair 
raising experiences cooking their meals. 

. Speaking of hair raising experiences, 
Phyllis Swanson in getting used to her 
new apartment, threw the garbage down 
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the clothes chute. We are all sorry 
to learn of Joan Moorberg’s mother’s ill- 
ness and hope she’s feeling much better 
soon. ... Mr. Hartley had quite a scare 
the other day when they had a fire at 
their house. Luckily, no serious damage 
was done. ... Mr. Spahnle vacationed 
for two weeks in August... . Mr. Gorman 
also enjoyed two weeks resting at home 
and watching the golf tournament... . 
Kathryn Portsche vacationed for a few 
days in September which she spent at 
home. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Vacations are in full swing. . . . Paul 
Wilkinson just returned from a trip to 
Yellowstone and Sun Valley. He reports 
having a wonderful time and the fishing 
was great. ... “Deke” Simpson spent his 
vacation in western Nebraska and Wyom- 
ing. He had a nice trip and was quite in- 
terested in watching them put down an oil 
well in Wyoming. . . . Earl Eichenour took 
in Wyoming and Colorado on his vacation. 
... Johnny Witmer drove to California and 
back and all in a week’s time too. 
Minnesota fishing kept Kenneth Peters, Bob 
White, Ed Smith and “Dagwood” Hibbert 
busy. . .. Albert Schellenberg and family 
spent their vacation in and around Denver. 
... John Hobson spent his vacation at home 
and painted his house in his spare time. 

“Red” Hoaglin found plenty of odd 
jobs to do around home, too. . . . Oh, yes! 
We had a card from George Hansen while 
he was on vacation, showing a beautiful 
view of Antelope Park. He reported having 
a wonderful time. .. . “Swede” Foster made 
a trip to the great Northwest, taking in 
Portland and Seattle. He wanted to get into 
Canada but because of forest fires, all 
tourist travel was stopped. He did get 
over to Puget Sound and got a peek in 
the Bremerton Ship Yards. “Babe” 
Combs flew to Great Falls and thought 
he’d go on to the west coast before he 
returned back home. Tom Chinnock 
took a trip in that general direction, also. 

Bill Huddleston drove to California 
and brought back his family, who had 
been visiting out there. . . . Dorothy Wise 
spent a wonderful week in Chicago... - 
We’ve had many other vacationers but no 
reports from them. Merle Heath, 
Hastings, just returned from Wisconsin 
where he spent two weeks in National 
Guard Training. . . . Harry Moss was in to 
say hello recently. He is looking fine and 
seems to enjoy his Wisconsin fishing. .- - 
We're glad to have Tom Goldenstein back 
with us. We really can’t claim him any 
longer, as he’s joined the Engineering Staff 
but he still offices with us. . . . Word re- 
ceived from Mrs. George Wasson tells us 
that George will be home from Korea 
sometime this next month. He’s been in 
Korea since December of last year. We 
imagine that Golden Gate will look mighty 
good to George. 


Engineering Department 
B. A Isaman, Associate Editor 


It seems that everyone in the Engineer- 
ing Department is either just leaving or 
else returning from a swell trip ... Loren 
Powell and family spent his vacation in 
Minnesota and Iowa. Loren says the Iowa 
visit was only incidental as his time was 
spent in having a motor rebuilt. Neverthe- 
less, Loren’s young boys say they wouldn’t 
have missed the trip for anything. Naturally 
after such an experience he says Minnesota 
was beautiful and the fishing good. 

Ed “Money Bags” Brehm had so much 
money to spend on a vacation that he just 
stayed home and shopped around till he 
found a nice place to spend a _ vacation, 
bought it, and is now going to move in.... 
Francine Hilliard spent her time in Sunny 
California. ... The writer hasn’t been able 
to get Bud Eden to hold still long enough 
to talk about it, but Bud spent a week of 
his vacation at Black Hawk Lake in Iowa. 
Possessing a nice roomy trailer, he finds 
it easy to move his family from place to 
place and heartily recommends a trailer 
to anyone who wishes to rough it in com- 
fort. It’s hard to believe that Bud could 
go very far without a discussion with a 
traffic cop somewhere along the line, so 
no doubt his family had a very interest- 
ing trip.... J. L. Lyne has always been a 
strong advocate of the old saying that 
“Good Things Begin at Home,” so she 
spent most of his time seeing Lancaster 
County. Believe it or not, he even found 
a dead-end street in the Village of Panama. 
Sounds like he deliberately ended up in 
someone’s watermelon patch. Incidentally, 
J. L. says he got a lot of work done on 
one of his farms. Marie Jackson 
really had herself a vacation. It seems that 
she just stayed around and got acquainted 


with their home while friend husband went 
to St. Louis. . . . Now you take the state 
of Kansas, and after spending a week run- 
ning up and down the entire state, Ken 
Versaw says “You take it, I got all the 
good things the state had when I got my 
wife.” . . . Charley Connors is spending his 
vacation between here and the Ozarks, 
seeing relatives and the St. Louis Cardinals. 
Could it be that’s the explanation for the 
Card’s recent loss of six straight games? 
. . . Gary Clifford is back after spending a 
week on a naval cruise. Gary says his real 
vacation begins when he returns to Wes- 
leyan as a sophomore. . . . Turning from 
the sublime to the ridiculous we come to 
Vic Musselman. Vic, being a Jack-of-All- 
Trades, decided to modernize his plumb- 
ing. He carefully and painfully went about 
replacing all his cold water pipes in the 
basement. After finishing the job, he 
noticed that his basement was more damp 
than usual. So one day he made an inspec- 
tion. While carefully examining each of his 
new joints, someone turned on the water 
upstairs and Vic was practically soaked as 
he stood under a pipe which he had cut 
off and abandoned. It seems that hot water 
was returning through a mixing faucet up- 
stairs through the old cold water pipe which 
Vic had cut off. Anyone who wants a 
shower installed should see Vic. Vic says 
he guarantees results. .Just to clear 
up a lot of misinformation, that patch 
Wohlberg was wearing was caused by his 
wife. Bob claimed that his 14 month old 
boy hit him with a bottle, but everyone 
knows that a baby like that couldn’t lay 
a five-stitch gash on any one’s cheek bone. 
And after all, we haven’t found anybody 
who blames Lois for doing it. In fact we 
understand a lot of people want to help 
her. . . . Anyone interested in getting 
through a flying course in a hurry? Bud 
Eden is now a part owner in an “airey- 
plane.” Bud says that’s the only way to 
travel. You see so much country, especially 
without a compass. If any of you “Future 
Farmers” want some up-to-the-minute in- 
formation on pastures, Bud has it—seems 
like he has a speaking acquaintance with a 
lot of them. ... As we accept Gay Hender- 
son’s cigars and candy, we heartily con- 
gratulate Mrs. Henderson on becoming the 
mother of a fine baby girl. It’s a little 
difficult to describe Jane Ann as Gay says 
she looks like him, which seems like a 
terrible handicap under which to start life. 
However. those who know Mrs. Henderson 
say to have no fear—the little girl looks 
likes her. Congrats again, Gay, we know 
you have every right to be proud. 


William D. Minich, Lincoln plant, who 
joined the Air Force last October. Since April 
Bill has been a resident of Kyushu Island, 
Japan. He is the son of Bill, Sr., combina- 
tionman at Geneva. Young Bill writes that 
he wouldn’t put a price on his experiences 
of the past few months. 


Just a couple of rootin’, tootin’, rough 
ridin’ cow gals. They are Virginia Baker, left, 
and Betty Jezek of the Geneva operating de- 
partment who had this picture taken at the 
Old Settlers Roundup last summer at Fair- 
mont. 


Service Departmeni, Lincoln 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


Vacations were really in progress during 
July. J. L. Baxter, Jr., spent his vacation 
redecorating his home. ... R. N. Brendle 
spent a few days in Cleveland, Ohio, at 
the Convention. He also took in some 
ball games and the rest of the time he 
just stayed home. ... Mr. and Mrs. A. E. 
Dulin, with Mr. and Mrs. Frank Miller, 
City Treasurer, spent their vacations to- 
gether in Woodruff, Wisconsin, fishing in 
the lakes of that area, bringing home some 
nice fish. They later returned to Wood- 
ruff and spent the rest of their vacation 
with Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Fischer, who also 
vacationed there. ... J. E. Findley went 
to Arkansas to visit an uncle. . . . Marilyn 
Scoville spent most of her time in Camp- 
bell with her parents. Her brother, Bob, 
was home on furlough so that called for a 
family reunion. She also attended her 
sister-in-law’s graduation from nurses train- 
ing at the Mary Lanning Memorial Hos- 
pital in Hastings. . . . H. S. Knudson spent 
ten days in the harvest fields and the rest 
of the time just resting up at home... .- 
G. E. Obert went to Kansas to see his 
father and attended his brother’s wedding. 

.. L. R. “Dusty” Rhoades went fishing 
at Lake C. W. McConaughy, near Keystone. 
He informed us that he didn’t catch any 
fish. .. . Mr. and Mrs. John Shipp went 
to Niagara Falls. They came home by 
way of Canada and he saw three old Army 
buddies. V. P. Spears went to the 
Black Hills. _ D. C. Weaver stayed at 
home and just painted his house! What 
a vacation! . . . R. L. Wenzel spent a week 


in Estes Park, Colorado, trout fishing. . He 
reported that he didn't have much luck, 
either... . . Ray Zimmerman went to Vicks- 
burg, Mississippi, his wife’s former home, 
and came back through Texas. ... Lloyd 
Jenkins was the ambitious one and did 
some painting on his house. Say! Have 
you noticed his new shade of freckles? . . . 
Al Ager took a few fishing trips on his 
vacation, but, you don’t hear him say much 
about the fish he caught. How come, Al? 
H. Cudaback, who went to Minne- 
sota fishing, is another one who doesn’t 
do much bragging. . . . C. Palmquist is on 
his vacation now and we understand he 
spends most of his time on the road, he 
had made three trips to Omaha already. 
_. Ivan Paddack is finding it hard to 
get back in the groove after his vacation 
in California. You don’t suppose he got 
a glimpse of some movie star, do you? 
N. Turner ventured as far as Los Angeles, 
California, on his vacation. E. R. 
Travis went down Texas way on his vaca- 
tion to visit his daughter. D. L. 
Donoho, R. H. Fischer, E. J. Kalkwarf, 
L. M. Miller, D. D. Smith, Jacob Schneider, 
K. L. Myhre, M. H. Metcalf were others 
who took their vacations during the month 
of July. Vacationers in August were L. P. 
Livingston, R. L. Hohnstein and R. C. 
Hawkins. V. H. Baum just stayed 
around home on his vacation. He said 
that he did a little fishing. . . . R. L. Hib- 
bert is vacationing this week. He and 
his daughter, Rhonda, were in to see us 
the other day. J. P. Howland just 
stayed home and_ redecorated their kit- 
chen. But he did get a little time to go 
to Omaha and visit an aunt. ...L. C. 
Hutchison worded his vacation as work! 
He painted his home. He also went to 
Jewel, Kansas, to the Old Settlers’ Celebra- 
tion. ... J. D. Lewis took his vacation 
and went to Rochester, Minnesota... . B. 
D. Pattison really took a vacation. He 
went to Yellowstone National Park, Grand 
Lake, and Estes Park in Colorado. 
R. J. Connors took his family fishing at 
South Bend. They had quite a time dur- 
ing the storm. Claude Helm spent a 
few days of his vcation at Estes Park. 
Ray Clinton and family spent a week in 
Bards Town, Kentucky, visiting a daugh- 
ter. ... Your editor spent a few days 
of her vacation in parts of Kansas and 
Missouri. V. B. Hutchison spent 
his vacation at Lake Maloney, near North 
Platte, fishing and resting. He reported 
that the mosquitoes were not biting and 
that the fish were. It is usually the other 
way ‘round, isn’t it? He suffered some 
very violent storms while by the lake, 
but is back on the solid ground at work 
again. . Bob Thallas was another great 
fisherman on his vacation. He also spent 
some time visiting in Hastings. . . . George 
Albury in Key West, Florida, is really en- 
joying his vacation. Since it is his “Ole 
Home Town” he feels right at home 
Hugo Staley is resting at home on his 
vacation, but you know how that goes... 
A. K. Robison went to Illinois to visit 
friends and relatives and while there they 


took in the Illinois State Fair. They also 
spent a day in Chicago. ... Jacob 
Schneider and Norris Hammond are en- 
joying their vacations at home. ... Jim 
Shaner took in several ball games, went 
fishing at Nebraska City, and made a 
trip to Iowa during his vacation. The 
rest of his time was spent at home. Jim 
is resigning Aug. 22 to attend the North- 
western Uni. at Minneapolis, Minn... . 
W. P. Shuck will tour the northern states 


and visit Idaho during his vacation. ... 
Paul Eisenbarth, just out of service, re- 
turned to his job. . . . Hazel Higgins also 


came back to work after her husband, 
Wayne, was sent to Germany for a year 
and a half. . R. M. Martin was home 
from Cheyenne, Wyoming, for two weeks. 
He is a former “3” Office employee and 
Frank Kuchera’s son-in-law. Frank spent 
a couple of days in Grand Island... . Joyce 
Kinnison went home to Edgar over the week- 
end and came back wearing a diamond. 
Congratulations. . . . In August Joyce and 
Rich. Maser went out to Sutton for their 
Annual Festival. Joyce resigned Septem- 
ber, 6. She is being married the 28th of 
September. ... W. C. Stewart took a trip 
to St. Joseph over the weekend to see his 
brother, who has been ill, but is much 


Blue Ribbon Hobby Winner 
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Deftly applying final touches to the 
decorated cake that walked away with 
the blue ribbon at the Nebraska State 
Fair, Marie Vidlock, accounting depart- 
ment, demonstrates that a hobby can 
be made to pay for its own support. 
She captured two other first prizes 
with her entries of a hand made blouse 
and ornamental leather belt, and con- 
sequently earned a goodly number of 
shekels as her share of the prize spoils. 
Marie is a member of the newly formed 
Pioneer Hobby Committee. Her wide 
range of interests is presently centered 
on leatherwork, copperwork, ceramics, 
china doll collecting, drawn work on 
huck toweling, sewing and cake decor- 
ating. 
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better now. Bill Cotton has _ better 
things to do on those hot and humid days 
than lie out in the hot sun. Yes sir, the 
place for him is in a nice, cool house 
under a painless sunlamp. It seems that 
his girlfriend asked his assistance in fix- 
ing the sun lamp and Bill decided right 
then and there was the time and place 
to get his sun tan. We are happy to in- 
form you that Bill is now on the road 
to recovery after suffering a severe sun- 
burn, which kept him off his job for a 
day and is now causing him much em- 
barrassment. ... Mr. and Mrs. L. L. 
Wisen purchased a new home at 3817 
Garfield. They moved in on July 12... .- 
Congratulations to Howard Smith who is 
a new grandpa. 


Supply Department 


Florence Tatman, Associate Editor 


Marine Sergeant William F. Blockwitz, 
son of Frank A. Blockwitz, has reurned 
from Korea where he served eleven months 
with the Fifth Marines. On September 1st 
he reported for further duty at San An- 
tonio, Texas. ... Elsie and Dean Gill are 
most happily settled in their brand new 
home, with television added; and, follow- 
ing Dean’s vacation spent as a carpenter, 
their car will also have a new roof over its 
head. ... E. H. Royce hopes to take life 
easy and be free from furnace and yard 
work for a while now that he has moved 
into an apartment. . Construction and 
supply department girls picnicked at Ante- 
lope Park as a farewell to Mary Hessler. 
Following a meal of fried chicken, etc., 
the playground equipment in the park was 
given a rather severe test. . . . It’s good to 
see Wes Haas back at his shop bench again 
after a rather lengthy illness. We've 
been hearing about a variety of vacations. 
Kent Eno drove to Florida to have the 
first look at his granddaughter, and on his 
way home spent some memorable days in 
and around Washington, D. C. .. . Lowell 
Johnson vacationed at home and spent the 
difference on television. In between shows 
he managed to paint his house. . . . Bill 
Rosenthal drove to Oregon and California to 
visit relatives. ... Clyde Whittington aimed 
to get as far away from motor vehicle 
maintenance as possible and spent his time 
off fishing and relaxing at Kingsley Dam 
in Ogallala. .. . Sylvia Hoaglin visited her 
family in Chicago, and brought her son 
Jimmy home with her, after his visit of 
several weeks with his grandparents. 
Howard Sieler turned engineer-carpenter 
prior to his vacation; built a_ trailer 
equipped with a bed, then took off for 
the Black Hills. He reports a very suc- 
cessful venture; and, incidentally, much 
cheaper than the usual cabin camp method. 
.. . Charles Hansen vacationed during fair 
week and hoped to get a little richer by 
working in a local store during their busiest 
season. The Rollie Winders returned 
to Yellowstone National Park again this 
year. . .. Henry Ewerth visited in Colo- 
rado and Utah... . Bill Weygint saw the 
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sights in California and Old Mexico. 
Nelson Liesveld, Axel Berglund, John Han- 
sen, Frank Blockwitz, and Oscar Lewis kept 
busy with home chores. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
F. P. Condos were elated because their son 
was home from the Army at the time of 
their vacation and was able to travel to 
Colorado with them... . Jess Ellis visited 
the Ozarks. . Bill Knee drove through 
Missouri, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana and 
Ohio, and reports many thrills in seeing 
all the historical places en route. ... Our 
biggest report is from “Barney” Barnett 
who became a carpenter and built a 40’x50’ 
barn. 


Traffic Department 
Lincoln Operating Department 
By Kathryn Barnes 


The last two months have been busy 
vacation months. Maxine Pointer, 
Virginia Stiles, Doris Sutton and Ruth and 
Lola Hetherington spent their vacations 
in Colorado. Several of the girls de- 
cided to stay home as there was no better 
place to spend a vacation; these included, 
Ruth Goepfert, Dorothy Darnold, and Bar- 
bara Miller. Genevieve Griffin spent her 


MORE TORNADO VIEWS ... 


(Upper left) On the highway west of Talmage 20 poles 


were down in one giant wire break. (Upper right) Ray Boling and Roy Wilson, construction 
department, begin the long job of restringing wire in Talmage. (Left) Splicer George 
Bossung and Clyde Higgins, helper, descend from their wet perch to make a test in the 


Dunbar office. 


vacation in Missouri; Carolyn Becker, Ken- 
tucky; Wilma Wergin, The Black Hills; 
Mrs. Christopher, Concordia, Kansas; Cec 
Simons, Pequot Lake, Minnesota; Bernice 
Bishop, Wyoming; Betty Launtzenheiser, 
Missouri; Betty Vogelgesang, Little Rock 
and Hot Springs, Ark.; Lucile Schmersal, 
California; LaVerne Braun, Seattle, Wash.; 
Doris Miller, Bayard; and Vera Burk, 
Wyoming, North Dakota and Colorado. 
Other vacationers included: Elaine Hawk- 
ins, Evelyn Bremer, Gladys Trumble, Lil- 
lian Campbell, Esther Borchers, Grace 
Kissinger, Marcelene Jensen, Kay ‘Trant, 
Hazel Nichols, Eleanor Jensen, Hazel 
Neman and Evelyn Koch. August 14 
proved to be quite an eventful day for two 
of our former operators, Mrs. Dorothy 
Bryan and Mrs. Rose Burcher. They be- 
came mothers on that day and a further 
coincidence was that both babies were boys 
weighing six pounds and the little gentle- 
men both bear the name of Mark. 

Marlene Thompson is back with us again 
after traveling several months with her 
hubby who is in the army. .. . The 
Speidell girls, Joy and Nello, have resigned 
to be married. Nello is still working as 
an occasional operator. August 16, 
Mable Volpp celebrated her seventh year 
of supervising. Congratulations, Mable. We 
hope you don’t decide you have had enough 
of us and will be around to celebrate many 
more years. ... Vera Wasson’s mother fell 
and broke her hip. Vera spent her vacation 
with her and reports that she is getting 
along nicely. We are all sorry to 
learn that Mary Ormand’s mother is ill. 
Mary is on a three weeks’ vacation and 
will spend the time with her mother. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 


Goldia Bize, Associate Editor 


Were we ever surprised when Arlene Hig- 
gins told us that the pitter-patter of little 
feet would be the newest addition to their 
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new home. She informed us that it was to 
be a little girl—a little girl Mexican chi- 
hauhau! We are happy to report a 
two-legged addition to the Watson family. 
Marcia is a Granny and if you haven’t heard 
it by now—you have not been within ear- 
shot of Grandma Watson. Marcia’s_ son, 
George, is the proud father and the little 
lady was named Marcia Ann... . The rest 
of the ‘Dapper Dan’s” might be inclined to 
be a wee bit envious of one Major Roderick 
Andrews who has just returned from Korea. 
When he entered the cafeteria, Mary Tice 
awarded him the ‘“croix-de-guerre” with 
proper osculatory effects. We imagine others 
were as happy to see Rod, but the actual 
performance could only be done so by our 
Mary. Dick Hobson’s little Diane is 
getting to be quite the little gal. Dick was 
showing some movies and in them was 
Diane in a bright red coat at an early 
stage in life. She was quite concerned over 
who the little girl was who had on her 
red coat. Dick and wife, Alice, had a dif- 
ficult time trying to convince Diane that 
it was she in the coat. ... You should have 
seen Mary “A.A.U.” Pohlenz trying to 
teach the Hobson offspring to swim. It 
was nothing like the tads around the “Ole 
Swimmin’ Hole,” was it, Mary. The futil- 
ity of same laid poor little Mary up for a 
couple of days... . And then there is the 
one about Arlene Higgins who had been 
so very hush-hush about her forthcoming 
birthday that she thought no one had sus- 
pected its approach—but, upon entering the 
office the morning of her birthday, she was 
quite amazed to see a Happy Birthday sign 
tacked up above her desk by the general 
traffic gnomes. . Blanche Logan, trying 
to make an impression on her new neigh- 
bors by hanging out a “Rinso-white” wash- 
ing, certainly did make an impression. She 
came forth from the house with a _ large 
basket of clothes, slid on the wet grass, 
and instead of coming forth from the house, 
practically came in fifth by a_ skid. The 


next scene: Mrs. Logan was furiously re- 
washing her nice “green” clothing. Poor 


Blanche, she does try!! Goldia Bize, 
new  bride—inexperienced in household 
chores practically wore off three layers of 
hide on the knees on the kitchen floor. 
When all was said and done, it was gleam- 
ing. Approximately thirty minutes later, 
while trying to put a large container of 
green beans in the refrig, the bowl slipped 
and yea—you guessed it. Wanted: Experi- 
enced scrub woman on Saturdays! 


Southern District 
Paula Otte, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright and Emma Lee DeJonége, 
Correspondents 

We are happy to report that Stella Clark 
has returned home and is improving. 
Friends will be interested to know that a 
son, Glen Walter, was born July 7 at 
the Nebraska City Hospital to former 
operator May Hodges. Vacationing 
are Vivian Kinghorn and Mike Carr. 
Sterling Nelson is preparing to start his 
vacation. Claudine spent a day in 
Omaha getting new glasses. Miriam 
spent a week-end in Kansas City. Leta, 
Jean, Marilyn, Joan, and Claudine went 
to Rulo and later attended a show in 
Falis City. Shirley Stock was hostess 
to Marilyn and Helen one evening last 
week. The girls played cards and 
enjoyed watermelon. Janie went to 
Omaha recently. Her brother, Sgt. Bob 
Gerdes, is visiting here from his base at 
Phoenix, Arizona. Lois Houtz and _ her 
mother visited in Leroy, Kansas.  Lois’s 
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Neal Houtz, and 


three children have been here visiting 


Art Drake of Lincoln 
service listens politely, as 
one fisherman does _ to 
another, as Mary Pohlenz 
cf general traffic describes 
the big catfish she caught 
—and then mentally cuts 
her measurement at least 
50%. Art’s fine catch is a 
nine pound buffalo carp 
which measured 25 inches. 
He caught it on the north 
bank of Oak Lake about 
noon one day using a rod 
and reel and corn for bait. 
The big rascal gave him 
a 15 or 20 minute scrap, 
Art said, and had three 

‘ old hooks in his mouth. 


from Marshalltown, Iowa. 
Colleen Curttright 
and husband picnicked in 
Omaha on the Fourth of 
July. ... Betty Bassinger 
and husband _ attended 
the races at the Ak-Sar- 
Ben in Omaha. Marcus 
Johnson fished and spent 
an enjoyable Fourth... . 
Oakel, Mary Jane, Hul- 
dah, June, Wilma, Helen 
and Shirley attended the 
Union Dance at the Pla- 
Mor Ballroom at Lincoln. 
Shirley Stock was hon- 
ored by being allowed to sing a song 
with the Lambert Bartack Orchestra. . 
Oakel Butler was given a lovely necklace 
for taking the girls to Lincoln in her car. 
Miss Ruth Damon, daughter of George 
Damon, Plant Department, was honored 
at a shower with Jean Birdsley as hostess, 
before her July 22 marriage.... A “bang- 
up” Fourth of July picnic was held at 
the Izaak Walton Park. Those attending 
were Janie, Doris, Nadine, Wilma, Leta, 
June, Bippes, Marilyn and Doris Cas- 
pers’ sister. Wilma drove her jeep and 
probably a good thing as someone got 
stuck and had to be pushed out. Every- 
one ate heartily, got dusty and dirty, and 
reported having had lots of fun. 
Those vacationing this month are Marcus 


Johnson, Amel McVay, Gladys Neuge- 
bauer, and George Damon. Gladys vis- 
ited her daughter in Kansas City and 


George Damon and family visited rela- 
tives in Michigan. Marcus Johnson just 
rested and fished while visiting relatives 
in Iowa. Amel McVay took a_ belated 
Honeymoon on his vacation. Those 
who are taking toll training are Huldah 
Bippes, Shirley Stock and Wilma James. 

. Marilyn Coad spent a night visiting 
Helen Dettmar, who incidentally has a 
new haircut—very cute! Leta Hol- 
scher visited her father at Burr who had 
the misfortune of breaking his collar bone. 
... June and Huldah Bippes and _ Iris 
Neff have moved into a new apartment 
by themselves. Betty Bassinger has also 


moved into a new apartment... . Visitors 
this month were’ Shirley Snyder of 
Plattsmouth and May Hodges and her 


brand 
friend 
visiting her. 


new. baby. Wilma James’ boy 
of Wayne, Nebraska, was _ here 
Also from the service, vis- 
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iting, is June Bippe’s boy friend. ‘There 
are some rumors flying around about a 
secret marriage. How about that, June? 
... The recent severe and troublesome 
storm, besides causing lots of work and 
headaches for the men, caused a couple 
of incidents to happen to two operators. 
The lightning struck the wires into Oakel 
Butler’s stove and, as she says, “petrified 
her” with fright. As proof of her shat- 
tered nerves, a belt lying on the floor 
took the shape of a snake and an other- 
wise harmless cat seemed to be a monster 
when it purringly rubbed against her 
legs. ... A little more amusing was the 
experience of Lois Houtz. When a rain 
came up she went out to close her car 
windows and offered to close the win- 
dows of some of the other girls’ cars. 
Upon her return she related that since 
she didn’t know which cars belonged to 
the girls she just went up one block and 
down the other and closed all the car 
windows. Bet some folks would like to 
know who that mystery ‘good do-er” was. 
... The Plant Department needn’t think 
they were the only ones troubled by in- 
sects. The outside of the building and 
commercial department was invaded by 
crickets, all sizes and forms, one day 
last week. Wilma James has a new 
green 1947 Chevrolet which she is very 
proud of even though it did disappoint 
her the very first day she tried it out. 
While driving several of the girls around 
at Brownville the car got hot and they 
had to coast down all the hills. They 
were none the worse for the experience 
except for the fact that they had ordered 
a fish dinner and by the time they got 


She’ll be pleased as punch with the floppy 
yarn dolls YOU make for her. Any young- 
ster, from baby to bobby-soxer, will love a 
set of these Softy Twins. You can make this 
set of dolls in just a few hours. No :1eedle- 
work is required, no experience needed and 
you'll have as much fun as the child. Make 
them of spun rayon and cotton that’s soft 
and washable. Free instructions for making 
iwin dolls may be obtained by writing to 
your personnel office. 


there they had to eat it hurriedly in order 


to return back to work on time. Don’t 
feel too bad though, Wilma. Those 
Brownville hills are just too steep for 


any car! Claud Clary, combination- 
man, has completed his 2 weeks army 
reserve training at Camp Carson, Colo- 
rado, from July 27 to August _ 10. 


Manager Ivan Haith is taking his 3 weeks 
vacation. He plans to paint the outside 
of his house and spend a few days at 
Red Cloud visiting relatives and friends. 

.. Lt. and Mrs. Paul Duryea are the 
parents of a son born at Tacoma, Wash- 
ington, on August 7. Lt. Duryea is a jet 
fighter pilot in the Northwest Air De- 
fense Command. The baby’s grandmother 
is Mrs. Frances Duryea, chief operator at 
Dawson. Frances Duryea is taking her 
vacation now to get acquainted with her 
new grandson. 


Beatrice Area 
Lois Mae Thomas, Phyllis Morgan and 
Frank Nevitt, Correspondents 


Evelyn Craig and Pauline Hinz, former 
traffic department employees, have strayed 
to Oregon for an indefinite stay. Ruth 
Kiesow is also vacationing in Oregon. 
Lois Mae Thomas and Phyllis Morgan 
journeyed to the fireman’s picnic at 
Plymouth. They also enjoyed the Jan- 
sen picnic. Lois Mae is starting her 
vacation July 28. Her trip will consist 
of South Dakota, the Black Hills and 
Bad Lands if time _ permits. Hattie 
Elmshaeuser has just returned from a 
3 week vacation. She visited her brother, 
R. J. Elmshaeuser and family, in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota. John D._ Brock- 
meyer, a former plant employee, plans 
to return to work sometime in August. 
He was recently discharged from _ the 
Navy after 4 years of service. We are 
happy to have with us again Marie 
Fuller who had a leave of absence to be 
with her husband who is in the Army 
and stationed at California. Evelyn 
Jost took a leave of absence and joined 
Delores Fletcher in California but she 
intends to be back in another month. 
Eleanor Bryant and family took a trip 
to California and visited many interest- 
ing places as San Diego, Riverside and 
Tia Juana, Old Mexico. Edna Mah- 
lock and family took a fishing trip to 
Minnesota. Haven’t heard how many 
fish she caught but heard that she fell 
in the creek—lunch and all! Better 
luck next time. Mrs. Weiting and Vir- 
ginia Coon spent their vacations quietly 
at home. Ted M. Ray has again de- 
parted on his annual pilgrimage for Navy 
schooling—this time it is San Diego, on 
Sonar. Clyde Burge was recently the 
recipient of a new shiny 7 millimeter 
rifle, donated by Lloyd Campbell who 
lives down Texas way. Lloyd is a former 
directory supervisor for LT&T. “I'll buy 
that” Guthrie has been talking about 
taking out his citizenship papers in Gage 
County. One person remarked, “After 
all these years, it must be the Scotch 
in him.” Another one said, “That stuff 


PROM QUEEN .. . Ruth Barnes Owen, 
Ashland operator, was honored by being 
chosen prom queen at the annual Ashland 
Stir Up. Incidentally, she’s a recent bride, too. 


sure works slow in some _ people!” 


Frank Fisher just returned from Colo- 
rado’s famous Gunnison where he and a 
friend went to fish. Fisher says he knows 
of one trout that was caught at least a 
dozen times, and he wasn’t keeping any 
six inch trout. We won’t mention the 
two lunkers that wrecked his tackle and 
got away. P.S.- More about Frank 
Fisher. A fishing friend of his relates 
how Frank borrowed a pair of waders 
from him and ventured forth into the 
turbulent Gunnison. When they fished 
him out, they found the trout he had 
caught so many times and returned to 
the water—in one of his pockets! 


Crete Area 
Lavina McElroy, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Leon L. Rezny spent 
their 2 weeks vacation visiting relatives 
in Houston, Texas, and in Missouri. 
Mr. and Mrs. Vyrl V. Clark and Roger 
visited relatives in Humboldt the week- 
end of July 19. Lloyd Miller, Lincoin 
plant department, and daughter Sharon 
were recent callers. Mr. Miller worked 
in the Wilber plant department until his 
transfer to Lincoln. Area Manager and 
Mrs. G. D. Brock moved to Crete the 
first week of August. We were sorry 
to see them leave Wilbur but wish them 
much happiness in their new home. 
Manager and Mrs. Vyrl V. Clark and 
Roger moved into the house vacated by 
the Brocks. Lumir Vosika is helping at 
Auburn this week following the recent 
storm. Lucille Clark is training as relief 
cashier. 

Fairbury Area 
Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 


Betty Shepherd just 


3 weeks 
fishing, 


returned from a 
vacation which included some 
selling firecrackers and a visit 
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to Wichita, Kansas. Sounds like there 
wasn’t a dull moment! Bernice Bauer 
has company from Tuckahoe, New York. 
Her sister and family will be here for a 
month. Emilie Bleich enjoyed a _ vaca- 
tion in Centerville, South Dakota, visit- 
ing relatives. Miss Dunn and her famous 
horse “‘Silver” have been practicing for 
the Gage County Feir to be held in the 
near future. Charlotte Jordan’s brother 
is spending his furlough “here in Fair- 
bury before getting transferred to the 
Far East. We have naw covering on 
the steps leading to the traffic depart- 


ment. No excuse now for anyone falling 
down the stairs. Better step carefully, 
girls. Virginia Robinson attended a 
wedding recently at Wichita, Kansas. 


Velda Wagner is working in the traffic 
department again. Glad to see you back, 
Velda. Vacations have started in the 
commercial department. Arlene Cline 
returned this week from a trip to Canada. 
She reports there are much cooler places 
than Nebraska. Betty Schaffert went to 
Michigan, on her vacation, to visit her 
parents. Eileen Robinson’ spent _ part 
of her vacation going through the clinic 
at Rochester, Minnesota. Martha Vculek 
end Juanita Waring spent their vacations 
at home. Virginia Robinson and Helen 
DeBord are in Colorado, having a won- 
derful time by the looks of the cards 
we have been receiving from them. 
Bernice Bauer has been ill for the past 


five days. Glad to have you back, Ber- 
nice. Irene James spent her vacation 
visiting her folks in Steele City, Ne- 
braska. The telephone company had a 
float for the Jefferson County Fair 
Parade. “Thanks” to the girls who 


worked so hard getting it ready. Those 
riding in the streamlined wagon were 
Annabelle Stocker, Mary Jackson, Dorcas 
Slater, Tillie Alpers, Irene Smalldon and 
Vera Sweetser. Leading the Gage County 
parade was “Hopalong Dunn” and _ her 
horse Silver. OH! PARDON ME, Chief 
Operator Miss Dunn. Jack Ruble and 
family visited relatives while vacationing 
in Arkansas. Jack Caley and family are 
enjoying an outing in Colorado. Leora 
Scoggin and husband spent their vacation 
at home except for a few days spent in 
Lincoln. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


The main interest here this month is 
vacations. Raymond Johnson went to 
Minnesota where it was nice and cool, 
and indulged in his favorite sport— 
fishing. Hilda Ramsey had a nice time 
just a-visitin’ with relatives and loafing 
around home. Bet the pitcher of lemon- 
ade and the fan were close by. Dorothy 
Agena doesn’t seem to know her own 
strength or else the car door was well 
oiled because in slamming it shut she 
got her fingers caught and the result was 
a badly swollen hand which made _ work- 
ing at the switchboard rather difficult. 
Another accident victim was Darlene 
Schulte who received a nasty bump on 


Fine Record For Soft Ball Team 


The 1952 Telephone softball team. 
Front row, from left: Manager-Coach 
Charles Connors, Jack Geist, Dale Wea- 
ver, Norman Duer, John Shipp and Jack 
Caldwell, with Mike Connors, mascot, 
in foreground. Back row: Cloyd Buck- 
nell, Robert White, Clyde Higgins, 
John Findley, Dean Hobson and Jack 
Mankamyer, JT. 

The team played through the season 
in the Class AA-2 City League to amass 
a very respectable record of 14 games 


won and 10 lost. In the Class “B” city 
tournament at the close of the regular 
season, as “dark horses” of their 
bracket, they fought their way to the 
finals, in a series of mild upsets, by 
hitting and fielding like demons. Old- 
tumers were almost ready to compare 
them with the great teams of another 
day when elder members of the Con- 
nors, Mankamyer and Caldwell fam- 
ilies trod the local diamonds in LT&T 
uniforms. 


her head when she took a tumble. (We 
warned her about trying to do acrobatics! ) 
Tyler Ryan spent a recent week-end in 
St. Louis, Missouri. His various activi- 
ties included seeing an open-air operetta 
and a ride on a river boat; but the time 
he enjoyed most was spent in Sports- 
man’s Park watching his team, the Cardi- 
nals, play ball. And the best part was 
getting to meet them in person. (There 
are enough signatures on that baseball 
to prove it too.) The itinerary for 
Henri Goracke’s vacation trip sounds like 
a travel-folder. She spent it in California 
visiting relatives in Fairfield and Arcata; 
but other cities visited on the 4,500 mile 
trip included Cheyenne, Salt Lake City, 
Reno and San Francisco. Among other 
things, she visited Chinatown, crossed the 
Golden Gate Bridge and viewed Alcatraz 
prison (but not from the inside)... . Bill 
Eckles did quite a bit of trail-blazing too. 
He traveled through Colorado and the 
Black Hills, and then headed in the 
opposite direction and went to New Jersey 
to bring his brother, John, home for a 
furlough. Mary Meister spent part of 
her vacation visiting her sister, Mrs. 
George Sandfort, in Alma, Missouri; and 
together they spent some time in Lex- 
ington, Missouri, viewing historical sites 
and memorials of the Civil War. Mary 
spent the rest of the time at her home 
in Humboldt, loafing and fishing. An- 


other fisherman on vacation was ‘Ted 
Husing who reported that the fishing was 
excellent in Battle Lake, Minnesota. Ah, 
roughing it in the North Woods! ... 
Dorothy Agena really worked those two 
weeks she was gone. She painted her 
house (the outside at that) but stuck 
to conventional white instead of rainbow 
stripes. Dick McCoy spent his time at 
home just doing what he felt like. Lois 
Broady took a week-end trip recently to 
South Dakota and through the Black 
Hills where she saw the Mt. Rushmore 
Memorial. ... Clara Costello was in 
Auburn to attend a program in which 
her nieces, who have been taking dancing 
lessons, participated. Clara thought they 
were so good that she has been consid- 
ering having them give her lessons. Right 
now she’s too busy learning to roll a bowl- 
ing ball. Norma Lee Hahn is be- 
ginning to doubt some of the claims made 
by advertisers about their products. While 
working on their new house, Norma Lee 
was using a paint which was supposed 
to wash off of hands with soap and water, 
but she practically scrubbed the skin off 
trying to clean up. Waldo Harring- 
ton attended funeral’ services for his 
uncle, Grant Harrington, at Kansas City, 
Kansas, on August 4. Bill Eckles looked 
slightly askance when someone walked in 
the back door of the supply room and 
asked him if he had a certain kind of 
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bolts for sale. The poor guy thought 
he was in the Ford Garage which is right 
next door. Because of the speed and 
efficiency of Carol Gottula in complet- 
ing a call for Otto Kotouc, Jr., of Hum- 
boldt, the girls in the traffic department 
received several boxes of candy in ap- 
preciation. If anyone mentions “walk- 
ing” to Henri Goracke, she turns three 
shades of green. She had quite an ex- 
perience during the storm the night we 
got 414 inches of rain. She was return- 
ing home from a previous engagement 
when her car stalled in water 3 feet deep, 
and running across the road. She had 
to roll up her jeans, wade water, and 
walk 3 miles in a drenching rain (with 
a lot of thunder and lightning) to get 
help. Oh yes, she made the trip  bare- 
footed! 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 
As the weeks roll by, so do the vacations. 
Completing one week of fishing is Reno 
J. Weis, who caught some fish—but the 
big ones got away. Right, Reno? ... 
LaRene Krupicka spent a week’s vaca- 
tion at home .. . Nata Hershey spent her 
vacation at home doing the odd jobs she 


put off from last year. ... Velma Gar- 
land spent a week of her vacation at 
home. ... Mrs. Leone Jones, Chief 


Operator at Ohiowa, vacationed with her 
daughters in Wyoming. ... Mrs. Iva 
Sole, Chief Operator at Grafton, spent 
her vacation at home. ... Marge Grewell 
journeyed to Colorado for her vacation. 
... Helen Alderman spent most of her 
vacation in Illinois visiting relatives... . 
Thanks to Emma Ebbeka for the delicious 
cake—her birthday treat. 


Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 

Moreane Alldritt has returned from her 
vacation. She divided her time between 
Minnesota and Des Moines, Iowa, where 
she attended the WAC convention... . 
Maxine Von Kampen returned to work 
after spending several days sight-seeing 
in Colorado. She has that certain gleam 
in her eye, and a beautiful diamond on 
her left hand ... Irene (Jerry) Jur- 
gensmeier, a former employee, has been 
visiting Coralee and Jackie Utecht. . 
Marie Pearson, chief operator, is having 
quite a vacation. She drove to New Mexico 
and returned in time to take the train 
for Washington where she will spend the 
next two weeks enjoying the scenic beauty 
of the Northwest. Jessie VanTrump 
returned from a week’s vacation visiting 
friends near Salina, Kansas. While there 
they visited the Eisenhower home in Abi- 
lene, the Dryden Pottery Works in Ells- 
worth, and the Kanopolis Dam and Lake 
near Kanopolis. . . . Evelyn Theesen spent 
a week-end in Prosser where she visited 
her cousin. Elaine Minnick has re- 
covered from her recent illness and re- 
turned to work. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 

Mary Bethscheider, chief operator, has 
returned from her vacation. She visited 
in Detroit, took a Great Lake’s cruise, 
and stopped at several other places... . 
Heine Taedter and family spent an en- 
joyable vacation in Colorado. ... Irene 
Kripal spent the week-end at Estes Park. 
. .. several operators attended the bridal 
shower in honor of Elaine Holtzen on 
August 20. She received many beautiful 
and useful gifts. The wedding was an 
event of August 24. ... Ronald Francis 


spent a week-end at the Kansas State 
Lakes. 


Strcomsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 


The heat is on in our territory and that 
is the time for vacations. Wm. “Bill” 
Barry, combinationman, Osceola, spent his 
vacation at home with his family.  Béill’s 
oldest boy starts to kindergarten this year, 
so it will probably be summer vacations 
from now on. ... Edith Mattson, cashier 
at Stromsburg, says she is glad to be 
back from her vacation because she knows 
where she is. The lucky gal went to 
California end she says it was hurry, 
hurry, hurry. Nancy Wait filled in for 
Edith while she was gone. ... A. C. 
Andres, combinationman, Stromsburg, took 
off for his vacation. We know for sure 


he went to Denver, and he thought he 
might go on to California, but then who 
wouldn’t, with a nice new car. ... Gail 
Williams, son of “Smick” Williams, is 
helping Jim Hatfield at Polk. Gail has 
one year of school yet, so he will be re- 
turning this fall to finish his school work. 
Three of our men attended the Pioneer’s 
Fishing Party. 


Superior Area 
Donna J. Henriksen, Correspondent 


Bertha Anderson spent a week of her 


vacation in Colorado. ... Clarinda Lake 
spent part of her vacation visiting in 
Denver. . . . Boyd Imler, Wire Chief, and 


Mrs. Imler, enjoyed a vacation trip to 
Sun Valley, Idaho. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Coming to work one morning, everyone 
was quite surprised to see water on the 
streets of Sutton, only to find about 3 ft. 
of water in the company basement. We 
were all beginning to wonder just how 
long we could keep our feet dry. ... 
Gordon Sinner and Cleon Ochsner, former 
employees who are now in the service, 
stopped in at the office while they were 
home -on leave. ... Mr. and Mrs. E. A. 
Moorhead and daughter spent a week-end 
in Denver, Colorado. 


York Area 
Beverly Smith, Correspondent 

Among our many vacationers this month, 
we find “Rocky” Light, cashier, spending 
a week at Alexandria, Louisiana, visiting 
a former employee, Marlyce (Widga) 
Reed. ... Aliso vacationing was Vance 
Embrey, who spent a week in Minnesota 
fishing. Vance was anxious to tell about 
the “big one that got away,” but had very 
little to say about the ones he brought in. 
. .. Malinda Stuhr, traffic department, is 
wearing a beautiful diamond. Herbert 
Junge of Benedict is the lucky fellow. ... 
Minnie Sammann journeyed to the Black 
Hills for her vacation. ... Janet Savery 
is enjoying her leave in and around York, 
just relaxing. ... Duane Grove, plant 
department, is the proud owner of a ’50 
station wagon. Will we have to ask for 
a ride, Duane? Alex Pauley is_ vaca- 
tioning in Denver, Colorado. ... A guest 
in the home of Mrs. Edna Pflughaupt, 
chief operator, is her brother from Denver. 


Hornero birds of Argentina and Uruguay 
occasionally disrupt telephone and telegraph 
communications by building nests of clay and 
straw on the crossarms of pole lines. The 
nests are baked hard by the sun but when 


they are wet, they cause short circuits. 


Pictorial Report of Progress on New 
Equipment Building—L incoln 


A peek backstage at the progress of the past few weeks might surprise many 
people, for they would find the second floor already occupied with rows of 
equipment, with the Automatic Electric Company’s installation crew busily 
engaged at making the necessary and multitudinous connections. In the picture 
at left the workmen are joining cables from the equipment to terminal strips on 
the trunk and line IDF. Those in the center are making connections at a line 
finder board. To the right of the pillars may be seen a row of connector boards. 
In the picture at right a rigging crew guides a reel of 1818 pair entrance cable 
into the basement well of the new building. These 26 gauge cables will extend 
from the office manhole to the tip cable splices. 
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IN A RECENT INTERVIEW WITH BESSIE SCHULTZ YORK, SHE SAID~ y tHE BURRO 

(QUOTE) PHOOEY ON DUMB ANIMALS (UINQUOTE. HERS 15 THE VOICE OF ie oD HOT Se We 
EXPERIENCE. BESSIE SAW A YOUNG CALF BADLY ENTANGLED IN ITS é Al AY PRK HAVE LEARNED 
TETHER ROPE . SHE SALLIED FORTH TO ITS AID AND, INTHE PROCESS, oe Mf (5, THE ART OF BEGGING 
“THE FRISKY CALF MANAGED 10 GET HER HOPELESSLY WOVEN INTO | |g2 US?” soon FRom TOURISTS 
THE PATTERN WITH HIM. WHEN RESCUED AT LONG LAST, BESSIE WAS bef VELMA GARLOCK . YORK 
IN THE MUCK WORSE STATE OF REPAIR. g TRIED To MAKE FRIENDS 


WITH ONE OF THEM AND 
NN, THE BEAST THOUGHT SHE 
WAS OFFERING HIM FOOD, 
. HE BECAME 50 ENTHUSIAS- 
TiC THAT VELMA TooK 
FRIGHT AND RAN- WITH 
THE ANIMAL RIGHT AT 
JaHER HEELS. “THE END 
OF THE EPiSope CAME 


WHEW ! ITS DONE AT 
LAST. NOW 1 GUESS 
‘LL TAKE A NAP! 


WHO DISTURBED A NEST OF TOUGH BUMBLE BEES 
WHILE CUTTING WEEDS WITH HIS SICKLE- BAR 
MOWER . WHEN THE BEES BEGAN THEIR ATTACK 
RALPH VAINLY TRIED To TURN OFF THE MACHINE 
AS HE TOOK OFF ON THE DOUBLE AND IN HIS 
FLIGHT To HIS DOORSTEP HE WAS IN EQUAL 
ree FROM BOTH THE BEES AND CAREENING 
OWER. 


MISS LIGHT SPERKING 


CSS WHEN MRS.GARLOCK FELL 

Caren uleber cove, accTer4| | Sood ATH OP BRRYING Dor it ed 
{ i ; 
WITH GREAT EFFORT, rr big y| | 7100 OP BRAYING DOWN AT HER 


No, No, BEVERLY 


CUP OF COFFEE IN AN OVER-S1z€D IM MISS LIGHT / 


DRip-TYPE COFFEES MAKER. AND WAS 
50 ENGROSSED IN THE FEAT THAT 
SHE FORGOT To DRINK IT. 
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ON THE SLITHERY GRASS AND ALMOST 
SANK FROM SIGHT, WHITE LINENS AND 
ALL,IN A DEEP PUDDLE OF MUD. 


TALS 


DRIVING A BRUSH-LINED COUNTRY ROAD IN PURSUIT OF ACASE 
OF TROUBLE , RENO WEIS, GENEVA , PULLED OUT A CIGARETTE 
AND LIGHTED IT. THEN HE ROLLED DOWN THE TRUCK WINDOW, 
GAVE HIS NICE NEW LIGHTER A FULL SWING FAR INTO THE 
BRAMBLE AND DROVE STOLIDLY ON. THIRTY: SECONDS LATER 
ALL FOUR TIRES WERE SLIDING To A STOP AS RENO 

SUDDENLY RECALLED THE ACTION. HE FOUND HIS LIGHTER 
BUT ONLY AFTER GIVING THE ROADSIDE A GOING OVER ON 
HANDS AND KNZES. 
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BEVERLY SMITH, YORK COMMERCIAL, HEARD 
ROWENH LIGHT ANSWER AREA MANAGER DAN 
SMITHS TELEPHONE OFTEN ENOUGH To LEARN 
ANE PRESCRIBED TECHNIQUE BY HEART. WHEN 
ROWENA WENT ON VACATION BEVERLY ANSWERED 
THE CALLS WITH THE FAMILIAR PHRASE: AR. 
5MITH'S TELEPHONE , MI6S LIGHT SPEAKING ! “ 
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AEE” MENRY PEACHMAN 
AES NISITED THE LLOYD 
Es JENKINS CABIN AT SOUTH- 

AEE? BEND. LLOYD HAD RECENTLY 
LS POURED ACEMENT SLAB FOR AN 
ADDITION To THE BUILDING. IT HAD BOLTS 
> SET UPRIGHT IN IT TO ATTACH THE STUDDING. 
3” SOMEONE THOUGHTFYLLY HAD COVERED EACH BOLT 

WITH ATIN CAN AS A SAFETY DEVICE. HENRY, BEING AN 
OLD TIN CAN KICKER COULDNT RESIST TRYING 10 BooT A GOAL 
FROM THE 50-YARD LINE. IT WAS AWFUL! HE DOC THINKS 
He MAY BE ABLE “To SAVE ONE OF THE “OES. 
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DON NELSON AND LARRY 
CONNEALN, ACCOUNTING, 
THOUGHT THEY WERE SETTING THE 
COURSE ABLAZE ON THE LONG, 
PARFIVE,NO.M HOLE AT THE 
GOLF TOURNAMENT. ITHAS A 


GUSHING FROM A 
THE BASEMENT 


aw 


GEE,RIGHT UP 
AGRINST THE 
\ PIN IN FOUR 


WALTER ROBERTS, PERSONNEL, 


FAIRWAY MARKER ABOUT HALF” |} ctapteD To WORK ONE MORNING 
wh To THe CUP. tue BOS || “NH HEAVY RAIN. HE DIDNT DICK ae 
THOUGHT THE MARKER WAS |} Low ENOUGH IN GETTING INTO THE. 
: Oe IE are a WAITING CAR FAD KNOCKED OFF HIS HAT. STORE. = 
Ml | AMUGE BUNDLE. ANN TENAPIR 
SHOTS THAT NESTLED RIGHT LIP IT BOUNCED JAUNTILY DOWN HIE REAR HUGE ANN TENAPIR 


BEING KIND HEARTED, OFFERED TO 


FENDER AND INTO “ 
N TO THE BRIMFUL GUTTER CARRY IT FOR HER , ASCENDING THE 


MR. ROBERTS ANALYZED THE SITUATION AT A GLANCE, 


LN AGAINST (1. THEN THEY 


FOUND THAT THEY WERE STILL }\ ‘GprasHep To THE FRONT OF THE CAR FIND CAPTURED | | PZCULRIOR, ANN GOT THE BUNDLE TuRweD 
LIPSIDE DOWN AND THE SOFf GARME 
250 YARDS AWAY FROM ANE FEDORA NS If CAME FLOATING BY. WERE, STREWN BELOW Tope ACUte 
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Cordial relations with farmers have been long established and constantly renewed as the 
telephone engineers watch over the earth that covers the cables. Here Muckler greets a 
group he found visiting by the roadside. Left to right: Mr. Muckler, Bob J. Fischer, farmer 
near Gretna; C. M. Nelson, Lincoln contractor, and N. O. Anderson, engineer for the North- 


western Bell Telephone Company. 


DAY will come when Nebraska’s 

farm production will be assured 
because the men who till the soil have 
worked to conserve and protect its 
precious top soil. 

A portion of the credit for this will 
be due the telephone industry, whose 
interest and efforts in the cause of soil 
conservation stem from its need to pro- 
tect the thin strip of ground that covers 
the transcontinental toll cables which 
cross LT€T territory from east to west. 

The twin cables were laid in the 
spring of 1941 and were originally 
plowed into the earth at a depth rang- 
ing from 35 to 50 inches. There was 
no precedent to show telephone en- 
gineers how swiftly erosion of some 
farm lands was taking place. The 
depth of the cables was considered 
more than sufficient then to keep them 
safe from harm for many years. 

Few people not directly concerned 
with the problem realize the amount 
of top soil that is lost from our hill- 
sides year after year. One elderly 
farmer in our territory recalled that 
as a youth he could not see his neigh- 
bor’s farm buildings from his porch, 
but now they are plainly visible be- 
yond a hill that, somehow, has grown 
much smaller during his span of life. 
Most farmers possess less evidence of 
their top soil erosion. Usually the loss 
is so gradual that it passes unnoticed. 

From Omaha to York, a distance of 
roughly 90 miles, the cables pass 
through 189 farms. When the cables 


A deeply washed gulley, where the cables 
were once exposed in the foreground, was 
completely healed by constructing the earth 
dam in the distance. The overflow from the 
lake falls through a drop tube to the level 
of a stream which flows beyond the dam. 


were laid only one of these had any 
terraces or grassed waterways or other 
evidence of conservation practices. This 
was the farm of J. C. McGill, a soil 
conservation district supervisor, near 
Waverly. 


In 1946 it was discovered that the 
cable had become exposed in several 
gullies on unprotected farms and it 
was necessary to lower it. At other 
points wooden dams were constructed 
in an attempt to hold the diminishing 
earth cover. The Omaha-York section 
of the cable route was particularly sub- 
ject to rapid soil erosion. 

There were several factors contribu: 
ting to this. Patriotic prodding during 
the War coupled with high grain prices 
had induced many farmers to convert 
into grain fields land that should have 
been left in permanent pasture. Some 
highly erodible tracts were planted to 
corn every year, and corn is one of 
the worst farm crops from an erosion 
standpoint. Heavy rains and flash 
floods are frequent in this region. The 
soil is fine textured, silt-like, of Aeolj- 
an, or wind blown origin, lacking in 
humus and cohesive qualities and high- 
ly susceptible to water erosion. The 
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PROTECTING BURIED 
CABLE AND BUILDING 
GOOD WILL AT 
THE SAME TIME 


terrain is generally hilly, inducing a 
fast runoff of water. 

In 1947, a depth survey was made 
in this area with buried cable locaters 
and there were found to be 550 sepa- 
rate points at which the cable’s pro- 
tective earth covering had been seri- 
ously depleted by erosion. Arthur W. 
Muckler, of AT&T Long-Lines plant 
maintenance department made the sur- 
vey. He tells of early research and 
exploration of several possible solutions 
other than the costly and continuing 
one of retrenching and lowering the 
cables, 


But in the long sequence of dis- 
quieting tests there was one notable 
exception. This occurred on the Mc- 
Gill farm, whose terraced hillsides 
drained into brome grass waterways, 
Here the test showed that the cover 
had actually increased from two to four 
inches over the buried cables. It was 
the only spot, except for ne silt- 
filled depressions, where an increase 


had been registered. 


The observation had a profound ef. 
fect on Mr. Muckler. He spent a 
considerable length of time reviewing 
the problem with representatives of the 
Soil Conservation Service of the U. S 
Department of Agriculture, located at 
Lincoln. He visited many locations 
where remedial measures WETS being 
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employed to stabilize and restore 
eroded fields. 

Mr. Muckler became a convert, and 
an enthusiastic one. His report went 
to AT&T headquarters, and in due 
time he was informed of his selection 
as project engineer to put into effect 
the plan of conservation which he had 
recommended as the problem’s only 
permanent solution. 

The first step was to solicit the co- 
operation of farmers and land owners 
along the cable route. The success of 
this phase is a personal tribute to the 
contagious enthusiasm with which Mr. 
Muckler tackled the job. As he talked 
with the 180 farm owners from Omaha 
to York, he pointed out their mutual 
problem as they viewed the rilled and 


gullied fields. He explained the work- . 


ings of the Soil Conservation Service 
and the advantage of accepting its 
counsel and plans. The cables here 
are owned jointly by AT&T, the 
Northwestern Bell and The Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company 
and he explained how these organiza- 
tions, at their own expense, would pre- 
pare and seed the waterways where it 
was necessary to protect the cables. 

The agreements were purely volun- 
tary. Nothing was put into writing, 
but the farmers soon began signing 
up for complete soil conservation plans 
at the local conservation service offices. 
Others looked across the dividing 
fences at their neighbor’s fields and 
fell into line themselves. Generally 
the expense of terracing was borne by 
the farmers, with some financial as- 
sistance from the Production Marketing 
Administration. In a few instances 
where serious sheet erosion on hillsides 
threatened to disinter the cables, the 
telephone companies offered to pay 
the bill. 

Assisting in the project were N. O. 
Anderson, plant engineer for the 
Northwestern Bell Company and A. G. 
Spohmheimer of Soil Conservation 
Service. Independent contractors furn- 
ished most of the machinery and labor. 

Early in the project, Muckler began 
experimenting with types of structures 
designed to correct or heal different 


The camera sights along the route of the 
buried cables to the marker on the far 
horizon. This field, once badly scarred by 
ravines, has been rendered stable and pro- 
ductive ihrough contour plowing and water- 
ways. 


erosion processes. In some waterways 
the cutting continued in spite of the 
luxurious grass carpet. This was caused 
by culverts and tubes being installed 
so low that the grade of the land above 
them could not be maintained. At these 
points, and above deep ravines, were 
dams with drop tubes, and the land 
was again rendered stable for the life 
of the structure. To treat lesser erosion 
conditions a corrugated, interlocking 
steel structure, known as a weir gate, 
was used. It can be driven into place 
without disturbing the banks of the 
ditch, and accurately controls the height 
of the terrain above it. 


The waterways are usually seeded 
to brome grass. One of the peculiari- 
ties of this grass is that each of its 
leaves is embossed with the letter ““M.” 
Farmers who have heard Muckler 
preach the virtues of brome for five 
long years insist that the plant has 
branded itself with an “M” in his 


honor. 


Today, as evidence of Muckler’s mis- 
sionary work in conservation a band 
of terraced and contoured fields follows 
over the route of the toll cable through 
the old trouble area. In this band are 
249 grassed waterways, whose aggre- 
gate length is more than 40 miles. 
There are 62 terraces and 39 dams. 
Regular inspections and maintenance 
work nip incipient erosion problems in 
the bud. Dams and weir openings are 
continually checked to see that they 
are intact, clear of debris and function- 
ing properly. Muckler has moved 
farther westward, carrying the torch 
all the way to the Wyoming line. In 
central and western Nebraska there 
is less rainfall than in the eastern part 
of the state, but greater danger from 
wind erosion. Still the evangelist, in 
this region Mr. Muckler is preaching 


A weir gate, installed in a roadside drainage 
ditch, holds the cover over the cables at an 
exact level. The cable crossing spot is shown 
by the marker in middle foreground. 


the gospel against overgrazing and call- 
ing on the ranchers to stop blowholes 
by planting them in legumes or drought 
resisting grasses. 

The knowledge gained by Muckler 
and others for the protection of the 
cable was extended to include the 
protection of the resources of the 
countryside and, in this, The Lincoln 
Telephone and Telegraph Company is 
proud to have been an active partici- 
pant. When the bills first began to 
arrive for LT&T’s share in the expense 
of the restoration work it seemed as 
though the money was being sent 
down the drain. But it soon became 
apparent that, with each new disciple 
to conservation, a change was wrought 
in the landscape, changes for the good 
of man and of the country. With re- 
generation of the soil must come great- 
er abundance, more prosperity, heavier 
need and use of the telephone. Logic, 
in its basic formula, teaches that we 
cannot help the people about us with- 
out helping ourselves. 
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We HAVE again found it necessary to ask the Nebraska 

State Railway Commission for higher rates. 

The reason—the same one we've been up against for 
several years. 

Higher prices raise the cost of furnishing service just 
like they raise your cost of living, and it takes more dollars 
to pay the bills. 

Wages, taxes and materials are the main items involved 
in operating costs. Inflation has sent them all sky high. 

As you know, we had another wage increase in August, 
the third since our last request for rate increases in 1949. 

It was the immediate but by no means the only reason 
for the present rate request. 

Since 1949 our wage bill has gone up 16%. Wages take 
half of all we pay as operating expense so it isn’t hard to see 
what this has done toward boosting our operating costs. 

Wage increases since 1941 actually amount to more 
than additional money we have received from rate increases. 
Here is the score on that. 

10 General Wage Increases .......... $2,414,151 
3 Fate Unicreases 5.6 aco 1,553,014 

Taxes, our second largest expense, have almost doubled 
since 1949 and they continue to go up. Last 
year about 30 cents of every dollar our cus’ 
tomers paid us for service, including excise tax, 
went for taxes. Altogether taxes came to more 
than $2 per month for every telephone we had 
in service. 

Material costs are up too. Common items 
such as poles, wire, cable, trucks and telephones 
cost about 9% more now than in 1949. 


Building With 50 Cent Dollars 


But that’s only part of the story. 

Since March, 1949, we have had to spend $6,310,000 
for new plant and equipment for growth and better service. 
That’s an increase of one-third in our plant investment in 
that short time. 

In the cost of this program, inflation has taken its 
toll. A dollar spent today buys only about one-half as 
much as it did ten years ago. 

For example, one mile of a two wire rural pole line in 
place cost $253 ten years ago and $622 today. 

The average investment per telephone then was $198 
but last year it cost $500 in added investment for every 
telephone gained. 

Replacements Cost More Too 

Another way we are feeling the inflation squeeze is in 
the replacing of worn out facilities. 

Money we set aside over the years for such replace- 
ments has only half the buying power it had then. 

So it takes this depreciation reserve money plus more 
money that we have to get now from investors to make 
) Ht ay wastes, these replace- 
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j INFLATED { COSTS COE rf a an MATERIAL HAVE 
MADE OUR DEPRECIATION RESERVE INADEQUATE TO 
PAY FOR REPLACING WORN OUT FACILITIES... 


SINCE 1949 


WAGES UP 16% 
TAXES UP 45% 
MATERIALS uP 9% 1941. This has resulted in revenue increases of 
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more people or enlarge our plant but it does increase 
Our investment. 


‘‘Grow’’ Money Comes From Investors 

To meet continued demands for service we have had 
to add much new equipment—put up new buildings—buy 
new materials. The money for this has come from investors, 
the people who buy our stocks and bonds. We need much 
more for continued growth. 

Investors have been hit by inflation too. They expect 
their dollars to earn more and they know the earnings of 
Many companies have gone up. 

Our earnings in recent years have gone down. But 
investors have continued to buy our securities because they 
know the company is sound and well managed. 

However, to maintain that position we must have higher 
rates that will bring in the dollars we need so urgently to 
run the business, pay expenses and have enough left for a 
fair return. 


Telephone Service Prices Lag 


Most businesses raise prices right along as 
often and as much as necessary as their costs go 
up. You have felt the effects of this when you 
buy groceries, clothes and other things. 

Our prices, which are regulated by the Com- 
mission, have gone up only three times since 


only 39%. In the same time the general cost of 
living has gone up 89%. 

Taxes, by the way, take about 52 cents of every dollar 
we receive as additional revenue from these rate increases. 
That leaves only 48 cents to help run the business and 
improve the company’s low earnings. 

Still a Bargain in Service Value 

In our present application to the Commission we have 
asked for prices for our service that are fair and sufficient 
in. view of operations in these days of inflation. Rates for 
service will be set after the Commission has reviewed our 
needs and made its decision. 

Whatever the new rates may be they will mean only a 
few cents a month more for our customers—a small increase 
indeed when compared with price raises of nearly everything 
else we buy. Telephone service will still be a real bargain 
in value for the money spent. 


You Can Help 

This is a serious and important undertaking and you 
can be of much help in carrying it through. 

Learn the facts of our situation as presented here and 
in pocket cards you have received or may secure from your 
supervisor. ‘Then stand up and tell your friends about it. 

We have a real need for more money to pay for the 
present-day costs of doing business. Adequate earnings 
depend upon it. So does good telephone service for our 
customers. So do good telephone jobs. 


Seven Move Up In Supervisory Promotions 


Cg Oe: peeccaponan 


Charles B. Meshier 
Central District Plant Manager 
Lincoln 


se supervisory promotions be- 
came effective last month. 


Max C. Walker, formerly central dis- 
trict plant manager, becomes eastern 
district manager succeeding Thad C. 
Cone who was fatally injured in an 
automobile accident on August 30. Suc- 
ceeding Mr. Walker is Charles B. 
Meshier, formerly district wire chief 
at Beatrice. Dan W. Smith moves up 
from the position of area manager at 
York to district wire chief at Beatrice 
and is succeeded by Sterling Nelson, 


‘formerly area manager at Auburn. 


Lloyd Oglesby advances from exchange 
manager at Wymore to area manager 
at Auburn and Michael Danaher moves 
up from exchange manager at Milford 
to exchange manager at Wymore. 
Charles H. Kernioade: combinationman 
at Seward, becomes the exchange man- 


ager at Milford. 
Mr. Walker began his telephone ca- 


reer in Lincoln as an apprentice switch- 
man in September, 1926. However, 
most of his service with the company 
has been spent at Hastings. He moved 
there in 1929 as a switchboardman and 
became wire chief in 1939. In 1948 he 
returned to Lincoln as central district 
plant manager and has served in this 
position until his present appointment 
as eastern district manager. 


Mr. Meshier’s appointment as cen- 
tral district plant manager also brings 
him back to the scene of his first en- 
deavors with the company. He was 
first employed as a rackman at Lincoln 
in 1911 and later became chief testman 
before being named manager of the 
Havelock exchange in 1923. In 1926 


Max C. Walker 
Eastern District Manager 

Lincoln 
he went to Fairbury as manager and in 
1934 became area commercial manager 
at Hastings. He moved to Tecumseh 
as area commercial manager in 1934, 
became area manager there in 1936 and 
in 1946 advanced to district wire chief 
at Beatrice where he has been located 
until the present time. 


Starting as a telegraph messenger at 
York in 1933, Dan Smith was made a 
switchboardman in 1935 and in 1940 
moved to Beatrice as district clerk. In 
1941 he entered military service and 
served overseas in the European the- 
atre of operations where he held the 
commission of first lieutenant with the 
193rd Signal Repair Company. After 
returning to Beatrice in 1945 as dis- 
trict clerk he was advanced to manager 
at Wymore the following year and in 
1948 moved to Pawnee City as man- 
ager. He was appointed wire chief at 
York in January, 1951, and was ad- 
vanced to area manager there later 
that year. 

Sterling Nelson got his start with 
the company as a groundman at Polk 
in 1926. Later that year he went to 
York as a lineman and became a com- 
binationman in 1927. In 1934 he was 
promoted to area commercial manager 
at Stromsburg, became area manager 
there in 1937 and in 1940 moved to 
Auburn as area manager. 

The York exchange was Lloyd Ogles- 
by’s first place of employment with the 
company. Starting there as a ground 
man in 1934, he became a lineman in 
the construction department at Lincoln 
the next year and later was a com- 
binationman at York, Auburn = and 
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Dan W. Smith 
So. District Sterling Nelson 
Wire Chief Area Manager 
Beatrice York 


Lloyd Oglesby Michael Danaher 
Area Manager Manager 
Auburn Wymore 


Charles H. Kermoade 
Manager 
Milford 


Beatrice before his appointment as ex- 
change manager at Wymore in 1948. 

Michael Danaher has been with the 
company since 1948. Starting as a 
groundman at Seward, he became a 
combinationman there the next year and 
three years ago moved to Milford in 
the same capacity. He was appointed 
exchange manager at Milford last 
July. 

Charles Kermoade started as a 
groundman at Auburn in 1942 and later 
was a lineman in the construction de- 
partment before moving to Syracuse as 
a combinationman in 1947. Since 1949 
he has been located at Seward as a 
combinationman. 


Carl Hedstrom Dies 
ARL GUSTAVE HEDSTROM, re- 


tired construction department em- 
ployee, passed away at his home in 
Phoenix, Arizona, on September 20 
at the age of 70. 
He had been in ill 
health for several 
years. 

Mr. Hedstrom 
began his telephone 
career with the Ne- 
braska Telephone 
Company in Lin- 
coln in 1910 as an 
installers helper. 
He transferred to 
the cable department soon after and 
was a cableman at the time of the con- 
solidation of the Bell properties with 
those of our company in 1912. He be- 
came a cable splicer in 1913 and 
worked in that position continuously 
until his health failed in 1947 and 
forced him to give up active work. In 
May, 1948, he retired on pension and 
he and Mrs. Hedstrom moved to 
Phoenix where they had since made 
their home. 


Carl Hedstrom 


Carl was a perfectionist at his trade 
and his reputation for thoroughness and 
knowledge of his work was a by-word 
among telephone people that he knew. 
There were few cable jobs of any ma- 
jor proportion in Lincoln in which he 
did not play a prominent part. 


He was an active Mason and a char- 
ter member of the Frank H. Woods 
chapter of the Independent Telephone 
Pioneer Association. 


J. C. Gear Celebrates 
40th Anniversary 


CTOBER 1 was a memorable anni- 
versary for J. C. “Red” Gear of 
Fairbury. It was just 40 years ago on 
that date that Red looked over the 
field of prospective work and decided 
that the telephone business looked 
pretty good to him. So he went to the 
manager of the Diller Telephone Com- 
pany and put in his application which 
was promptly accepted. 
That was back in December of 1910 
and Mr. Gear spent the next two years 
at Diller, Harbine and Ellis building 


farm lines and shooting trouble with 


the help of a pair of horses and a wagon 
and later with a motorcycle which 
made him the envy of citizens for miles 
around. 

He joined LT&T in 1912 when the 
company bought the property at He- 
bron where he worked as a lineman. 
Later he went to Hastings as a lineman 
and combinationman and worked there 
until 1918 when he moved to Fairbury 
where he has lived since. At Fairbury 
he has been a combinationman and 


switchboardman and for the past 18 
years has been wire chief. 

Mr. Gear has taken an active interest 
in the Frank H. Woods chapter of tele- 
phone pioneers. He is a charter mem- 
ber of the chapter and has served on 
its social and membership committees. 
He has a fine record of service with 
the company of which anyone could 
well take pride. We congratulate him 
and offer best wishes for his continued 
success. 


Dial Conversion at Cereseo 


1 pee telephone service came _ to 

Ceresco on Tuesday, September 23, 
making it the 82nd company exchange 
to employ this system. A new frame 
structure was erected to house the dial 
equipment while a complete overhaul 
job has placed the exchange outside 
plant in tip-top condition. 

After the conversion Dr. W. W. 
Noyes, local physician, made the first 
long distance call to K. L. Lawson, gen- 
eral commercial superintendent at Lin- 
coln. Dr. Noyes has practiced medicine 
for nearly half a century, the last 30 
years at Ceresco. When he announced 
his intention to retire a couple of years 
ago the people of the community would 
not hear of it. They offered to build 
him a hospital if he would remain in 
practice. The offer touched upon one 
of the doctor’s lifetime ambitions. He 


The single position switchboard at Ceresco 
was a busy one. Here, Arlene Hunsche, chief 
operator-cashier, watches Ebba Swanson oper- 
ate it during the last days of its existence. 
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consented to give up his dreams of well 
earned leisure. Ceresco’s new and 
spacious hospital stands as a memorial 
to that decision. It was from his office 
at the hospital that the first long dis- 
tance call was made. 


Ceresco’s telephone history begins 
with the building of the exchange by 
the Golden Rod Telephone Company 
in 1904. This company operated 
throughout Saunders County at the 
height of its expansion with exchanges 
located at Wahoo, Colon, Mead, Yutan, 
Ithaca, Cedar Bluffs and Ceresco. They 
also built and owned the exchange at 
Stromsburg, but sold the property to 
the Polk County company in 1904. The 
Bell Company had several subscribers 
in Ceresco operating off farm lines of 
the Lincoln exchange. Both companies 
were purchased by the Lincoln company 
in 1912 and their plants consolidated. 
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Ed Dorland, area manager, and E. G. Piper, 
equipment foreman, demonstrate the method 
of pulling the spacers in the dial equipment 
to complete the cutover, 
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Henson Wins 
Fellowship 
AUL H. HENSON, transmission 


and protection engineer, has been 
chosen as the first recipient of a re- 
search fellowship provided for in the 
will of the late Hiland H. Wheeler. 
Henson is starting a two year pro- 
gram of research and development 
in.the field of impedance relations in 
communications transmission lines and 
facilities. He is studying at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska and will work 
with Bell System engineers. Follow- 
ing the investigation and research he 
will write a thesis on_ this subject 
with special application to the needs 
and problems of LT&T. During the 
study he will continue to work part 
time in the engineering department. 
Mr. Wheeler’s will left two per cent 
of his estate “to The Lincoln Telephone 
and Telegraph Company providing it 
will use the amount received for an 
award or series of awards for a period 
not exceeding five years which in the 
judgment of the executors of my estate 
will encourage a knowledge of the 
technical aspects of its business * * *,” 
President Thomas C. Woods, Chief 
Engineer C. C. Donley and Dean Roy 
M. Green of the College of Engineering 
of the University of Nebraska, chose 
the recipient and decided the manner 
in which the fund could best be used. 


FOR RENT 


New basement apartment, furnished, 
4340 Normal Blvd. Two bedrooms, full 
kitchen, living room with fireplace, bath. 
Garage under construction. Norris Ham- 
mond, Lincoln Service Department. 4-2513. 


Promotions, Transfers and Title Changes 
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A. R. Fritz 
Const. Foreman 
General Plant 


Plant 


A. R. Fritz, lineman, construction, to con- 
struction foreman, general plant. 

Dell C. Gilmore, subforeman to equipment 
foreman, Lincoln. 

W. E. Hays, lineman, central plant, to line- 
man, Lincoln construction. 

R. L. Rippen, splicer’s helper to combina- 


Dell C. Gilmore 
Equip. Foreman 
Lincoln 


W. C. Stewart 
Service Foreman 
Lincoln 


tionman, Hastings. 
W. C. Stewart, installer repairman to service 
foreman, Lincoln. 


Traffic 
Gwendolyn H. Durr, operator, Nebraska 
City to Lincoln. 
Mabel S. McNulty, operator, Superior to 
Lincoln. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 
September: 


Primary members: R. L. Dalton, Lincoln 
Service, $10.50; P. A. Wessel, Lincoln Service, 
$122.00; L. J. Powell, Lincoln Engineering, 
$13.00; Bessie C. Schultz, York Traffic, $12.00; 
Virginia J. Robinson, Fairbury Traffic, $132.30; 
Mabel S. McNulty, Superior Traffic, $5.00; 
Leota N. Bovard, Hastings Traffic, $17.00; 
Monica T. Lempka, Auburn Traffic, $172.85; 
Marie F. Vidlock, Lincoln Accounting, $15.00; 
Martha Dietrich, Lincoln Accounting, $19.00; 
A. W. Holcomb, General Plant, $25.00; Lela 
Watson, Beatrice Traffic, $32.25; Ella M. Han- 
sen, Lincoln Traffic, $214.00; Jayne R. Miller, 
York Traffic, $9.00. 


Dependents: John R. Keogh, Lincoln, $12.00; 
Mrs. J. P. Howland, Lincoln, $22.50; Mrs. 
E. E. Johnson, Lincoln, $7.50; Geoffrey Burt, 
Lincoln, $189.75; Elaine Cooper, York, $43.50; 
Mrs. C. H. Pierce, Lincoln, $7.50; Mrs. Vern 
Campbell, David City, $11.25; Mrs. E. J. 
Flowerday, Hastings, $222.00. 


JOuURNEY’S END 


Mrs. Anna Ormand, mother of Mary 
Ormand of the Lincoln traffic department, 
passed away September 18 in Lincoln. 
Funeral services were held September 20 
in Lincoln. 


Mr. G. H. Harrold, father of Georgia 
Story, operator in Lincoln, passed away 
September 22 in Lincoln. 

Mr. Frank Griffin, father of Genevieve 
Griffin of the Lincoln traffic department, 
passed away September 9 in Lincoln. 


Madge Rerucha of the David City traffic 
department became the bride of Gary Hobbs 
of Ulysses on September 9 at St. Mary’s 
Catholic church in David City. 


Maxine VonKampen and Rex Weseman 
were united in marriage on September 7 
at the Peace Lutheran church in Hastings. 


gy 


Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Pilfold are the proud 
parents of a daughter, Debra Lee, born 
August 31. Marvin is a member of the 
construction department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Schrank are the 
proud parents of a 7 pound 3'/4 ounce baby 
boy, Gary Ray, who was born September 27. 
Mr. Schrank is a switchman in the Lincoln 
main switchroom. 


—_——————- —— 


Lots Of Talk 


Telephone conversations in the United 
States during 1951 averaged almost 176 
million per day. This means an average 
of some 376 conversations for every 
man, woman and child in the nation. 
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Forty-Four Years 
D. C. Wilson, Hastings. 


Forty-IT'wo Years 
A. 8. Keckler, Lincoln. 


Forty Years 
J. C. Gear, Fairbury. 


Thirty-Seven Years 
I. W. Halverstadt, Tecumseh. 


Thirty-Six Years 


i A. T. Albers, Lincoln. 
_ C. Gear F. P. Darnold . 
40 gtcdaia Lincoln Thirty-Four Years 
30 Years y 


Rose A. Riggs, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Three Years 
R. L. Dalton, H. M. Miller, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
W. C. Stewart, Lincoln; Maude P. Willey, 
Beatrice. 
Thirty Years 
F. P. Darnold, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
A. W. Holcomb, Lincoln. 
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E. G. Piper 


pe Jessie VanTrump Twenty-Five Years 
inco Hastings i : ‘ : 
25 Years os Veacs E. G. Piper, Lincoln; Jessie VanTrump, 


Hastings. 


Twenty-Four Years 


W. J. McDowell, LeRoy Schlentz, Flor- 


ence Tatman, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
L. P. Livingston, Lincoln. 


Nineteen Years 


Marcia V. Watson, Lincoln. 


Eighteen Years 
B. D. Pattison, Lincoln. 


Seventeen Years 


W. W. Eden, B. A. Isaman, Lincoln; 
Edna D. Pflughaupt, York. 


Mary Bartyzelle 
Nebraska City 
10 Years 


Lauretta D. Baker 
Hastings 
10 Years 


Va th 


Jonavin Frankforter 


W. H. Husing S. K. Lawrence 


Lincoln Sterling Lincoln 
10 Years 10 Years 10 Years 
~-<6f 10 eo 


L. E. Vosika 


Sixteen Years 


Pauline E. Reckard, Plattsmouth; G. A. 
Wasson, Military Leave. 


Fifteen Years 
Genevieve M. Griffin, Lincoln. 


Eleven Years 
Velma Abker, Nebraska City; C. E. Con- 
nors, Lincoln; Amy Dixon, Weeping Water; 
Lela Watson, Beatrice. 


Ten Years 
Lauretta D. Baker, Hastings; Mary Barty- 
zelle, Nebraska City; E. G. Brehm, Viola M. 
Fischer, Donavin Frankforter, S. K. Law- 
rence, R. E. Wohlberg, Lincoln; W. H. 
Husing, Sterling; L. E. Vosika, Wilber. 


(Continued on Next Page) 
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Genevieve M. Griffin 


L. P. Livingston 


Lincoln Lincoln 
15 Years 


20 Years 


E. G. Brehm Viola M. Fischer 
Lincoln Lincoln 
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R. E. Wohlberg 
Wilber Lincoln 


10 Years 10 Years 
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Eastern District 
Betty Miles, Associate Editor 
David City Area 
Lineah Johnscn, Correspondent 


Fall is here again! We know because the 
sweater and skirt uniform is very much in 
evidence as our operators flit through the 
office on their reliefs. . . . Vivian Dee is 
on her annual fall vacation and as usual is 
spending it at home. Dottie Selzer is spend- 
ing her three weeks in Omaha, Holdrege 
and Columbus just visiting. Donna Hotovy 
is looking forward to her other week’s vaca- 
tion. Merna Stewart went to “places un- 
known.” ... Two more of our operators have 
joined the “left hand—third finger” brigade. 
Cherie Rathjen and Leora Weyand are both 
sporting diamonds. Congratulations, girls! 
. . . Madge Rerucha was honored at a fare- 
well and personal shower party at the Rath- 
jen sisters’ apartment. 


Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton, Correspondent 


Some lucky people are still vacationing. 
Those resting this month are Mr. and Mrs. 
George Placek, who are visiting their son 
in California, and Mrs. Ruby Clites who 
visited her daughter in Colorado. Lillian 


SERVICE BIRTHDAYS 
(Continued from Page 10) 


Nine Years 


Arlene M. Cline, Fairbury; Leona Gese- 
king, Tamora; Lillian Hubbard, Lincoln. 


Eight Years 


Virginia H. Anderson, A. W. Berglund, 
Helen K. Pierson, Lincoln; Betty L. Johnson, 
Nebraska City; Bernice R. Mueller, Seward: 
Myrtle M. Smith, Carleton; Leora M. Wey- 
and, David City. 


Seven Years 


B. F. Anderson, M. R. Koch, Plattsmouth; 
Jack Billings, P. J. Eisenbarth, Ruby Hahn, 
Lincoln; Vivian Dee, David City; C. F. 
Schleufer, Hastings. 


Six Years 


J. D. Adamson, Hastings; Marjorie De- 
Buhr, Auburn; R. K. Ghormley, W. M. Per- 
rin, J. E. Turner, Lincoln; J. E. Hatfield, 
Polk; L. H. Lane, Weeping Water; F. D. 
Nichelson, Betty J. Styskal, Wahoo. 


Five Years 


J. D. Brockmeyer, Phyllis Jungck, Kathryn 
I. Widick, Beatrice; A. C. Brunke, R. H. 
Zimmerman, Lincoln; M. A. Lohmeier, Mili- 
tary Leave; Eleanor E. Schutz, Seward; E. L. 
Wheatcraft, Friend. 


Bader is spending her vacation visiting in 
Decatur, Illinois. Max Jenkins and family 
have returned from their vacation which 
took them through the West to California 
and down through Texas. He thinks he has 
finally got his new Ford broken in good. 

Carol Broers was bridesmaid at the 
wedding of her brother in Nebraska City, 
August 26. Also attending was Vera Orton. 
... Many employees of the telephone com- 
pany at Nebraska City attended the “Wild 
West Rodeo” at Sidney, Iowa. ... The big 
family picnic went over with a bang as 
usual. Those attending from Nebraska 
City were Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Newens, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Livingston, Mr. and Mrs. 
Al Letellier, and Mrs. Evelyn Denson and 


children. 
Plattsmouth Area 


Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 


Elizabeth Edwards, night operator, has 
announced her engagement to Mr. Lee 
Nickles. Congratulations, Liz! Also Luella 
Exline has announced her forthcoming mar- 
riage to Cpl. Bob Spoiner, Offutt A.F.B. 
Seems that traffic has lots of love birds 
flying around. Tip Johanns, Chief 
Operator, Lila Erras and Marie Bashus, 
operators, have been on the sick list of late. 
We hope for a speedy recovery. Alice 
Sharpnack is recuperating from a recent 
operation and we sincerely hope she may 
return to work real soon. . . . Shirley Sny- 
der has returned from her vacation, having 
spent most of the time in Nebraska City. 
Fern Davis, Weeping Water cashier, has 
returned from a very relaxing vacation spent 
at home. ... Ronald Ofe, former employee, 
has entered school at the University of 
Nebraska and we hear he is very happy 
to be there. Good luck, Ron! 

Seward Area 


Helen Norwood, Correspondent 


Vacations are slowly tapering down— 
Bernice Mueller of commercial spent her 
vacation visiting relatives in Detroit, Chi- 
cago and Peoria, Illinois. She reported 
having a wonderful time. Mr. and Mrs. 
Gray and Dale spent one week fishing at 
Rush Lake in Ottertail, Minnesota. Beata 
Merz spent her vacation at Norfolk visiting 
her sister and family. . Lydia Kriegs- 
hauser, who was operated on recently, is 
convalescing at her sister’s home. We all 
hope she’ll be back soon. ... All the gals 
around the office are pretty stiff lately. 
Want to know the reason? Bowling!! 

Wahoo Area 
Mary I. Beaty, Correspondent 


Recent visitors at our office were Roma 
Swanson from Phoenix, Arizona, who was 
formerly employed in the traffic depart- 
ment, and Bob Berggren, who is with 
Uncle Sam’s Navy. The last we heard of 
him, he was on his way to Italy. ... Vaca- 
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tioners for September are Rosemary Maly, 
who spent her time at home just loafing 
around, and Leona Larsen, who is spending 
part of her time visiting relatives in Minne- 
sota. Ann Tenapir is spending her time 
just loafing around home, catching up on 
her sleep. Harriett Smith has been 
visiting relatives in Kansas City, Missouri, 
the past week. . . . On August 31, John 
Potter was given a surprise party for his 
birthday by Ashland employees. A deco- 
rated cake was used as a center piece, with 
ice cream, coffee and ice tea being served. 
... Wedding bells will ring for Ruth John- 
son on November 23. ... Betty Frye spent 
a week in Sacramento, California, visiting 
T/Segt. John Myers, in August... . Chief 
Operator, Mrs. Lura Blackman, is spending 
her vacation with her son, Glenn Blackman, 
in Britton, Oklahoma. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 


By R. S. Bowers 


Fall fill in: It’s fall! You know the 
time of year when sweaters, skirts and 
breezes, football, and sweaters, are the 
focal point of all eyes. The fill-in aspect 
is me filling in for the very capable Miss 
Grabowski as editor, and consequently fill- 
ing you in on all the fall happenings. ... 
Mr. Sievers was explaining his recent chore 
of erecting a TV antenna. The tools for this 
job are really quite numerous. I believe his 
equipment consisted of one tractor, one carry- 
all, pipe, cement, cable and one set of twins, 
preferably boys... . The gals of the dis- 
bursement section had various tidbits of 
news and general thought. Mrs. Drake 
spoke of the drudgeries a new house begets, 
which set off curious chain reactions in 
this writer’s mind. The context of the 
thought was how many new homes had 
been purchased by our department people 
recently, and I quickly calculated the 
amount of wine, women and song we would 
need for this pleasing task of house warm- 
ings. Any person directly or indirectly in- 
terested can learn by sending to me their 
name, address and any information as to 
type of insurance carried on the old home- 
stead. .. . In my search for news, I entered 
the billing room with purpose and approach 
well in mind. My approach was strictly 
legitimate, but my purpose was doubtful 
due to a little black book in my right hand. 
The gals in the billing room are a terrific 
group with a lot of bounce to the ounce— 
a real eager crew with plenty of wit, humor 
and sex appeal. Dewey Nelsen and 
George Mann have tightened up on their 
behavior with the addition of a misty-eyed 


So successful was the spring tournament that LT&T golfers came back for a second 
helping on September 14. The event was a flight tournament with prizes being given to 
winners of each of seven foursomes as well as for other contests of skill. The fairway 
trodders played at Pioneers golf course and then rounded out the day with a steak at Lone 
Oak. Secretary Otto Nelsen again proved his ability as a tournament maestro and had ail 
details very much under control. Shown in the picture before the tee-off, left to right, 
standing, are Tom Risser, Roy Mills, Chaunc Eggerss, Ade Newens, Lloyd Cleveland, Al 
Kroon of the Automatic Electric Company, John McKinzie, I, J. Devoe, Dean Hobson, Charles 
Crew, Elmer Neujahr, George Walroth, Merle Hale and Dewey Nelsen. Seated, Loran 
Powell, Bob Wohlberg, Bob Bowers, Larry Connealy, Les Livingston, Charles Connors, Dick 


Hobson, Eddie Dorland and Frank Hendrix., 


young lady in the person of Mrs. Mitchell. 
Misty eyed, yea, you would be too if you 
had just been on a four-week honeymoon. 
.. . Speaking of honeymoons, Ruby Hahn 
and Mary Schaeufele have them in sight. 
Both gals are the proud possessors of dia- 
monds. Congratulations. . . . Marlene Jor- 
gensen, Carol Nelson and Joan ‘Thomson 
went to Minden over the weekend. Guess 
they go every Friday evening. What’s the 
attraction? Martha Dietrich spent a 
week in church at Falls, Virginia, and Har- 
old Brady lectured on The Moose to Women 
of Publicity last week. . Alise Meiers, 
Ruth Leuschner and Magda Stumpf have 
agreed to teach me German. They agreed 
that some things are universal, and that at 
present my knowledge would suffice. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 


Mary Kay Downing, Associate Editor 


Myrna Friedrichsen took a much earlier 
vacation than planned. She had planned 
her vacation for December when she ex- 
pected her husband home from Korea. 
But one September morning Myrna received 
a call from her husband who had just ar- 
rived unexpectedly in San Francisco. Mr. 
Friedrichsen is now out of the army and 
the two have just completed a vacation in 
Denver. .. . Another soldier home is Donald 
Fagon, fiance of Eleanor Hartsook. This is 
Donald’s last leave before embarking for 
the Far East. . Chicago was the scene 
of Viola Fischer’s September vacation. One 
of the fine points of her trip was a visit 
to the Bahai Temple near Lake Michigan. 
The purpose of this temple is to unite all 
religions. Verna Alexander also has chosen 


Chicago as her destination when she vaca- 
tions in October. Mrs. Alexander hopes to 


see many of the stage shows playing in 
Chicago. Everyone loves a picnic, 
so the business office gang had one Octo- 
ber 3. The typical delights of all picnics 
were there—bonfire, marshmallows, and 
weenies. An added attraction consisted of a 
lesson in shagging (a new group dance), 
taught by Joanne Hartley, and a tap dance 
by Jack Caldwell. Naturally we are 
all rooters for the Cornhuskers, but you 
will find Sheila Holsten of our office cheer- 
ing just a little louder than the majority. 
She is the fiancee of Bill Schabacker— 
defensive end for Nebraska. 


Construction Department 


Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


If anyone of you is curious as to what 
the fine is for shooting a firearm within 
the city limits after sundown, just inquire 
of George Hansen. Night and day rates— 
George has all the information straight from 
the Police Department. You see, George 
was just curious, too. It seems he’s hav- 
ing dog troubles and he wondered if it 
would be worth his while. Don’t know what 
his final decision was. Art Holcomb 
took a week’s vacation and built a fence 
across the back of his lot. He didn’t enjoy 
looking at the big weed patch which ad- 
joined his back yard. It’s a mighty nice 
looking fence but we understand he had 
more paint on himself than he did the 
fence before he was finished with the job. 
... Ray Boling took a week’s vacation and 
visited in and around Denver. . . John 
Witmer and Ed Smith took a week and 
went deer and antelope hunting in Wyoming. 
They got an antelope too. . Although 
these field engineers don’t belong to us, I 
guess we can still report their “carrying- 
ons.’ Brick Smith and Tom Goldenstein 
were walking down Q Street, east of 10th, 
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when all of a sudden Tom realized that he 
was talking to himself and Brick was no- 
where to be seen. Upon investigation, he 
found Brick had fallen down a manhole. 


Engineering Department 


B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


Now here’s an item which is real news. 
Mr. Donley actually took a vacation. From 
all reports the State Game Commission is 
now forced to stock all the streams and 
Tivers within 100 miles of Lincoln. The 
reason—Mr. Donley fished ’em all. Au- 
thentic reports say he caught a fish, a legal 
sized one, too. In fact, several of them. 
As a result the local boys are now traveling 
farther away to do their angling. They say 
the streams are fished out now. . . . Har- 
lan Cane spent his vacation motoring around 
the Sunny South. He reports that he had 
a marvelous time, but it required a lot of 
interpretation and sifting to clear the “‘you- 
alls” out of his story. ... We don’t want 
anyone to get the idea that we don’t have 
some blue ribbon winners in the Engineer- 
ing Department. O. D. Spencer, being a 
bird fancier, took his chickens to the state 
fair and as a result everybody had to take 
time to listen to Spence tell how good his 
birds are. However, he has a rooster for 
sale now—guess the old fellow let him 
down and failed to get the blue ribbon. The 
rest of the flock (both of them) must be 
good though as he has the ribbons to prove 
it. . . . The writer can’t understand how 
come the printer called J. L. Lyne “she” 
in last month’s news. In fact J. L. says he 
can’t understand it either. After question- 
ing the type setter about it he said it was 
all his fault and that it would not happen 
again. During the past month Mr. 
Donley presented 35 year buttons to two 
of our personnel, namely A. O. Andrews 
and J. L. Lyne. A hearty congratulation to 
both on a fine service record. Just the 
thought of 35 years of hard work was so 
rough on Andy that he immediately started 
his vacation. To date he’s still vacation- 
ing. Well, a guy deserves a good vacation 
after that much work. ... We deliberately 
left Wohlberg’s last week of vacation ’til 
the last. It didn’t amount to much. He 
stayed home and painted and hung storm 
windows, which reminds us we don’t have 
ours up yet. 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


We don’t have a limerick to start the 
column but we didn’t need anything to 
start the vacations rolling this month... . 
A. T. Albers went to Denver, Colorado. 
From what he says, he certainly did take 
in all the mountainous scenery. . . . Jacob 
Albrandt did quite the opposite. He got a 
new television set and just stayed home and 
watched it. Betty Darby visited her 
friends in Hastings and from there traveled 
to Colorado Springs, and also Denver, Colo- 
rado. Boy! Do these people ever take to 
the mountains. R. H. Fischer went 
South, that is to say, as far south as the 


Ozarks in Missouri. ... R. M. Green fished 
in Minnesota and no fish stories were of- 
fered. The rest of his vacation was spent 
around home. . Magdalen Heser went 
to Omaha on a shopping spree and the 
rest of her time was spent around home. 
.. . Frank Kuchera spent his vacation driv- 
ing. He visited Kansas City, St. Louis, and 
the Ozarks in Missouri; parts of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Mississippi; New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas, and that wasn’t enough so he went 
to Wyoming. ... J. T. May spent some 
time in the Black Hills and then went to 
Missouri, and the rest of the time he put 
in at home. ...G. E. Miller just stayed 
home, but how he does like to sleep late 
in the mornings! . . . Cecil Semple traveled 
all the way to Long Beach, California, just 
to turn around and come back home. He 
said it was because he didn’t like it out 
there but we think it was just a case of 
homesickness. . John Shipp took his 
vacation and went to the fair and also did 
a little work around home. ... D.C. Weaver 
took care of a friend’s farm and what little 
time there was left he devoted to staying 
around home. ...R. R. Winders went to 
Casper, Wyoming, to visit his son. From 
there he went to his friend’s ranch, Flag 
Ranch, near Yellowstone Park, for a visit. 
. . . He is still enthused about the good 
food he had there. ... P. R. Winscot took 
it easy on his vacation. He did a little work 
around home and spent the rest of his vaca- 
tion recuperating from it. Lambert 
Eitel, Jack Perrin, Del Gilmore, Russell 
Guthrie and Oliver Hoffman spent their 
vacations at home. We were very sorry to 
hear that Russell Guthrie’s father is still 
suffering a broken thigh which he received 
in a car-bicycle accident about three weeks 
ago. .. . Howard Smith and his son, Dean, 
enjoyed themselves, along with several other 
men, at a deer and antelope hunt in Casper, 
Wyoming. They camped on the range several 
nights and enjoyed the scenery and weather 
very much. They brought back some fine 
game. ... Del Gilmore has been promoted 
to “equipment foreman” in the “2” office 
switchroom. Congratulations, Del. 
Wayne Berkland spent three or four days 
in Marshalltown, Iowa, during his vacation 
and the rest of the time was spent in Lin- 
coln. ... E. O. Wait spent his first week 
of vacation at Estes Park, Colorado, at- 
tending a CIO school. . . . George Albury 
is back from his vacation now and tells us 
he had a wonderful time visiting his brother 
in Miami, Florida, and his sister in Key 
West. He got in some good fishing while 
down there. ... Mr. and Mrs. Dick Bauer 
are helping Mr. and Mrs. Al Dougherty 
try out their new 1950 Olds on a trip to 
Colorado. The two couples will spend two 
weeks in Estes Park, Colorado. . . . Gene 
Schrank was up the other day handing out 
cigars for his new son. We noticed a few 
gray hairs were added over the weekend 
that were probably caused by the midnight 
ride he and his wife took Saturday night. 
. . . C. B. Meshier, our new boss, is rather 
anxious to get settled in Lincoln, and why 
not? It isn’t every day that you get a new 
house. 


Supply Department 
By Shirley A. Michel 


Rollie Winders is planning a trip to 
Boulder, Colorado, for the Nebraska-Colo- 
rado football game on October 25. . . 
Beverly Ott, a former Telephone Company 
employee, recently visited at the ware- 
house. Bev will be remembered to most 
folks as Norm Ott’s son. He is now in the 
publication business in Southern California. 
. . . Lester Ellis will be enjoying the com- 
forts of his new home before too long. He 
expects to move in some time this month. 
. . . Jerry Carter is still busy with con- 
struction of his new home but it won’t be 
ready for occupancy until later. He is doing 
most of his own work. . . . Despite the cool 
weather we have been experiencing lately, 
vacations must go on! Dean Hobson spent 


two quiet (??) weeks at home with his 
wife and brand new daughter. He claims 
he doesn’t even mind washing diapers! Inci- 
dentally, he brought wee Nancy Jean to 
the Supply Office for a short visit. . . 
Milton Royce spent one day of his vacation 
in Sioux City, Iowa. The rest of the time 
was devoted to working at home. A post 
card from him told us that he enjoyed a 
trip through the Nebraska State Capitol. 
. . W. T. Haas is now vacationing in 
Sunny California. . . . Bud Miller, John 
Dittenber and Elsie Gill spent their vaca- 
tions at home. They ail agreed that they 
came back to work to rest up. .°. . Mr. 
and Mrs. Strasser drove to Canada for a 
portion of their vacation and returned by 
way of Duluth, Minnesota, to help their 
son celebrate his birthday. ... Just at the 
close of his vacation, Oscar Lewis was 
taken ill and required hospitalization. ... 
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A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Commercial 
Joann L. Gorbetts.cccna cass G1 5 Ae ner eRe ee ee PL SSG 855 ceceeslvkes ay September 2 
ARN BR is Ws ots 11: 5: eee Ne 67) (a, Gc} | Ma ae ea dBi foo {sea aE September 9 
Ruth: DY Ove 60 sccce seve ccs nce SCENO STAD WER. <..c.--nsacdsveseveners de MCO IN. cacinevacnneeestac anes September 15 
Plant 
SE BOG Ot cn een es ROURNGNIAN oid ese Le FT hs 1-1: eT September 2 
W.. M.. Birdsley...<c.scc..ccc0<-c0en0 W are hovserian 22.2200. 5. | Bier e| 5 ee eae ....September 15 
R.. ©, Gocheritietsccicn ccc A SPOUME AN poe Sics acy sc wants LARGO ishirecctenieuiacenes September 8 
Te BDO GG1 8S cesereneeeaninisats Eo co, oh scab r1 1 » needa oes! |B iat ao || « ean nee Ee September 10 
AD, 5. be, SMUD asniaciaetancaacseravciats RFE OUI TAT onscreen anscieanttnn DIGOU csseiccarercanrcees September 22 
De Es Pe race | [heh 5, eRe Renee RS SCOR POR ere EAMeOl Ny ease ome September 8 
A, H. -B. Seamark, Jc... ASPO UO NOT 35sec acess ence BACON scl ccrpeuch nsec ene September 15 
WH a dLis,  PORID UN. ccsescrscdecscanuse PRUE ots, ope aca tes erence LAN CO Me eiclasece September 12 
ag fr | Mi IG o | PCR ee ener SPOUNRO MAN cn nasestns oaks ANE 5 EER eC me September 15 
E. L. WanNordheim............... PAIGE pindeacashedcoeitnoreveeroneesst SF Sy a5) | September 15 
Traffic 

Melva J. Airrington............... PTAC concise ig ston (0: eee September 22 
LOIS A, Py Otte aces ccides csc caen SJR IAUO Rock cciraasteabebeseravaibdedeies 13 EY 5 9 (cr eae September 22 
Shirley |. Baker csssccecccsaccctinws Bec: |) a RA ane Oe oie | Oe ne September 18 
Aloha A. Battreall.................. RF OF PEO a san aidecousaloecantlounsaes Ste estes: sicsiaasnsds September 15 
Beverly G. Blacksher.............. CPO GT ACO Fc cccwunstesstaiemndeachancvns DUD CTI OR oc venscsccdanise es September 17 
Donna: Jo Diktesuiccus cine CIDE PAGOT sig cenicscatnecrctz noaodes |e laa (eee nn eS September 22 
Dorothy .M. EUNS.cccces costae. CRTC Nes ecesc terete eceanes PC RO ICO ocaeciisesneeactoed September 22 
Carole 1 Goldsc.ioe, Ses teeckece ss Bis] sa:|c) pee ee ane DCBEI CC occieeiocaanesearsoexe September 8 
Fury SL, Grits ee nencds iccceced RIP RVALOT i occceeestecadcietntadcnra, PlebrOiis ncn September 5 
Mary Ellen Harrison.............- RD DOTA siccdoascetesssnmacnnedeabawens ia lo) ye): Seen ener September 15 
Carole. Mae Bicicicaesuwecsstaines Biol c: 6) ee ee nn POO cs nccivdentenscusmines September 22 
Mavis R. Mohlman................. Part Time Operator............... DVTaCUSC ds ccdrwsares ...September 4 
Donna. | Oram cieenn cso Service Operator. cceic..cc.. secs SOO eats otsceteargeeesee September 15 
Norma M. Petersen............... COP GRACO Rcvacisnccertesenmethenatoe W ViINOP es. cct ness caciacesns September 15 
Joan E. Petracek.................... REPU OP issn Seeds ies ize 1 ose! s| 5 eee ae EE I September 15 
Elwe. 1) Reminerennscdcarcs POPE T i vearistccsetentonenless Buicass PCUPAUPE coc ciceckueees ons September 8 
Betty IM. Rice cc ccsesncscver czas Oye sce) en a eee David: Oitysccidccanccd September 22 
Hortense Sherrod................... CRAIG I iaarrcccaveenanniesaves ES COD Rc ccccecuncescandvnn oss September 8 
Berna Lee Streck...................: A VOBTAUIT cian ck sa sain sverieiees Prastings...2<u sce eee September 22 
Agatha R. Sullivan................ Part Time Operator.............. Plattsmout ic. cccsscace-c-ce September 8 
Maxine M. Talley................... AV CPSGG tec la ects tcad ECG) Bien ccccttevadaverceeses September 15 
Patricia 5. Wamsat................- CVE CACO Riicicincossnacdeteyctandenapniwacs Lan CG finc..p.cescssnccvcasc September 22 
Jeanne T. Welsch................--- PCT OR occ oesmseaaen EG cas cckindinsuetnnbudaanes September 9 
Bernice VL Westies mccedsiees 8 e112 | ee Nebraska City...........- September 15 
Mary H. Wiegand.................. Bc) 10) a a a a eee Beatrice..............0.000-+++ September 8 
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John Moore was also absent from work 
for several days because of illness. . . 
Vernon Purbaugh had himself a visit to 
the hospital for a few days too. ... (Note 
by Associate Editor): Shirley Michel is 
mighty happy that her husband, Ed, is out 
of the Army and back to normal living. 


Lincoln Traffic Department 
By Kathryn Barnes 


We are happy indeed to think that others 

are still taking and enjoying their vacations. 
Among those employees were: Ruth Goslin, 
who spent her vacation in Georgia visiting 
her brother; Mrs. Vera Wasson, who vis- 
ited in Nebraska City; Irene Hampp, who 
went to Colorado; Virginia Stoner; Agnes 
Nelson; Darlene Multer; Mildred Hughes; 
Juanita Schleif; Esther Borchers; Arlene 
Fitzpatrick; Marie Portsche; Stella Sowers; 
Velda Williams, and Miriam Carter. 
We have two employees on the sick list 
and hope they will have returned with the 
issuance of this news. Ella Hansen recently 
underwent surgery and at the present time 
is recuperating at the home of her brother. 
From all reports, Ella is well on the road 
to recovery. - Margaret Mueller was 
stricken with polio. Margaret is improving 
satisfactorily, and with this thought in mind, 
we hope to see you in our midst quite soon, 
Margaret. . . . Dorothy. Theim and Bonnie 
Venhaus, former operators, are busily en- 
gaged in taking care of new “stork prod- 
ucts.” Dorothy’s new addition was a boy 
and the Venhaus’ have decided to keep the 
little girl dropped on their doorstep. Our 
congratulations to you both. Georgia 
Story was certainly- up in the clouds re- 
cently. We imagine we would be the same 
had we been seeing the “one-and-only” 
for the first time in three years. Georgia’s 
husband is in the armed forces and has 
been in Germany for that period of time. 
... The most exciting news from this de- 
Dartment is that concerning the parakeet of 
Marlene Thompson. Really and truly, it 
laid an egg. We cannot determine as to 
whether Marlene will go into the hatchery 
business or parakeet business, but as soon 
as we learn the significance of this egg, we 
will give you all a detailed report, play 
by play! 


Southern District 


Paula Otte, Associate Editor 
Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 


Vacationing this month were Marceline 
Behrends, Leta Holscher and Colleen Curtt- 
right. Marceline spent her vacation quietly 
at home while Leta visited friends and 
relatives at various places including Falls 
City, Plattsmouth, Sterling and Douglas. 
She also spent a day in Omaha shopping 
(this was where she ran out of money and 
decided it was time to return to work). 
Colleen visited relatives in Kansas and 
vacationed in the Ozarks in Arkansas and 
Missouri. Practically everyone at- 
tended the Nemaha County Fair, at Auburn, 


and had a nice time. Eleven of the oper- 
ators attended the Humboldt Fair and 
dance. On the way down Wilma had a 
little bad luck when her horn stuck but no 
one cared about that. . . Oakel’s son, 
Junior, called her from San Diego recently. 
. .. Mary Jane is looking forward to cele- 
brating her birthday next week. Even has 
her presents picked out... . We are happy 
to have Monica back after her operation 
for appendicitis. 


Beatrice Area 
Irma Arnold, Correspondent 


Dorothy Hughes started her vacation 
August 24, making a trip to Denver, Colo- 
rado Springs and other interesting points in 
Colorado. She also visited in Cheyenne. 
Virginia Coon accompanied her husband, 
Ralph, to Burlington, Iowa, during the first 
part of August to attend a business and 
social four-day gathering held by the Mid- 
west Biscuit Company for their travelers 
and their wives. Virginia reports a good 
time. A banquet and dance were held and 
while the men attended business meetings 
their wives became better acquainted and 
carried on socially. . . . Among those yet 
to travel will be one of our operators, Carol 
Barker, who with her husband, Bob, will 
leave soon for a trip through Texas and 
New Mexico. Carol calls it her “delayed 
honeymoon” since it is the first time they 
could both leave their work to take a jaunt 
together since their marriage last year. 


Crete Area 
Lavina McElroy and Ethel Park, Correspondents 


Lavina McElroy, cashier, has returned 
from her vacation. Part of the time was 
spent in Minnesota. During her absence 
Lucille Clark, wife of Exchange Manager 
Vyrl Clark, assumed Mrs. McElroy’s duties. 
Area Manager Brock is vacationing at this 
time. Ethel Park is back to work after 
spending part of her vacation in the Black 
Hills and the remainder at home. 
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Jessie VanTrump, Hastings traffic, claims 
she has no political aspirations, but brought 
back proof that she made a Pilgrimage to 
the Republican candidate’s old home at Abi- 
lene, Kansas, while on her vacation. 
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Fairbury Area 
Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 

Irene Smalldon and husband were pleas- 
antly surprised by relatives from York, who 
gave them a house warming. Vera Sweetser 
spent her vacation at home. Norma Mc- 
Daniels spent her vacation at Los Angeles 
and San Francisco, California. Annabelle 
Stocker and Mary Jackson spent their va- 
cations at Grand Lake and Denver, Colo- 
rado. . . . Betty Furry’s boy friend left 
recently for Great Lakes Naval Training 
Station. Virginia Robirsun is back 
after spending a week in the hospital. ... 
Visiting Emilie Bleich are her sister and 
family from Centerville, S. D. ... Jeanne 
Lytton spent part of her week end shopping 
in Beatrice and also attended the fair... . 
Tillie Alpers’ great nephew is seriously ill 
with polio. . . Jeanne Schmidt’s boy friend, 
stationed in California, is home on leave. 
. .. One day recently Betty Shepherd was 
SO anxious to come to work she came at 
6:30 instead of 7:30. ... Mr. Gear, wire 
chief, is back on the job after three weeks 
of vacationing. One week of it was spent 
at Lake of the Ozarks. ... Mandane Reid 
spent part of her vacation shopping in 
Lincoln. 

Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Clara Costello enjoyed her vacation vis- 
iting her sister in Los Angeles, California. 
She saw many interesting places—Forest 
Lawn, Grauman’s Chinese Theater in Holly- 
wood (she didn’t recognize any movie stars 
because everyone was wearing dark glasses), 
and she even stuck her toes in the Pacific 
Ocean. Cecile Morehead was another one 
to vacation in California. She visited her 
brother in San Pablo, and also en route 
she stopped to see a sister in Denver, Colo- 
rado. Cecile saw the devastation made by 
the earthquake in Tehachapi, California. 
... Harold Drake claims he didn’t get much 
rest during his vacation, but he did get to 
attend the rodeo at Sidney, Iowa. Donald 
Hester used his vacation to good advantage 
around his home. Jim Smith visited rela- 
tives in Hebron and the remainder of the 
time he spent at his home in Tecumseh. 

. . For a while Ted Husing preferred to 
do his work in a vertical position. You see 
he had participated in a donkey ball game 
and the donkey he rode wasn’t very well 
padded. He also made his stage debut in 
a community play in Sterling, and Ted 
reports he didn’t have to duck any rotten 
tomatoes. A bowling team has been 
organized and the employees doing the 
honors for the telephone company are: 
Tyler Ryan, Bill Eckles, Raymie Johnson, 
Dick McCoy and Dick McCall. Two of the 
girls, Henri Goracke and Shirley Hagel- 
back, are bowling too, but on different 
teams. . .. Kennie Lanspa seems to have 
gotten himself engaged but he won’t be 
around very long to take the kidding from 
the guys because he has enlisted in the 
Air Force. 


Western. District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 


Madge Young, better known to her 
friends as “Ma” Young, was a welcome 
visitor in the Geneva office this month. 
Mrs. Young is a former chief operator at 
Shickley, and is now retired and living 
in California. Although her visit was short 
we enjoyed it, and knowing she reads every 
issue of the News, may we say here—we 
hope she had a pleasant trip home, and that 
she will stop in and see us again some 
time. . . . Erma Dixon took a three weeks’ 
vacation and divided her time between 
home and Lincoln. Emma Ebbeka 
visited with friends in Colorado during her 
two week vacation. . . . LaRene Krupicka 
breezed off for a week’s relaxation in Chi- 
cago... . W. R. Minich spent a week at 
home and at the nearby rivers and lakes 
—doing what??? Loafing and fishing. .. . 
Gracie Ann Diekhoff spent one week of her 
vacation at home and in Wayne. She at- 
tended the Lutheran Missionary Conven- 
tion at Wayne. 


Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 


Miss Pearson has returned to work fol- 


lowing her vacation, part of which was: 


spent in Las Vegas, New Mexico and Spo- 
kane, Washington. . . . Charlotte Johnson 
and her baby daughter, and Margaret Keller 
and her little daughter, were recent visitors 
in our office. . . . Another beautiful dia- 
mond has appeared. This time Jackie 


Utecht is the happy possessor. Our best 
wishes, Jackie. 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 

Eva Stutz is now vacationing in Iowa. ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Marolf have recently 
taken a vacation in the Black Hills. They 
also visited Mr. and Mrs. Ted Hiller. Mrs. 
Hiller was a former operator at Hebron. 
. . . Irene Kripal spent an enjoyable week 
end at Estes Park, Colorado. ... Kathryn 
Kutlas spent the week end in Omaha visit- 
ing her sister and mother. She also has had 
company this week, due to the fact that 
Mary Boyce’s car was being overhauled. 
. .. Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Parpart recently 
returned from their honeymoon. They spent 
some time in the Black Hills, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming and Colorado. We extend our 
congratulations and wish them much hap- 
piness. ... Several of the telephone oper- 
ators attended a bridal shower in honor of 
Miss Jo Anne Thompson, a former oper- 
ator, who was married September 22 to 
Jerry Zeigler. . . . Ernie Wellman is be- 
coming quite the farmer. He has been 
spending most of his week ends helping on 
his father-in-law’s farm in Kansas. 


Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 
The fishermen that attended the Pioneer 
party haven’t said anything about the trip, 
so we think that the catch was small, but 
then—the interest is changing and we see 
the hunter’s gleam in their eyes. ... Mrs. 
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first part of October. Painters had just fin- 


ished giving the temporary east wall a coat of paint to harmonize with the stone front on 
the south, the walks were being poured and grading was under way on the east. The display 
sign shows sketches of the building as it now appears and the ultimate seven story structure 


with appropriate captions. 


Inside, the office partitions are in, the heating system is in operation, dial equipment is 
being installed and cable pairs are being connected to the main frame. As we go to press, 
the first section of the new long distance switchboard has arrived and work will start on 
that shortly along with the new rate and route desk. 


Headman, janitress, Stromsburg, has retired 
to be a lady of leisure. Mrs. Headman was 
replaced by Nancy Wait. We all hope 
Nancy likes working with us. ...L. C. 
“Smick” Williams is the busiest fellow in 
our area. You see, “Smick” has hay fever 
and he just can’t wait for the first frost. 


Superior Area 


Donna J. Henriksen, Correspondent 


Compliments were extended to the traf- 
fic department for completing a call to San 
Jose, California. All telephone operators 
received free coffee and doughnuts one day 
from our customers, Kissinger Real Estate. 

Mickly McNulty, whose husband is 
attending the University, has transferred 
to the Lincoln traffic department. , 
Twilla Jensen left September 22 to visit 
her husband who is stationed at Fort Bliss, 
Texas. ... Lulu Doher was in such a dither 
the other day from getting a diamond ring, 
that she answered a call “Dohers,” instead 
of “number, please.” . Elaine Fringer 
and Emily Jo Noren have completed their 
toll training. . .. Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Kubat have returned from a three weeks’ 
vacation visiting in Portland, Oregon... . 
Olga Andersen has returned from her vaca- 
tion. She spent most of her time going to 
fairs. . . . Irene Oltman’s husband, Dale, 
has been released from the Army. They 
left this week for Texas to visit her brother. 


Sutton Area 
Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


We have had quite a number of vaca- 
tioners during the past month. Mr .and 
Mrs. E. A. Moorhead and daughter visited 
relatives at Weiser, Idaho. Also did some 
sight seeing at Glacier National Park and 
Yellowstone. ... Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Hun- 
zeker and Debbie traveled to Arizona and 
California. They saw some of the ruins 
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at Bakersfield, California, caused by the 
recent earthquakes. ... J. H. Mankamyer 
spent his vacation at home, enjoying that 
favorite sport—fishing. . . . Phil Eckles 
and his brother, Bill, started out for New 
Jersey to get another brother, John. How- 
ever, they were forced to turn back before 
they reached their destination, when Bill 
became ill and was unable to continue the 
trip. ... Don Firme recently spent a week 
end at Lake Andes, South Dakota, fishing. 

Norma Nuss is wearing a_ beautiful 
diamond from Cleon Ochsner, a former 
employee of the Hastings plant department. 


York Area 
Beverly Smith, Correspondent 


Five girls of our traffic and commercial 
departments have received diamond rings 
this month. Lavonna Graff, commercial de- 
partment, became the bride of Maurice 
Philson on September 28. Maurice is a 
student at the University of Nebraska. ... 
Ardie Burhoop, traffic department, is the 
bride-to-be of Ralph Epke of York. No 
definite wedding date has been set... . 
Joyce Tegler is proudly wearing a diamond 
given her by Jim Weyenberg of Glenvil, 
Nebraska. Elsie Wiemer is engaged 
to Don Ramsey of York, and Barbara Jones 
is the future Mrs. Alvin Bolt. Alvin is 
with the Marine Corps stationed at Ocean- 


side, California. . . . Duane Grove and fam- 
ily spent a week at Humboldt, Nebraska, 
visiting Mrs. Grove’s parents. . . . The 


employees of the telephone company en- 
joyed cake, ice cream and coffee in the base- 
ment for Dan Smith who is moving to 
Beatrice to become district wire chief. A 
camp stove was presented to Mr. Smith as 
a farewell gift. Congratulations and good 
luck, Dan. . . . We wish to welcome Ster- 
ling Nelson, formerly of Auburn, as our 
new area manager. 
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Mass TWAIN once said that every- 
1 body talks about the weather but 
nobody does anything about it. 


Wills are pretty much like the 
weather in this respect. Most of us 
think about having one made, or won- 
der if we need one. But then we do 
nothing about it, except promise our- 
selves that we will look into it some 
day soon. For many, unfortunately 
and sometimes disastrously, that day 
never comes. 

Others, almost equally negligent, may 
have a will but have neglected to re’ 
vise it as conditions change. Marriages, 
births, deaths, the nature or amount 
of the estate—all of these things and 
many others may require the revision 
of the terms of a will. 

The following information gives 
answers to some of the questions that 
may be in your mind about this im- 
portant matter: 

Why do I need a will? 

A will allows you, within certain 
limits, to dispose of your property as 
you see fit after your death. It permits 
you to make specific provision, in the 
manner in which you want it, for your 
own family’s conditions or needs. A 
will also prevents inequalities that often 
arise from sudden or unexpected death. 

What happens if I die without a 
will? 

The disposition of your property 
would then be made in accordance with 
a Nebraska law. The law provides first 
for the payment of expenses of last 
illness and funeral, taxes, debts, family 
allowances and administration of estate. 

Your remaining property would then 
be divided among your kin according 
to a set formula which depends upon 
whether you have a surviving spouse, 
surviving children, grandchildren, par- 
ents, grandparents or other “collateral 
kindred.” 

Examples would run into the hun- 
dreds. But here are two common ones: 

If you are married and have no chil- 
dren or their descendants, your wife 
or husband would get only one-half. 
The other half would go to your blood 
relatives. 


lf You Need One, Now 
Is the Time to Make It 


If you are married and have two or 
more children and the survivor is the 
parent of all of them, then one-third 
goes to your wife or husband and two- 


thirds is divided equally among the 
children. 


Is a will expensive? 

No. A simple will usually costs $10 
to $20. Complications or involved situ- 
ations may raise the cost. 

May I dispose of my property in 
any way I wish by a will? 

Almost, but not quite. If you are 
married, you may not completely ex- 
clude your surviving spouse. Under 
Nebraska law, the surviving spouse 
may always claim one-fourth to one- 
half of the estate, depending upon the 
number of surviving children. There 
are also some other restrictions. 


Is joint tenancy a substitute for a 
will? 

It is in the same sense that a size 
34 suit will fit all men. It will fit some 
but not others. 

If you want to leave everything to 
a certain person, your spouse usually, 
you may need no will. For instance, if 
stock, savings bonds, real estate, sav- 
ings and checking accounts are jointly 
held by the husband and wife, they go 
directly to the survivor, will or no will. 

However, there are other factors to 
think about. For example, if you and 
your wife should die in the same acci- 
dent the jointly-held property would 
go to the one who died last. Relatives 
of that one would then inherit the 
estate. Relatives of the other would 
be left out. A will with a “common 
disaster” clause will take care of such 
situations. Such a will stipulates where 
the property shall go if husband and 
wife both die within a stated period 
of time, 30 days for example. 


Another point to remember is that 
by a joint tenancy you may, under some 
circumstances, effect an irrevocable gift 
of what may constitute a half interest 
in your property to the other joint 
owner. To change this may be difficult 
or impossible. A will, on the other 
hand, may be changed as often as you 
wish. 
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What is the effect of a will on life 
insurance? 

If a life insurance policy is payable 
to an individual, the will of the insured 
has no effect on the proceeds. How- 
ever, if the policy is payable to the 
estate of the insured, the proceeds can 
be directed by will. 


Must I leave my children at least 
$1.00 each? 


No, not even a cent. However, to 
show this is your desire, you should 
include a statement in your will some- 
thing like this, “I have intentionally 
made no provision for my son, John.” 


Does a will make for more probate 
expense? 


No. It costs no more to administer 
an estate where there is a will than 
where there is not. Often it will cost 
less and almost always will be done 
with less delay. 


What are the legal requirements 
of a will? 


They vary in different states. In 
Nebraska: 


1. You must be of age. 

You must be of sound mind. 
Your will must be in writing. 
Your will must be witnessed by 
two qualified witnesses and exe- 
cuted according to formalities 
fixed by law. 


Can I make my will without an 
attorney? 


You can, but it isn’t advisable. 

If you aren’t fussy you might try 
to fill a tooth, fit your own glasses or 
remove your child’s tonsils. However, 
if you want these things done properly 
and professionally you would go to a 
dentist or a doctor. 

It’s the same with a will. This in- 
volves judgment and knowledge which 
can be obtained only by professional 
training and study. A lawyer can give 
you this assistance without much cost. 


Don’t put it off. 
The important thing is this—if you 
want and need a will, or if your will 
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needs revising, get it done now. If 


you put it off you may be gambling 
with your family’s future. High stakes 
indeed when it is so easy to be sure. 


$) at Christmas time. 


Pfc. D. H. Anderson, US 55172408 
2nd Sig. Co., Const., 2nd Inf. Div. 
APO 248, % Postmaster 

San Francisco, Calif. 


Weston D. Anderson, F. A. 
Brks. 513, Div. DH 
San. Fran. Grp. Pac. Res. Flt., Navy Yd. 
San Francisco 24, Calif. 


| C. P. Arnold, ADAA 3189887 
US Naval Air Station 
Patnxent River, Md. 


| William C. Baker 
| MacArthur Drive, % Carrier 21 
| Alexandria, La. 


Sgt. Don J. Bauer, 1154193 


MAG 11, Comm. MCAS 
Edenton, No. Carolina 


Pvt. James H. Bauer 
Company 20 
Camp Gordon, Georgia 


Pvt. J. F. Becker, US 55251333 
Btry. A, 9th Tn. Bn., AAA, RTC 
Fort Bliss, Texas 
R. H. Berggren, FN 332-24-83 
| USS Leyte, CV 32, Div. E, FPO 
| New York, N. Y. 
Capt. Eugene W. Burchess 
8th Air Rescue Sadn. 
Camp Carson, Colo. 
| Robert G. Cardwell 
1924 Starnes St. 
Augusta, Ga. 


2nd Lt. R. A. Childs, 02105101 
Box 224, ACO, M5 
Camp Gordon, Georgia 


R. D. Clark, FC 1C USNR 


« Pac. Res. Fleet, US Naval Sta. 
Long Beach Group 


Long Beach, Calif. 


Pfc. R. W. Clark, AF 17309191 
452nd Maint. Sqdn. 
Det. 2, APO 950, % Postmaster 
San Francisco, Calif. 
A/2C F. M. Condos, AF 27728400 


132 Communications 


Alexandria AFB, La. 


Set. A. L. Debacker, US 55051258 
Co. D, 47 Engr. Cam. Bn. 
Ft. Riley, Kansas 

Pfc. R. N. Devries, 17327242 
Co. E, 110 Inf. Regt., 28 Div., 
APO 111, % Postmaster 
New York, N. Y. 

A/1C Ivan E. Doran, AF 17287005 
3771 Students Sq., Bks. 381 
Sampson AFB, New York 


ahs The following list contains the names and addresses of employees 
| now in military service. You will find many of your friends and former 
co-workers among them. They will welcome a card or letter from you 


Pvt. R. M. Drake, AF 177286814 
807 TAC, Con. Sqd., Bx 377, APO 61 
%P. M., New York, N. Y. 


Pvt. John W. Eckles, 55172934 
Co. M., Stu. Regt., 
Ft. Monmouth, N. J. 


S/Sgt. R. L. Eno, AF 17309369 
Hg. Sad. Section, Hq. AFMTC 
Patrick AFB 


Cocoa, Florida 


Pvt. C. T. Fredrickson, US 56103830 
Co. C., 23rd AIB, 7th Arm. Div. 
Camp Roberts, Calif. 


Pvt. Joe Garrett, US 55172949 
40th Signal Co., 40th Inf. Div. 
APO 6, % Postmaster 
San Francisco, Calif. 


A/1C James E. Geist, AF 17286852 
6610 ABG, APO 863, % P. M. 
New York, N. Y. 


Pvt. Loal A. Genrich, US 55251226 
Co. B, 832nd EAB 
Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo. 


E. W. Gifford, SR 319-17-06 
Co. 52-784, USNTC 
San Diego 3, Calif. 


Dale W. Gray 
247 No. 7th St. 
Seward, Nebr. 


Charles W. Hayes, 319-01-41 
USTC Chandler, % FPO 


San Francisco, Calif. 


Pvt. Lyle V. Higgins, VS 55251285 
Co. B., 77th AID 
Camp Roberts, Calif. 


Pfc. Wayne L. Higgins, US 55208122° 
7718 Hq. & Hq. Co., Bks. 2 
USAR Evr. Sig. Sch., APO 177, % P. M. 
New York, New York 


Pfc. Carl P. Jones, AF 27728307 
132 Motor Veh. Sqd. Dow AFB 


Bangor, Maine 


Marvin E. Joosten, [C3 
E. Div. USS Noble, APA 218 
S% FPO, San Francisco, Cal. 


E. J. Jungck, C/P 318-44-53 
Navy 943, Bx 30, CBD 1506, Hut 2-76 
S% FPO, San Francisco, Cal. 


A/2C Ross Lane, Jr., 17301768 
6th Tr. Carr. Sq. H, Bx 233, APO 704 
% P. M., San Francisco, Cal. 
A/B K. E. Lanspa, AF 27720884 
Flt. 327, 3286 BMTS 
Parks AFB, Calif. 
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Pvt. Merle A. Lohmeier, US 55275930 
Svc. Btry. 35, FA Bn., 10 Inf. Div. 
Ft. Riley, Kansas 


Donna R. Longstaff, SR 3191631 
Co. 74, W. Rec. Trng. W 
U. S. Naval Training Center 
Bainbridge, Md. 


Corp. Ronald M. Martin 
1506 E. 21 St. 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 
Set. Jay H. McDowell, 1154192 USMC 
Camp Pendleton 
Oceanside, California 


Pfc. Earl E. Meese, RA 17286796 
819 Aspen Street N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Pfc. Max L. Melvin, AF 17309438 
314th Food Service Sqdn. 

Box 184, Stewart AFB 
Smyrna, Tennessee 

Pvt. Wayne K. Menze, US 55250474 
Btry. C., 8th Tng. Bn., Basic 
AAA, RTC 4052, ASU 
Fort Bliss, Texas 

A/C William D. Minich, AF 17328928 
6160 Comm. Sad., Box 31, APO 929 
% P. M., San Francisco, Calit. 


Capt. F. W. Morris 
400 South 41 Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

A/2C Robert E. Nygard, 17355800 
Sth Comm. Const. Sq., Box 95 
Tinker Air Force Base 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Cleon F. Ochsner, AF 17349682 
1969 AACS Sq., APO 196, % P. M. 
New York, New York 

Pfc. Lee G. Rising, RA 17277360 
Instr. Co. C, STR*TSESS 
Camp Gordon, Georgia 

A/1C Howard W. Robinette, AF 17302539 
1608 ABG, Hq. & Hq. Sq. 
APO 406, % P. M. 
New York, New York 

Gilbert V. Royer, MML:1 
69 Southridge Rd., Bldg. 5, Sec. C 
San Francisco 24, California 

Set. J. K. Schleiger, 17277359 
408 N. W. 21st Street 
Mineral Wells, Texas 

Norris M. Schmeltzer, 319-04-07 
Company 52-0312, USNTC 
San Diego, California 

Ralph R. Schweitzer 
MCB #9, % FPO 
San Francisco, California 

Pvt. James C. Selko, US 55172428 
Telephone & Typewriter OPS Co. 
50th Sig. Bn. Corps, APO 14, % FPO 
San Francisco, California 


(Continued on Page 5) 


Some of the hunters actually went hunting and brought back proof of it. At left, Bruce 
Sievers is holding up a pheasant while Kent Eno and Ralph Connors dress other birds bagged 
by the group. Claude Helm is standing at left. The men at right are enjoying one of Burr 
Hughes’ stories as they wait for the steaks to get done. Left to right, Bob Gray, Merle Hale, 
Bob Leary and Bruce Sievers. 


Pioneers Go Hunting=—Eat Steaks 


HE sound of the winding horn and 
cries of “Yoicks, Yoicks,” echoed 
through the Blue River valley on Sat- 
urday, October 25, as Pioneer hunts- 
men matched wits with our feathered 
friends, and a few persistent fishermen 
shivered on the river bank vainly try- 
ing to entice a last unwary fish into 
the deep fat of a frying pan. The re- 
sults were only fair but the Pioneers 
didn’t mind. For them the day was 
only beginning. 


With the setting of the sun all trails 
turned toward Hughes Brothers cabin 
west of Seward, the scene of the 
Pioneers’ Hunting Stag. It was the first 
affair of its kind to be staged by the 
Chapter, and one that will never 
descend into the limbo of forgotten 
things. The stag was a brain-child of 
Claude Helm’s venerable social com- 
mittee. 


At the cabin the weary sportsmen 
were joined by a less hardy—or per- 


Seward and Lincoln. They came in 
their Sunday clothes to join the fun. 
Thirty strong, they watched the inch- 
thick T-bone steaks snap and sizzle on 
the huge outdoor grill. The cooks. 
Edwin Imig and Lester Ost, of Hughes 
Brothers, and Ray Baldwin of LT€&T, 
have unlocked most of the secrets in 
the culinary art. The meal they set 


The king size grill near the cabin drew 
many interested observers and dispensers of 
advice. Waiching the inch-thick steaks turn 
brown are Bob Gray, Ed Imig, Lester Ost, 
Claude Helm, M. W. Franklin, Asa Waters, 
EF. E. Behm, Ray Baldwin and George Brust. 


before the hungry horde will be praised 
by 30 lusty voices for many days to 
come, 


The early evening was spent at cards 
and reminiscences. Also on the agenda 
was the inevitable choral group that 
waxed and waned from a trio to an 
octette and back to a solo before its 
voice was stilled. Unlike most cabin 
parties, the Hunting Stag adjourned 
at an early hour. Most of its partici- 
pants surprised their spouses by being 
home long before midnight. 


Chairman Asa Waters, of the mem- 
bership committee, brought the good 
tidings that ten eligible employees of 
the Hughes Brothers organization had 
been received into membership in the 
Frank H. Woods Chapter. They are: 
J. W. Ankermann, Richard D. Dennis, 
Ben H. Hughes, H. Burr Hughes, John 
R. Hughes, Ted R. Hughes, Erwin J. 
Imig, Edwin P. Imig, Ralph G. York 
and Ross E. Gillan. The company has 
been identified with the telephone in- 
dustry for many years as manufacturers 
of pole line fixtures. 


New Seward Wire Chief 
flies appointment of Gerald C. Ship- 


ley as wire chief at Seward was 
announced recently by Max C. Walker, 
eastern district manager. The wire 
chief’s position was 
formerly held by 
Joseph M. Abrams, 
but has not been 
filled since his 
transfer to the 
Mead Ordnance 
plant in December, 
1951, and his sub- 
sequent retirement 
last July. Mr. Ship- 
ley has accumu- 
lated four years telephone experience 
with LT&T, all of it at Seward. His 
first employment was as groundman in 
the local plant department in Novem- 
ber, 1948. Exactly one year later he 
received the classification as switchman 
and has held that position at Seward 
until the time of his present promotion. 


Gerald C. Shipley 


Doris Marie Smith of the Auburn traffic 
department became the bride of Fayne 
Peterson on September 20 at the Christian 
Church Parsonage in Auburn. 


The marriage of Addalene Lorensen of 
the Lincoln traffic department and Tom B. 
Christian took place October 4 in Monte- 
bello, California. 


James W. Cruickshank, district clerk in the 
Eastern District Office at Lincoln, and Bar- 
bara Bartak were united in marriage on Oc- 
tober 18 at the Grace Lutheran Church at 
West Point, Nebraska. 
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My Job As A Telephone Operator 


By MARY ORMAND 


Lincoln Traffic Department 


HE whirl of pre-graduation activ- 
ities left little time for objective 
thinking about my approaching re- 
quirement to find employment in the 
business world. Parties, senior picnics, 
class plays and so forth, were obscur- 
ing the future beautifully until that 
graduation night as I sat with the rest 
of my class awaiting my name to be 
called to receive my diploma. 

Suddenly, as I was listening to the 
class valedictorian, I realized I was now 
an adult member of my family with the 
obligation to fill a place of credit in 
this world—but what to do—or where 
would I start? Then, I remembered a 
recent conversation I had had with a 
friend, who was employed as an oper- 
ator at the telephone company. She 
seemed very happy and pleased with 
her work, and told me of different 
phases of her job which aroused my 
interest. I decided to see if there might 
be an opening for an operator. I must 
confess some apprehension—would they 
consider me? Would they want to 
“bother” with just a high school girl? 

I was soon to be set at ease by the 
kindly, courteous personnel director 
and found myself answering questions 
easily, exacting though they were: ap- 
pearance, height and weight, good 
health, education and age, which was in 
my favor, as I was just out of high 
school. As could be expected, voice 
was one of the matters most stressed. 
Permanency was also emphasized. As 
I later learned, the cost to the company 
for training an Operator is approxi- 
mately $360.00. This made me won- 
der if I was making good. 

The personnel director then accom- 
panied me to the traffic department and 
introduced me to the Chief Operator, 
and my experience here added to my 
favorable impressions of the company. 
The test which she gave me was to 
determine the legibility of my hand- 
writing and aptitude at spelling. Work- 
ing schedules were explained to me 
and then I was given the application 
form to fill out and told when to 
report for work. 

On my first day at work, my feeling 
of strangeness was relieved when I saw 
myself grouped with girls of my own 


age, which I soon learned is a policy 
of the company. The chief operator 
took us to the cafeteria for a company 
treat of coffee and rolls. We were 
assigned a locker and given our key, 
regulations of the company were ex- 
plained, arrangements for compensation 
when ill, paid vacations, discount on 
home telephone, hospitalization and 
group insurance, the outside activities 


available to us such as bowling, volley- 
ball, softball, chorus, etc, 


Well, I was ready for my first job 
which gave me a feeling of mingled joy 
and importance. I shall never forget 
the thrill of my first call! I timidly 
answered my first long distance signal, 
proceeded to put up my connection to 
a distant town with the help of my 
teacher and was oh so proud when it 
was completed. Our personal aim is to 
complete each call and we exhaust all 
available means to that end. 

My surroundings and comfort have 
been well taken care of. A well heated 
building in winter with the telephone 
company successfully vying with the 
other business houses of Lincoln in 
keeping up the tradition of our city’s 
being the most air-conditioned of any 
city in the Middlewest, in the summer. 

The cafeteria, closely adjacent to the 
operating room, where meals and 
lunches are served all day is also no 
small part of our interest and affords 
many a pleasant contact as well as re- 
freshment. The coke and candy ma- 
chines and the amusement rooms in the 
basement, where games may be played, 
are well patronized places. 

Last, but not least, added to the 
many thoughtful little courtesies tried 
out for our enjoyment, has been soft 
music while we work, which we do 
greatly enjoy. 

Finally, I would like to say that I 


i Miss Ormand is a 
e | service assistant in 
the Lincoln traffic 
department. She 
wrote this story re- 
cently for the Sower, 
a magazine published 

#4 by the Y.W.C.A., and 
= » ym has kindly permitted 
‘Mary C, Ormana the News to reprint it. 
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have been with the telephone com- 
pany for 10 years. I would not change 
my job at all. and would like to say 
that my work at the telephone com- 
pany, besides being remunerative in a 
highly comparable sense, is pleasant 
and inspirational and a feeling of se- 
curity is promoted by the knowledge 
that the telephone company has the 
interest of its employees at heart! 


PEOPLE IN UNIFORM 


(Continued from Page 3) 


A/2C Arthur R. Sharp, AF 17327235 
Hq. Sq. Serv. 3510 
Flying Training Group, Box 161 
Randolph Field, Texas 


Pfc. Gordon L. Sinner, 1317316 
Engr. Co., 2nd Bn., 9th Mar. 
3rd Marine Div., FMF 


Camp Pendleton, California 


C. E. Smith, Rmn 2, SS 
VSS Sea Fox, SS 402, FPO 


San Francisco, California 


A/B Albert L Spaulding, AF 17367314 
Flt. 277, BMTS Sad. 3277 
Parks Air Force Base 


Pleasanton, California 


R. W. Tejcka, Ptg. 2 
B Division 
USS Bon Homme Richard CV 31, % FPO 
San Francisco, California 
Sgt. James H. Tice, 55173144 
C Batt., 57th Fa. Bn., APO 7, % P. M. 
San Francisco, California 
Capt. George A. Wasson, 0972022 
Co. A, 23rd Sig. Const. Bn., APO 301 
S P. M., San Francisco, California 
Pvt. Wallace J. Weber, RA 17349111 
Co. A, 70 Hoy Tk. Bn., APO 201, % P.M. 
San Francisco, California 
Sgt. Leonard K. White, US 55077883 
Hq. Bat., 330th Field Art. Bat. 
APO 46, % P. M. 
New York, New York 
M. Witt, US Navy 
ei McCoy Reynolds, DE 440, FPO 
San Francisco, California 
Cpl. Donald H. Young, US 55009891 


Co. A, 5th Cav. Regt. . 
ist Cavalry Div., APO 201, S% P.M. 


San Francisco, California 


Death Takes A. E. Holt 
and Amelia Aden 


= 


A, E. Holt Amelia Aden 


N October 22, Andrew E. Holt, 71, 

died at the home of his daughter 
at Fort Wayne, Indiana. “Andy,” as 
he was affectionately known, first ap- 
pears in telephone history in April, 
1910, as commercial manager for the 
Nebraska Bell Company at Geneva. He 
came to LT&@T with the purchase of 
the exchange in 1912, remaining as 
commercial and non-functional manager 
until 1926 when he transferred to York 
as combinationman. He was made sales 
representative in 1930 and during the 
years of drought and depression made 
an enviable mark in telephone service 
sales. He retired on pension in 1940, 
but in August, 1942, returned to lend 
his experience and a helping hand dur- 
ing the war as combinationman at 
David City. Following his second re- 
tirement in September, 1946, Mr. Holt 
traveled extensively, dividing his resi- 
dence among David City; Fort Wayne, 
Indiana; Imperial Beach, California, and 
ux, Arizona. He was a Mason 
and a charter member of the Frank H. 
Woods Pioneer Chapter. 

Amelia Aden, former Wilber chief 
operator, died following an operation 
in a Lincoln hospital on October 25, 
She was 66 years of age and had been 
in ill health for several years. Miss 
Aden’s telephone service record also 
began with the Bell organization, hav- 
ing been employed as evening operator 
at her home town, University Place, in 
March, 1906. After the consolidation 
of competing exchanges of that town 
by the Lincoln Telephone and Tele- 
graph Company in 1912, Miss Aden 
was selected as evening chief operator, 
a position she held until the conversion 
of the exchange to dial operation in 
1923. A brief period of employment 
in the Jincoln operating room was fol- 


lowed by her appointment as Wahoo 
chief operator in July, 1923. Ten years 
later she established her home at Wil- 
ber where she served as chief operator 
until her retirement in March, 1944. 
Twice she returned to active employ- 
ment to aid in handling war time com- 


munications but ill health finally forced 
her to discontinue her duties in July, 
1945. Her sister, Anne, meanwhile 
succeeded her as chief operator of the 
exchange. Miss Aden was a member 


of the Frank H. Woods Chapter, Inde- 
pendent Telephone Pioneer Association. 
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A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Accounting 
Richard. D.. Sinclair... Messengers. cde ke EnCana eee cae clase: September 29 
Commercial 
Gertrude Butler.............. C) ( : | Seen eae ae Fac) cl ch eee mee Cee Oe cE October 10 
Pieanore Mi, Ie ardines.. Clr eisccsscpcsvccvavsasonissaxesess |e vcr Leg | = ane ORES aE ts ERTIES SE October 20 
Elva E. Mares............---- SF ae Ne TC ON espe acct ach eag Vege access October 1 
Engineering 
Robert Brinton............... Drape AR ce. 5c5 sl eopatsiocs | ero 2) | ¢ eee ene AO Ree Rie eee Ey October 20 
Plant 
Nerda 2B. Abnetsc25.c PBB bs COO esa ge cncisans DAB CO ocaeaitiniseincveccsnecameseeccatscuess) October 3 
Richard Brunkow........... Ground Man. -cvnceccceccdenceces I =| bi 5 0) 0 eR eR nT REA October 7 
Thomas L. Clapper........ Groundman...............-----. DiGi oe oa ss cen tae eas October 15 
Ronald L. Cotton.......... PL Oishi acsonchueod esis DOO tee oo tected October 13 
Norbert Forsman........... DIGI VOL. cnccsncnacvacociudessbcpasun BEI soso ccd oni os cc So meeasieocseede October 23 
Sharon D. Hanau........... CsPOUNE MAG. deecuceeaudon SE CASTE Piso) ones) oc- cs aun endnan conaneucien October 20 
Naomi J. Harriman....... Service Operator............ ECON yacecsh ge ped ects sc svananenceaatele October 6 
Darrell F. Neemann...... SrOUmd Mati cc ieenca, BY EOCUBC wsenivedise ceed acenereaetisecee September 30 
Laverne F. Pekarek........ | 0) See ae Nn ae PAO ste oe, can a caneceytcepeneres October 13 
Hygh E: Rice, [ricco Fs eee eee PCO cee xanacrunsidectonierccwaonte nested September 29 
Donald R; Scharle......... PAD OINA Toe ens [Ba cs 5 |) 1 eer ae Re Ee OF BSED RO ete October 6 
Dorothy J. Shear........... Service Operator............ | 2 (6) Lc nee ne NT nT ee Sean October 6 
Keita I. Statey .cicccscis. GrOuna matty cdc Ls 1 [(c |b : eRe ae mnRR RE ronan ER September 29 
Arthur W. Stokes........... COPOUINO TAD sheientseceueecs: LB (race ||: ae ene eam cee ReneS eee October 7 
Robert Van Winkle ...... CSEOUTIO TA Tho nac hcccsenscecsnns | Fe 2,6) 0c nce ae gC CO re October 13 
Lee Wiehe tice ecco cese, Groundman..............--.---- DCO eco aiesclabins Saslo acess October 15 
Wm. C. Wlaschin.......... UITOUNCINGN sicko csens |e 3t Gh) eee eR eC OE September 30 
Traffic 
Donna M. Buckley......... Gor cs g: no) eee nee en BL es cacsnaeie oeipeene uaaidaaancnostonnd October 10 
Agnes M. Buller............ CODETALOT. s caireniasnsaecerescsces OU ice tereencvalenauleas saved ea bideeednti September 30 
Patricia L. Colwell.......... CG POCO cue enserees panne’ Ta UBT ssc deosseccs ce vascesselasvailedeaveres October 17 
Gene Campbell.....000....... RSE TALOL evdiceuserccieusmassyas LB; bole) ) | eee RC ene neon ge eee Nn er October 20 
Virginia B. Cotner......... CUP EPAtO Es ceisesiisedevcrsscen OT cheniiiia ccna tae tun sence one October 6 
Arlene Dobson............... CD PELAtOR: cidiccsecteecadeeeans MATEO Vice cn noxacsceavcnsiuontiariieonevexencaela October 20 
Bessie A. Freeman......... @ yl.) 5) Deaae mene ee [Ev (x 6 | c- See eee e RT  eae RAO Orn October 7 
Verna L. Freeman......... CV CTACOE odin ohectectelernderre | (c(i I October 7 
Madonna J. Gaddis........ fol c 3:17 5, ne REO oat ccscansiecaceranand Lacxandevanacenins October 6 
Lucy I. Green... CIP OTA cee as Wd OSE eet e oe hceclale snes baad October 14 
Elsie K. Hendon............ CSP EFAUOT oc: cestensieeersriccds ECC ig. ed ewer caueinsaaieseacwavcmesesen October 20 
A. June Johnson............ Operator.......100-cc0s-ccesns-00 PAICOUIEY cAcccicccltastindsna tees October 21 
Freda M. Keller............. Dc) i¢: 0, eee a eee eee 5 oS oR AORN aE SE October 19 
Mildred L. Kelley.......... CODY AGO Es ovecccssetsadcecesss LTA Cit ca | |; ene ee ee ee A ene a October 13 
Erma L. Massa............... OSE To sees cectcuces ECON ee oii Stes strc eccae ened! October 27 
Verna M. Pantier........... Operator 20 see. SUT RIOT a uitiva csvastncd ta ucnadnsenecea ds September 29 
Lorene. 1. Peters..s.:0.4.0, CO BOTA cess eicecessidcodss Dy CACE ICE cc siccdceucer crcsacotea ide caiveewiaees: October 7 
cs ae ON a» 5) ee ORT OVP TABOR a dcuscdestieeeceeeact: LEH Wf at | 0) One Oem ER mE September 29 
Helen L. Rauth..:........-.- RIDGRICOE. nse cece BRIO coast otsecanaeraneave whee etaws rece Oeeak October 13 
Marjorie J. Rentschler...Operator..........20..22002000--. PPE NE Fiisicscsvlo win scusesaiSccpatonuensnsiccanons October 13 
Dorothy J. Sader........... CDEP AON ie svsisnavicnseeeccs Te PAGS So eet alan ans aka hea tecueneacsuien October 13 
Vivian J. Snow.............. Gyo] 5: 7 0) gee aa eee PR ABEN OG. cixnososcnanaaveveshs Eee ia taass October 14 
Barbara J. Stoltz............ ROB PATOL «cis hccccunsesatvareins [ST ves 2 |; eee ee ee ee ne OW ne October 13 
Doris M. Ward.............. OP OPATO Ric eccscnceveicassess Lie CT 8 | 9124 2 nn Ce Pa October 13 
Barbara Wells................. COT ALOR ccs svalevtnncicss decors PE ASUII OG ou scnccinaxaseaneordnn beccesonevenaniven October 13 
Helen S. Wurtele........... Bec 1s) oe crn Ys 9) 11 | Aa ete ae October 7 
~<ff 6 Jeo 
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A Very Great Risk 
[ YOU live within your family in- 


come, pay all your bills and put away 
even a little money regularly, you are 
building financial strength. 

But if you have to spend even a 
nickel a week more than your income, 
you're heading for financial ill-health 
because you’re gradually losing ground. 

That five cents a week represents the 
difference between a healthy financial 
condition and an unhealthy one. 

It’s the same with our company. 

The increase in rates we need to keep 
financially sound is not much. To our 
individual customers it means only a 
few cents a month. 

But the risks we run by charging 
rates that aren't adequate are very 
great. 

And once “financial illness” sets in 
—once we start losing ground—the dis- 
ease is mighty serious. 

It’s been fatal to countless businesses. 
The ounce of prevention in the form 
of reasonable rate increases will be 
worth many pounds of cure. 
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New Five Year Service Pins 
OMETHING new has been added in 


company service emblems. Five 
year pins made their appearance this 
month for the first time and were pre- 
sented to more than 300 employees in 
all departments. People receiving pins 
had service records ranging from five 
years to nine years and 11 months. 
Hereafter, five year pins, or buttons if 
you prefer this type, will be given to 


employees each month as five year 
anniversaries are attained. 

The presentation of company service 
emblems began in December, 1946. 
Until now they have been received by 
employees with 10 or more years of 
service and thereafter in multiples of 
five years. Jeweled mountings add to 
the value and attractiveness of emblems 
of 20 or more years. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Telephone Employees Mutual Bene- 
fit Association during the month of 


October: 


Primary members: Oscar Lewis, Lincoln 
Supply, $148.00; J, N. Moore, Lincoln Supply, 
$140.00; A. B. Gorman, Lincoln General Com- 
mercial, $37.75; W. A. Weygint, Lincoln Sup- 
ply, $25.00; Blanche E, Logan, Lincoln Gen- 
eral Traffic, $5.00; Veltha B. Poggemeyer, 
Nebraska City Traffic, $45.05; C. G. Hedstrom, 
Lincoln Pensioner, $61.50; H. F. Hansen, David 
City Plant, $52.10; Berthamae Ward, Lincoln 
Accounting, $53.60; Virginia B. Stoner, Lincoln 
Traffic, $121.00; Darlene M. Schulte, Te- 
cumseh Traffic, $62.10; Gary Clifford, Lincoln 
Engineering, $7.50; Clyde Burge, Beatrice 
Executive, $256.00; Mary G, Trumble, Lincoln 
Traffic, $10.00; Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward 
Traffic, $220.50; R. C. Parsons, Lincoln Pen- 
sioner, $116.00; Geroldene M. Donaldson, Fair- 
bury Traffic, $15.00; H. M. Studier, Lincoln 
General Plant, $7.50; V,. A. Purbaugh, Lin- 
coln Supply, $161.15; Verna Alexander, Lin- 
coln Commercial, $9.00. 


Dependents: Daryl Shipp, Lincoln, $12.00; 
Mrs. W. J. Knudson, Lincoln, $105.00; Paul 
Haith, Humboldt, $176.81; Mrs. R, L. Wenzel, 
Lincoln, $7.50; James D. Green, Lincoln, 
$128.02. 
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Over The Top Again 
| Fackaeeeess employees again proved 


themselves good citizens and aware 
of the needs of those less fortunate in 
the community by subscribing their full 
quota in the 1952 fund raising drive 
of the Community Chest and Red 
Cross. The average subscription was 
$8.00 with 94% of the employees 
participating. 

Much of the credit for this success- 
ful effort belongs to the volunteer 
workers in the company who acted as 
solicitors and to Ken Boshart and Ray 
Baldwin who directed the campaign as 
co-chairmen. 


Volunteer solicitors were Robert 
Bowers, Don Nelson, E. G. Brehm, 
Fred Bettenhausen, George Ramsey, 
John Findley, L. C. Hutchison, Paul 
Radebaugh, Florence Tatman, H. V. 
Sieler, Lester Ellis, Richard Grant, 
Pearl Bishop, Georgia Smith, Barbara 
Miller, Kennetha Perry, Carolyn Beck- 
er, Virginia Stiles, Donna Husmann, 
Robert Clifford, Dorothy Lefler, James 
W. Cruickshank and Ivan Paddack. 


Reflecting Smiles 
SYCHOLOGY has been added to 


the new telephone system for the 
classified advertising department of the 
Cincinnati, Ohio, “Enquirer,” in an 
interesting way. 

There are 21 desks in the new in- 
stallation, each with a telephone. That’s 
not new. Each desk has a mirror at 
face level so the young lady can see 
herself. That is new! 

Said Charles Jones, classified adver- 
tising director as reported in “Editor 
and Publisher” magazine: “The pret- 
tiest picture in the world is a girl’s 
smile. Noting the reflection of her 
charms, she projects into her voice the 
smile that goes with self-satisfaction, 
and the result, advertisers tell me, is 
most pleasing.” 


JOURNEY’S END 


Deryl Beavers, husband of Neva Beavers 
of the Hebron traffic department, passed 
away October 15 in Hebron. 

Barbara Karlin, mother of Mrs. Irene 
Beights of the Lincoln Accounting Depart- 
ment, passed away October 21. Funeral 
services were held at St. Louis Catholic 
Church in Denver on October 24. 
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By Guy SEATON 


ie THE performance of your day to 
day duties you probably have ideas 
occasionally which you think might im- 
prove our present way of doing things. 
Ideas which would result in a savings 
of time or materials, increase efficiency, 
improve service, increase revenue, pro- 
vide economies or improve public 
relations. 

Our company is constantly striving 
to operate as efficiently as possible to 
the end that it can render as high a 
class of service as possible at rates 
which will be fair to the public. It is 
therefore much interested in meri- 
torious ideas and suggestions about the 
improvement of any phase of our 
business. 

To provide a convenient method of 
submitting ideas and the payment of 
cash awards for those adopted, the 
Company reinstituted the Employees 
Suggestion Plan a few years ago and 
since that time some 350 suggestions 
have been received and $1,500.00 has 
been paid in cash awards. 

The submitting of suggestions indi- 
cates that you are not doing your work 
in a purely mechanical way but are 
giving it some constructive thought, 
which is always commendable. 


When you have a suggestion you 
wish to submit you should get a sug- 
gestion form from your supervisor, 
write up your idea on this form, being 
sure that your thoughts are clearly 
explained so they can be understood by 
the suggestion committee. Sometimes a 
rough sketch or drawing will help. You 
should then put it in the company mail 
addressed to the Personnel Director at 
Lincoln. Upon receipt of it, copies will 
be made and submitted to each member 
of the committee who will give it care- 
ful and impartial consideration and 
make such investigation as may seem 
necessary to determine its practicability 
and merit as well as its originality. It 
will then be considered by the entire 


committee and if in their opinion it 

warrants adoption you will receive a 

check for the award voted you, which 

may be from $7.50 to $100.00, depend- 
ing on its merits. 

The committee is composed of the 
Personnel Director as chairman and a 
representative from the plant, traffic, 
accounting and commercial depart- 
ments. 

Suggestions on any of the following 
subiects would be appropriate: 

1. Ways to improve working con- 
ditions and promote health and 
safety practices. 

2. Ways to promote good customer 

relations. 

Ways to improve the design of 

telephone plant, equipment, tools, 

etc. 

4. Ways to reduce unnecessary pa- 
per work by simplifying or elim- 
inating records, reports and forms. 

5. Ways to improve the quality or 

increase the value of service fur- 

nished our patrons. 

Ways to save time and materials. 

Ways to improve earnings by 

producing new sources of reve- 

nue or by reducing unnecessary 
expenses. 

There is a lot of satisfaction in hav- 
ing one of your own ideas—the prod- 
uct of your own brain—put into opera- 
tion by the company. It’s proof that 
you are a valuable part of our organiza- 
tion, as it’s the man or woman with 
ideas who is vitally needed today. 
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Mr. Seaton had 
much to do with re- 
establishing the em- 
ployees suggestion ; 
plan and served for © 
several years as 
chairman of the sug- 
gestion committee. 

He retired in July 
as personnel director 
and his successor, 
Walter F. Roberts, is 
now chairman of the 
committee. 


Guy oO. Seaton 
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FIVE AWARD WINNERS 


Dan W: Smith, Beatricé:.-2cc ccc cccce Plant 
FOUR AWARD WINNERS 
DR. Gulibertson, Yorks ccit oes Plant 
Lydia Kriegshauser, Seward...............- Traffic 
Arthur By Smith? Lincola. ccc. ..cc22.2 Service 
THREE AWARD WINNERS 
BR. CG. Boling; Lincoln: cc..:50.256 Construction 
Ralph 8. Culver, Lincoln...........00022.....- Supply 
Mina V. Jorgensen, Lincoln..................-- Plant 
Dorothy: L.. Letler, Lincolnncsccccccinencs Plant 
O. L. Sturtevant, Lincoln.......... General Plant 
TWO AWARD WINNERS 
John Backstrom, Lincoln.............. Accounting 
‘Te ®. Biarr, Tlastine ssi. csceeoidoien Plant 
Ruth Clark, Lincoln...... General Commercial 
Welton E. Grant, Lincoln.................--- Supply 
Geo. W. Hansen, Lincoln............ Construction 
Grace Hauschild, Lincoln............ Accounting 
Pie’ Toe STON: David: Cig isesccscte tin vecsesceess Plan 
William R. Knee, Lincoln...............---+- Supply 
Alvina Miller, Lincoln.................. Accounting 
(. H, Palingiatst; Lincoln scscccsndcctcan. Service 
Lyle: "T,. Piper: ¥ GFleicisncncies. Construction 
Howard Spahnle, Lincoln....Genl. Commercial 
W. H. Webster, Lincoln..................-- Service 
E. Wedgwood, Lincoln................--..--+- Service 
L. C. Williams; Stromsburg.............-.----- Plant 
ONE AWARD WINNERS 
Fred Adkins, Sutton..................-- Commercial 
Verna Alexander, Lincoln..Local Commercial 
Moreane I. Alldritt, Hastings............-- Traffic 
G. C. Artz, Lincoln..........cccc0eeeeee- Construction 
F. J. Barnett, Lincoln.... Warehouse (Garage) 
Ernest M. Barney, Lincoln...............----- Plant 
Mrs. Norma H. Burt, Lincoln............ Service 


Perry J. Caldwell, Lincoln........ General Plant 
Vern Campbell, David City....Non-Functional 


Eunice Carlson, Lincoln...............- Accounting 
George Damon, Humboldt..............-.---- Plant 
J. A. Dobbs, Lincoin.................... Engineering 
Laura Douty, Seward......00....2.cccccsee0eeeee* Plant 
E. A. Dulin, Lincoln...............0..c0c.c200+- Service 
John Eisenbarth, Lincoln...........- Construction 
Vv. E, Embrey, Hastings chee: dud Vata touaieunus lant 
R. H. Fischer, Lincoln....Service Department 
Geo. A. Fleck, Hastings » cae le ialgeasnecaaas Plant 
E. Ls Flowerday, Hastings Gey hen ine a las Plant 
T. G. Goldenstein, Lincoln.........- Engineering 


A. B. Gorman, Lincoln..General Commercial 


Patricia L. Gourley, Superior..........---- Traffic 
Annetta I. Griess, Lincoln...........------- Traffic 
Genevieve M. Griffin, Lincoln........---- Traffic 


Wilma Grupe, Lincoln.......... General Traffic 


D. Guthrie & E. M. Barney, 


ANC OUEY es oak oo oak oe sy arch General Plant 
Ivan C. Haith, Humboldt...............---+----- Plant 
F. D. Hamilton, Lincoln....Local Commercial 
John ‘W.. Hartz, Lincoln...:.ccciasetmess- Supply 
C. W. Helm, Lincoln..............c.cc0eee 0022" Service 
Gerald R. Henderson, Lincoln..........-- Supply 
B. L. Herzog, PLASEIN BS oc. sedsegasencniadvente Plant 
John M. Hobson, Lincoln.......... Construction 
Wm. H. Husing, Tecumseh.......------+--++-- Plant 


Mrs. Barbara Huston, 


LINCO. acetone eines Local Commercial 
V. B. Hutchison, Lincoln............ Switchroom 
GoW. Talim. Limeolinc sncec cscs Accounting 
Geo. B. Reith. Liancelicts ies Service 
Dorotne Keller, Linco] nicncsccnc es. Gs Traffic 
Howard Hi. Dbabr, Hastings. scco220.. Plant 
Samuel K. Lawrence, Lincoln..Shop & Supply 
rene 5B. Lewis: Lintoltccciccnccccncccccec Service 
George C. Mann, Lincoln............ Accounting 
R. N. McDowell, Lincoln..........2......... Service ° 
Mae Meduna, Wahoo................---- Commercial 
Myrna Metcalf, Lincoln............22........-- Traffic 
Alvina Miller, Lincoln.................. Accounting 
Mrs. Marjorie Miller, Lincoln.............. Supply 
Carl H. Mischnick, Lincoln................ Supply 
John N. Moore; Lincol tiicccccsoscccnnviice Supply 
Iwane JL. “Olson, Dimetl iis ncessesccncec cc Supply 
Ina N. Ozenbaugh, Lincoln................ Traffic 
B.D, Pattison, Lincolinceciccctsntnsccesncest Service 
fay: Pupsleys Linco tisccsnsaseenoos-ss-nice-t0 Service 
Paul Radebaugh, Lincolna.<c.c24c<. Service 
| es ee 5s an oe) | eee Plant 
Mandane D. Reid, Fairbury........ Commercial 
A: Ky IRODISOn, LineOli.c.cc.cceret Supply 
Ernest E. Royce; Lincoltisiccccnccecce02- Supply 
J Dy. Rethiy aarti isi uo tase ceases Plant 
Tyler Ryan, Tecumseh.......-.... Area Manager 
Eugene C. Schrank, Lincoln.............. Service 
Shirley M. Gish Sherrill, 

1D Ce 9 | aa ee eae me ete ee Commercial 
Dy RB. Smith. Lineel tticsceeeeccsosces Engineering 
H. J. Solderholm, Lincoln.......... Engineering 
Stella Sowets.: Milford...c- cscs aemccass Traffic 
W. C, Stewart, Lincolti.......:2-s0..c Service 
Goldie M. Thompson, Tecumseh........ Traffic 
Gladys Trumble, Lincoln..............-.---..- Traffic 
Mary G. Trumble, Lincoln.................. Traffic 
Els. W.. TUBB: Fastin e8incc-.csacccsagroneanss Plant 
Marie Vidlock, Lincoln........-------- Accounting 
Lorraine Vicek, Lincoln.........------- Accounting 
Mabel M. Volpp, Lincoln...................- Traffic 
E,.'O. Wait, fbi: | ee ees eee Plant 
R. E. Wait, Stromsburg......------ Area Manager 
Della M. Wilcox, Lincoln.................... Traffic 
Rex Winders, Lincoln..........---------+----+- Service 
Rolland R. Winders, Lincoln.................. Plant 


Dan W. Smith 
Beatrice 


D. R. Culbertson 
York 


Arthur B. Smith 
Lincoln 
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Suggestion Award Winners 
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Lydia Kriegshauser 


Seward 


R. C. Boling 


Lincoln 


O. L. Sturtevant 
Lincoln 


Dorothy Lefler 
Lincoln 
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Mina V. Jorgensen 
Lincoln 


Ralph S, Culver 
Lincoln 
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ervice Birthdays 
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Forty-Four Years 
A. B. Smith, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Nine Years 
Margaret J. Bethscheider, Hebron. 


Thirty-Six Years 
R. C. Boling, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Five Years 
H. O. Wentink, Hastings. 
Thirty-Four Years 
Deroy Helfer, Nebraska City; W. H. Web- 


ster, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Two Years 
Mary <A. Bethscheider, Hebron; S. F. 
Bush, J. T. May, Lincoln; Erma L. Dixon, 
Geneva; T. E. Longdon, Fairbury. 


H, O. Wentink 
Hastings 
35 Years 


Irene Combs 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


Miriam Carter 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


R. E. Hibbert 
Lincoln 
20 Years 


Ethel A. Daharsh 


Thirty-One Years 
H. H. Lahr, Hastings; Martha M. Merz, 
Seward. 
Twenty-Eight Years 
Eita Griffin, Geneva; W. A. Rosenthal, 


Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 
J. E. Backstrom, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
Rosalie Carlson, Della M. Wilcox, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Five Years 
Irene M. Combs, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
A. B. Gorman, Lincoln. 


Twenty-ITwo Years 
Lavina I. McElroy, Wilber; Helen M. Ofe, 
Plattsmouth. 


Twenty-One Years 
Louise K. Schmidt, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
Miriam Carter, R. E. Hibbert, Lincoln. 


Fifteen Years 


Ethel A. Daharsh, Wahoo. 


Thirteen Years 
Dorothy M. Darnold, Lincoln; Mandane 
D. Reid, Fairbury. 


Twelve Years 
G. H. Ramsey, Lincoln. 
Eleven Years 
Clara E. Costello, Tecumseh; D. D. Smith, 
Lincoln. 
Ten Years 
Iva F. Sole, Grafton; Mabel M. Volpp, 
Lincoln. 
Nine Years 
Darlene B. Remmers, Beatrice: Ann S. 
Stoll, Plattsmouth; H. W. Tubbs, Hastings. 


Eight Years 
J. P. Howland, Lincoln: Lucile M. Lane, 
Weeping Water. 


Six Years 

A. L. Ackermann, Fairmont: Eunice M. 
Bailey, Carolyn E. Becker, T. G. Golden- 
stein, N. E. Hammond, Lincoln: Ardis G. 
Burhoop, York; Maude C. Christensen 


> 


Iva F. Sole Mabel M. Volpp 
Wahoo Grafton Lincoln 
15 Years 10 Years 10 Years 


sf 10 fe 


Crete; V. V. Clark, Wilber; W. K. Menze, 
Seward; Shirley J. Stoll, Wymore; Gearldeen 
F. Williams, Superior. 


Five Years 


A. C. Andres, Stromsburg; W. I. Duer, 
Plattsmouth; R. H. Fischer, C. H. Mischnick, 
Joan P. Moorberg, W. M. Sherman, Cecile 
I. Simons, Lincoln; R. A. Francis, Hebron; 
F. G. Rowlison, York; Betty A. Shepherd, 
Fairbury. 


Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Little Changes 


Donna J, Wehling 
Cashier 
Beatrice 


Commercial 
Sally Grant, building messenger, account- 


ing, to clerk, Lincoln. 
Donna J. Wehling, clerk to cashier, Beatrice. 


Plant 


W. I. Duer, combinationman, Plattsmouth 
to Seward. 

Ervin D. Mather, groundman to combina- 
tionman, Plattsmouth. 

Joe J. Miller, lineman to combinationman, 
Lincoln. 

Francis D. Nichelson, lineman to combina- 
tionman, Wahoo. 


T 


L. E. Reighard, lineman to janitor, Lincoln. 


Traffic 


Arlene M. Hunsche, contract chief operator, 
Ceresco, to operator, Crete. 
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Co 
Eastern District 
Betty Miles, Associate Editor 
Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton, Correspondent 
Vacations are slowly coming to an end. 
Mary Lou Gude is back after two weeks 
of fun at Rawlins, Wyoming, with her 
brother and his wife, a former employee 
of the traffic department, Dottie Hoffman. 
... Pat Erwin is having a wonderful time 
with the Russel Cooney family at Redwood 
City, California. Mrs. Cooney is Pat’s sister. 
. Beverly Cooper is in Colorado while 
Mrs. Veltha Poggemeyer is visiting her 
sister in Kansas City. ... Kathryn Owens 
and her father spent part of her vacation 
at St. James, Minnesota, visiting her 
brother. . “Katy” and Dorothy Waters 
were in Omaha one day visiting with an 
ex-operator, Christine Forker. . . . Now 
that Edna Komma has a car she has to 
go roaming a little bit. She, her two sons 
and her mother spent last week end in 
York. We have some bright people 
in our midst who are trying to increase 
their “learnin’.” Lillian Bader is taking 
leathercraft, Mary Bartyzelle is brushing up 
on her typing and shorthand, and Ethyl 
Armstrong is taking bookkeeping at the 
adult training courses at the high school. 
... Mary Gawart of West Haverstraw, New 
York, a former commercial department em- 
ployee, was a welcome visitor last month. 
. .. Carol Denson, daughter of Evelyn Den- 
son, traffic department, had the misfortune 
of breaking her arm. ... Ethyl Armstrong 
has returned from her vacation which she 
spent in Spokane and Seattle, Washington. 
She very much enjoyed her new grand- 
daughter, Hollis Carole, whom she had never 
seen. ... Mr. and Mrs. Al Letellier spent 
a few days at North Platte attending the 
I.0.0.F. Convention while he was on vaca- 
tion. .. . Hunting is occupying most of the 
spare time of Ivan Livingston and Raymond 
Kinnison who spent the week end at Lex- 
ington. ... Dale and Vera Orton took their 
new car and tried to scare a few pheasants 
out of the fields out around Geneva... . 
Smoke has literally been pouring out of the 
terminal room at Nebraska City the last 
few weeks. Max Jenkins was all fired up 
over politics. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 
Mrs. Johanns has returned to work after 
a three week vacation, with one week being 
spent in Decatur, Illinois, visiting her sister. 
. . Luella Exline, operator, underwent an 
operation at Methodist Hospital in Omaha, 
November 4. ... Mrs. Alice Sharpnack has 
returned to work after her illness. Glad to 
have you back with us, Alice. ... “Coach” 
Tritsch is spending the last week of her 
vacation just traveling around. She planned 


to go first to Tennessee, then Louisiana and 
stop in Texas to see her son. ... Welden 
Duer, combinationman at Plattsmouth, has 
been transferred to Seward and Claude 
Clarey from Humboldt will fill the vacancy. 


Seward Area 
Helen Norwood, Correspondent 

We have had quite a few changes in our 
office recently. Mike Danaher of the plant 
department was transferred to Wymore as 
manager. Good luck in your new position, 
Mike! A farewell party was held in honor 
of Mike and the gang presented him with 
an electric clock. Chuck Kermoade was 
promoted to manager at Milford. Good 
luck to you, Chuck! ... Mr. and Mrs. Gray 
moved into the new home they bought re- 
cently. . . . Dale Gray is on military leave 
of absence from the plant department and 
is awaiting orders from the Navy. ... Lydia 
Kriegshauser, who had an operation lately 
on her feet, is convalescing at home and is 
Going nicely. She treated all of the traffic 
department to a wiener roast and those that 
couldn’t come received theatre tickets. A 
wonderful time was had by all... . Bess 
Shipley, wife of Jerry Shipley of plant 
department, is convalescing at her home 
after a recent operation. By all reports 
from Jerry, she is getting along very nicely, 
and, of course, Jer-y is the head cook and 
bottle washer. When yours truly inter- 
viewed him he said, “I even made chicken 
and dumplings yesterday.” Sounded pretty 
good to us; of course, we didn’t get io 
sample them. ... Recently Eleanore Schutz 
of traffic, while on her relief, was standing 
by the mirror in the ladies’ lounge, combing 
her hair, when suddenly she gave a very 
hearty sneeze and oops! her pearls broke 
and down the drain they went. Poor little 
Eleanore frantically tried to at least rescue 
one or two of those expensive pearls but 
to no avail. She just got a glimpse of the 
last one going down the drain. ... Vera 
Schluckebier and Berniece Mueller attended 


Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Canarsky are the 
parents of a son, born October 24. Edwin 
is a member of the Construction Department. 

Pfc. and Mrs. Marvin Roberson are the 
parents of a baby girl. Mrs. Roberson is on 
leave of absence from the Wahoo Traffic 
Department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donovan E. Williams are the 
parents of a daughter, Gail Denise, born 
October 13. Don is a member of the Con- 
struction Department. 


the Nebraska-Kansas football game in 
Lawrence. . . Quite a coincidence hap- 
pened recently. Irene Mailand of traffic 
was helping her nephew move. While in 
the process Baldy Balderson came there 
to install the telephone. Irene, on her way 
to the basement, was following Baldy down 
the steps, when ell of a sudden Irene slipped 
and started down the steps on her imagina- 
tion. Baldy, being in front of her, jumped 
the last three steps and over a box he went 
to avoid a second calamity. Nobody was 
hurt, however, except for Irene’s embarrass- 
ment and difficulty in sitting for a couple 


days. 
Wahoo Area 
Mary I. Beaty, Correspondent 


We still have a few vacations to write 
about this month. Vickie Kuncl spent her 
vacation home on the farm just taking life 
easy... . Helen Maly is getting acquainted 
with her new baby sister. ... Mr. and Mrs. 
Dewey Olsen were guests at Jim Cruick- 
shank’s wedding which took place at West 
Point, Nebraska. . . . Harriette Smith and 
Betty Styskal seem to prefer the rough 
end tough type of man. They were some 
of the fortunate gals who attended the 
rodeo at Omaha. ... Kathleen Weigert had 
a short stay with us. She has moved to 
Loveland, Colorado, with her parents and 
hopes to continue with telephone work out 
there. . . . Some of the Nebraska football 
fans attending the games include Hazel 
Hagenbuck, Mae Beaty and Ethel Daharsh. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 
Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


A new day dawns with all you Repub- 
licans beaming with a mile long smile, 
and we poor Democrats putting up with it. 
Jack Geist lost a $1.00 bet to Joan Thom- 
sen and had to stay home the day after 
election in order to make some money to 
pay her off. Someone said he raked leaves 
for the neighbors to make his spending 
money. . Pheasant hunting was a big 
topic of conversation during the past three 
weeks. Pat Deinert accompanied yours 
truly home (out west where there are still 
Indians lurking behind the trees according 
to Bob Ross and Bruce Sievers) and took 
a hand in doing a Httle hun 
Nelsen, I. J. Devoe and Bob Bowers also 
wasted a few shells and brought home 
some birds. ... We're awfully glad to have 
Helen Pickard, G. W. Jahn and Bob Ross 
back with us again after all were on the 
sick list. “Helen Pickard wishes to 
thank each and every one of you who sent 
her so many pretty cards and eifts during 
her illness. They were very much appre- 


ciated. . . . A thanks also to all account- 
ing department employees who contributed 
to the Red Cross and Community Chest 
drive. We went over our quota allotted to 
this department and made a fine showing. 
Thanks! Marie Vidlock returned io 
work after a wonderful vacation spent in 
California, Mexico and Texas. She went 
deep sea fishing and caught an albacore 
which, to we dry-landers, is a large fish 
with long fins. She didn’t give any details 
con how she caught it, so for a fish story 
call her on Ext. 73. Carl Ahl went 
farmerish again and helped his farm rela- 
tives pick corn. Fine exercise, Carl. ... Mr. 
Franklin had a couple weeks of vacation 
during which he painted odds and ends, 
and Mr. Sievers left the city for a week of 
his vacation. Yep, he went south about five 
miles and just took life mighty easy. ... 
Ferne Burns is still one of the lucky people 
who has vacation time left and plans to 
spend some of it in Wichita, Kansas. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Ruthie Younger, Associate Editor 


When anyone mentions hunting, Diane 
Uldrich thinks of deer hunting—not the 
type with two legs but with four legs. She 
and her family spent their vacation in Colo- 
rado and our “Annie Oakley” shot a deer. 
It seems that both the Dianes in our office 
—Smith and Uldrich—enjoy getting up at 
the crack of dawn to tramp through the 
dusty fields to watch the pheasants fly 
away. ... When someone asks Milie Forst 
when she’s getting married, she breaks into 
the biggest smile and literally glows. While 
everyone else in Washington, D. C., was 
worrying about who the next president 
would be, Milie was bribing Mr. Cupid. She 
and Sidney C. Cousins, Jr., of Washington, 


D. C., will be married soon and are plan- 
ning to honeymoon in the Mardi Gras city. 
. . . Thelma. Anderson isn’t one to be left 
out when champagne is served. She at- 
tended a friend’s wedding in Lawrence, 
Kansas, and was biting her fingernails for 
fear they wouldn’t leave a glass of cham- 
pagne for her. Seems it was the first time 
she had tasted it and the description given 
by her is “wonnerful.” ... Alex Geist at- 
tended the Missouri Valley Sales Executive 
meeting at the Fontenelle in Omaha on 
October 31. He reported the meeting was 
very interesting and “my namesake, Alex 
Dreier, was one of the speakers.” ...A 
few of the lucky people who attended the 
KU game at Lawrence were W. J. Mc- 
Dowell, Virginia Anderson, Myrtle Henline, 
Jack Caldwell, Diane Smith and, of course, 
Sheila Holsten was there to watch her boy 
Bill play. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


Hunting season is in full swing and 
we’ve heard of lots of hunters but the re- 
ports of their bag hasn’t been too good. 
Herman Studier, “Dagwood” Hibbert and 
Cliff Artz made a trip the opening week 
end of the duck season to northern Nebraska 
and did right well by themselves. It was 
a long trip but if you get the ducks, that’s 
what counts. It’s a cinch you don’t find 
many of them in this neck of the woods 
this year. Earl Eichenour took a week of 
his vacation and went hunting too, but he 
didn’t have much to say when we asked 
him how he did. . . . George Wasson got 
home from Korea the second of November. 
He hasn’t paid us a visit yet but we know 
just how glad he must be to be home... . 
Ross Lane, who is on leave of absence, is 
now in Japan about 28 miles north of 
Tokyo. He reports that it’s mighty cold 


WHOME 
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DISTRICT MEETING 


Nebraska Telephone Assn. 


Ray Clinton, maintenance inspector 
at Lincoln, was one of the speakers at 
four district meetings of the Nebraska 
Telephone Association held last month 
at various towns in the state. Mr. 
Clinton talked on the subject of “How 
Do We Go About Rebuilding Our 
Plant.” The meetings were designed 
primarily to aid small companies in 
their problems of financing, rebuilding, 
rates and other matters. A new 


erence on no 


attendance record was set with 175 
companies represented. Left to right 
in the picture: Mr. Clinton; J. A. Bone- 
bright, accounting specialist, Nebraska 
State Railway Commission; James L. 
Morrison, secretary-treasurer, Nebras- 
ka Telephone Association, and M. K. 
James, district sales supervisor, North- 
western Bell Telephone Company, 
North Platte. 
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there now. ... Art Holcomb took a week 
of his vacation and made a trip out to 
western Nebraska and Wyoming and took 
in the Colorado-Nebraska game. 


Engineering Department 


B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


Gary Clifford enjoyed his summer naval 
cruise so much that he up and enlisted 
in the Navy. Gary cleared off his drawing 
board and left during the last of October 
to make his mark on Uncle Sam’s drawing 
board. ‘Smooth sailin’, Gary, and a speedy 
return’”—so say we all. ... By the time this 
is read, Joy Dobbs will be down in Texas 
spending his vacation with his family. Not 
only is Joy vacationing but he is also cele- 
brating a wedding anniversary. Joy claims 
it is his 15th but for some reason or other, 
everyone is a little suspicious. Congrats, 
Joy, and may there be many more. 
Anybody want a TV aerial put up? If so, 
contact the Donley Mast Raiser and Cable 
Buster Co. ... A lot of the boys have been 
hunting, but for some reason or other the 
writer has heard nobody doing much brag- 
ging. Incidentally, if you happen to run 
onto a bunch of holes sticking up into the 
air out around the vicinity of York, please 
don’t become alarmed. It seems that quite 
a few of us have been digging the corn 
fields and weed patches out that way, and 
those holes represent just plain misses. 


Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


The new headline, starting this month, is 
pheasant hunting. Bob Stall tried his luck 
at it, as did Oliver Hoffman, who joined 
ranks with four others and brought back 


seven pheasants. ... Marvin Murphy and 
Kenneth Myhre got together with others 
and got six.... Walt Stewart reports good 


luck as does Ralph Connors. . . . Claude 
Helm traveled quite a distance but reported 
it was worth it....Hm-m-! He must have 
had good luck, too. ... Others to try their 
luck were Frank Norton, Dick Bauer, Don 
Smith and Howard Smith. ... Bob Thallas 
tried his luck at a different kind of hunting 
—he went to Hastings and did some duck 
hunting. . . . Howard Stroup enjoyed his 
vacation in Denver despite the fact that 
he burned out a bearing in his car on 
the way out. . . . Gene Schrank spent his 
vacation getting acquainted with his new 
son and “getting used to doing the washing 


again.” ... J. L. Baxter stated that he just 
stayed home and painted and papered his 
house. ... L. H. Pierce stayed home and 


listened to the ball games. Says that he 
was preparing himself for 52 more weeks 
of work.... W.H. Spurlock spent his vaca- 
tion working. He, too, painted his house. 
... W. C Stewart took a trip to the Ozarks 
and also visited a brother in St. Joseph... . 
William Webster stayed home to enjoy his 
vacation. Arleen and Bob Swanson 
traveled to De Smet, South Dakota, to visit 
Arleen’s parents. They did a little fishing. 
We suppose they had good luck as from all 
latest reports they are still eating fish... . 
B. M. Wedgwood bought himself a new 


home and took his vacation to paint it. 
Somehow he persuaded his father, Ernie 
Wedgwood, to take his vacation at the 
same time and give him some help with 
the painting. Ernie said he didn’t have 
much time for resting. ... Joe Miller spent 
part of his vacation moving into his new 
home, and the rest of the time hunting. 
i Mr. and Mrs. Donald Carey have 
bought a new home... . We hear Clarence 
Lawson is having a swell time in Texas 
and Mexico. ... R. R. Winders spent his 
‘vacation at home sick, but he is back on 
the job feeling fine once more. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. C. W. Keester celebrated their 43rd 
wedding anniversary this month and Mr. 
and Mrs. R. M. Cleveland celebrated their 
42nd. Congratulations to these happy 
couples. . . . We are glad to report that 
Carl Mischnick is back at work after spend- 
ing quite a while recuperating from his 
recent accident. . .. We have had several 
people off work due to illness. . . . Six 
office is through with their flash busy 
work and are also half through with the 
work on the “7” office. . . . The service 
operators met at the Chef Cafe for a fare- 
well breakfast, October 23, for Frances 
Mortorff who is resigning and moving to 
Denver. Mrs. Mortorff was presented with 
a gift and many wishes for good luck in 
her new home. ... V. B. Hutchison was 
sporting a fancy shiner the last time we 
saw him. It seems he got ambitious the 
cther day and decided to get his storm 
windows up before winter weather set in. 
In his haste his fingers became thumbs and 
the next thing he knew was that the storm 
window was resting on his eye. 


Traffic Department 


Lincoln Operating Department 
By Cecile I, Simons 


Vacations are being enjoyed by Melba 
Richards—Chicago; Barbara Miller, Jean 
Vybiral, Kennetha Perry—at home; Della 
Wilcox—-traveling and sight-seeing in Wash- 
ington, D. C., Maryland, Virginia, West 
Virginia and visiting in Chicago; and the 
whereabouts of Mary Emerson, Lola Heth- 
erington, Ruth Hetherington, Jackie Durr, 
Gwendolyn Durr, Evelyn Koch and Louise 
Schmidt are unknown... . The pastures of 
the Gable farm was the scene of a wiener 
roast enjoyed by Verletta Gable, Esther 
Filipi, Marguerite Walthers, Kathryn 
Barnes, Veronica Krause and Sheroll Drake. 
The entertainment was furnished by Kath- 
ryn Barnes playing her “gei-tar.” ... Letha 
Campbell journeyed to Aurora for the week 
end and Mary Ormand to Tecumseh... . 
We are happy to report that Marlene 
Thompson’s parakeet eggs are still intact, 
the only delay is the hatching. . . . Georgia 
Smith went to Taylor, Nebraska, to help 
her in-laws celebrate their Golden Wed- 
ding anniversary. ... As you know, Miss 
Volpp, one should not put coffee in the 
refrigerator. But, as it was you, Mabel, 
we understand! . Ella Hansen is back 
with us after her recent illness and opera- 
tion. So nice to see you join the ranks 
again, Ella. ... Virginia Stoner is recuper- 


ating in Beatrice from an operation. We 
wish you a quick recovery. Minnie 
Allen’s home was the scene of a {family 
reunion recently. Note to Georgia 
Smith—will the age of improvement and 
modern inventions never cease? Do not be 
bewildered, Georgia, one will learn some- 
thing new with each sunrise. 


General Traffic & Cafeteria 
Goldia Bize, Associate Editor 


With football games, fall weather, Novem- 
ber elections, and a variety of subjects 
about which to converse, our department 
has only one thought in mind—vacations. 

. Mary Bornemeier spent three weeks 
hither, thither and yon. First, she visited 
in Nebraska, namely, Murdock and Eustis. 
The rest of the time was used for traveling 
through Alabama, Mijississippi, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Kentucky, Missouri and a stay 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Mary wanted to 
see the “Grand Old Opera,” but could not 
obtain tickets on a suitable day. Maybe 
next year, Mary. ... Elsie Andrews had us 
believing there was “No Place Like Ne- 
braska”’ by taking time out to see the state; 
that is, until she made a cloud of dust on 
her way to Minnesota and Wisconsin... . 
Our “Boss,” L. P. Young, spent two weeks 
of his vacation at his favorite fishing spot 
in Wyoming. This is probably the only 
case in history when the big ones did not 
get away. ... Irene Combs left the office 
one Friday evening with a smile and a 
secret destination. She was going on vaca- 
tion, but no one knew where. Three weeks 
later with Irene’s return, we were given 
details of a glorious vacation in Florida. 
A scheduled flight to Cuba had to be can- 
celled due to stormy weather, but maybe 
the Cuba trip will accompany the secret 
smile next year. Merlie Markuson 
enjoyed her three weeks sight-seeing in 
the vicinity of Washington, D. C., and Mary- 
land and surrounding area. She and her 
traveling companion, Della Wilcox of the 
local traffic department, also visited in 
Chicago. . . . Mary Pohlenz, as you have 
probably guessed, used some of her vacation 
time to go hunting at Trenton, Nebraska. 
The rest of the group were hunting for 
pheasants, but “Ole Dead Eye’”’ was mowin’ 
down the rattle snakes she could spot along 
the trail. . . . Of Dick Hobson, one might 
say he relaxed during his time off. Picture, 
if you possibly can, a duck blind in a good 
location with ducks yappin’ away like crazy 
with Rip Van Hobson sawing logs, very un- 
concerned. An ideal situation to say the 
least—that is, for the ducks. . . . Another 
vacation hunter was L. W. Cleveland, who 
went to Loup City. To the amazement of 
other gameless hunters, Mr. C. reports hav- 
ing had to discard some of the birds to 
remain lawful. ... Myra Metcalf spent one 
whole Friday practically telling everyone 
she would be gone on vacation the follow- 
ing week. We would not have known the 
destination, but we distinctly heard her 
humming “Chicago, Chicago’; so, we put 
two and two together. Hope you had a 
nice time, Myra. ... Rod Andrews took off 
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Center of attraction at the parade of 
the Jefferson County Fair at Fairbury 
this year was Viola Dunn, chief oper- 
ator for LT&T there, and her beautiful 
black and white Arabian horse, Silver. 
Miss Dunn led the parade accompanied 
by other riders from the Gage County 
Saddle Club, of which she is a member. 

Organized two years ago, the club 
now has 80 members who are all rid- 
ing enthusiasts and who spend most of 
their week ends on “trail rides” or 
practicing formations for parades and 
other events. They usually meet at 
Beatrice or Wymore and if the weather 
is bad they still get together and square 
dance. There is no sport that can beat 
it for exercise, good fun and relaxation, 
according to the Fairbury CO. 


a couple days for that “Be Nice to My 
Wife” occasion, their 25th wedding anni- 
versary. We say congratulations to you 
both—especially Mrs. A., as we know she 
is to be commended for bravery beyond 
the call. Seriously though, it could not 
have happened to nicer people. . . . Minnie 
Steiber has been on our “Don’t Feel So 
Pretty Good” list due to the removal of 
a wart from her thumb. We hope you are 
up to par with this issuance, Minnie, and 
back on the job. .. . Undoubtedly, Marcia 
Watson will be sending half of a cow or 
possibly corn on the cob to Oklahoma to 
the new granddaughter, Marcia Ann. So 
Granny reports, the little lady is the proud 
possessor of some teeth roots at the tender 
age of three months. One would readily 
assume that Granny Watson instigated the 
whole thing. We don't blame you for 


being so proud, Marcia. ... We know it 


won’t sound like a news item to anyone but 
us, when we say Pearl Bishop won a foot- 
ball pot—but, it is and if you don’t believe 
us, ask P.B. The once in a lifetime, isn’t 


it, Pearl? Blanche Logan’s football 


Frank Norton and Marvin Murphy, Lincoln 
switchmen, were caught by the camera while 
they were on the trail of an elusive source 
of trouble in the C.A.X. toll dialing equip- 
ment in the Lincoln toll terminal room. 


betting antics sound like a get-rich-quick 
scheme; undoubtedly, it would only show 
results for Blanche. Formula? Well, first 
of all, buy a football pool number, then 
make side bets with a couple of “suspected 
suckers” and come Monday, approach same 
and collect, thus, practically doubling the 
lucre won. Nice, huh? ... A near tragedy 
occurred in the cafeteria recently—Mary 
Tice lost her voice for a couple of hours. 
What a calamity that would have been, 
if permanent. We’re so glad you found it 
among the pots and pans or wherever it 
might have been, Mary. ... Irene Combs 
nearly collapsed one day. Irene is quite fam- 
ous for losing her purse, and after paying for 
her lunch, left it on the tray runner. Another 
general traffic employee nonchalantly placed 
it over her arm and the search was on. 
Needless to say, Renie was much relieved 
to “I spy” the lost article. As a remedial 
measure, we have seriously considered tying 
Irene’s purse around her neck as they do 
with little kids’ mittens. ... A last minute 
bit of news tells of the birth of another 
granddaughter to Marcia Watson. This time 
son John and wife are the proud parents 
and we offer congratulations to Grandma 
and her family. 


Southern District 
Paula Otte, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 
Colleen Curttright, Correspondent 


Those on the sick list this month are 
Claudine Dyer and Doris Smith. Doris 
has a slight case of pinkeye. Claudine has 
recovered from an extended illness and 
we are happy to report that she is now 
back on duty. Betty Bassinger had a slight 
mishap when she fell down some steps and 


skinned her knee; a few days later she 
dropped a card file box on her foot. She 
was determined, one way or another, to get 
out of walking to work. ... We were sorry 
to see Sterling. Nelson leave but sincerely 
hope that he enjoys his new appointment 
and we welcome our new manager, Mr. 
Oglesby. . Visiting the traffic depart- 
ment this month was Miss Metcalf. ... Fall 
vacations seem to be the style now. Oakel 
Butler has been visiting various places such 
as Omaha, Davenport, Iowa, end Rock 
Island, Illinois. Doris just loafed the first 
week of her vacation and “Honeymooned” 
the second. Jack Little says that he “just 
worked” on his vacation. No specific work 
stated. Wilma Jones is spending her vaca- 
tion at Stella visiting. Harry Rogers went 
pheasant hunting during his vacation... . 
Rita Ballard got her driver’s’ license 
one day last week, and instead of the usual 
one block driving test she had to drive all 
the way down town. Either Rita needed the 
practice or the patrolman was good looking. 

. Lois Houtz has moved into her new 
home. She hopes to have time enough to 
sit down and read the paper. ... Leta 
visited her niece, who is ill with polio, at 
Burr. ... Those who enjoyed a fish dinner 
at Brownville were Joan McIninch, Wilma 
and June Bippes. After dinner they took 
pictures on the river bridge. They returned 
to Auburn and visited Shirley Stock and 
while there played a game of Canasta... . 
At this time all electric fans have been put 
away and the heat has been turned on. The 
only evident sign of warm weather is the 
fly swatter which still has a prominent 
place. ... Amel McVey was recently voted 
the “best dressed working man” by the 
commercial girls. We might mention that 
he has given up desserts. Reason—he 
doesn’t need them, but Mike does to keep 
up his nourishment since he is so much 
smaller than Amel. 


Beatrice Area 


Phyllis Morgan and Frank Nevitt, Correspondents 

Mr. Burge went to the hospital here for 
a second operation October 31, and is mak- 
ing fine progress toward recovery. We hope 
to see him back on the job soon. . . . Chief 
Operator, Miss Watson, spent her vacation 
pheasant hunting near her home town of 
York. Edna Mahlock spent her vacation 
visiting friends in and around Omaha and 
in Iowa. Area Commercial Manager Charles 
Dickenman and Mrs. Dickenman vacationed 
several days in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and 
while there visited relatives and friends. 
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Brockmeyer vaca- 
tioned several weeks in Denver, Colorado 
Springs and Pueblo. Miss Willey is back 
with us after spending her vacation quietly 
at home. .. . Two more of the traffic de- 
partment girls joined the “left hand third 
finger” style. They are Marion Klemen and 
Kathy Wildt. By the way, Kathy is now 
Mrs. Fuller. Best wishes to both of you! 
. . . We welcome Dan Smith, formerly area 
manager at York, as our new district wire 
chief. He replaces Charles B. Meshier who 
was promoted to central district plant man- 
ager at Lincoln. 
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Crete Area 


Jo Ann Znamenacek, Correspondent 


Chief Operator Elizabeth Johnson en- 
joyed three weeks of vacation. Part of her 
time was spent visiting in Denver, Boulder 
end Idaho Springs end the remainder of 
the time was spent at home. Area Manager 
George Brock spent part of his vacation 
visiting his father in Columbus and the 
remainder of the three weeks was spent at 
home. Darlene Acord, operator, spent her 
vacation visiting relatives in What Cheer, 
Iowa. 


Fairbury Area 
Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 


Area Manager Tom Longdon spent his 
vacation pheasant hunting near Grand Is- 
land. Bernice Bauer vacationed in the Black 
Hills and while there attended the Corn 
Festival. Vacationing the latter part of 
September was Francis Erwin. Jeanne Lyt- 
ton and her mother are visiting in Indiana 
at this time. Also vacationing is Earl 
Schemmerhorn, of the plant department, 
end Beryl Leslie, who is visiting in Texas 
with her sister and family. ... Betty Furry 
spent the week end visiting at Fort Scott, 
Kansas. Helen DeBord and Virginia 
Robertson spent a day in Lincoln recently 
attending a meeting. 


Tecumseh Area 


Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Vacationers this month included Mary 
Kalin, who spent most of the time with 
her sister in Columbus, and Nancy Troeger, 
who stayed home part of the time and spent 
the remainder of the time following her 
husband to the stock car races. . . . Cecile 
Morehead enjoyed the Ak-Sar-Ben Rodeo 
in Omaha on October 12. It was the first 
one she attended indoors. ... Jim Smith’s 
little boy underwent an operation in a 
Beatrice hospital and is in fine shape now. 

Raymond Johnson’s mother was a 
surgery patient at the University Hospital 
at Omaha and is making a nice recovery. 

The pheasant season opened with 
a bang here. Some of the braver fellows 
were out at the crack of dawn so they 
would be ready when the season officially 
opened, and as a result got considerably 
more exercise than pheasants. Irby Halver- 
stadt went to Geneva for hunting and de- 
cided all the hardships he endured were 
enough for this season. . Irene Shew 
was a recent week-end visitor in Sioux 
Falls where she was a guest of Mary Beth 
Gillett who attends college there. Mary 
Beth formerly worked here as an operator. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 


Vacations still seem to be in full swing 
and included in this month’s gadabouts are 
A. L. Ackermann, Eita Griffin and Velma 
Garland. ...W.R. Minich reports spending 
a very enjoyable day in Lincoln on Septem- 
ber 26 when he attended the Masonic 
meeting for company employees. 


Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 


Moreane Alldritt spent a recent week end 
in Iowa, visiting and fishing. . . . Arline 
Wright has returned to work after an en- 
joyable vacation. Her journey took her to 
Nebraska City where she visited Arbor 
Lodge, and to various places of interest in 
Iowa. . . . Audrey Ransom and _ Jessie 
VanTrump have returned from their vaca- 
tions. Audrey visited her father in Missouri 
and her grandparents in Fairfield. Jessie 
visited Mr. and Mrs. Jack Pitzer in Whar- 
ton, Texas. While there they made several 
short trips, including Bay City, Galveston, 
New Gulf and Houston. On the return trip 
she visited with Dr. and Mrs. Charles L. 
Nutzman in Denver. . .. Mrs. Carolyn 
Swedlund spent her vacation just being a 
housewife and getting caught up on house 
cleaning. 


Hebron Area 


Mary Boyce, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. Heine Taedter journeyed 
to Grand Island October 18 to see the 
Harvest of Harmony program. They had a 
very nice time and enjoyed the program 
very much. We might add that the Hebron 
band won a Superior. Richard Taedter, 
their son, plays the trombone. ... Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest Wellman have been spending 
a lot of time in Concordia, Kansas, visiting 
Mrs. Wellman’s father who is ill there in 
the hospital. Vacations are still in 
progress. Kathryn Kutlas spent hers visit- 
ing at her home in Hebron. Bob Lemkau 
is spending most of his vacation in Sutton, 
and Anita Williams recently returned from 
Colorado and reports a grand vacation. 


Stromsburg Area 


Elvera Parks, Correspondent 


The men in this territory are having 
themselves quite a time. They have estab- 
lished a bowling team and some of them 
are beginners. The groans and complaints 
we hear from the battle-scarred veterans of 
bowling! We wish them luck in their 
future games. Now we hear a new 
subject being discussed in this area. As 


everyone knows, hunting season is here, and 
if you don’t believe us, just drop in some- 
time and get the inside news from the 
hunters themselves. As for yours truly, the 
only time I get to see any fowl is when 
it is time to clean the birds—a very un- 
pleasant task....R. E. Wait, area manager, 
was recently involved in an accident in 
the vicinity of Shelby. He is now able to 
be about but is still nursing a bruised 
shoulder which the doctor says will take 
some time to heal. ...Elvera Parks is back 
on the job again after a week’s vacation. 
Betty Beebe worked in the Osceola office 
during her absence. ... L. C. Williams is 
enjoying a three weeks’ vacation at home 
and putting in a few hours hunting. Good 
luck, “Smick.” ...I want to express my 
sincere thanks to the company and to the 
Park County Telephone Company em- 
ployees, for the beautiful flowers that were 
offered for my brother’s funeral. They were 
deeply appreciated. 


Superior Area 


Donna J. Henriksen, Correspondent 


Mrs. Keenan, chief operator, and her 
husband spent a week end in Denver, 
Colorado. . Vacationers this month in- 
clude Bonnie Jensen, Shirley Goodrick, 
traffic department; Ivalee Webber, com- 
mercial; Ruth Mitchell, janitress, and Lloyd 
Whitney and Bert Kline, plant department 
employees. 

Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


Vacations are still on the list at Sutton. 
J. H. Mankamyer is enjoying his vacation, 
part of which time is being spent tracking 
down pheasants. “Yours truly” spent 
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The first seven sections of the new Lincoln 
number 31 toll switchboard arrived at the 
third floor of the new building last month 
and were examined with much interest by 
this group from the traffic department. Left 
to right are Chief Operator Melba Richards; 
L. P. Young, general traffic superintendent; 
R. D. Andrews, traffic engineer, and Lloyd 
Cleveland, traffic chief. C. E, Cummings, 
Plan engineer, at left, had a principal part 
in engineering and designing the boards. 

Twenty more sections of the board are on 
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her vacation at home. Mrs. Catherine Cas- 
sell worked during that time. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 


Old Mr. Winter is just around the corner. 
Although the season is nearing a close, we 
have several employees in the traffic depart- 
ment who have been enjoying their earned 
and much appreciated vacation time. 
Marguerite Ienn visited her former place 
of employment at Osceola and also friends 
at Fairfax, South Dakota. ... Dean Hayes 
also visited in South Dakota. She has a 
brother living at Yankton... . Out in sunny 
California, Elaine Murphey is vacationing 
with friends. ... Dorothy Rash visited her 
folks at Ainsworth. . . . Congratulations to 
our newest grandmother! Edna Pflughaupt, 
chief operator, was proud to announce the 
arrival of a baby granddaughter, October 2. 
Her daughter, Marlene, and baby are mak- 
ing their home with Grandma while Jerry 
is serving with the United States Marines. 

. On Chuck Salisbury’s day off during 
the hunting season, you will no doubt find 
him near the cabin along the Platte River, 
occupied with his favorite sport. Chuck 
tells us that they have over nine dozen 
decoys. We wonder if there is room for 
any live specimen of water fowl upon 
the river. The commercial office in 
York is said to be a matrimonial place of 
employment—a fact which has been proven 
numerous times since our employment three 
years ago. Again we were reminded of the 
fact when Beverly Smith was seen wearing 
a beautiful diamond. Rolland Otte is the 
lucky fella. Rol is serving with the United 
States Air Force in Japan. No definite 
date has been set for the wedding. 


the way to Lincoln from Chicago and one 
more will come later. Altogether the board 
will have 28 sections, or 56 positions. Also 
here is the new four position rate and route 
desk, Western Electric number 23E, in case 
you are interested in specifications. 

Yet to arrive will be 12 positions for in- 
formation, two positions for PABX and two 
toll service observation positions. ““‘PABX” 
means private automatic branch exchange 
and refers to the switchboard and telephone 
satvice to be used by the company. 
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IN YOUR TELEPHONE BILL 


FACTS ABOUT TAXES YOU PAY 
ON TELEPHONE SERVICE 


This bcoklet presents facts about taxes in the telephone 
business -- and the impact of taxes on this company and its 
customers. 


Taxes on telephone service are the third highest of any other 
service or commodity. Only tobacco and liquor bear higher 
taxes. 


Almost one-third of all the money collected from LT&T custom- 
ers last year went for taxes--local, state and federal. 


Part of this was imposed directly on the company in the eight 
different kinds of taxes it pays. The rest was federal ex- 
Cise tax levied on customers, collected by the company at its 
expense, and remitted in full to the government. | 


Because of our low earnings we pay no excess profits tax. 
Taxes last year averaged over $2.00 per month for every tele- 
phone we had in service. From every $7.00 it took in, the 
company kept only $5.00 to run the business. Taxes took the 


Dalance « 


#e paid the government almost three times as much as was 
available for our shareholders -- the people whose savings 
built the business--the people to whom we must look for money 
+O provide further expansion and improvement of service. 


We do not guestion the necessity of taxes. They are needed 
to provide for national security and to run the government. 


We do think that taxes on the telephone business are _ too 


creat a burden for such an essential service. As a telephone 


ew eens 


iser you are directly concerned because you pay the bill. 
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COMPANY TAXES GOING UP 


In 1951 the company paid $1,300,000 in taxes to local, state and 
federal governments. That was four times the 1941 tax bill of $325,000. 
Tt was nearly seven times the taxes of $193,000 we paid in 1931. 

Federal income taxes alone were $738,000--about twice what they were 
in the high tax years of World War II. 

Property taxes -- mostly on "personal" property -- more than doubled 
since the war. In 1951 they came to $430,000. 

And occupation taxes increased 34 times over the 1941 figure. Last 


year they were $54,500. 


TOTAL COMPANY TAX PAYMENTS (@) 
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THE LION'S SHARE GOES TO WASHINGTON 


The federal income levy took 57% of all company taxes in 1951. 


Federal taxes have 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF COMPANY TAX PAYMENTS (1) 
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OUR SECOND LARGEST EXPENSE 


Next to the wages we pay our 1,475 employees, our largest item of 


zero mark in 1947 to a 


higher--but still in- 


sufficient--level. 


expense is taxes. Taxes last year took over one-third as much as our 
wage bill. In 1951, taxes totaled one-fifth of all the company's ex- 
penses. 


We pay nearly as much 


eee irri it Pritt tT titi iit ciel iit iii sits 
ene rerecereserabrercereeerseeracesenebesas 


in taxes as it costs to 


4 


BS 


sf Sa tt 
ee O~ soos 
8 OOK 
eee W5.% 


maintain our telephone ieieoenn tae 


f > 0Y¢ £ 
x x OK Oe NLA 
Mf KA NP A 
x xX 
NY (@ fs " 


\ 

x 

ay, 

« 

x 

~ 

oe 

< 

eo 

Sx 

SS 

x 

08 

‘< 
\7 
BF OaSaPaad 00st 
Fakes ALF 

100.0. 0.@ 
Res 
6% 


| OTHER EXPENSES | 


plant -+ 109,000 tele 


phones, i127 central of- 


fices, thousands of miles 


—— 


a lines and cable -- 
certainly one of our most 


important jobs. 


—— ll 


A LUXURY TAX ON A NECESSARY SERVICE 


Last year LT&T customers paid almost $1,200,000 in telephone excise 
taxes--nearly 28 times more than in 190. 

In 1951, excise taxes added about 16% to bills of LT&T customers. 

These are taxes levied directly on you, the telephone user, collected 
by the company at its expense and paid in full to the government. They 


are in addition to taxes the company itself pays. 


TELEPHONE EXCISE TAXES 
PHID BY LT&T CUSTOMERS 


a $ |, 9736.00 | 


These are the excise taxes you puy: 


15% on all local telephone service and 


toll calls under 25¢. | 
25% on toll calls of 25¢ or more. 
: 
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At 25%, toll calls are taxed higher 
900 


than all other products and services 


except tobacco and liquor. 
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Here are some examples: | > cao 
20% for furs, jewelry, luggage, pou 
| © 500 
cosmetics and cabaret entertainment. | 
WY 


15% for telegrams, tickets for | © 400 
: = 
=< 
trains, busses and planes. |< 
1 oO 
Electrical energy bears no excise. ‘a 
A "juke box" is taxed at only $10 


° 100 
a year. The average excise tax on each 


LT&T telephone last year was $11.53. Aide 


a — eee 


THE CUSTOMER PAYS THE BILL 


The company has only one source of income -- that is the money it 
receives from you and other telephone users. 

So any way you look at it you pay the tax bills. 

You pay excise taxes directly. 

You also pay company taxes as they are a part of the rate you pay 
for your service. 

Last year the taxes you paid amounted to $2 .08 -- or over $2.00 per 
month--for every telephone we have in service. 

Company taxes per telephone more than doubled the 1941 figure. 

When you pay your telephone bill, you aren't paying only for tele- 


phone service--you are paying too for the cost of government. 
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Taxes are necessary. Without them, local, state 
and federal governments could not exist. 


And in these critical times taxes must be high. 
Telephone service is also a necessity. yeu, Long 
distance service is taxed at a rate much higher 


than many luxury items. 


A fair tax on telephone service should be made. 
But telephone users pay far more than their share. 


YOU AS A TELEPHONE USER SHOULD KNOW THESE THINGS: 


Out of every dollar you paid for telephone 


8 - 
Service last year, 29 cents went to taxes. 
@ Taxes last year took over $2.00 per month 
for every LT&T telephone in service. 
AE RANI 
Taxes took over two-thirds as much as the 
® company paid its employees. 
@ Taxes took nearly three times as much as 
was left for the owners of the business. 


This is an overwhelming burden on a neces- 
e sary service. 
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DECEMBER, 1952 


BLIZZARD, born in Oklahoma’s 


panhandle, hurled itself across Ne- 
braska on Tuesday, November 25, 
unleashing its greatest energy on the 
eastern half of LT@&T’s territory. It 
packed as potent a punch as the howl- 
ing northwesters that blow down 
from Alaska a bit later in the season. 
The snow, ranging in depth from 4 to 
14 inches, was churned by high winds 
into a pattern of drifts that slowed 
daytime highway traffic to a snail’s- 
pace, and halted it completely at 
nightfall. 

Travelers were forced to abandon 
their cars to the drifting snow and 
strike out on foot to seek shelter. Farm 
homes were crowded with unexpected, 
though welcome guests, most of whom 
shared the shortage of bedding and 
food in the spirit of adventure. The 
temperature, by good fortune,  re- 
mained in the high twenties during the 
storm’s fury; otherwise the death toll 
among man and beast would have been 
greatly increased. Even so, six fatalities 
in Nebraska were attributed to the 
storm. 

Telephone service suffered from a 
variety of ills and causes. Ice formation 
was heavy in scattered areas, while 
wire breaks and crosses were common 
throughout the territory. New record 
peaks in offered business were experi- 
enced at several exchanges, including 
Hastings and Beatrice. Work- 
taxed to their 

delays being 


Lincoln, 
ing toll circuits were 
utmost capacity with 


posted on nearly all long distance calls. 


Power line failures caused several 
exchanges to go “on their batteries,” 
and some of these went completely out 
of service as the batteries succumbed 
to the long drain and heavy load—and 
telephone men were unable to break 
through to the isolated towns. 


Out of the storm came stories of 
telephone men and women who ex- 
tended their efforts beyond and above 
the bounds of comfort, of job require- 
ments or duty in their exertions to pro- 
vide or maintain service. Some of 
these were evident in time reports 
which recorded long unbroken tricks 
worked by sleepless operators. There 
were tales of troublemen, leaning 
against the gale, making their way afoot 
up snow clogged roads; of telephone 
trucks weaving their way through 
snarled traffic to break new miles of 
trails in pursuit of farm line troubles. 
The “Spirit of Service” was visible in 
13 when the chips are down for tele- 
phone people. 

It was a bleak Thanksgiving Day for 
many telephone families. The work of 
restoring service extended through the 
holiday, while some breadwinners, 
working in remote exchanges, were 
unable to battle their way to the hearth 
and fireside Wednesday night; thus it 
came about that a sizable number of 
homes featured a vacant chair at the 
head of the festive table. 
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A semple of what our repair crews were up 
againsi in fighting their way through blocked 
reads. Eight cars and trucks were stalled 
near this 10-foot drift on highway 77 about 
12 miles north of Beatrice. Ralph Fox, Lin- 
coln Journal photographer, took the picture 
as the rotary snow plow tossed out snow it 
left as it chewed through the first time. 


Francis Darnold, Dave Guthrie and 
Al Reed were trapped at Nebraska 
City where they were adding new po- 
sitions to the switchboard. They lis- 
tened to weather warnings and didn’t 
attempt the return to Lincoln. Al Parde 
left Cordova Tuesday afternoon en 
route to Beatrice. As darkness fell he 
made his way into Friend and by the 
next night had obtained a foothold at 
Crete. He thought himself rather for- 
tunate to slide into Beatrice Thursday 
morning, just in time for Thanksgiving 
dinner. Bill Huddleston was forced to 
turn back in his first foray out of 
Beatrice Wednesday, but later was able 
to crawl to Lincoln in single file traf- 
fic. At the same hour, a few miles 
east of Crete, a blanket-wrapped Perry 
Caldwell nursed a scanty gasoline sup- 
ply through his car heater in a five 
hour vigil in a snow drift while snow 
plows labored to unscramble the tieup. 
The crews of Deke Simpson and Babe 
Combs were also locked out of Lincoln. 

The Tecumseh vicinity really had it! 
There the snow fell deep and the wind 
blew hard. A power failure on Tues- 
day afternoon affected all surrounding 
dial exchanges. Breaks were discovered 
in the Lincoln-Kansas City toll lead 
along a drifted, impassable road. Bill 
Eckles hired a bull dozer and tried to 
batter his way into Crab Orchard to 
bring fresh batteries to the sinking 
exchange. Twilight found them still 


tee 


Ivan Paddack, equipment foreman, records 
a reading of the ammeter on the Lincoln toll 
board. The record number of calls caused 
a heavy drain on the battery supply units, 


a 
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short of the goal and forced a return 
to Tecumseh. It was a lucky break. 
Only a short distance in front of the 
dozer, when it turned about, was a 
stalled car. It was completely buried 
in a huge drift. “The machine surely 
would have smashed into it had it pro- 
ceeded farther. A tractor broke the 
trail east of Sterling along the route 
of the toll lead, but it gave up after 
four miles of fighting drifts. From that 
point Harold Drake and Howard Rowe 
plunged on afoot all through Thanks- 
giving afternoon. Ted Husing thumbed 
a ride on a power company “weasel” 
from Sterling to Adams and arrived 
Just as the exchange batteries were 
gasping their last. Ted and Dale Weber 
walked 17 miles in two days clearing 
farm line troubles. Don Hester and 
Dick McCall left Tecumseh for Burr 
in a pick-up truck at 2 P.M. Thursday. 
To say they took a circuitous route is 
definitely an understatement. Burr lies 
20 miles to the northwest, but the com- 
binationmen struck out straight east to 
Auburn, thence north to Union Junc- 
tion, west into Lincoln, south and east 
over Highway 2 to Unadilla, thence 
south into Burr in the path which had 
been cleared for an ambulance. They 
reached their destination at 1:30 A.M. 
Friday only to find the exchange dead 
and the batteries frozen. Next morning 
they set out on foot to clear the lead 
to Cook. They were met halfway by 
Raymond Johnson and Dick McCoy 
who had walked from Cook. They had 
Just spliced in the last break and hooked 
their test set to the line when the Burr 
exchange came back into service. 
George Keith had arrived with a new 
set of batteries from the warehouse. 
Ivan Haith also learned to operate a 
tractor, using it as his vehicle in clear- 


ing farm lines on the Humboldt 
exchange. 


A power failure struck Ashland 
Tuesday at 4:45 P.M. Manager John 
Potter sent an appeal for an emergency 


Keeping an anxious eye on the power panel in the main office of the Lincoln switchroom 
are Gene Schrank, Ivan Hellerich and Jacob Schneider. The battery load of 600 amperes 
was the highest ever recorded. The previous record of 525 was set on April 12, 1945, the 


day Franklin D. Roosevelt died. 


charger. Jim Cruickshank and Ed Piper 
started out with the equipment but 
found their light truck hopelessly 
blocked at the outskirts of Lincoln. The 
heavy load was draining the batteries 
so rapidly that Ashland operators were 
instructed to challenge each local call, 
requesting that only those of an emer- 
gency nature be placed. Sometime later 
a supply of automobile batteries were 
obtained and strapped into the D.C. 
circuit. They enabled the Ashland ex- 
change to remain in service even 
though the ammeter proved that three 
or four times the normal load was be- 
ing handled. Various groups of oper- 
ators were shuttled to and from home 
in the company truck all through the 
night. When the power break was 
repaired next morning at 7:50 both 
Manager Potter and troubleman Eddie 
Butler had worked the clock twice 
around. 

Nebraska City was all but isolated. 
Only one toll line was working from the 


test board at one period of the storm. 
One by one the dial exchanges of the 
area were affected by power line fail- 
ures. Some of them almost faded from 
service before the breaks were all re- 
paired Friday morning. 

More than 2,300 long distance calls 
were placed at Hastings on Tuesday. Of 
these 2,040 were completed for an 
amazing 88.5 per cent. Next day came 
the all time record of 2,558 calls placed, 
but because of delays posted on east- 
bound calls, only 1,858 of them could 
be completed. At Beatrice, 1,700 calls 
on Wednesday set a new record for 
their toll positions. Being in the center 
of the “refugee” area, the amount of 
local business became so great that it 
had to be restricted to calls of an emer- 
gency nature. 

During these two days 1,265 toll calls 
and approximately 17,000 local calls 
swamped the board at Hebron. Mar- 
garet Bethscheider, chief operator, 1n- 
sists the traffic load had never been 


Typical of conditions found in oper- 
ating departments through the terri- 
tory was this scene during the storm ai 
Lincoln. The spirit of the operators 
was magnificent as they worked to put 
the calls through. Most of the girls 
worked many hours of overtime, giving 
up holiday plans to do it. On the day 
of the storm quite a number worked 
all day and then all night. Record 
numbers of calis were handied ai sev- 
eral offices. 


| 
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One-way traffic through huge drifts made travel slow and hazardous for several days 
after the blizzard. State and county highway workers were most helpful in clearing roads 
for our repair crews. The scene above shows Ivan Livingston, Nebraska City wire chief, 
in a big drift near Talmage. The picture below is near Beatrice and was taken by Ralph 


Fox of the Lincoln Journal. 


equaled in her 39 years at the Hebron 
switchboard. 


In Lincoln, both local and toll traffic 
peaks were almost out of this world. 
Tuesday, at 4 P.M., the load in the 2-5 
office switchroom touched 600 amperes, 
a mark never before attained. Record 
readings were also reported at the 3, 4 
and 6 dial exchanges. Much of the 
overload, according to Chief Switch- 
man Howard Smith, was caused by the 
redialing on incompleted calls. All 
trunks and equipment were in con- 
stant use. 


The face of the Lincoln toll board 
was a pattern of glowing lights. Dur- 
ing the three-day rush it was necessary 


to record and post delays on all long 
distance calls originating in Lincoln. On 
Wednesday a staggering total of 6,603 
calls were recorded, a mark that ex- 
ceeded by nearly a thousand the former 
record of 5,641 calls offered on De- 
cember 24, 1948. 


It would be useless to attempt the 
chronicling of all the interesting events 
brought about by the storm. Nearly 
every employee had his or her own 
personal adventure in struggling home 
Tuesday evening and returning to work 
next morning. We were doubly for- 
tunate that the temperature did not 
drop lower and that the storm was of 
relatively short duration. 


People You Know 
NV ILTON BARRATT, formerly as- 


sistant plant superintendent, was 
in Lincoln October 31 and stopped in 
for a short visit. He left LT&T in 
1928 and is now living in Los Angeles 
where he is engaged in the oil business. 
Fielding K. Woods, former Lincoln 
business office employee, was appointed 
assistant vice-president of the Chesa- 
peake and Potomac Telephone Com- 
pany at Charleston, West Virginia, on 
September 1. His work will be in the 
field of personnel. 


The Automatic Electric Company 
will have a new sales representative 
in this area. Dick Welch, former rep- 
resentative, has received a nice promo- 
tion and will be located in Chicago. 
R. B. Patterson, formerly of New York 
City, will succeed him. Dick has many 
friends in LT&?T and on several occa- 
sions participated in employee and 
Pioneer activities. We wish him much 
success in his new position. 


TV Is 25 Years Old 


HIS may come as a surprise, but 

twenty-five years ago a man’s voice 
and image were transmitted simulta- 
neously for the first time over a long 
distance. 


On April 27, 1927, Herbert Hoover, 
then Secretary of Commerce in Wash- 
ington, D. C., was seen and heard in 
New York by an audience of some 50 
scientists and journalists. 


This first public demonstration of 
intercity television transmission was 
made over telephone wire facilities of 
the Long Lines department of the 
AT&T company. In 1928 outdoor 
scenes were televised and in 1929 ex- 
perimental television in color, by a 
three-color, three-channel method was 
demonstrated. The following year the 
Bell Laboratories filed the original pat- 
ent application for a new type of cable 
called “coaxial.” 


Zzyzz Is It 


While the name of John Zyzneski re- 
mains the final listing in the Manhattan 
telephone book, the Los Angeles direc- 
tory has shattered New York’s pride 
with an even more alphabetically ulti- 
mate name: Ricardo Zzyzz,. 


ambitious program this year, with 
their social agenda calling for two gen- 
eral get-togethers. Usually only one is 
held during each season. The first of 
these came to pass on November 8. It 
nearly brought on a riot. It was a huge 
success. Now the committee is wor- 
ried for fear they may have fought 
themselves out in the opening round. 

It might have been an ordinary run- 
of-the-mill party if the ladies had not 
cooperated so well in following the 
“poor taste” motif. The growing crowd 
went into successive waves of hysteria 
as each new arrival made her entree in 
a different version of outlandish garb. 

The program had its official begin- 
ning with a dinner; arranged, cooked 
and served by the talented committee. 
The vegetable centerpieces, fashioned 
by Chairman Irene Combs, were ob- 
jects of spontaneous compliments by all 
and sundry. Rod Andrews was awarded 
undivided attention in his interesting 
travel-talk covering his recent sojourn 
in Korea. Mr. Andrews has become an 
apt scholar in color photography and 
the slides with which he accompanied 
his discourse were from his own cam- 
era, and excellent examples of the art. 

A scavenger hunt concluded the en- 
tertainment, in which the guests over- 
turned the club room in their search 
for the items assigned to them. Severe 
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LADY PIONEERS PARTY 


fh lady pioneers set out upon an 


penalties were inflicted upon three who 
were unable to find their articles. Thus 
Edna Pflughaupt, Clara Jones and Hat- 
tie Staley were forced to put on im- 
promptu acts to the merriment of their 
more fortunate sister pioneers. Grace 
Hauschild won the drawing for grand 
prize, as the committee wisely side- 
stepped the responsibility of making 
the decision as to the best costume at 
the party. The committee personnel 
consists of: Irene Combs, chairman, 
Verna Alexander, Gertrude Behm, 


Pearl Bishop, Dorothy Lefler, Alvina 


Wasson 


and Marcia 


Miller, 
Watson. 


Vera 


In the Pictures 


At upper left the committee poses behind 
the cleverly decorated tables. Left to right: 
Irene Combs, Marcia Watson, Pearl Bishop, 
Vera Wasson, Verna Alexander, Louise Roth, 
Dorothy Lefler, Alvina Miller and Gertrude 
Behm. At right, visiting before the supper, 
are Myra Metcalf, Edna Pflughaupt, Edith 
Mattson, Ethel Daharsh, Mary Beaty and 
Beata Merz. 


Clara Jones, above, and Edna Pflughaupt, 
left, pay penalties imposed by a kangaroo 
court. Clara had to ride the tricycle around 
the room three times while Edna tried her 
luck at chewing bubble gum, 


Below, at left, are Laura Douty, Bertha 
Sharp, Gladys Trumble, Clara Jones, Ella 
Hansen, Della Wilcox, Helen Rose and Mar- 
garet Egan. At right are Florence Tatman, 
Dorothy Lefler, Melba Richards, Merlie 
Markuson, Irene Combs, Hattie Staley and 
Inez Olsen. 
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Grow old along with me! 

The best is yet to be, 

The last of life, for which the first 
was made: 

Our times are in His hand 

Who saith, “A whole I planned, 

Youth shows but half; trust God: 
see all, nor be afraid!” 

When Robert Browning penned the 
words to Rabbi Ben Ezra more than 90 
years ago, they were not so rich in 
meaning as they are today; for people 
of the modern world are living longer 
than ever before. It is an amazing, 
though comforting fact, that more than 
18 years have been added to the life 
span of the average American since 
1900. 

This is reflected in our employment 
records which show that more and 
more telephone folks are living to the 
normal age of retirement at 65. Insur- 
ance statistics tell us that, having 
reached that age, a Man may expect to 
attain to the venerable years of 78, and 
a woman 80. Many, of course, live 
even longer. During the next 25 years 
life’s expectancy might easily be length- 
ened by another two or more years, 


Thus nearly a score of years have 
been added to our lives; but only 
we can add life to those years. 


Harriet Bickford, at left, led the classes 
in gift wrapping and box covering. Some of 
the finished products are shown in the fore. 


ground. 


‘What's Your Hobby? 
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To assist its members in this en- 
deavor, a hobby committee has been 
formed by the Frank H. Woods pio- 
neer chapter, the duties of which are 
set forth in the bylaws at considerable 
length, but actually the committee 
works in various ways toward the 
single objective of teaching of pres- 
ently employed members of the organi- 
zation HOW TO RETIRE. To con- 
vince them they should retire TO and 
not FROM. 


It isn’t only the lineman, operator, 
clerk or foreman who require help. The 
need is evidenced in every grouping of 
personnel. The higher one’s job might 
be on the organization chart, the worse 
the let-down if no provision has been 
made to absorb the shock of retire- 
ment. The former chairman of the 


board of one of the country’s largest 
> 

corporations said, not so long ago, that 

the worst six months he’d ever spent 


The huck towel weaving class, taught by 
Marie Vidlock, accounting department, stand- 
ing at left, was the first of the four pre- 
Christmas project classes. 


were those which followed his retire- 
ment. 

The hobby committee has been gen- 
erating a great amount of noise and 
activity lately, perhaps because it is 
the youngest member of the Pioneer 
family. Several general meetings, an 
extensive amount of research and ex- 
change of views with kindred organi- 
zations preceded its launching a prov 
gram of instruction classes in handcraft 
applicable to the Christmas season. 

The first of these, taught by Marie 
Vidlock, disclosed the mysteries of huck 
towel weaving. This was followed by 
a series of three classes in gift wrap- 
ping, gift box making and candle work. 
These groups were led by Harriett 
Bickford, who is employed by the 
Adult Home and Family Life division 
of the Lincoln City Schools. Mrs. Bick- 
ford stresses the use of materials that 
are customarily discarded. Empty salt 
boxes, old wall paper, ornate string 
and tinsel, in fact, most anything ordi- 
narily found in a wastebasket is in high 
demand by members of her class. 

After the holidays the committee 
expects to schedule classes in various 
other branches of handcraft and the 
arts. Heretofore most of the instruc- 
tion has been slanted toward the whims 
of the ladies. Those which are to follow 
will be designed to appeal equally to 
both sexes. 

Underlying all the activity is the 
main objective of supplying added 
interests to the lives of Pioneers. There 
is little danger of administering an 
overdose. Not many people can pass 


(Continued on Page 9) 
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Three Employees Taken By 


Death 


Commodore N. Beaver 


OMMODORE N. BEAVER, a mem- 
ber of the company’s board of 
directors since 1912, suffered a fatal 
heart attack at Liberal, Kansas, while 
en route to Phoenix, Arizona, with his 
wife and daughter to spend the winter 
there. He was 90 years old. 


With his bride of a few days Mr. 
Beaver came from his native Illinois to 
York County in 1887. Here he wrought 
an outstanding career as farmer, banker, 
public servant and businessman. In 
1897 he helped organize the Waco In- 
dependent Telephone Company, which 
he later merged with the Independent 
companies at Bradshaw and Benedict 
to form the York County Telephone 
Company. He was a director of that 
organization, of which the late W. E. 
Bell was manager, when it was pur- 
chased by our company in 1912. He 
was later president of the Fremont 
Telephone Company and instrumental 
in establishing long distance connec- 
tions with Omaha. 


Not only did he furnish money and 
knowledge to the cause of telephone 
expansion in the state but he con- 
tributed brawn as well. Mr. Beaver 
was foreman of the construction crew 
which built the first toll line extending 
from Seward west to Grand Island and 
on to St. Paul. 


He is survived by his wife, a daugh- 
ter and son, five grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. 

He was a charter member of the 
Frank H. Woods Pioneer Chapter. 

Orrin L. Sturtevant, plant  statisti- 
cian, Lincoln, died on November 16 
after an extended illness. He was born 
at Newton, Iowa, 57 years ago. Mr. 
Sturtevant’s service record with the 
company reaches back over 40 years 


to his employment as a plant man at 


Stella M. Clark 


Orrin L. Sturtevant 


York in February, 1912. It was four 
years later, while working as lineman 
for this exchange, that he fell from a 
pole and sustained serious spinal in- 
juries that resulted in a physical im- 
pairment during the balance of his life. 
In spite of this there were few worthy 
activities that Mr. Sturtevant did not 
enter into with enthusiasm. He came 
to Lincoln in 1921 and for a time was 
testman in the toll department. Later 
he became mail supervisor and in 1942 
was appointed plant statistician. 


In 1943 Mr. Sturtevant was elected 
treasurer of the newly formed Frank 
H. Woods pioneer chapter and served 
this office for three years. In 1947 he 
became vice-president and the follow- 
ing year was elevated to the presidency. 
That his administrative term was em1- 
nently successful was attributed largely 
to his careful planning and excellent 


leadership. 


Mr. Sturtevant’s abilities were also 
directed heavily toward the needs of 
his church. One of the significant 
honors that recently came to him was 
to be chosen to one of the highest 
offices attainable by lay-members as 
leader of the Lutheran Brotherhood in 
Nebraska. The new Grace Lutheran 
Church in Lincoln, in which the funeral 
services were held, is an edifice for 
which he labored with untiring devo- 
tion through every phase of its build- 
ing. He was also a member of the 
Tabitha Home executive board. 


Survivors include his wife, his aged 
mother at Newton, Iowa, and a brother 
at Downers Grove, Illinois. Interment 
was at York cemetery. 

Stella M. Clark, chief operator at 
Auburn, died in that city on November 
20. Her death followed an extended 
period of failing health. Born at Doug- 
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las, Nebraska, in April, 1893, she was 
a life-long resident of the Auburn 
vicinity. She began her telephone em- 
ployment as operator at that exchange 
in 1912. The exchange was then lo- 
cally owned. When it became part of 
our organization in 1919 Miss Clark 
became an “A” operator. She was 
appointed assistant chief operator in 
January, 1925, and in May, the follow- 
ing year, was promoted to chief 
operator. 


She was active in her work and at- 
tendance in the telephone pioneer asso- 
ciation, of which she was a charter 
member, having served one term on 
the social committee in 1942, and three 
years on the membership committee 
during 1948, 1949 and 1950. She was 
also affiliated with the Royal Neigh- 
bors and the Christian Science Society 
of Auburn. A sister and three brothers 
survive her. Funeral services were con- 
ducted at Auburn, with burial at Sher- 
idan cemetery. 


JOURNEY’S END 


John A. Conner, father of Ray Conner, 
formerly combinationman at Beatrice and 
now on special disability, died last month in 
New Mexico. Burial was at Beatrice. 


Paul Kapke, father of Eva Kapke of the 
Seward traffic department, passed away No- 
vember 20. Funeral services were held 
November 22 at the Woods Funeral Home 
in Seward. 


Frank F. McKean, father of Don McKean, 
Hastings switchman, died November 27 at 
Denison, Iowa. 


G. C. Hampp, father of Irene Hampp of 
the Lincoln traffic department, passed away 
on November 7. Funeral services were held 
in Beaver Crossing with burial in the 
Goehner cemetery. 


Lawrence Engelbrecht, father of Ruth 
Railsbach, Lincoln traffic department, passed 
away at Syracuse on November 25. Funeral 
services were held in Syracuse on No- 
vember 26. 


Benefit Claims Paid 


The following claims were paid by 
the Employees Mutual Benefit Asso- 
ciation during the month ot November. 


Primary members: G. W. Jahn, Lincoln 


accounting, $74.40, 

Dependents: Cheryl Gilmore, Lincoln, 
$25.46: Mrs. R. E. Hibbert, Lincoln, $26.25; 
Charles Eitel, Lincoln, $14.62; Mrs. M. M. 


Hale, Lincoln, $226.13, 
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Call Early — 


Call By Number 
br can help your friends working 


at the long distance switchboards 
this Christmas by suggesting to your 
friends outside the company to place 
their calls early—before Christmas Eve 
if they can. Traffic will be lighter 
after Christmas Day, too. 


Tell them, too, that calls placed by 
number can be handled faster—in many 
cases twice as fast. 

We have added many long distance 
circuits in the past few years and 
operators in several of our exchanges 
can dial numbers in distant cities direct 
over the national toll dialing system. 
That speeds up the service. However, 
there will be the usual Christmas rush 
nevertheless, and calls will be delayed. 
Many calls will be made by men and 
women in the armed forces who can’t 
go home but want to do the next best 
thing—hear the voices of their loved 
ones by telephone. 

A word from you to your friends 
will be a big help in putting the holi- 
day calls through. 


It Pays to Advertise 


NIFTEEN suggestions were received 
by the suggestion committee in the 

ten days following the printing of the 
two-page feature about the suggestion 
plan in our last issue. All of which 
proves the old saying that “It pays to 
advertise.” It proved also that LT@T 
people, just like we have always said, 
are on their toes and thinking along 


constructive lines with their regular 
work. 

Do you have an idea that you think 
the company should adopt? Well, let’s 
have it. You may win a substantial 
cash award besides doing something 
worth-while that may help your fellow 
employees and your company or the 
people we really work for — our 
customers. 

There are forms you can use to write 
your suggestion on and your supervisor 
will be happy to supply you with one. 
However, it isn’t necessary to use this 
form if you would prefer to write your 
idea on just a plain sheet of paper. 
Just be sure to give your name, ex- 
change and department. Send it to the 
suggestion committee at Lincoln. 

Incidentally, the minimum paid for 
suggestions has been raised from $7.50 
to $10.00 so your efforts along this line 
are now worth more to you than ever. 
Of course, if your idea is especially 
good you may win much more than 
this. 

Keep em coming. 


Elections 
E hes congratulations to Gene Schrank 


and Merle Hale on recent elections. 
Gene recently became manager of the 
Lincoln Drum and Bugle Corps of the 
American Legion in which he has been 
active for several years. He is a “playing 
manager too, and beats out a mean 
rhythm on the drum. He is a switch- 
man at Lincoln. 

Mr. Hale, vice-president in charge of 
operations, was elected as a director of 
the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce in 
which he also has been an active mem- 
ber for many years. 
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A most happy and joyful holiday to 
all of you and your families is our 
wish at this season of good times and 
rejoicing. 

It is a great privilege to celebrate 
Christmas in our country, where we 
enjoy the fruits of our labors and 
possess the most freedom of any land 
on earth. 

The spirit of Christmas is religious, 
and in this land where churches of ev- 
ery faith dot the countryside and the 
city streets, everyone can go to share 
in the real meaning of this Holy Day. 


In this spirit let us give thanks and 
be grateful day by day for our many 
blessings and know that our faith in 
what is right and good will bring peace 
some day to all the peoples of the earth. 


A merry, merry Christmas to you all. 
Ea De i Dua Dia i eI Bi ai Daa Sa a iS 


That's Right, Mam 


Telephone repairmen had been work- 


ing for several hours replacing a section 
of cable in a manhole. A woman in a 
nearby house who had been carefully 
following the operation finally asked 
one of the men the cause of the trouble. 
“Klectrolysis,”’ she was told, “is eating 
the cable up.” Backing away the lady 
said worriedly, “Well, I suppose it can’t 
possibly get out with that heavy lid on 


the hole, can it?” 


Wentink Receives 
35 Year Pin 


Flowerday, 


commemorating the 


during World War I. 


H. O. Wentink, Hastings 
wire chief, is receiving an 
award from John S pady, 
district manager, while Ed 
area manager 
looks on with approval. The 
decoration is a service pin 
com- 
pletion by Mr. Wentink of 
35 years with LT&T. All of 
“Hank’s” service has been 
with the Hastings plant de- 
partment. He served a hitch 
in the Navy as radioman 
abroad the U.S.S. Vermont 


Promotions, 


Transfers and 
Title Changes 


Commercial 


Jack J. Caldwell, coin collector to commer- 
cial representative, Lincoln. 

Betty J. Peery, operator, Hastings, to cashier, 
Superior. 

Nancy L. Remington, clerk to teller, Lincoln. 


Plant 


R. L. Cline, groundman to lineman, con- 
struction. 

R. C. Cochennet, groundman, construction, 
to warehouseman, supply. 

John F. Drake, installers helper to switch- 
man, Lincoln. 

H. A. Ehrlich, shipping clerk to shopman, 
supply. 

L. G. Ellis, warehouseman to shipping clerk, 
supply. 

Robert M. Green, combinationman to in- 
staller-repairman, Lincoln. 

B. T. Hayes, lineman, Hastings, to con- 
struction foreman, Nebraska City. 

W. L. Hedstrom, lineman; York to Hastings. 

B. L. Herzog, switchman to combinationman, 
Hastings. 

L. C. Jenkins, switchman to testman, Lin- 
coln. 

J. T. May, 
Lincoln. 
F. L. McCormick, combinationman to splicer, 

Hastings. 
D. R. McKeen, combinationman to switch- 
man, Hastings. 
F. D. Nave, combinationman to  installer- 
repairman, Fairbury. 
Irving D. Schneider, 
switchman, supply. 
Jacob Schneider, switchman to installer- 
repairman, Lincoln. 

D. C. Travis, combinationman to equipment 
repairman, Lincoln. 

R. N. VanWinkle, groundman to lineman, 
construction. 

B. M. Wedgwood, combinationman to in- 
staller-repairman, Lincoln. 


combinationman to testman, 


warehouseman to 


Well, Naturally 
17-YEAR-OLD blonde and her boy 


friend in Los Angeles, Cal., recent- 
ly established what is believed to be 
a new world endurance record for a 
romantic telephone conversation. She 
entered a telephone booth at 8:00 A.M. 
and talked with him for seven hours 
and 30 minutes. When asked what 
they talked about all those hours, she 
replied scornfully, “We're very much 
in love.” 


‘a is a time when thoughts 


center around home and family. But 
it's also a dangerous time for that 
home and family where fire is 
concerned. 


First of all, the usual winter hazards 
are present: open fires, plus heaters 
and furnaces in operation—which, be- 
sides being dangerous in themselves, 
Jower the humidity in the house. Added 
to them are the seasonal hazards of 
flammable objects such as Christmas 
greens and trees, paper wrappings and 
decorations, besides extra electrical wir- 
ing and maybe lighted candles, too. 


This year, remember the holiday 
hazards and give a thought to safety. 
It won't detract from the fun. Instead, 
it will help to make sure the fun isn’t 
spoiled—by fire! 
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HOBBIES 
(Continued from Page 6) 


the acid test in asking themselves these 
questions: 

“What am I doing with my spare 
time—right now—to improve myself, 
to help my community or the world 
at large?” 

“What am I doing to prepare my- 
self for a richer and more enjoyable 
life in my later years?” 


Members of the hobby committee, 
as appointed by chapter president 
Bruce Sievers, are: J. H. Hartley, 
chairman, A. L. Ager, Moreanne All- 
dritt, H. J. Brady, Myra Metcalf, H. G. 
Peachman, Kathryn Portsche, W. A. 
Rosenthal, E. A. Rosker, R. T. Ross, 
H. Studier and Marie Vidlock. 


\ 
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A cordial welcome is extended to the following people who have recently 
joined LT&T. Let’s help them get acquainted and feel at home in their new work. 


Plant 

Name Position Exchange Date Employed 
Fovien: IVE, Bea tsbe rots acne eucten Stenographer............... Pinca Gee October 27 
Rieriniee lt Fc 0S x, aatcceesentsccess CsPOUM Many. isioc nets Pe 5255 oo cpcactevecs ccxeeenee November 10 
fevce Fi Waseca kets icontdeesk: | ee Ee ene ae PIAS 6s otec hse al November 17 
Patricia K. Neujahr..................... FP OTMIE FOS vdissagensysrencnelolice PACS Ech sini caanecaniseads November 1 
Biwita, 19. PP a ttc ccccceccliwsacuensivausns VATE OR icteicepveseceverecsucean PAR COM tcced nek ccaedendationsscces November 3 
Earnest F. Rumbaugh, Jr.csc... CSrovinnd mace cccseaee ce: Ft 15) by 1 eee ee ea a oan ay November 10 
Rueben D. Schreiber.................. Switchman................... WACO itecacces cd icaeoasonneatees November 10 

Traffic 

LaVanne E. Alderman.........:...... Eitlo C Ke) cae rane EL ASUS oe enasch cierto November 10 
Barbara A. Armstrong.............--- Gol 0:1 5 | ae eee | EL fs res) | Meee Ce re November 3 
Anna M. Campbell...................-. RD PRP AUIIE irae oncassoa BINGO ye tisesseres ae November 3 
PACA 2c" ese oeinsidtandencchecens Gel eine eee eRe DnCG hee eee November 3 
Elaine L. Crookshanks................ (POTAtOP. oc .cictentietcenx RUG ROI cancudisayutaneneceedounseiedcns October 28 
Marian: Zin (rarrettiecccsescene cca COOP AEE ici ons veianeecees PHIOUTY ccccusntiencwsiccess November 3 
Dorothy L, Godkin n2cccesscc es Bol rc.) ean eee POSES cen isaS ts aneetets November 10 
SHIGIey Zi, RORY ce ests ociwatacs CV POLAHOR 0:5. -aceiaieentse jt) eo) | eee eee November 3 
Melba .L.. Heusian:..i ce: CPOE acs ds ceulencs Webraska: City: scons dicccceen November 10 
reGr gene  JanSOMcdsciessccczscceses DOTA EOE cccinpencccacceseavs W ahO0scac.5.. ecm November 11 
Tila IMs. PONGROD cocci hacteavenntiedetes Operatorin cc. TACO iccicasGpreuceechatstescesse November 3 
Marlene IT. Kennell........2...0.. tO POAC OP inivncesveceoeesssenss 9 5s | ee ne RIE eno CEE October 29 
Blancne 22. Lams ORocsnpcaticctucvdebchs: DBT ACO E seit oc cadexsaveewes GU POEL OE cat sesh dextolantateatiaow November 3 
Joline (Me LOO o chp icindeesed, CF PR PALOT eciadecowcisnezvases DU POVIOT .oucescskesnneisedcnanedie scx October 28 
Loretta: 2s. Ute jst cect coe eau senes OPerator eickedi nee EAC ies cee encetenes ccd November 10 
us 10:20 ih (ge eb eee ee O) 51:1 6) oe ee [SE 9 |< eee October 27 
Goldie. F. Perk tive: xciissiceeccwenks CJ POCTACOPss cocsen cece: COs ose nso aig saudent November 10 
Lev eta. 2is. Res OF scons cesietanseevesenevs Orr ce; ni Ng 1 ch 1 November 6 
Lucile M. Richardson................. CE PACON adic aweauransvanss |: 5 9 | Pn November 4 
Binice Ail Rit o6scecdsccconccrexteasaee KJ HeTACOR eid Sxcaxcanenass Nebraska City................- November 4 
Donnabelle C. Schumann........... CP OTACOR, oanescccccisenaosecs Lig he | a November 6 
PRAT Ee i COD ccc tira d acess bases tanrancsictet PP RT ALOT ack coves PICO ancetisecssccccseanes November 3 
Lorene Il. SCGtic.cccssessvacsccosocess Gel ¢: 10) pee 1 11611: San ne October 27 
Bonnie M. Spencer......c..sc-<sco CO PCratoF..c...ccccashenceesnen, 1 5 |, ere eer November 27 
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Service Birthdays 
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O, A. Nelson 
] Lincoln 
| 30 Years 


Thirty-Seven Years 
J. A. McKinzie, Lincoln. 


Thirty-Four Years 
L. A. Stacy, Lincoln. 


Thirty-One Years 
G. M. Albury, Lincoln. 


Thirty Years 
O. A. Nelson, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Nine Years 


P. R. Winscot, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Seven Years 


A. R. Fritz, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Six Years 
L. C. Hutchison, Hazel E. Nichols, Lin- 


coln. 
Twenty-Five Years 


Oscar Lewis, R. H. Spohn, Lincoln. 


Twenty-Four Years 
E. J. Schemmerhorn, Fairbury. 


Twenty-Three Years 
C. E. Harp, H. W. Potter, R. R. Rauch, 


Lincoln. 


Twenty-ITwo Years 
J. E. Ellis, Lincoln. 


Twenty Years 
Ethelyn F. Jones, Crete; Aner N. Me 
Kinzey, Cedar Bluffs. 
Eighteen Years 
Milly L. Lloyd, Wymore: L. M. Miller, 


Lincoln. 
Seventeen Years 


F. M. Crewdson, Hastings. 
Fifteen Years 
Ruth V. Compton, Hastings. 
Thirteen Years 
Nata A. Hershey, Geneva. 
Eleven Years 
Gladys M. Ball, Ashland: E. W. Burchess, 
Military Leave: Velma Garlock, Genevieve 


A. Graff, York. 


Oscar Lewis 
Lincoln 
25 Years 


fa 
R. H, Spohn Ethelyn F. Jones F. E. Smith 
Lincoln Crete Lincoln 
25 Years 20 Years 10 Years 
Ten Years 


L. E. Lyons, F. E. Smith, Lincoln. 


Nine Years 


R. H. Kinnison, Nebraska City. 


Eight Years 


Bernice J. Bauer, Fairbury; Martha Diet- 
rich, William Schuman, Lincoln; H. F. 
Kempf, Hastings; Gladys U. Neugebauer, 
Auburn. 


Seven Years 
Axie Bouslough, Waco; V. A. Hayes, 
York; Polly M. Latham, Bradshaw; K. J. 
Peters, Lincoln. 
Six Years 


Eva Dragoo, Hastings; E. J. Kalkwarf, 
N. H. Liesveld, A. E. Linden, R. M. Mer- 
rill, E. C. Schrank, Lincoln; Bessie C. 
Schultz, York. 


Five Years 


Eloise M. Baldwin, R. G. Bruning, D. M. 
Hunt, C. C. Minich, L. R. Rhoades, Lincoln. 


BLESS 


@ 


Mr. and Mrs. William Eckles, Jr., are the 
parents of a baby boy who arrived October 
28 and answers to the name of Robert David. 
Daddy Bill is wire chief at Tecumseh. 


Mr and Mrs. Alvin DeBuhr are the par- 
ents of a baby boy, Al Lynn, born October 
25. Mrs. DeBuhr is on leave of absence 
from the Auburn traffic department. 


Private Lines 


More than two-thirds of all the tele- 
phones in the world are operated under 
private enterprise. 
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Mary Schaeufele and Robert Skiles were 
united in marriage at the Westminster Pres- 
byterian Chapel on November 30. Mrs. 
Skiles is a member of the accountng depart- 
ment at Lincoln. 


The marriage of Marie Bashus of the 
Plattsmouth traffic department and_ Bill 
Falt of Omaha was solemnized on Novem- 
ber 1 at the Christian Church in Plattsmouth. 


Elizabeth Edwards, night operator at 
Plattsmouth, became the bride of Lester 
Nichels on November 2 at the Lutheran 
Church in Plattsmouth. 


Marilyn Fones, Lincoln traffic department, 
and William Lionberger were united in 
marriage on November 10 in Council Bluffs, 
Iowa. 


Betty Lautzenhiser, Lincoln traffic depart- 
ment, became the bride of Myron Wright 
on November 22 in Council Bluffs, Iowa. 


The Methodist Church in Plattsmouth was 
the scene of the November 23 wedding of 
Lila Erass, operator at Plattsmouth, and 


Bruce Gold. 


Darlene Kubr of the David City traffic 
department was married on November 24 to 
Ernie E. Rech of David City. The ceremony 
was performed at St. John’s Catholic Church 
in Prague. 

The wedding of Wilma Wicken, operator 
at Lincoln, and William Tussey took place 
at St. James Methodist Church in Lincoln 
on November 27. 

Sgt. Jay H. McDowell, on military leave 
from the construction department, and Myrtle 
Louise Siebe of Boise, Idaho, were married 
November 5 at Camp Pendleton, California. 
Jay is the son of Waldo McDowell, business 
office manager at Lincoln. 
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Eastern District 


Betty Miles, Associate Editor 
David City Area 


Vivian Dee, Correspondent 


Vacetions and romance still predominate 
here. Darlene Kubr was married during 
her vacation. Cherie Rathjen went on vaca- 
tion and stayed home and “took care of 
the Army Supply.” Irene Swan :eturned 
from her vacation. She went everywhere 
and no place in particular. ... Luella Gru- 
baugh came to work the other day with a 
ring on that certain finger. Congratulations 
to all of you from all of us. 

Nebraska City Area 
Vera Orton, Correspondent 

Nebraska City employees are still vaca- 
tioning. Veltha Poggemeyer spent ten days 
in Buffalo, Missouri. Pat Erwin has been 
visiting her sisters in California. Dorothy 
Durr spent some time in Cheyenne, Wyo- 
ming, and Beverly visited in La Junta, 
Colorado. . . . Jackie and Gwen Durr of 
the Lincoln traffic department have been 
visiting friends and relatives in Nebraska 
City. ... Max Jenkins went to Kansas last 
week end. He tells us he got there and 
back without having an accident. . . . Carol 
Broers recently spent a week end in Omaha 
visiting her sister. Ethyl Armstrong 
and Lillian Bader went to the Hollywood 
Ice Revue in Omaha. After the revue they 
went to Elkhorn to spend the remainder of 
the week end. 


Plattsmouth Area 
Thelma Tritsch, Correspondent 
The operators and commercial employees 
gathered at the home of “Tip” Johanns, 
chief operator, one evening to spend a little 
time giving some “good” advice to two of 
the recent brides, Marie Bashus and Liz 
Edwards. A gift was given to each of them 
and delicious refreshments were served at 


the close of the evening. ... Luella Exline 
has returned from her vacation, spending 
most of the time “just resting.” . .. Guests 


this month were Mr. J. A. McKinzie and 
Mr. M. C. Walker. . . . Our boys in the 
plant department spent a night away from 
home during the storm and were plenty 
glad to get back to the old town again. ... 
They tell us that there is no oil too good 
for a certain road in Weeping Water. How 
about it, Don and Lloyd? ... Fern Davis 
says the hill by her house is a honey for 
sliding. It’s a swell way to get to work but 
gosh, Fern, isn’t it kinda tough getting 
home? 
Wahoo Area 
Mary Beaty, Correspondent 

Ethel Daharsh and Mae Beaty went to 
Omaha to hear the Navy Band. They almost 
heard it above the kids. They also attended 
the Private Music Hall of Elsa Lancaster. 


One of the other persons who spent an 
enjoyable evening there was Hazel Hagen- 
buck. . . . Ethel Daharsh, Mae Beaty and 
Inez Olsen attended the Poor Taste party 
at Lincoln and reported everything from 
furs, to stripes, to pink anklets over hose 
were the latest fashions of the evening... . 
Open house was held at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Beaty in honor of their Silver 
Wedding Anniversary. Best wishes and 
hope they will have many more. ... Vickie 
Kuncl came to work all bright and shiny, 
more so than usual. We couldn’t figure out 
why until we looked at her third finger, 
left hand. December 27 has been set as 
their wedding date. Best wishes. ... We 
still have a few vacations to write about. 
Those on the list are Mary Ann Peters 
who spent a couple weeks at home just 
taking life easy. Violet Hollaway is spend- 
ing her vacation at home taking care of her 
mother who is recovering from a_ heart 
attack. The latest report is she is doing 
very nicely. 


General Offices and 
Central District 


Accounting Department 


Joyce Grabowski, Associate Editor 


Along with the curiosities and surprises 
that Christmas always brings, Pat Priest 
has another problem. Pat’s plans include 
being married on December 28, but this 
all depends on Uncle Sam, who at the pres- 
ent time is governing the other half of the 
wedding party, namely, the groom, and he 
just might not get home. Sure hope he 
does, though. The nicest gift that 
Lavaugn Reddish is expecting is her hus- 
band back from Korea after being there 
for 18 months. We’re all so happy for you, 
Lavaugn. . . . Speaking of weddings, Mr. 
Siever’s son, Dick, was married recently 
to Miss Norma Jean Cook. The young Mr. 
and Mrs. Sievers are living in California 
where Dick is stationed. ... Mr. Franklin 
was presented with a post-Thanksgiving gift. 
A third granddaughter, answering to the 
name of Barbara, put in an appearance on 
November 26. Mr. Franklin had his order 
in for a boy, but we guess that got lost in 
the mail. . . . The pre-Thanksgiving bliz- 
zard which hit Lincoln worked its hardship 
on everyone, including accountants. Irene 
Stolz and Kay Cole boarded their usual 
5 o’clock bus to go home. Kay got home 
at 7:00 and Irene at 9:00. Mr. Spohn’s 
car was one of many stalled in the middle 
of the street and had to be shoveled out. 
... Opal Allison, Mary Lou McIntyre and 
Carol Churchill have taken on a new chore. 
The girls are learning to rate tickets in the 
traffic department. On a Monday 
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morning Joan Thomsen of printing service 
poured the developing solution into the 
fixing tray instead of the developer as she 
should have. But what better excuse could 
anyone have than a Monday morning... . 
For our final vacationists, we have Blanche 
Buel, who spent two weeks with her sister 
in warm, sunny Texas, and Martha Dietrich 
and Helen Pickard who stayed around Lin- 
coln and took life easy. Probably got their 
Christmas shopping done, lucky girls... . 
Mr. and Mrs. Bush left December 12 for a 
holiday visit with their daughter and fam- 
iiy in Massachusetts. They will also visit 
in Washington, D. C., and New York City. 


Commercial Department 
Lincoln Business Office 
Ruth Younger, Associate Editor 


Nancy Remington came to work the other 
day with the broadest smile on her face. 
No, it wasn’t a diamond but a brand new 
niece. Nancy says she’s so sweet! While 
she and a friend were at the hospital visit- 
ing the new mother and baby, her friend 
saw another new mother whom he knew 
and exclaimed, “Oh, what are you doing 
here?” . . . Sheila Holsten Schabacher is 
a girl that most everyone is going to tell 
their secrets to from now on. She and Bill 
Schabacher were secretly married almost 
four months ago and just recently Sheila 
announced it. Several of the girls surprised 
Sheila the day she was going to announce 
it by putting the old business office gag 
on her desk, the proverbial ball and chain. 
We sincerely hope that you'll be very 
happy, Sheila... . Of course, with the warm 
weather of the previous month, we just had 
to have a wiener roast. All of the “hens” 
gathered at Roberts Park and everyone had 
lots of fun. Why were you so late getting 
there with the food, Jeannie Paulson? ... 
Bill Quinn and the girls in the directory 
department are thankful the new directory 
is out. They’ve worked so hard compiling it 
and now they’re dreading the word “error.” 
We hope that this year’s directory won't 
have a single mistake. Do you still think 
you'll need that rocking chair you have 
reserved, Bill? ... Even though Lois Brach- 
muller and Eleanor Hartsook were snow- 
bound by the storm, they made good use 
of the snow. They went for an old-fashioned 
sleigh ride. Doesn’t that sound like fun? 
... “Champagne” Anderson is having most 
of her teeth extracted. The day she came 
to work with her jaw so painfully swollen 
she looked just like Little Iodine. . . . Poor 
Ruth Hall and Diane Smith have been out 
with the flu. The colds are also starting 
this year. Myrna Friedrichsen was home 
with a very bad cold. “Sneezer” Caldwell 
fought his cold while at work and sounded 


just like a foghorn. Of course, you 
know that Alice Westling and her Mancel 
will be married the first of the year. They 
have a new car and Alice says it’s green 
with yellow upholstery and it’s “purty.” 

. W. J. McDowell was pleasantly sur- 
prised one day when his son, Jay, called 
end told him that he was married. A few 
yeers from now you can start calling Mac 
Grendpa McDowell! ... We’re all waiting 
for the day before Christmas. Yes, it’s 
our annual Christmas breakfast. We’ll tell 
you all about it next month. . Here’s 
hoping you have a MERRY CHRISTMAS 
cnd may Santa be good to you. 


General Commercial Office 
Ruth Clark, Associate Editor 


Along with the holiday spirit which is 
always present at this time of year, we 
have a “TV” spirit in our office lately. One 
by one everyone seems to be joining the 
“TV Owners Club” with the latest members 
being Mr. Lawson, Mr. Walroth and Joan 
Moorberg. It seems as though Joan and 
Mr. Walroth talked each other into getting 
a set, as both received their sets on the 
same day. So anyone planning to visit the 
general commercial office soon, be prepared 
to hear about “I Love Lucy” or some simi- 
Jar TV favorite. ... “The Roving Kind” 
might well be Kathryn Portsche’s theme 
song these past few months. She left us for 
two weeks to work in Mr. Hale’s office a 
couple of months ago and then was called 
for jury duty on her return. She just fin- 
ished jury duty in time to start getting 
ready for her vacation which she spent 
taking in the Oklahoma game and visiting 
in California. She has now ;seturned and 
reports a wonderful time. We hope she 
is back to stay for a long time now... . 
Mr. Boshart was also a December vacationer. 
No doubt he did his Christmas shopping. 
. . . Mr. Lawson plans a holiday-time trip 
to Iowa where he will attend the wedding 
of his niece. ... Phyllis Swanson will have 
an especially Merry Christmas this year as 
she is looking for her sailor-husband home 
any day now to spend the holidays. 


Construction Department 
Shirley Hess, Associate Editor 


It looks like the construction department 
will soon be scattered all over the territory. 
We recently established a headquarters at 
Nebraska City. “Barney” Hayes, formerly 
on Hedges gang at Hastings, was made a 
construction foreman to take over this crew, 
which is made up of Warren Eltiste and 
Marvin Welsh. ... We also made Beatrice 
a headquarters with George Wasson, who 
just returned from military leave of ab- 
sence, as foreman. Our Beatrice crew is 
made up of Jack Billings, Ray Bruning, 
John Turner, Donald Schark, Lorin Lyons 
and Dean Gierhart. ... We’re sorry to re- 
port that Bob Wendell met with a rather 
serious accident recently when he fell from 
a pole and broke a vertebra. He is home 
from the hospital now and in a cast and 
getting along fine. . Roy Mills is also 
on the sick list and has been for some time 


A new PBX board was cut into service at Hotel Cornhusker, Lincoln, in 
late November. The project presented some knotty problems to the installation 
crew because the board incorporated several features new to our organization, 
including audible-visible flashing recall and a “tele-autograph” system by which 
handwritten notes by the operator are reproduced at remote stations about the 
hotel. The writing box is visible on the face of the board at right. The three- 
position board has 400 lines and 20 central office trunks. 


The Lincoln plant men who worked on the installation are, from left to 
right: Walter Stewart, service foreman, M. O. Ifland, John Fischer, Bob Swanson 


and Marvin Murphy. 


due to back trouble. . . . Guess most of the 
rest of us have taken our turns at the flu 
and with the common cold. ... Ernest Gif- 
ford, who went to the Navy early in Octo- 
ber, was in to see us and inform us that he 
would be back with us come the New Year. 
His was a rather short stay in the Navy. 


Engineering Department 


B. A. Isaman, Associate Editor 


Southeastern Nebraska and_ Lincoln 
closed out the month of November with a 
regular old fashioned “tail twister” of a 
storm. Almost everyone was affected in 
one way or another. Ed Brehm was un- 
fortunate enough to get caught in the East O 
Street traffic jam and after burning a tank 
of gas and half of his oil found himself and 
Ford neatly parked behind a bill board out 
around 48th and O. Ed says that driving 
over curbs, fire hydrants and miniature 
golf courses was easier on the car than 
driving in the road and anyway he couldn’t 
see because of the heavy snow. He finally 
got a ride to his sister’s home in a wrecker 
driven by Bob Kennedy and finally arrived 
home the next morning only to be bawled 
out by friend wife for spending the night out 
with the boys. ... At that, Ed was much 
more fortunate than Vic Musselman. Nat- 
urally as the storm increased the city busses 
were thrown more and more behind sched- 
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ule. With this came increased apprehension 
on the part of our “stenos.” Vic stepped 
right up with the old soothing touch and 
lined up a regular delivery route on his 
way home. Well, you guessed it. Mrs. M. 
got stuck in the driveway at home and 
couldn’t bring the car to Vic. So here he 
sat with his bevy of gals and no way to 
make good on his promise to see them 
safely home. To make a long story short 
—they finally arrived home OK. Now Vic 
is considering the purchase of a more pow- 
erful machine to make sure that such a 
catastrophe does not happen again. ... By 
the time this is read, Christmas will be 
upon us and with that happy thought— 
Merry Christmas to one and all. 


Lincoln Service Department 
Dorothy Miller, Associate Editor 


There are a few folks getting in some 
last minute hunting and also a few vaca- 
tions being taken. Roy Cleveland and wife 
spent a week hunting at Holdrege. He had 
very good luck, at least he got his limit. 

. Elmer Dougherty reports they got 13 
the first day out. They also traveled to 
Milwaukee to visit friends and had a very 
nice time while there. ...E. W. Drewel 
visited friends in Kansas but cut his trip 
short to get home and put up the an- 
tenna for his new TV set... . Jim Howland 


Ne ee ee ae eee a 


had pretty good luck pheasant hunting, and 
he also did some prairie dog hunting. Now 
that is something different. Lloyd 
Miller and some friends traveled to Im- 
perial, Nebraska, where the hunting was 
pretty good. “Dusty” Rhoades did 
some big game hunting in Wyoming. He 
and his party got one deer that weighed 
200 pounds dressed. . . . Ernie Wedgwood 
got more quail than pheasants on his hunt- 
ing excursion. ... Mr. Meshier is spending 
his vacation at home, enjoying that new 
house. . . . Hugo Staley went on his vaca- 
tion during Thanksgiving week and says 
he spent the first part of his time getting 
ready for the big Thanksgiving dinner and 
the rest of the time treating himself for 
indigestion caused from overeating. . 
Mildred Carey had quite an experience at 
her new home. She went out to shake rugs 
and locked herself out. It is a good thing 
her “Good Samaritan” neighbor was home 
to remove the screen so she could crawl in 
the window. Who knows how long she 
would have had to stand outside and wait 
for her husband to get home. . .. If you 
should hear Velora Novotny speaking of 
Mike, and Betty Darby bragging about 
Pete’s antics, think nothing of it—they are 
only speaking of their pet parakeets... .- 
In his haste to get to work the other morn- 
ing, Al Dougherty decided to ignore a 
school stop, beings there wasn’t a child 
or (pardon the expression, Al) patrolman 
in sight. Seconds after he had casually 
slipped by, “it” came like a “bolt” from 
the “blue” and Al was ushered to the side 
of the street. The “it” was a patrolman, 
the “bolt”? was a summons to traffic court, 
and “blue” was Al after he paid his $40 
fine. . . . Ivan Hellerich is all ready to 
move into his new home; as a matter of 
fact, he has been ready for a couple of 
months, but was delayed due to strikes and 
material shortages. Dick Bauer says 
he has a new TV set, but doesn’t have it 
yet. Figure that one out... . “Doc” Wilson 
was in to see us last month. ... The men 
in the switchroom are working very hard 
on modifications for the new building, as 
they are all very anxious to move over 
there. .. . Milton Metcalf was handing out 
cigars the other day to announce the arrival 
of his new—car, a brand new Chevrolet. 
... On December 5, our department held a 
stag party for Carl Keester, who retires the 
first of the year. He was presented with 
two pullman traveling cases. Carl’s vaca- 
tion was the last three weeks of December, 
which he spent in California, where he 
intends to reside. 


Supply Department 
By Sylvia A. Hoaglin 


Bang! Bang! A pleasant sound to the ears 
of hunters Kent Eno, Bill Rosenthal, Merle 
Schneider, Nelson Liesveld, Welton Grant, 
Ray Slote, Harold Ehrlich and Clyde Whit- 
tington. . . . “Hunter of the Month,” how- 
ever, is Harold Ehrlich. He can tell you 
how to “bag” two birds with one shot. Ray 
Slote is still trying to figure out how he 
accomplished this feat on their recent trip 


to Minden. ... Clyde Whittington can de- 
scribe the sunrise beautifully, as that is all 
he saw from his “blind” while duck hunt- 


‘ing at Shickley. Now that the birds have 


decorated their Thanksgiving tables, the 
hunters’ dreams are venison for Christmas. 
_ . Rollie Winders, Gerry Carter, Lester 
Ellis and Hugh Rice enjoyed their first 
Thanksgiving dinner in their new homes. 
_. . Bill Weygint doesn’t know what to do 
with his Saturdays now that the football 
season is over He is a great Nebraska U 
rooter and cheered at all the games, includ- 
ing those on the road. . Bud Miller’s 
favorite pastime is relaxing in front of his 
new television set. Soon he will be able 
to sing all the commercials. . . . Floyd 
Barnett promenaded with Mrs. Barnett at 
the Square Dance Jamboree held at Ag 
College. Barney sure knows how to “Swing 
Your Partner.” ... Bill Hartz is the owner 
of a new Chrysler. . . . Don Travis is ac- 
quainting the boys in the shop with the 
aroma of “El Rope” cigars. They haven't 
made up their minds yet whether they want 
to change from cigarettes to Don’s brand of 
smoking pleasure. . . . Former warehouse- 
man, Don Wilson, who now resides in North 
Hollywood, California, visited the ware- 
house recently. Everyone had a good time 
reminiscing with Don about the “good ole 
days.” ... Lee Adams, also a former ware- 
houseman, wrote to his “buddy,” Dean Hub- 
bard, describing the Empire City. Lee is 
now living in Queens, New York, and work- 
ing for an importer in textiles, while mak- 
ing plans to enroll in law school in New 
York. . . . Your associate editor, Florence 
Tatman, enjoyed a_ well-earned vacation 
during the Thanksgiving season, catching 
up on household tasks and planning a large 
Thanksgiving dinner for friends and rela- 
tives. Florence is a wonderful cook and 
party planner (we’ve tasted her fried 
chicken and home-made candy, mm-m-m, 
good!), and we’re sure her dinner was quite 
a festive occasion. John Litzenberg 
spent his vacation painting his house. He 
completed the job just before the blizzard 
added its decorative blanket of snow... 
During his vacation, Ivan Olson was vis- 
ited by Mr. Flu. Says Ivan, “I was lucky 
to get the storm windows on the chicken 
coop.” . . - Charles Hansen is elbow deep 
in inventory work. It’s that time of year 
again. . . . During the recent snow storm, 
Ruth Balster kept watching out of the 
window with awe. She had never seen snow 
before, and as the storm turned into a 
blizzard, we were afraid Ruth was about 
to say that she was going back to California. 
her home state. The tiny envelope, 
edged in blue, addressed to our department, 
brought news from Schenectady, New York, 
that James, Jr., is a new arrival at the 
Chantry residence. Darlene Chantry, the 
happy mother, is a former stenographer... . 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Stacy have been spend- 
ing their week ends in Springfield visiting 
Mrs. Stacy’s mother who has been ill. We 
all wish her a speedy recovery. . .. The 
snow, cold, north winds, and bright red 
noses, all add up to the merry season of 
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Christmas. It’s wonderful to have worked 
all year with such nice co-workers as you, 
so to all, “A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR.” 


Traffic Department 
Mary Ormand, Associate Editor 


Vacationers include Jackie Crook, Ella 
Hansen, Kathryn Barnes, Ruth Fleischman, 
Dorothy Grafton, Genevieve Griffin, Doro- 
the Keller, Ruth Foster, Beth Deinert, 
Helen Krieger and Charlene Timmons... . 
Arlene Fitzpatrick spent a week end in 
Omaha recently. . . . Kathryn Barnes vis- 
ited her brother in Lawrence, Kansas... . 
A bridal shower was given for “Tippy” 
Wicken by Maxine Pointer, Arlene Fitz- 
patrick and “Tinky” Dealey. . . . Jane 
Kendall is convalescing at the hospital from 
a recent appendectomy. . .. Another bride 
on the list for a shower was Marilyn Fones. 
The shower was given by “Tippy” Wicken 
and Belva Thompson, a former employee. 
. . . Passengers on the “University Place” 
bus beheld a different sight about 7:30 
the other morning. Arlene Fitzpatrick was 
contentedly sleeping in her seat without a 
care. She had worked all night and was on 
her way home from the office. Luckily, she 
just happened to awaken at her stop, or she 
might still be on the bus... . The “up and 
coming” fad in our department seems to be 
that of raising parakeets. Among those 
owning them are Marlene Thompson, Doro- 
thy Appleman, Hazel Neman, Mary Arthur, 
Mrs. Christopher, Betty Wright, Dorothy 
Darnold and Mary Ormand. . . . LaVerne 
Braun has a new cuckoo clock and her dog, 
“Patches,” doesn’t know quite what to 
think of it. Every time it cuckoos, “Patches” 
howls, and jumps up and down, so that 
every hour at the Braun home is very well 
timed! .. . Barbara Miller’s house should 
be well guarded—she is now the owner of 
two beautiful boxer dogs, namely, “King 
Bosco” and “Vivacious Vikki.” 


Southern District 
Paula Otte, Associate Editor 


Auburn Area 


Colleen Curttright and Emma Lee DeJonége, 
Correspondents 


Traffic department vacationers in October 
were Helen Dettmer and Claudine Dyer. 
Helen visited her sister in Lincoln, Claudine 
visited in Beatrice and also made a trip to 
Denver, returning with a sparkler on her 
left hand. Speaking of diamonds, June 
Bippes is also wearing one. Myron 
Birdsley, of the plant department, spent 
his vacation painting his house, except for 
one evening when he went fishing and 
brought home a supply of catfish... . Alice 
Stephens, a former operator, visited in the 
traffic department. Other visitors were Mrs. 
Combs, traveling instructor from Lincoln, 
and Anastasia Murphy, chief operator at 
Falls City. Another visitor in the commer- 
cial and traffic departments was Marjorie 
Wilhelms and her small son, Rodney. - - - 
Leta spent her week end visiting in Ashland. 


She also attended her uncle’s funeral dur- 
ing the week. Betty Bassinger attended her 
grandmother’s funeral, October 29, in Au- 
burn. ... Dorothy Biggerstaff is home at 
this time with the flu. ... Janey recently 
received an extra nice gift from the Bippes 
girls for helping them move. . . . People have 
different ways of bringing home the bacon 
but Amel and Mike have a new way for 
bringing home the chicken. After a trip to 
the country one day, neither could under- 
stand why everyone was staring at them 
as they drove through town. Upon arrival 
they discovered a chicken caught on their 
bumper. That night somebody had chicken 
and noodles for supper but we aren't 
telling who. 


Beatrice Area 


Marilyn Vonderhaar, Correspondent 


Marian Kleman, of the traffic depart- 
ment, is sporting a diamond and will change 
her name to Mrs. Edward Bede in the near 
future. . . . Barbara Portrey enjoyed a 
pleasant week end in Dawson visiting her 
family and friends. Darlene Remmers spent 
part of a week end visiting in Norfolk. Sev- 
eral operators who have recently enjoyed 
vacations include June Carman and Hazel 
Neugebauer. Katherine and Henrietta Men- 
ninga report spending a few days of their 
vacation visiting their parents in Steinauer. 
Marcella O’Bryan spent a week in Grand 
Island visiting her aunt. 


Crete Area 


Jo Ann Znamenacek, Correspondent 


Mr. and Mrs. McGuire and family spent 
their vacation visiting in Mountain Home, 
Arkansas; East St. Louis, Illinois; Gassville, 
Arkansas, and the National Park Zoo and 
St. Louis, Missouri. Mrs. McGuire is em- 
ployed as an operator. 


Fairbury Area 


Leora Scoggin, Correspondent 


Betty Furry spent the week end visiting 
her sailor boy in Chicago and Great Lakes. 
Ruthann Chirnside attended the homecom- 
ing game at Lincoln. - In charge of a 
Halloween party held in the basement by 
the girls were Martha Vculek, Betty Shep- 
herd and Charlotte Jordan. Everyone re- 
ported a good time. . Jeanne Lytton 
spent the week end in Hastings visiting her 
brother and family. Arleen Boley is 
visiting relatives in California. . . . Miss 
Dunn, chief operator, is vacationing in Den- 
ver and elsewhere. . . . Geraldene Donald- 
son was in Omaha recently taking her 
physical for the W.A.C. and came home 
with a big smile. Evidently she has been 
accepted. Charlotte Jordan had as 
week-end guests her sister and brother-in- 
law of Grand Island. Dorcas Slater’s 
cousin from Waterloo, Indiana, Mrs. Irene 
Cherry, is here visiting. ... Velda Wagner 
shopped in Lincoln and spent the remainder 
of the week end in Hebron. . . . Bileen 
Robinson spent last Sunday in Clay Cen- 
ter with her sister and family and relatives 
from Omaha who were also visiting in Clay 
Center. 
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Progress on the new Lincoln building—and the installation of equipment 
there—has been rolling along in high gear in recent weeks. Indeed it now 
seems that, with reasonable good fortune, the first of the series of cutovers may 
be made as early as April 15, 1953. This would place in service the initial sec- 
tion of local switching equipment which consists of the “5” and part of the new 
“7"’ exchange. The toll installation is not sufficiently advanced to lend basis 
for an accurate forecast of a cutover date. The cutover committee, composed of 
department heads and representatives, is meeting regularly, and concrete plans 
are rapidly taking shape. 


Our pictures this month represent an important portion of the project that 
often goes unseen and unsung. That is because its usual seat of operations is 
beneath the surface of the earth or within the remote confines of a cable vault. 
Yet, until there are connecting cables, there definitely can be no telephone service 
of any kind rendered by the new equipment. Above‘ Cliff Artz, specially assigned 
cable foreman, traces the cable tap on the master map in the office manhole, 
while splicer John Wittmer works at one of the huge 1800 pair splices between 
offices. Below, left: Dean Childress, Frank McCormick and Bob Turner work 
their splices from a high platform in the new office cable vault. Below, right: 
Don Frankforter beginning a splice between the new office tip and tie cables. 


Tecumseh Area 
Mary Kalin, Correspondent 


Irby Halverstadt had a nice three-week 
vacation which he enjoyed at home. He 
managed to do a little hunting but didn’t 
report if he caught anything worth mount- 
ing. ... Eva Wenzl is vacationing at her 
home in Tecumseh. Another gal has 
joined the bowling league and it’s Irene 
Shew. By now all the bowlers have their 
uniform shirts and they all look very 
sharp. The fellows on the LT&T bowlinz 
team have red shirts with white lettering. 

Cecile Morehead attended the Ice 
Follies in Omaha. Norma Lee Hahn and 
husband intended to see the performance, 
too, but got side-tracked into a theater and 
saw a movie instead. . Hilda Ramsey 
entertained 90 relatives and friends in 
honor of her mother’s 92nd birthday on 
November 8. Her mother, Mrs. John Bar- 
tels, was very grateful to the telephone 
compeny for their efficient service in call- 
ing the fire department recently when a 
pasture on her farm caught fire. She ex- 
pressed her gratitude by sending candy to 
the office. . . . Mary Meister is proud of 
the fact that she is a great-aunt again... . 
Donald Hester was absent from work at 
the time of his father-in-law’s death which 
occurred on October 23. ... Our directory 
man, Al Zehrung, stopped in to say “hello” 
on his way home from Pawnee City. . 
Henri Goracke spent a week end in Mul- 
vane, Kansas, visiting her one-and-only, and 
some friends. Henri attended Club with her 
sister recently and was called upon to dem- 
onstrate how to make cranberry muffins 
and she was amazed when they turned out 
so good. So far, anyway, no one has re- 
ported any ill effects from eating them. 


Western District 


Beatrice Rohrer, Associate Editor 
Geneva Area 
Velma Garland, Correspondent 


The girls of the Geneva traffic and com- 
mercial office had a fall party. The eve- 
ning was spent square dancing, or maybe 
we should be real honest and say “learning 
how,” as all of us outdated characters didn’t 
even know the meaning of ali that garbled 
English grammer they used. However, we 
can truthfully say that we did a pretty 
good job before the evening was over. All 
in all, we had a lot of fun topped off with 
a delicious lunch. ... Mrs. Charlene Mil- 
ler was presented with a gift since she 
has resigned her position as an operator 
to become a full-time housewife. . . . Reno 
Weis spent two weeks walking and shooting 
at ducks, geese and pheasants—he even 
tells us he hit a few. . W. R. Minich 
spent the remaining week of his vacation at 
home loafing and fishing and just plain 
keeping out of work. 

Hastings Area 
Jessie VanTrump, Correspondent 

Several vacationers have returned to 
work. Lois Johnson visited in Amarillo, 
Texas. Velma Maggart enjoyed her vaca- 


tion at home. Coralee Utecht visited her 
parents on the farm. Marian Kowalski vis- 
ited her home in Loup City, but spent some 
time at the dentist’s office. Edith Seward 
spent some time in Lincoln and Kansas 
City, Missouri. Aletha Bennet took her 
vacation during the hunting season. 
Monette Fox of Little Sioux, Iowa, was a 
week-end guest of Moreane Alldritt. . . 
Those attending the Hollywood Ice Review 
in Omaha were Rosetta Habben, Lauretta 
Baker and Ruth Compton. .. .Aletha Ben- 
nett didn’t have very good shooting on the 
last day of the pheasant season. It may 
have been. due to the kind of dogs she was 
using (two-legged variety). 


Hebron Area 
Mary Boyce, Correspondent 


Kathryn Kutlas spent a week end vis- 
iting her family in Omaha and Fullerton, 
Nebraska. Mrs. Elaine Parpart spent 
her vacation visiting her parents in Salina, 
Kansas. ... Mrs. Francis Marolf spent a 
day shopping in Hastings, and several of 
the operators have gone to Lincoln to shop. 

. . We all wish to extend our sympathy 
to Mr. and Mrs. Wellman on their recent 
bereavement. 


Stromsburg Area 
Elvera Parks, Correspondent 


Edith Mattson, cashier at Stromsburg, 
accompanied by Edna Pflughaupt, chief 
operator at York, attended the Women’s 
Pioneer Party held at the Lincoln Tele- 
phone building in Lincoln on November 8. 
A good time was reported. After spending 
the night in Lincoln with friends, Edith 
and friends attended the Ice Review in 
Omaha on Sunday. Edith says, and we 
quote, “Everything went smoothly until we 
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got ready to get into the car, and guess 
what—a flat, of course.” ... Wm. “Bill” 
Mouden, Osceola combinationman, had 
quite a siege of nosebleeds last week. Bill 
was absent from work for about three cays 
but we are glad to report he’s back on the 
job now and feeling considerably better. 
... Ralph Wait, area manager, is enjoying 
(we hope) a week of his vacation “trying” 
to get some ducks. However, we wunder- 
stand he has had no luck so far. Better 
hunting next time, Ralph....L. C. “Smick” 
Williams is spending this week in Harvard 
reading meters but we expect him back at 
his job in Stromsburg Monday. 


Superior Area 
Betty Jo Peery, Correspondent 


Bonnie Jensen has returned to work fol- 
lowing a recent tonsillectomy operation. 
Verna Pantier has been hospitalized 
after being in an auto accident. ... Blanche 
Linson recently returned to work in the 
traffic department. It is good to see you 
back, Blanche. Dorothy Reeves has 
received word that her fiance is on his way 
home from overseas, and needless to say, 
Dorothy is very happy about it... . Shirley 
Goodrich spent part of her vacation in 
Omaha, and Glenda Garton spent hers in 
Colorado. . Boyd Imler, wire chief, is 
now taking the last week of his vacation. 


Sutton Area 


Norma Nuss, Correspondent 


A late vacationer for this year is R. H. 
Culver. He and his family visited relatives 
and friends in Madison, South Dakota and 
Central City, Nebraska.... Mr. J. A. Mc- 
Kinzie, general plant superintendent, was 
a recent visitor in the Sutton office. 


York Area 
Rowena Light, Correspondent 


Engagements and vacations seem to be 
the year around events for the Telephone 
News. Darolyn Oberg, service assistant, will 
be known as Mrs. Ralph McReynolds. 
Ralph is employed at the Towle Motor 
Company. No definite date has been set 
for the wedding. Lila Richardson is 
engaged to Duane Powell. Duane is from 
Kansas. No date has been set for the wed- 
ding. . . . Beverly Smith spent a week in 
Iowa visiting her sister and family. She 
reports a swell time watching television, 
reading, shopping, etc. Mrs. Thelma 
Cooper and Della Bredenkamp spent their 
vacations at their homes in York... . Vance 
Embrey, wire chief, is on vacation this 
week and is spending a few days at his 
home town of Maywood, Nebraska. 
Duck hunting season and Chuck Salisbury’s 
vacation ere annual November occurrences. 
... Just two days after Dave Culbertson’s 
birthday, we surprised him with a birthday 
cake. The reason for the belated cake was 
that Dave did a fine job of keeping his 
birthday a secret on that day but acci- 
dentally let the news slip later... . Mrs. 
Nola Buck is taking her vacation to do her 
Christmas shopping. Yours truly was 
pleasantly surprised with a birthday cake 
on my twenty-first birthday. 


COME TH DAPTOEGAG Ay foe erartleg 


uy SHOULD | PAY YOU FoR, ; 
TyiNG IT WHEN THERE hea © of the month 
“AND | STILL HAVE 


WAS NOTING WRONG 

To EXPLAIN That 
ACCIDENT 10 MY 
SAFETY CLASS | 


I'M GOING UPSTAIRS 
To SEE THe 
OPERATORS 


DARNE WZ Ff 


GENERAL PLANT, Luy 
WHO BUSTED A COUPLE OF RIBS AND A CLAVICLE WHEN 
HE FELL FROM A LADDER AT HOME BUT DURST NOT 
TELL OF HIS INJURIES BECAUSE HE WANTED To BE 
INCLUDED IN A HUNTING PARTY NEXT DAY. 50, IN 
SILENT, EXCRUCIATING PAIN, HE SUFFERED THROUGH 
A LONG, ROUGH JOURNE¥ INTO THE REMOTE SAND 
HILLS WHERE, ON UNPACKING HIS GEAR, GEORGE 
FOUND HE HAD FORGOTTEN 10 BRING HIS GUN ! 
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ON HIS WAY HOME FROM GENEVA , FLOYD CREWDSON 
STOPPED BRIEFLY AT FAIRMONT AND, ON TRYING 10 
CONTINUE. HIS JOURNEY, FOUND HIS TRUSTY RUNABOUT 
DEAD AS A DOORNAIL . FLOYD WAS LINABLE 10 DIRGNOSE 
THE AILMENT 50 HE HAD IT PUSHED INTO A NEARBY 
GARAGE-AND TELEPHONED CHARLIE CREW To COME AND 
GET Hli4. NEXT MORNING A PAIR OF MECHANICS GAVE. 
JHE CAR A COMPLETE AND EXPENSIVE EXAMINATION « « 
FINDING NOTRACE OF DISEASE, ONE OF THEM HOPEFULLY 
STEPPED ON THE STARTER AND- PRESTO- THE MOTOR 
BEGAN PURRING LIKE 4 KITTEN . HASN'T SKIPPED 
A BEAT SINCE . . IT MAKES FLOYD MAD JUST To 
THINK OF IT. | 


CONGRATULATIONS 10 OUR BRAVE FAIRBURY COMMERCIAL 
GIRLS, MANDANE REID, ARLINE CLINE AND LEONA SCOGGIN, 
WHO GAVE TRAFFIC ENGINEER Rop ANDREWS THE HEAVE:HO 
WHEN HE TRIED 10 RUSH PAST THEM 0 visit THE 
LOCAL TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT. 


WHY DIDNT 1 THINK 
10 INVITE SOMEONE 
fo Rivne with ME 


15 LOST SOMEWHERE 
IN THE STORM 100! 


i =a \ AN ERNIE Pe Ce MR Oot ell Bit 

yf ae bo OP \\\_aee _—_~ | } BLIZZARDS IC GALE To COMPLETE A 

Pre), eed a INSTALLATION . IT WAS DIFFICULT JOB THAT 
Wy MW.’BEN FRANKLIN, ACCOUNTING, WAS WoRRIED | | REQUIRED A pozéN TRIPS FROM HOUSE 10 POLE, 
4 ABOUT GETTING To WORK THE DAY AFTER THE WITH HIS OVERSHOES SLIPPED ON OR OFF EACH 


STORM. HIS DRIVEWAY HAD A BIG DRIFT BLOCKING] | TIME, IT WAS LATE AFTERNOON WHEN KE GOT 
THE WAY. A NEIGHBOR OBLIGINGLY OFFERED To {HE JOB DONE... NEXT DAY THE SUBSCRIBER 
TAKE HIM WORK AND “BEN ACCEPTED WITH CALLED To ASH. WHY THE TELEPHONE KAD NOT 
ALACRITY- BUT THE NEIGHBOR COULDN'T GET BEEN INSTALLED AS PROMISED. ERNIE WAS 
HIS CAR OUT EITHER . SO FRANKLIN HELPED || PRETT# MAD AND INSISTED ON BEING SENT To 
HIM SCOOP HIS DRIVEWAY CLEAR. HIS OWN INVESTIGATE . A CHECK OF HOUSE NUMBERS 
WAS STILL HEAPED WITH SHOW UNTIL. THs, DISCLOSED HAT HE HAD MADE THE INSTALLATION 
WEEK-END. IN THE WRONG RESIDENCE . 


THE HELPFUL BOYS INTHE BEATRICE 
TESTROOM SPENT AN ENJOYABLE QUARTER: 
HOUR FURTIVELY WATCHING JOHN M*KINZIE, 
GENERAL PLANT SUPT. TRYING To START A 
SIRANGE CAR IN BACK OF THE BUILDING. 
HE PUSHED OR PULLED CH EVERY VISIBLE 
LEVER DURING THAT TIME. . OWE OF 
JHE BOYS FELL OUT THE WINDOW WHEN 
MAC FINALLY REACHED THE LEVER 
THAT SQUIRTS LIQUID OSA THE, 
FRONT OF THE WINDSHIELD « 
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TRAPPED BY THE BLIZZARD, B08 HAWKINS, 
LINCOLN COMBINATIONMAN WAS FORCED “0 
SEEK A NIGHTS SHELTER ATA LONELY FARM 


ON THEIR HONEYMOON TRIP, 
MARIE FALT, PLATISMOUTH, 
ccty, IND HUSBAND BILL , PICKED 
ey UPA HUGE BOL ON THE, 
\ IGHWAY. ON OPENING 
) PP. IT THEY FOUND IT CON- 
Z {AINED A WHOLE DOZEN 
COLORED BROOMS. . 
A BIT INCONVENIENT 


faa SO: 
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\ Now THEY DONT KNOW 
WHAT To DO WITH ALL 
THE BROOMS. 


SHIRLEY BAER, BERTHAMAE WARD AND 
CAROL CHURCHILL, ACCOUNTING ATTENDED AA 
BRIDAL SHOWER ON GERALDINE WART. . . 
BURDENED WITH CARD TABLES, ICE CREAM, 
FOOD AND DISHES, THE BURST INTO THE HOUSE 
SHOUTING "SURPRISE! SURPRISE §" IT WAS 
A SURPRISE ALL RIGHT. , SOMEHOW THEY 
HAD MANAGED To BREAK INTo THE 
WRONG HOUSE « 


“THERE HASN'T BEEN A RUNAWAY 
RECORDED IN OUR ORGANIZATION SINCE 
191] UNTIL RED HOAGLIN AND ART HIGGINS 

AT{EMPTED 10 HITACH A TRAILER To THEIR 
TRUCK ON A STEEP HILL . . WHEN LAST SEEN BOTH 
MEN AND THE TRAILER WERE DISAPPEARING INTO 
A DEEP RAVINE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE HILL. 


